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$1. tTAV[NGthusi to the bed of our powerj givtil chap. 
JTl a faithful and cxafl detail of every material ^ " _ ^ 
event, in which Great-Britain was concerned either at tj$b. 
home, or in her fettlcmenta abroad, during the greateft 
part of the year one thoufand fcvcn hundred and Jifty-llx, 
we fliatl now return to Europe, and endeavour to explain 
the beginning of a bloody war th Germany, which tben 
leemed to have become the chief objefl: of the Britifii coun- 
cils. On the eve of a rupture between France and Eng- 
land, it was natural for his B - ^ M-* — ^ to provide for 

the fafety of his e 1 d -'— ■$, the only quarter by 

which he was at all acceffible to the efforts of the enemy, 
who he forefaw would not fail to annoy him through that ' 
' avenue. He at that time flood upon indiiFerent terms with 

the K ■ ■ of P , who was confidered as a partifan and 

ally of France) and he knew that the houfc of Auflria 
alone would not be fufficient to fupport htm againft two 
Tu'ch powerful anUgonills. in this emergency, he had 
recourfe tothe Emprefsof RuJBa, who, in confcquenceof 
a large fubfidy granted by England^ engaged to furnilh tt 
firong body of forces for the defenfe of H — -r. His 
P ■' n Majefty> ftartled at the conditions of this treaty, 
took an opportunity to declare that he would not fulTer 
foreign forces of any nation to enter the empire, either as 
principals or auxiliaries : a declaration which probably 
flowed from a jealoufy and averlion he had conceived to the 
.court of Peterlburgh, as well as from a refolutioB he had 
formed of ftriking fome great ftroke in Germany, without 
any rifque of being reftridled or controlled. He knew he 
Should give umbrage to the French I^lng^ who had already 
made preparations for penetrating into Weftphalia : but 
he took it for granted he {hould be able to exchange his 
connexions with France for an alliance with Great-Bri- ' 

tain, which would be much lefs troilblefonie, and much 
more produdive of advantage ; indeed, fuch an alliance 
was the ncccllary confequence of bis declaration Had 

his B ck M— — ymade a requifition of the Ruffian 

auxiliaries, he muft have expofed himfclf to the icfen^ment 
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BOOK of a warlike monarch, who hovered on the flcirts of "fc» 

t_., - '- I eleflorate at the head of one hundred and forty thoufand 
J756. inen, and could have fubdued the whole country in one 
week i and if he forbore to avail himfclf of the treaty with 
the Czarina, he did not ktlow how fi.'on the K-^g of 
F' ' a might be reconciled to his moft Chriftian Majefty'a 
defign of invafion. As for the E m pre fj- Queen, her atten- 
tion was engroflcd by fchemes for her intereft or prefetVa- 
tion ; and her hands fo full, that Ihe' either could not or 
would not fulfil the engagements Ihe had contrafled v/hh 
her former and firmeft allies. In ihefe circumftances the 

K gof E— d. fought and obtained the alliance of 

P a, which, to the beft of our comprehenfion, en- 
tailed upon G B the enormous burthen of ex- 

, travagant fubfidies, together with the intolerable expenfe 
of a continental war, without being produi^ive of one ad- 
vantage either pofitive or negative <o E d or H r^ 

On the contrary, this connexion threw the Eqtprefs- 
Queen into t^ie arms"^ of France, whofe fricndffaip flie 
bought at the expenfe of the Barrier in the Netherlands, 
acquired with infinite labour, by the blood and treafure of 
the maritime powers: it gave birth to a confederacy of 
defootick princes J fufficient, if their joint force was ful^r 
exerted, to overthrow the liberties of all the free flates in 

Europe ; and, after all, H r has been over-run, and 

fubdued by the enemy j and the K — g of P a put 

to the ban of the Empire. All thefe confequences are» 
we apprehend, fairly deducible from the refolution whick 

bisP nM y took, at this junilure, to precipitate 

a war with thehoufe of Auflria. The apparent mntive& 
that prompted him to this nieafure we Ihall prefently ex- 
■ plain. In the mean time, the defenfive treaty between 
the Emprefs-Queen and France was no fooner ratified, 
than the Czarins was invited to accede to the alliance, 
and a private ipinilVer fefit from Paris to Feteriburgh, to 
negociate the conditions of this acceflion, Wliich the Em- 
prefs of Kuflia accordingly embraced: acircumilance 
fo agreeable to the court of Verfailks, that the Marquis 
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^de L'Hopital was immediately appointed ambaflador. ex- 
traordinary and plenipotentiary to the court of Ruflia. 
Applications were likewife made to the courts of Madrid 
and Turin, foHiciting their concurrence ; hut their Ca- 
tholick and Sardinian Majeflies wifely refolved to obferve a 
neuteality. At the fame time, intrigues were begun hy 
ithe French emilTarics in the fenate of Sweden, in order to 
Iciadle up a ^yar between that nation and Pruffia ; and 
^eir »ideavoqrs focceeded in the lequel, even contrary to 
^feiqciinatjon of their fovereign. At prefent a plot was 
d^o{jercd for , ahering the form of government, by in- 
tftii^^ the power of the crown j and feveral perfoni of 
i^Uik being (;onv^£tpd upon trial, were beheaded as prih- 
•cipak.in this con fpi racy. Although it did not appear that 
thif.Kiiig or Queen was at all concerned in the fcheme, 
hi? Swedilk Majefty thought himrelf fo hardly treated by 
the Diet, thit he threatened to «fign his royalty, and re- 
4ij-e into his owq hereditary dominions. This dclign was 
extremely difagceeable to the people in general, wha 
efpoufed his caufe in oppofiiion to the Diet, by whom 
they conceived (hemfdves more opprellbd than they fbould 
bnw bcqi under an uolimited monarchy, 

§ XL The K^ing of Prui^ia, alarmed at thefe formidable 
aU^nces,. ordered. all hie forces to be completed, and held 
^n Kadiqefs to -inarch at the grj^ notice j and a report was 
induftrioufly circulated, that by a fecreC article in the late 
treaty between France and the Houfe of Aullria, thefe 
ItWO jioweis. had oWigcd themfelves to dcftrt^ th? protcftane 
te%ion, and overturn the freedom of the Empir^ by a 
forced election of a I^ing of the Romans, The cry ' of 
{i4igioa,was no impolitic k. meafure; but it no longer pro- 
duced the fatnf ef^efl, ^f in times paft. Religion was made 
apretenpe on bpth fides : for the partizans of the Emp'refs- 
<!j|iKen in li nutted, on alt occafions, that the ruin of theca- 
iboliclc faith in Gerijiany was the principal obje£t of the 
mew alliance between the Kings of Great-Britain ani 
Sr.u.tRa., It was in confcquence of fuch fuggeftions, that 
l^s Qritannick Majefty ordered his eledoral mlnifter at 
B J the 
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*^i?'^ '^" Diet to deliver a memorial to all theminifters at'Ratif- 
V ,,_, _■ bon, expreffing his furprifc to find the treaty he had con- 
I75S. eluded with the tCing of ' Fruflia induftriojifly reprefentei 
9s a ground of apprehenfion and umbrage, efpecially for 
religion. He obierved, that as France had made open dif- 
pofitions for invading the eleflorateoF Hanover, and df- 
fturbing the peace of the Empire ; that as he had been 
denied, by the Emprcfs- Queen, the fuccours tfipulated in 
treaties of alliance; and as he was refiifed alTiftahce by 
certain ftates of the Empire, who even feemed difpdfcd:tO 
favour fuch a diverfion ; he had, in order to provide for - 
the fecurjty of his own dominions, to eftabHlh peaceand 
tranquillity in the Empire, and maintain its fyflemand 
privileges, without any prejudice to religion, concluded a 
deferifivc treaty with the King of Pruflia : that, by this 
indanceofpatriotick zeal for (he welfare of Germany, he 
had done an effencial fervice to the Emprefs-Queen, and 
performed the part which the head of the Empire, in digni- 
ty and duty, ought to have aAed : that time would demon- 
^rate hoiv little it was the intereft of the Emprefs-Queen 
to engage in a IVriA alliance with a foreign power, which, 
for upwards of two centuries, had ravaged the principal 
provinces of the Empire, maintained repeated wars againft 
the archducal houfe of Auftria, and always endeavoured, 
as it fuited her views, to excite diftruft and dil&ntion 
^mong the princes and ^ates that compofc the Germanicle 

^ HI. The cpurt of Vienna formed two eonfiderable 
armies in Bohemia and Moravia; yet pretended that thtjr 
had nothing in view but felf-prcftrvation, and foIenMily 
difclaimed both the f^crct article, and the defign which 
^ad'lieen laid to their charge. His moft Chrifttan Majefty 
dfgtared, by his minifler at Berlin, that he had no other 
intention but to maintain the publick tranquillity of Eu- 
rope ; ^nd this being the fole end of all his meafures, he 
beh?ld with furprife the preparations and armaments of 
C^rt^in potentates: that, whatever might be the view with 
Wbicl) they were made, he w^s difpofed to make ufe of the 

powcf 
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power which God bad put into bis hands, not only to CHAP. 
-inaintun the publicic peace of Europe ^inft alt who ^ ' __j 
Ibould attempt to difturb it, but alfo to employ all his tjji. 
forces, agreeably to bia eog^ments, for the affiftancc of 
his ally^ in cafe her dominions Ihould be attacked : finallyi 
that he would a£t in the fame manner in behalf of all the 
other powers with whom he was in alliance. This inti- 
mation made very little imprcflion upon tbeKingofPniffia, 
who bad already formed his plan, and was determined to 
execute his purpofe. What his original plan might have 
been, we fhall not pretend to difclole ; nor do we believe 
he imparted it to any confident or ally. It mull be con- 
fetled, however, that the intrigues of the court of Vienna^ 
furnilhed him with a fpeclous pretence for drawing the 
fword, and commencing hoflilities. The Emprefs-Queen 
had fame reafon to be jealous of fuch a formidable neigh- 
bour. She remembered his irruption into Bohemia, in the 
year one thoulknd feven hundred and fbrty-four, at a time 
when flie thought that country, and all her other domi- 
nions, fecure from his invafion by the treaty of Breflau, 
which (be bad in no particular contravened. She caballed 
againft him in different courts of Europe : Ihe concluded a 
treaty with the Czarina, which, though feemingly de- 
fenfive, implied an intention of making conquefts upon 
this monarch : flie endeavoured, to engage the King of 
Poland, Elector of Saxony, as a contrading power in this 
confederacy; and, if he had not been afraid of a fudden 
vifit from his neighbour of Pruffia, it cannot be fuppofed 
but he would have been pleafcd to contribute to the humi- 
liation of a prince who had once tiefore, without the lead 
provocation, driven hicn from his dominions, taken poflef- 
fton of hiscapital, routed his troops, and obliged him to 
pay a million of crowns, to indemnify him for the expenfe 
of this expedition : but he carefully avoided taking fuch s 
flep as might expofe him to another, invafion, and even re- 
fufed to accede to thetreaty of Peterfburgh, though it wai 
exprefsly defenfive; the Cafui Fatdtris being his PruSan 
Mojefty's attacking either of the contracting parties. It 
B 4 appear! 
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BOOK appears, h'bwever, that Count de.BniW", ptilmt mim- 

t_ _ ' . _! fler and favourite of the King of Poland, had, in con- 

1756. juniSion with-fome of th'e AuRrian miniSers, carried on 

ccftain fcahdklous intrigues, in otdct to embroil the King 

ofPruffia with' the Emprds of Ruffia, between whom a 

mifandcrftaniTmghEtdlongfubfifted. ■ 

§ IV, Hisi*ruiSati Majefty, perceiving the military pre- 
pdraifohs ot the coiyrt of Vienna, and having obtitined' in- 
telligence of their fccret negociations With diiftrcnt pow- 
ers in Europe, ordered M. de Klingraifft, his minifter at 
the Imperial court, to dcmantf v/hcther'all thofe prepa- 
rations of War, on the frontiers ofSilefia, were defigned 
againft him,' and what were the intentions of her Imperial 
■Majefly? To this demand the Emprefs replied. That 
In the prefent junflure Ihe had found it neceffary to make 
armaments, as well for her own'defenfe as for that of her 
allies ; but that they did hot tend to the prejudice 0/ any 
perfon or Rate whatever. The King, far from being 
Tatisfied', wiih this general anfwer, fent frefti orders to 
Klingraafe, tor Cprefent, That after the King had dif- 
fembled, as loiig as he thought confident with his fafeijr 
and honour, the bad defigns imputed to the Emprefs would 
not fuffer hipi longer to difgmfe his fentimerits ; that he 
.was acquainted with the.offenfive projefts which the two 
courts had formed at Peterlburgh ; that he knew they had 
engaged to attack him fuddenly with' an army of two 
hundred thoufand men ; a defign which woul.d have been 
executed in the fpring of the year, had not the Ruffian 
forces wanted recruits, their fleet mariners, and Livonia 
a fufficient quantity of corn for iheir fiipport; that he con- 
ftituted the Emprefs arbiter of peace or war : if fhe defued 
the former, he required a clear and formal declaration, or 
pofitive afTprance, that flie had no intention to attack him, 
cither this yfar or the rtext ; hut he fliould look upon an 
■ ambiguous anfwer as a declaratioji of war ; 'and he called 
'heaven to witneTs, that the Jimprefs alone woulJ' he null: if 
of the innocent blood that IhouIJ be fpilt, and Jl the 
diiiiial 
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^mai cfHifaquences that would attend thecomtniffion of chap. 
hoKilities. \^^.^ 

§ V. A declaration of this nature might have provoked 175*. 
a lets haughty court than that of Vienna, and, indeed^ 
feems to have been calculated on purpofe to exafperate the 
pride of her Imperial Majedy, whofe atifwer he fbon re- 
ceived, to this effcQ-. Tharhis Mojefty theKing of PraSA 
had already been employed, for tomi tiftie, in all' kind* of 
the moll: confderabic preparations Of -war, and the moll 
(fi/quiering with regard to the publick tranquillity, when 
he thoDght fit to demand cxplanaiionc of her' Majrity; 
touching the military difpolttions that were making in her 
dominions; dirpofitions on which Oie had not refolved tilF 
after the preparations of his Pruflian Majcfty had been 
made; that though her Majcfty might have declined 
explaining herfelf on thofe fubjefls, which required' no 
explanation, flie had been pleafed to declare, with her 6*n 
mouth, toM.de Klingraafe, that the critical ftate of 
publick affairs rendered the meafurcs fhe was taking 
ahfolutely neceffary for her own fafety, and that of he* 
aHics ; but that, in other refpcfts, they tended t6 tho 
prejudice of no perfon whatfbever: that her InrperisI Ma- 
jeSy had undoubtedly a right to form what judgement' As 
pleafed on the circumftances of the times' ; ami likcwift 
that it belonged 't6 hone hut herfelf to eftimate her owi* 
danger: that her declaration warsfo clear, ftic neve* 
imagined it could be thought otherwifc; that being ae- 
cuflomed tp receive, as! well as to praiflifrf the decorum* 
wh]ih fovereigns owe to each otherj fhe could notheaf 
without aftbnilhmcnt and fcnfibility the contents of (he 
memorial now prefcnted by M;de Klrngraafe; fo extra* 
ordinary, both in themattcrandcxpreffions, that flie would 
find herfelf under a necelEty of tranfgreffing the bounds of 
that moderation which fhe had prefcribed to herfelf, were 
fhe to anfwer the whole oi* its contents: neverthekfs, flie 
thought proper' to dei-lare, that the information communt'- 
cated.to his Pruflian Majcfty of an ofFenfive alliance againft 
him fubfifting between herfelf and the Emprefs of Ruffian 
together 
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BOOK together with the circumilanccs and pretended ftipulations 

, ' .. 'of that alliance, were abfolutclj' falfc and forged, for no 
1756. fuch treaty did exift, or ever had exifted. She concluded 
with obferving, that this declarfition would enable all 
Europe to judge of what weight and quality thofe dreadful 
events were which Klingraafe's memorial announced j and 
to perceive that, in any cafe, they could not be imputed 
to her Imperial Majcfty. This anfwer, though feemingly 
expliciti'was not deemed fulEciently categorical, or at leaft 
not fuitableto the pnrpofes of the King of Fmffia, who, 
by his refident at Vienna, once more declared, that if the 
Emprefs-Queen would fign a pofiiive afTurance .that ihc 
would not attack his Pruffian Majefty either this year or 
the next, hewouM direflly withdraw bis troops, and let 
things be rellored to their former footing. This demand 
was evaded, on pretence that Xuch an aflurance could not 
be more binding than the folemn treaty by which he was 
aJready fecured J a treaty which the Emprefs-Queen had 
no intention to violate. But, befoie an anfwer could be 
delivered, the King had ai5lually invaded Saxony, and pub- 
lilbed his d'eclaration againft the court of Vienna. The 
court of Vienna believing that the King of PrulBa was 
brat upon employing his arms fomewhere; being piqued 
at the dictatorial manner in which his demands were con- 
veyed J unwilling to lay themfelves under further re- 
firidions ; apprehenfive of giving umbrage to their allies^ 
and confident of having provided for their own fecurity, 
refolved to run the rifquc of his refentment, not without 
hopes of being indemnified in the courfe of the war for 
that part of Silefia which the Queen had been obliged to 
cede in the treaty of Breflau. 

§ VI. Both fides being thus prepared, and perhaps 
equally eager for a£tion, the King of PruOia would no 
longer fufpend his operations, and the ftorm firft fell upon 
Saxony. He refolved to penetrate through that country 
into Bohemia, and even to take pofTeflion of it as a frontier, 
as well as for the convenience of ingrefs and egrefs to and 
from the Auftrian dominions. Befides, he had reafon to 
believe 



(i^[i 



G E O R G E ir. ' 

believe the King of Poland, £)r£tor of Saxony, wu con* 
neded with the Czarina and the Empiefi- Queen t there- , 
fore, he thought it would be impolitic^ to leave that 
prince in any condition to give him the leaft difturbance. 
His army entered the Saxon territory towards the latter 
end of Augull, when he publifhed a declaration, importing 
that the unjuft condud and dangerous views of the court 
of Vienna againfl: his Majcfty's dominions laid him under 
the neccffity of talcing proper meafures for proteding his 
territories and fubjeSs ; that for this purpofe he could not 
forbear talcing the difagr^eahlerefolution to enter with his 
troops the hereditary dominions of his Majefly the King of 
Poland, Ele^or of Saxony : but be protefted before God 
and man, that on account of his perlbnal efteem md 
friendfhip for that prince, he would not have proceeded to 
this extremity, had he not been forced to it by the laws of 
war, the fatality of theprefent conjunfturc, and the ne. 
ceffity of providing for thedeftnfe and fecurily of hii 
fubjeids. He reminded the pubiicic of the tendernefs with 
which he had treated the Eledor of Saxony, during the 
campaign of the year one thoufand feveti hundred and 
forty-four, and of the bad confequences refulting to that 
monarcli from his engagements with the enemies of Pruffia. 
He declared that the apprehenlions of being expofed again 
tofuch enterprifes had obliged him to take thofe precau- 
tions which prudence diflated : but he protefted in the 
moft (blemn manner, that he had no hostile views againft 
his PoliQi Majcfty, or his dominions ; that his troops did 
not enter Saxony as enemiei, and he had taken care that ' 
they fliould obferve the beft order and the moft exaA dif- 
cipline: that he defired nothing more ardently than the 
happy minute that (hould procure him the fatisfadion of 
reftoring to'his Polifll Majcfty his hereditary dominions, 
which he had fclfed only as a facred depofitum. By his 
minifter at Drefden, he liad demanded a free pa/Tage for 
his forces through the Saxon dominions; and this the 
King of Poland was ready to grant, with reafonable limi- 
t»Uons» ip be fetlltd by commiflaiies appointed for that 
purpofe. 
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pnrpcrfe. But thefe were formalities which did not at all 
J fuit with hts Prui£aa MajcAy's difpofition or dcfign. Even 
before this requi£tion w^s made, a body of bis troops^ 
amouating to fifteen thaufand, under th^ command of 
Prince Fertfinand, bcother to the Duke of Brunfwicic, 
took ppflcfBon of Leip&dkon tlie tiirenticth day of Sb^ib- 
ben - -Heit'he publifbed a dbdaiation, lignifyiag that it 
was hit Piuffian Majefty's intention toconfider ajid defend 
the iahabtiantE of thxD Ei«£torate as if they were his own 
fubjofls ; and that he had given precife orders to his troops 
to djferve the didII exa£t difcipline. As. the firft mark of 
his affefljon, heordered them to provide the army with all 
forts of provifion, according to ;i certain rate, on pain of 
military -execution. That, fame evening notice was given 
ts the corporation of oierchants, that their deputies fliould 
pay alii taxes isnd cuflcwis tothe K,ing of PruCGa: then be 
took pofTeSon f>i the (Hiftom-houfe and excire<>o£&ce, and 
ordered the magazines of corn and meal to be opened foe 
l^e ufe of his foldiers, 

< § VII. The King of Poland,, apprehenfive of fucb at 
V^tation, had ordered alt tl^^ troops of Jais (:l,e£torate to 
leave their quarters, and aljiemble in allrong.camp marked 
Out-foi' tliem between Pirna fnd Kotugftein,. which was 
Pfttrenched, and provided witU a numerous tEain of ar- 
tillery. . Thiiher the King of Poland repaired, v^h his 
tWH3 fonS XaveriuG and Cjiarles ; but the Queeri and the 
tell of the royal family remained: at Drefd^n, Of this 
Citpiial his PrulBan Msjeliyi with thp bulk of Ins army, 
tct^kpofleffion on the eighth , day of. September,' when he 
was viGted'by Lord S.tormont, thefnglifh am ballad or at 
thft.^uFtt accompanied i>y Count Salmour^ a Saxori 
piinifi^r, who, in'his mailer's name; propofed.ane.utrality. 
The Ktngof Praflia profefled himfelf extremely well pleafed 
with (be pfiopofal i and, as the moft convincing proof of 
l»is neutrality, defired the King of Poland would feparate 
his army, by ordering his. ttoops to return to their former 
quarters. His PoJifh Majelly did not like to befo tutored 
in his own- dominions : he depended for his ()wn fafety 

more 
5 
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'tttoreupon the valour and attachment of his troops tfatis CHAP, 
afiembled, than upon the friendlhip of a pfincc who had y*' 
-invaded his dominions, and fequeflered liis revenue with- 17J& 
out provocation ; and he trufted too muchto the fttnation 
of his camp at Pi'rna, which was deemed impregnable. In 
the mean time, the King of Pruffia fixed his head-qua^ter» 
at Seidlitz, about half a German league dtHant from Ptrita, 
and polled his army in fucb a manner as to be able to m- 
-tercept all convoys of provifion ddlgned for the Saxon 
camp : hia forces extended on the right towards the fron- 
tiers of Bdbemia, and the vanguard actually feifed the pafies 
that lead to the circles of Satzer and Leutmeritz in thkt 
Icingdom ; white Prince Ferdinand of Erunfwtdk marched 
widi 3 body of troops along the Elbe, and took poft at 
19it3 lad place without oppofition. At the fame time 
the King covered his own dominions, byaflembling two 
conftderabJe bodies in Upper and Lower Silelta, which 
occupied the pafles that communicated with the circles of 
Suntzlau and Koningfgratz. Hoftilitiea were commenced 
-<m the thirteenth day of September by a detachment of 
-PrufEan huflars, who attaclced an Auftrian efcorte to a 
convoy of provifions, defigned for the Saxon camp ; and 
having routed them, carried off a confiderable number of 
loaded Waggons. The magazines at Drefden were filled 
with an immenfe quantity of' proviOon and forage for the 
Pruffian army, and the bakers were ordered to prepare a 
vaft quantity of bread, for which purpofe thirty new oven* 
.were ereiSed, When the King of Pruffia firtl arrived ac 
Drefden, he lodged at thehoufeof the Countefs Moczinlka ; 
and gave orders that the Qiieen and royal family of Poland 
Ihould be treated with all due veneration and rcrpe^l* : 

evan 

■ Hi) Mii)efty feemt R> haTc ibitcdof this nfpeA in OiE lequel, irw«iiiir ' 
bcliere the sirsrlions of hie Porilh MajeAy's Queen, and the couit of ^^i«u», 
vbo aftrnutl. thai Icntiiicis w«ri polled within the palace where the (tueen 
>ad royai family relided j ai alfo it the door of the lecret cabinet, where the 
papers relating Ci tbrsign tranl'idliois wde depoTited. The beyi of this Cabi- 
net were feifsd.. and all the wrJlingidcmanded. The whde Saxon miufirj 
were dlfchaigeii from their refpefUve enililojnienti, mi a new eommiffion »»» 
cAiblilbed by the King of PruQia for ths adouoiitiatJaa of ajfiiri in seoCol. 

Whea 
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- ' *ii? ^ ''*" *''''* *''* Saxon camp was blocked up on every ficUy 
^ '. f he fometimes permitted ^ waggon^ loaded with frefh pro- 
■7i<- vifion and game, to pafs unmoleftcd for the ufc of liis 
Folilh Majcfty. 

§ VIII. During there tranfa^ions the greateft part of 
the PruJfian army advanced into Bohemia, under the com- 
mand of Vcldt-Marefchal Keith*, who reduced the town 
and palace of Tetchcn, took pofleffion of all the pa£^, 
and encamped near Auffig, a fmall town in Bohemia, at 
no great diftance from the Imperial aimy, amounting to 
fifty thoufand men, commanded by Count Brown, an offi- 
cer of Irifli extrafl, who had often diftinguilhed himfelf in 
the field_ by his courage, vigilance, and condvd> His 
Fruffian Majefty having left a confiderable body of troops 
for the blockade of Pima, alTamed in perfon the command 
of Marfechal Keith's corps, and advanced to give battle 
to the enemy. On the twenty-ninth day of September he 
formed his troops in two columns, and in the evening 
arrived with his van at Welmina, from whence he faw the 
Aultrian army pofted with its right at Xiowotchutz, and 
its left towards the Egra. Having occupied with fix 
battalions 

When the Queen entreated this prince to remoie therentinclipoAcdwithiDtbe 
palace, and cantiguoQi pnAagei, agreeiUy to hi) alTurance! (hat all due refpeA 
Ihould be obferved tuwaidi the royal familjr, the King oideied the guards to he 
doubled, and fcnt in officer to demaod of he'r Majefty the key) of the lecttt 
uhinec. The Queen obtained tbii oSicer'i coiiTent, that the doon IhouU he 
(ealedupj but afterward) he tcnirned with orders to. bicalc them open : then 
her Majefty, placing herfelf before the door, faid, [he truKed To much to Che 
promire of the King of Pruflia, that Ihe could not belieie he had giten fudk 
otden. The officer declaring chit his otderi were poficiTe, andthatbe dorft 
not difobey them, Oie conlinueLl in the fame place, declaring, that if nolenw ' 
wai tobe ufid, hemuft beglnwitliher. The officer returning to acquaint the 
King with what had pafTed, her Majclly conjured the mlnillcrB of Pruffia and 
England to remind his Majeily of hii prumife, but her reprefentaliani had 
no elT(£l ; the officer returned with frefh orders to ufe force, in fpiie of the 
oj^tion file might make agiinft it in perfon. The Q^een, linding herfidf 
In danger ef her life, at length withdrew i ihe doois were fcreed, [he chefb 
broke open, and all the papers fcifed. 

• Brother to the Earl Mirifchal ofScotland, a gentlsmaB who had Ggnalifed 
himfelf aiagencralin-theRuiriaa army, and was accounted one- of the belt 
officen of hii time } not more adnuied for hi) gealM, than vni^le' in Mt 
Jifpofition. 
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battalions a hollowway, and fomeriGng grounds, which chap. 
commanded the town of Iiowofchutz, he remained all ' . 

night under arms at Welmina 3 and on the iirft day of ,jjs. 
October, early in the morning, formed his whole army in 
order of battle ; the firft line, confitling of the infantry, 
occupying two hills, and - a bottom betwixt them ; the 
fecond line being formed of fome battalions, and the third 
compofedofthe whole cavalry. The AuArian general had 
taken poJTeffion of Lowofchutz, with a great body of infan- 
try, and placed a battery of cannon in front of the town : 
he had formed his cavalry chequerwife, in a line between 
Lowofchutz and the village of Santchitzj and poAed 
about two thoufand Croats and irregulars in the vineyards 
and avenues on his right. The morning was darkened 
with a thick fog, which vaniQted about feven : then the 
FrulHiin cavalry advanced to attack the enemy's horfe, but 
received fuch a fire from the irregulars, pofled in vineyards 
and ditches, as well as from a numerous artillery, that 
they were obliged to retire for prote^ion to the 
rear of the PruSan infantry and cannon. There being 
formed, and led back to the charge, they made an im- 
preffion on the Audrian cavalry, and drove the irregulart 
. and other bodies of infantry from the ditches, defiles, 
and vineyards which they poflelTcd : but they fufiered To 
feverely in this dangerous fcrvice, that the King ordered 
them to reafcend the hill, and take poft again behind the 
infantry, from whence they no more advanced. In the 
mean time a furious cannonading was maintained on both 
fides with confiderable efFed. At length the left of the 
Pruffian infantry was ordered to attack the town of Lowof- 
chutz in flank ; but met with a very warm reception, and, 
in all likelihood, would have mifcarried, had not Veldt- 
Marefchal Keith headed them in perfon : when be drew 
his fword, and told them he would lead them on, he was 
given to underhand, that all their powder and Ihot was 
exhaufted ; he turned immediately to them with a chear- 
ful countenance, faid he was very glad they had no more 
ammunition^ being well allured the enemy would not 
with Hand 
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BOOK withftand them at pufli of bayonet ; Co faying, he advanced 

■ . ' , at their head, and-drivingthe Auftriansfrom Lowofchutz, 
1^5. fet the fuburbs on fire. Their infantry had been al- 
ready obliged to quit the eminence on the right ; and 
now their whole army retired to Budin, on the other fide 
of the Egra. Some prifoneis, colours, and pieces of can- 
non, were taken on both fides ; and the lofs of each might 
amount to twothoufand iivc hundred killed and wounded : 
lb that, on the whole, it was a drawn battle, though both 
generals, claimed the viflory. The detail of the action, 
publifhed at Berlin, declares that the King of PrulKa not 
only gained the battle, but that fame day eflablifhed his 
liead quarters at LoWofchutz : whereas the Auflrian ga- 
zetteaffirms, thattheMarefchal Count Brown obliged his 
Pruffian Majefty to retire, and remained all night on the 
field of battle ; but next day, finding his troops in want 
of water, he repaired to the camp of Budin. If the battle 
-was at all decifivc, the advantage certainty fell to the 
Auftrians ; for his Pruffian Majefty, who, in all probability, 
tad hoped to winter at Prague, was obliged, by the oppo- 
fition he met with, to refign this plan, and retreat before 
winter into the cledtorate of Saxony. 

§ IX. The Prullian army having rejoined that body 
which had been left to block up the Saxons at Pirna, 
his Polifh Majefty and his troops were reduced to 
fuch extremity of want, that it became indifpenfibly ne- 
ceflary either to attempt an efcape, or furrender to the King 
of Pruffia. The former part of the alternative waS chofen, 
aAd the plan concerted with Count Brown, the Auftrian 
general, who, in order to facilitate the execution, advanced 
privately with a body of troops to Lichtendorf, near 
Schandau; but the jundion could not be cffcdled. On 
the fourteenth day of October the Saxons threw a bridge 
of boats over the Elbe, near Konigftein, to which caftle 
they removed all their artillery; then ftriking their tents 
in the night, pafTed the river undifcovered by the enemy. 
They continued to retreat with all poISble expedition ; but 
. the roads were fo bad, they made little progrefs. Next 

day, 
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day, when part of thta)> hii advanced about half way op a C H a p> 
hill oppollce to Konigftcin, aiid the reft were cijtanglcd i^ a J\ . 
narrow plain, where there waa no room to aft, they p^r- »js6. 
ccived that the Pruffians were iit pofTelEon of all tho paifts, 
and found themfelves furrounded on every lide, ffintipg 
with hunger and fatigue, and deflitute of every conve- 
nience. In this deplorable condition they remained, when 
the King of Poland, from the fortrefs of KonigAein, (ejit 
a letter to his general, the Veldt -Marefchal Count Rutow- 
&i, veiling him with full and difcrstionary power to &r- 
render, or take fuch other meafures as be fliould judge 
mofl conducive to the prefervation of the officers and fol- 
diers*. By this time Count Brown had retired to Budin, 
ib that there was no choice left. A capitulation was de- 
manded : but, ini efk^, the whole Saxon army was 
obliged to furrender at difcretion : and the foldiers were 
afterwards, by compulfion, incorporated with the troopa of 
Pruilia, The King of Poland being thus deprived of his 
eiedloral dominions, ' his troops, a'nns, artillery, and am- 
munition, thought it high time to provide for his own 
fafety, and retired with all expedition to Poland. His 
Vol. IV. C Prufliatt 

• The letter wai to the fgllowlne effeS : 
"VeWt-Muefchal Count RutowJld, 

" IT u not witbout eitreme forrow I underftand the deplorable Gtuatida, 
which * chain oF miiforCunei hta lefeircd for you, the reft of my geneials, 
asdmy whole army : butwemuA ac<[uiefce Id the dlfpearatloni of Proridence, 
andcanfirieauTrelvei with the reflitude of oar fentimenti and intentions. 
The; w luld forci me, it reCnu, as you give me to underitand by Major-Oenerit 
the Baron deDyherrn, talubmit tacondillonscbe mo{p leveie, in proportion 
ai Chccircumltaneei arebecomemare necefficoui. I cannot hear them men- 
tioned, lama f»e monarch ; Toch I will liie ; fuch I will lie ; mi I wlli 
both live and die wilh honour. The fateof my army I leave wholly to youc 
difcretion. Let yout council of vrar determine whether you muft furrender 
prifonenofwar, fullby Che fword, ordie by famine. May your refolutioBi, 
ifpoflible, be coaduiled by humanity: whateier they may be, 1 h>« no 
longer any fhare in them: and I declare you fliall not be anfiverable for 
aught bat one thing, namely not Co carry innt againft me or my altiei. I 
pray God tniy have yoo, Mr. Marefcha^, in hit ho|f keeping. Given al Ko- 
nigAeia the l4thDf OOober, 1756. ' 

"AUGUSTUS, Ra." 
To tkq VfUt-Maielchil the Cgunt Rutowlki. 

s 
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BOpK Pruffian Majcfty cantoned his fowes in the neighhftur- 

\^ - ' _ f hood of Seidlitz, and' along the Elbe towards Dref- 
1756. den. His other army, which had entered Bohemia, un- 
der the command of the Count de Schwerin, retired 
(0 the confines of the county of Glatz, where they 
were diflribuled in quarters of cantonment; Co that 
this Ihort campaign was finiOied by tbe beginning of 
November. 

$ X. The King of Poland, in his diftrefs, did not fail to 
implore the affiftance and mediation of neutral powers. 
His minifter at the Hague prefcnted a memorial to the 
States- General, complaining, that the invafion of Saxony 
was one of thofe attacks againft the law of nations, which, 
from thegreat rcfpeftdueto this law, demanded the af- 
fiRance of every power intereftcd in the prefei'vatJon of its 
own liberty and independency. He obferved, that, from 
theiirfl gUmpfc ofmifundeiftanding between the courts of 
Vienna and Berlin, he had exprefsly enjoined his mini- 
fters at all the courts of Europe to declare, that it was 
hisiirm refolution, in the prefent cbnjunfture of affairs, 
toobfervethe {trii^lVneutrality. He reprelented, that a 
free and neutral ftate had been, in the midft of peace, in- 
vaded by an enemy, whodifguifed himfelf under the inafque 
of friendfhip, without alledging the leaft complaint, 
or any pretenfion whatfoevcr ; but founding himfelf folely 
on his own convenience, made himfelf mafler, by armed 
force, of all the cities and towns of the deflorate, dif- 
mantling fome, and fortifying others : that he had difarmed 
the burghers; carried olf the magi ft rat ei as hoflages for 
the payment of unjuft and enormous contributions of pro- 
vifions and forage; feifed the coffers, confifcated the re- 
venues of the ele£torate, broke open the arfenaJs, and ' 
tranfported the arms- and artillery to his own town of 
Magdeburgh ; aboHQied the privy-council, and, inftead 
, of the lawful government, eAabliQied a direftory, 
which acknowledged no other law but his own arbitrary 
will. He gave them to underiland, that all ihcfe proceed- 
ings were no other than preliminaries to the unheard-of 
treatment 



G E O R G E li. 1^ 

trtatment which was refcrved for a queen, whofe virtue* CHaHj 
ought to have commanded refpefl, even from her enemies : \_ . -_' , _/ 
that, from the hands of that augufl princefs, the archives >7jfii 
of the ftate were forced away by menaces and violences, 
notwithilanding the fecurity which her Majefty had pro- 
aifed herfelf under the protection of all lawfj human and 
divioe; and notwichflanding the repeated alTurances given 
by the ICing df PruIEa, that not only her perfon, and th« 
place of her refidence, (hould be abfolutely fafe, but that 
even the PrutHan garrifon fiiould be Uoder her dire£lion. 
He obfervcdt that a prince who declared himfcif protestor 
of the protelbmt religion had begun the war, by crulhing 
the very ftate to which that religion owes its eftablilh- 
ment, and the prefervation of its moft invaluable rights ; 
that he had brolcc through the moft lefpeflable laws which 
conftitute the union of the Germanick body, under co< ' 
lour of a defenfe which the Empire flood in no need of, ex- 
cept againfthimfelfi chat the King ef Pruffia, while he 
infifls on having entered Saxony as a friend, demands hin 
army, the admihiftration of his dominions, and, in a word, 
thefacrificeof his whole eledloratej and that the PruiGan 
dire^ry, in the declaration of motives, publitbed undat 
the nofe of a prince to whom friendihip was pretended, 
thought it fuperfluous to alledge even any pretext, to colour 
the ufurpation of his territories and revenues — Though 
this was certainly the cafe, in his Prullian Majefty's firll 
ex^lition of rAdtives, the omilHon was afterwards fupplied, 
in a fubfequent memorial to the States -General j in which 
be charged the King of Poland, as an accomplice in, if 
not an accc(r»ry to the treaty of Peterfburgh; and even 
taxed him with having agreed to a partition of feme Prullian 
territories, when they fhould be conquered. This treaty 
of partition,, however, appears to have been made in tims 
ofaftual war, ^befoie all caufc of difpute u^as removed by 
the peace of Dtefden. 

. § XL While the Auftrian and Pruflian armies where in 

the field, their refpei^ive oiinifters were not Idle at Katif- 

bfin, where three Imperial decr^s were publilbed againlt 

C a hl» 
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BOOK his Pruffian Majeftjr : the firft, fummoning that prince tO' 
^_ ' J withdraw his troopsfcomthe ele^orateof Saxony: the fc- 
i7j6. cond, commanding all the vafTals of the Empire employed 
by the King. of PruSla to quit that ffrvice ioimediately ;. 
and the third, forbiddJRg the tnembers of the Empire to 
fufFcr any levies of foldiers, for the Pruffian fervice, to be 
rai fed within their refpeftjve jurifdidions, TbeFrenct 
nlinifter declared to the diet, that the proceedings of hi»^ 
Pruffian Majefty having difclofcd to the world the prt^'eft 
concerted between that prince and theKingof England, to 
, excite in the Empire a religious war, which might be fa- 
vourable to theirparticular views, his moftChriftian Majeftyj, 
in confequenceofhisengagement with the Emprefs-Queen^ 
and many other princes of the Empire, being refolved to 
iuccour them in the moil efficacious manner, would forth- 
with fend fuch^ a number of troops to their aid, ae might 
be thought neccflary to prcferve the liberty of the Gev- 
itianiclc body. On- the other hand, the Pruffian minifter 
^fluted the diet, that his mafter would very foon produce 
the proofs that were come to his hand^ofthc plan con- 
certed by the courts of Vienna and Drefden, for the fub- 
verfion of his elefioral houfe, and tor impoiing upon bii» 
a yoke, which feemed to threaten the whole Empire. ' 

§ XII. About the fame time, tbe Ruffian rel^lent at the 
Hague communicated to the States -General a dcelaratioiv 
from his miftrefs, importing, that her Imperiat Majefly hav- 
ing feen a memorial pre fen ted at the court of Viennaby the 
King ofPruffia's envoy extraordinary, was thereby con- 
vinced that his Pruflian Majelly's intentionwas to attack the^ 
territories of the Emprefs-Queen J in which cafe, Oie (the 
Czarina) was inevitably obliged to fuccour her ally with 
all her forces ; for which end fhe had ordered all her troops 
in Livonia to be forthwith a&mbled on the frontiers, and 
hold themfelvcs in readinefs to march : that, moreover, 
the RuiEan admiralty had been enjoined to provide imme- 
diately a fufficient number of gallies for tranfporting a large 
body of troops to Lubeck. The minifiers of the Kmprefs- 
Queen, botb at tbe Hagu^ and' at London, delivered me- 
morials 
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monUi (othe Sutes-General and his firitanniclc Miyefty, chap. 
demanding the fuccours whicli thcfe two powers were bound y_, '.j 
toafforddMhouTeof Auftriaby thetreat/of Aix-la-Cha- i7s«. 
^le ; but their High MigbtindTes kept warily aloof, ty 
■dint of cvafion, and the King of Great-britain was -far 
•odicfwile engaged. Tke invafion of Saxony had well nigh 
produced tragedies ia the royal family of France. I'he 
^auphinefs, who was far advanced in her pregnancy, tto 
Sooner leamed the diflrefsful circuinflancca of her parent^ 
«he King and Queen ef Poland, than fhe was feifed with 
violentSts, which occaftoned amifcarriage, and brought 
her life into the mod imfnincnt danger. The Prnlfian mi- 
aiifter wa> immediately ordered to quit Verfaillea ; and di- 
xe£lioiis were defpatched to rtie French mlnlfler at berlin, 
<orctire froOi that court without taking leave. Finally, 
(he Einperour of Germuiy condadcd a new convention 
with the Freach King, regulating the fuccours to be de- 
rived from that quarter: 'he claimed, in all theufuaJ forma* 
the aiBftance of the GcFmanick hody, as guarantee of the 
pragmatick fandlion and treaty of Drcfdenj and Sweden 
was alio addrcfTed on the fame fubjed. 

§ XIIL The King of Pruffia did not ptffively bear all 
the imputations that were Jtxed upon his conduct. His 
miniflcr at the Hague prefemed a memorial, in anfwer to 
that^of the Saxon relident. In which he accufed the court 
of Drefden ef having adopted every part of the fcheme 
which his enemies had fqrmed for bis deftruftion. He 
aiOirmed that the Saxon -minivers had, in all the courts q[ 
Europe, played off every engine of unwarrantable politicks, 
in order to pave the way for the execution «f their project : 
that they had endeavoared to give an odious turn to his 
moft innocent aflions: that they had fpared neither ma- 
licious infinuations, nor even the moft atrocious calum- 
jiies, to alienate all the world from his M^edy, and ralfe 
up enemies againll him every where. He faid, he had re- 
ceived information that the court of Saxony intended to 
let his troops pafs freely, and afterwards wait for events of 
frJaLch they might arail themfelves, either by joining his 
C3 enemies, 
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BOOK enemies, or making a diverfion in his dominions : that In 

, • . fuch a fituation he could not avoid having recourfe to the 
(;{$. only means which were left him for preventing his inevi- 
table ruin, by putting it out oF the power of Saxony 
(o increafe the number of his enemies. He aflerced, that 
all the meafures he had purfued in that electorate were but 
the necelTaiy confequences of the firft refoJution he was 
forced to t^lce for his own prefervaiion : ihat he had done 
nothing but deprived the court of Saxony of the means of 
hurting him i and this had been done with all poflible mo- 
deration ; that the country enjoyed all the fecuriry and all 
the quiet which could be expedled in the very midft of 
peace, the Pruflian troops obferving the moft exa£t difci- 
piine: that all due refpe£t was fliown to the Queen of Po- 
land, who had been prevailed upon, by ihe^oil fuitable 
leprefen tat ions, to fuffer fome papers to be taken from the 
Paper Office, of which his PrulBan Majefty already had 
copies ; and thought it necefiary, to afcertain the dan- 
gerous dclign of the Saxon miniftry againft him, to fecure 
the originals ; the exiftence and reality of which might 
otberwife have been denied. He obferved that every man 
has a right to prevent the mifchief with which he is 
threatened, and to retort it upon its authour; and that 
neither the conAitutions nor tlie laws of the Empire could 
obftru£l the exertion of a right fo fuperiour, to all others as 
Ihatof felf-prefervation and felf-defenfe; cfpecially when > 
the depofitoryof thefelaws is foclofely united totheeneijiy, 
9s manifeflly to abufe his power in her favour. 

§ XIV. But the moft important ftep which his Pruffian 
Majefty took in hisown juftification, was thatof publifli- 
jng another memorial, fpepifying thecondufl of the courts 
of Vienna and Saxony, and their dangerous defigns againft 
his petfon and intereft, together with the original docu- 
ments adduced as proofs of thefe finifter intentions. As a 
knowledge ofthefe pieces is requifite to form adiftinflidea 
cf the motives which produced the dreadful war upon the 
fontinfent, it will not be amifs to uftier the fubftance of 
ttl?P! to (hf fpadcr's acquaintapc?. His Pruffiaii Majcfty 

• 
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sffirtm, tbattpa[Tive:at theTourceof. th^ vaft plan upon CHAP, 
which the courts of Vienna and Saxony bad been em- ^ ' , 
ployed againft him ev«r fince the peace of Drefilen, we 1756. 
muft trace it as far bacic ai the war .which preceded this 
peace: chat the fond hopes which the two allied, courts 
had conceived upon the fuccefs of the campaign in the year 
one thoul^ud feven hundred and forty-four gave occaiioQ 
to 2 treaty of evCntlial partition, flipulating that the court 
of Vienna, ibould poflels the duchy of Silefia and the 
county of Glatz ; while the King of Poland, Ele&or of 
Saxony, flio'uld fbare the duchies of Magdeburgh 
and Croiflcn; the circles of 2uUichow and Swibus, to- 
gether with the PruUian part of Lufatia : that- after the 
peace of Drefden, concluded in the year one thoufand 
leven bundled and forty-five, there was no further room 
fbratrcatyof thisnature: yet the court of Vienna pro- 
~ pofed to that of Saxony a new alliance, in which the 
treaty of eventual partition fliould be renewed: but this 
laft thought it necdfary, in the firll place, to give a greater 
confiftency to their plan, by grounding it upon an alliance 
between Che E m pre fs* Queen and theCzarina. Accordingly, 
tfaefe two powers did, in taifl, conclude a defenfive alliance 
at Peterlburgh in the courfe of the enfuing year: but 
the body or oftenfible part of this treaty was compofed 
merely with a view to conceal from the knowledge 
of the publick fix fecret articles; the fourth of which was 
levelled fingly againft Pruffia, according to the exa£l copy 
of it, which appeared among the documents. In this ar- 
licle^ the Emprefs-Qucen of Hungary and Bohemia fets 
out with a proteftation, that Qie will religioufly obferve the 
treaty of Drefden: but explains her real way of thinking 
upon the fubjed:, a little lower, in the following terms! 
" If the King of Pruffia fliould be the firft to depart from 
"this peace, by attacking either her Majefty theEmprefs- 
*' Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, or h" Majefty the 
*' Emprefs of Ruffia, or even the republick of Poland ; in 
" ail diefe cafes, the rights of the Emprcfs-Queen to Si- 
*' iefia and the county (if GUtx would again take place, 
C 4 "and 
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aOOK « 4nd recover their full efteft: (h«twocoHtraflt!tigpMtit« 
* , -' ,_ f ** fliouldmutualtyaffifteach other with fixty thbufand men 
i75«. " to achieve there conqueJls." The Kmg obfcrvci upon 
this article, " that tvtry wir which can atife between bin 
amJ-Ruffia, orthere^uhlitt of Poland, wouW be looked 
upon as a msniTeft infradion of the peate of Dterden,' 
iird ateVival of the rights of the houfeof AuftriatoStlefia ; 
thvngh neither Rtiffia nor the republick of Poland is at all 
concerned in the treaty of Drelden } and thowghthe latter, 
irith which the £i(ig lived in the moft intimate friendibip, 
Was not «ven in^alliance with the court 6f Vienna : that, 
According to I'M principles of the law of nature, received 
among all civilifed nations, the moft the court of 
Vienna could be authorifed to do in fach cafeg, would be 
to fend thofe fuccours to her allies whkh are due to them 
bv treaties, without her having theleafli pretenfe, on that 
akcount^ to free herfelf from the particular engagements 
febfiltrng between her and . the King: be appealed, theie- 
(bW, to'tbe judgement of the impartial world,- whether 
fn this fAjtot article the contrai^ing powers had kept 
within the bounds of- a.defenfive alliance; or whether 
thi& article did not rather contain a plan of an ofienfive 
allianeeigainft'the King of Pruffia. He affirmed it was 
obrioBS, from this article, that the court of Vienna had 
prepared three pretenfes for die recovery of SileAa ; and 
that flie thought to attain her end, either by provoking the 
King to commence hoAilities againft her, or to kindle a 
iVar between his Majefty and Ruffiaby her fecret intrigues 
and machinations: he alledged that the court of 
Saxony, being invited to accede to this alliance, e^rly 
accepted the invitation ; furnilhed its minilters at PeterT- 
burgh with full powers for that puipofe; and ordered them 
to declare that their mafler was not only ready to accede 
to the treaty itfelf, but a|fo to the fecret article againft 
Pruffia; and to Juin in the regulations made by the two 
courts, provided ^ffe£tual meafures fhould be taken, as 
well forthe fecurity of Saxony, as for its indemnification 
^nd rccompenfe, in proportion to the efforts aad progrefs 
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(h4t might b« made : that the court of Drefden declared, C HA p. 
if upon any frefli attack from the King of Pruffia' the ^ , ' _, 
Emprefs-Queen ihoutd, by their affiftancc, not only re- >f 5S. 
conquer Silefia, and the county of Glatz, but alfo reduce ■ 
him within narrower bounds, the King of Poland, as 
Elefler of Saxony, would abide by the partition formerly 
ftipuUted between him and the Emprefs-Queen. He 
idfo declared that Count Lofs, the Saxon miniller at Vi- 
enna, Was charged to open a private negociation for fettling 
an eventual partition of the conqueft which might b^ 
' made on Pruffia, by laying down, as the bafis of it, the 
treaty of Lelpficlc, figncd on the eighteenth day of May, in 
the year one thoufand fcven hundred and forty-five, as 
wotfld appear by the documents affixed. He owned it had 
been fuppo fed, through the whole of this negociation, 
Aat the King of Pruffia Ihould be the aggrefTor againft 
the court of Vienna; but he infilled, that even in this 
oale the King of Pdand could have no right to make con- 
quclle on his Praffian Majefty. He likewife acknowledged 
that the court of Saxony had not yet acceded in form to 
thetreatyof Peterfburghi but he obferved, its allies were 
given to underftand again and again, that it was ready to 
Accede without reftriSrion, whenever this could be done 
itithout rifquc t and the advantages to be gained fliouldbe 
fecured in its favour : circum (lances proved by divers au-.< 
thentick documents, particularly by a letter from Count 
fleniing to Count de Brubl, informing him that Count 
Uhlefield had charged him to rcprefenl afreA:to his court, 
that they could nM.take too fecure meafurcs againft thft 
ambitious vietrs 6f the King of PruiBiaf that Saxony, in 
particular, ought to be cautious, as being the mofttfxpoled: 
that it was of the highefl importance to ftrcngthcn their 
<^d engagements upon the footing propofed by the late 
Count de Harrach in the year one thoufand feven hundred 
and forty-five i a flep which might be taken on occcafion 
pf his Polifli Majefty's acceifion to the treaty of Peterf- 
burgh. The anfwer of Count Brubl to this defpatch im- 
ported. That tfie King of Poland was not ayerfe to treat 

W 



l6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

BOOK iri the utmoU fecrery vith the court of Vienna abOut 

^ -_'-. j fuccours, by private and confidential declarations relating 
17S6' to the fourth fecret article of the treaty of Peterfburgh, 
on condition of reafonable terms and advantages, which 
in this cafe ought to be granted to his Majetiy. He quoted 
other defpatches, to prove the unwillingnefs of his Poltlh 
Majefty to declare himfelf, until the Kingof Pruffiafhould 
be attacked, and his forces divided; and that this fcruple 
was admitted by the allies of Saxony. From Aefe pretnif- 
ks he deduced this inference, that the court of Drefden, 
without having acceded in form to the treaty of Peterfr 
burgh, was not lefs an accomplice in the dangerous defigns 
which.the court of Vienna had grounded upon this treaty; 
and that having been difpenfed with from a formal concur- 
rence, it had only waited for that moment when it might, 
without running any great rifque, concur in effeft, and 
Ifaare the fpoils of its neighbour. In expeflation of this 
period, he faid, the Auflrian and Saxon minifters laboured' 
in concert and underhand with the more ardour, to bring 
the Ctifits Fcederis into exigence ; for it being laid down as 
a principle in the treaty, that any war whatever between 
bim and Ruffia would authorife the Emprefs-Queen to 
retake Sllefia, thcie was nothing more to be done but to 
kiadle fuch awarj for which purpofe no method was found 
more proper than that of embroiling the King with the 
Emprefs of Ruffia; and to provoke that princefs with al! 
font oi falfe iofmuations, impof^ures, and the moft atro- 
cious calumnies, in laying to hisMajefty's charge a variety 
of defigna, fcmietimes againft Ruffia, and even the perfon 
of Che Czarina; fometimes views upon Poland, and fome- 
times intrigues in Sweden. By thefe and other fuch con- 
trivances, he affirmed they bad kindled the animofity of 
the Emprefs to fuch a degree, that in a council held in the 
month of OAober, in the year one thoufand feven hundred 
and fifty- three, fhe had r^folved to attack the King of Pruffia, 
without any further difcuffion, whether he (hould fall upon 
RBy of the allies of Ruflia, or one of tbem fliould begin 

with 



Dg,l,...cb,.GOOglC 



G E O R G X II. - %j 

with him: a rtfoliition which for that time w as (rullrated ^^^J^^^- 
ty their wantbf fcamcn *n(l magazines^ but the prcpa- , ' . 
rations'were continued, under prstenfe of keeping them- 1756' 
felvcs in a condition to fulfil their engagements contrafted 
in the laft-fuHidiary convention with Engknd ; and when 
«|] were finifbed, the ftorm would f»ll on the King ol 
Pruflia. 

^ XV. This is the fubftance of that famous memorid 
puUiflied by hisPruffian Majefty, to which the jufiifytng 
pieces or authentick documents were annexed; and. to 
which a circumftantial anfwer was exhibited by the parti- 
fans of her Imperial MajefVy. Specious reafons may, 
doubtlefs, be adduced on either fide of almoll: any difpute, 
by writers of ingenuity : but, in examining this conteft, 
it muft be allowed that both Jides adopted illicit praftices. 
The Emprefs-Queen and tht: £le£tor of Saxony had oeri 
tainly a right to form defcnfive treaties for their own pre- 
ferviltiDn ; and, without all doubt, it was their intcreft and 
their duty to fitcure themfelves from the enterprifes of fuch 
a formidable neighbour: biit, at the fame time, the c<»i- 
tra£ti»g parties leem to have carried their views much 
farther than defenfive meafures. Perhaps the court of 
Vienna con{tdered thecefiton of Sile'fia as acircumftance 
altogether com pu I five, and, therefore, not binding againft 
the rights of natural equity. She did not at all doubt that 
the King of Pruflia would be tempted -by his ambition and 
great warlike power to take fome il^p which might be 
juftly interpreted into an infraSion of the .treaty of Drefden; 
and in that cafe She was determined to avail herfelf of the 
confederacy Die had formed, that fhc might retrieve the 
countries fhe had loft by the unfortunate events of the lall 
war, as well as bridle the dangerous power and difpofltion 
of the Pruffian monarch : and, in all probability, the King 
of Poland, over and above the fameconlideration, wasde- 
firous of fome indemnification for the lafl irruption into 
his eleiSora! dominions, and the great fums he had paid 
for the fubfequent peace. Whether they Xvere anthorifed 
ity the ivff of ijaturc and nations to make reprifals by an 



actual 



lUO^Ic 



ft8 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

4 o K tiAuat partitioa Of the 'countries they might conquer} fup* 
^ '"•_ . pofing him to te the aggnSaty we Ihall , not pr«ten4 to 
i;jt, dettrmine: but it does not at all appear that his Piufliaa 
Majefty's danger was Aich as entitled him to take thofe 
violent fteps which he now attempted to Juftify. By ,thia . 
time tlie fiatiie of war was kindled up to a blaze that fooa 
filled the Lmpire with ruin and defolatton; and the King 
bf Praffia had drawn upon himfe^f the refentment of the 
tlwee greateft powers in Europe, who laid afide their form- 
er Animofities, and every confideration. of that balance 
«vhicb it had coll fuch blood and treafure to preferve, in 
order to confpire his . deftrufUon. The King hirofelf 
could not but forefee this confederacy, and know the 
pO\reT it might exert: but probably he confided fo much 
in the number, the valour, and difcipline of hjs troops j in 
the Ikitl of his officers; in his own cooduA and a^vity.; 
diet he hoped .to cruOi the houfe of Auflriabyonerapid 
fendeavour at the latter end of the feAlon, or at leaft.eftablilll 
' htaLfelf in Bohemia, . before her allies could move to. her 
aJEAance, In this hope, however, he was difappointed 
by the vigilance of the Auftrian councils. He found the 
£mpiefs-Queen in a condition to make head against him 
in every avenue to her dominions ; and in a fair way of 
being affifted by the circles of the empire. He faw himfdf 
threatened with the vengeance of the Ruffian emprefs, and 
the fword of France gleaming over his head, without any 
profpefi of affiHance but that which he might derive from 

his alliance with Great-Britain. Thus the K of 

E d exchanged the alliance of R , who was 

his fubfidiary, and the friendship of the Emprefs -Queen, 
his old and natural ally, for a new connexion with his 
P---— n Majefty, who could neither aA as an auxili- 
ary to G B n, nor as a protcSor to H j and 

for this connexion, the advantage of which was merely 

negative, fuch a price was paid hy E d as bad 

never been given by any other potentate of Europe, even 
for fervices of the gieateft importaa9et 
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. §. XVI. About the latter end of November the Saxan- 
minifter at Rattfbon delivered to the diet anew and ain[>le i 
memorial, explainiiig the lamentable ftate of that electo- 
rate, and imploring afrdh the alCItance of the Empire. 
The King of Pruffia had alio addrelTed a letter to th«diet, 
demanding fuccourof the feveral fiates, agreeably to their 
guarantees of the treaties of Weftphalia and Dretden : 
but themtnifler of Mentz, asdiredlorof the diet, having 
refufed to lay it before ^hat alTembly, the mihifter of firaif 
^cnburgh ordered it to be printed, and fent to bia court foe 
further inflru^ions. In the mean time, his Pniffian Ma- 
jefty thought proper to intimate to the King and lenate o£ 
Poland, that (hould the RuiEan troops be permitted to 
march through that kingdom, they might exft&, to ^ 
their country iqade a fcene of war and defolation. la 
{"ranee the profpcd of a general and fanguinary war did 
not Sit all allay die diflurbance which fprapg from the dif- 
iention between the clergy md parliunent, touching the 
bull Unigenitus. The King being again brought over to 
the ccclefiaftlcal fide of the difpute, receivtid a brief froDf 
the Pope, laying it down as a fundamental article, that 
wbofoever refutes to fubmit tQ the bull Unigenitus is in 
the way to damnation : and certain cafes are fpccified, in 
which the facraments are to be denied. The parliamcat 
of Paris, confidering this brief or bull ss a d'ue& attack 
upon the rights of the Gallican church, tfitied an arret 
or decree, fuppreffing the faid ball ; referving to themfelves 
■ the right of providing againft the inconveniencie* with 
which it might be attended ; as well as the privilege to 
maintain ia their full force the prerogatives of thecrown, 
the power.and jurifdi£tion of the biihops, the liberties of 
the Gallican church, and the cuftoms of the realm. The 
King, dilTatisfied with their interpofition, declared his 
defign to hold abed of juftice in perfon at tha palace. 
Aiccordingly, on the twelfth day of November, the whole 
body of his guards, amounting to ten thoufand men, took 
poftintheciCy of Paris: and next day the King repaired 
with the ufuaj ceremony to the palace, where the bed of 
juflice 
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jtiftice was held: among other regulations, an ediCt tfaif 

p ifiued for AippretHng the fourth and fifth chaitibers of in- 

quefls, the members of which had remarl(ably dlftrngnilhed 

themletves by their oppofition to the bull Unigcnttus. 

§ XVII. In England, the dearth of corn, arifuig in a 
great meafure from the iniquitous practice of engroffing, " 
was fo feverely felt by the common people, that infurreC* 
tions were raifcd in Shropfhire and WarwickOiire by the 
populace, ip conjun£^ion with the colliers, who feifed by 
violence all the provlfion they could find ; pillaging with- 
out diftinftion the millers, farmers, grocers, ktii butck- 
ers, until! they were difperfed by the gentlemen of the 
country, at the heads of their tenants and dependants. 
Diibrders of the fame nature were excited by the colliers 
on the foreft of Dean, and ihofe employed in the wofka 
in Cumberland. The corporations, noblemen, and 
gentlemen, in different parts of the kingdom, exerted 
themfelves for the relief of the poor, who were greatly 
dillrelTed ; and a grand council being aflembled at St. 
James's on the fame fubjed, a proclamation was publifli- 
ed, for putting the laws In fpeedy and efieiflual execution 
againlt the foreftallers and engrolTers of corn. 

§ Xyill. The fear of an invafion having now fubfided, 
and Hanover being fuppofed in greater danger than Great- 
Britain, the auxiliaries of that electorate were tranfported 
from England to their own country. At the latter end of 
the feefon, when the weather became fevere, the inn- 
keepers of England refufed to admit the Hellian foldiers 
into winter quarters, as no provifion had been made for 
that purpofe by aft of parliament j fo that they were 
obliged to hut their camp, and remain in theopen fields 
till January : but the rigour of this uncomfortable fitu- 
ation was foftened by the hand of generous charity, which 
liberally fupplied them with all manner of refrefliment, 
and other conveniencies ; an humane interpofition, which 
refcued the national charafier from the imputatiwi of- 
cruelty and ingratitude. 

$ XIX. 
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§XIX. On the fecond day of December, his Majefty CHsp. 
opened the feOion of parliament with a fpccch that feemed . '' . 
to bedidated by the genius of England. He exprcfled ajj^. 
' his confidence, that, under the guidance of divine Pro- 
vidence, the union, fortitude, and affection of his people 
would enable him to furmount all difficulties, and vindi- 
cate the dignity of his crown againft the ancient enemy 
of Great-Britain. He declared that the fuccour and pre- 
fervation of America conlli'.uted a main objeft of hia atten- 
tion and follicitude; and obferved, that the growing 
dangers to which the BritiEh colonies might ftand expofed, 
from late loffes in that country, demanded refolutions of 
vigour and defpatch, He laid an adequate and firm defenfe 
at home (hould maintain the chief place in his thoughts j 
and in this great view he had nothing fo much at heart as 
to remove all grounds of diflatisbdion from his people : for 
this end, he recommended to the care and diligence of the 
parliament the framing of a national militia, planned and 
regulated with equal r^ard to thejuft rights of his crown 
and people ; an inllitution which might become one good 
refource in tim^ of general danger. He took notice that 
the unnatural union of councils abroad, the calamities 
which, in confequence of this unhappy conjun£lion, might, 
by irruptions of foreign armies into the Empire, Ihalce its 
conflitution, overturn its fyfVem, and threaten oppreffion 
to the proteilant interell on the continent, were events 
which mull fenlibly alFetft the minds of the British nation, 
and had fixed the eyes of Europe on this new and danger- 
ous crifis. He gave them to underftand that the body of 
bis. ele£toral troops, which were brought hither at the 
defire of his parliament, he bad now directed to return to 
his dominions in Germany, relying with pleafure on the 
fpiritand zeal of his people, in defenfe of his perfon arid 
realm. He told the Commons that be confided in their 
wifdom, for preferring more vigorous eiibrta, though more 
expenfive, to a lefs etTetE^ual, and therefore lefs frugal plan 
«f war ; that he had placed before them the dangers and 
neceflaties of thepublick; and it was their duty to lay tbe 
3 bunhitn 
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liF^ burthens they fliould judge unavoidable in fuch a manner 
1 _ f as would leaftdiHurb and exhauft his people. Heexpreiled 
*7S*' his concern for the fufFerings of the poor, arifing from the 
prefent dearth of corn, and for the diflurbances to which 
it had given rife j and exhorted his parliament to coofider . 
of proper provifions for preventing the like mifchiefs here- 
after. He concluded with reniaricing, that unprofperoui 
events of war in the Mediterranean had drawn from his 
jfubje£ts fignai proofs how dearly they tendered the honoar 
of his crown j therefore, they could not, on his pare fail 
to meet with juft returns of unwearied care, and unceafing 
endeavours for the glory, profperity, and happinefs of his 
people, 

§ XX. The King having retired from the Houle of 
Peers, the fpecch was read by htxd Sandys, appointed to 
a^asfpeakcrtothat-Houfe; then Earl Gower moved for 
an addrefs, which, however, was not carried without 
obje^ion. In one part of it his MajeSy was thankeil 
for having caufed a body of electoral troops to 
come into England at the requeft of his parliament; 
and this article was difagreeable to thofe who had difap- 
proved of the requeft in the lalt feffion. They iaid they 
wilhed to fee the prefent addrefs unaniroouQy agreed xa by 
the I-ords ; a fatisfa£Uon they <K>uld not have, if fuch a 
paragraph fliould be infcrted : for they ftill thought the 
bringing over Hanoverian troops a prepofterous meaiiire i 
becaufe it had not only loaded the nation with an enarmou} 
cxpenfe,' but alio furnifhed the court of France with a 
plaufible pretence for invading the e1e£lorate, which 
Otherwife it would have no fhadow of reafon to attack j 
befides, the expedient was held in reprobation by the fub- 
jefls in general, and fuch a paragraph might be confidered 
as an infult on the people. NotwithHanding thefe ex- 
ceptions, which did not feem to be very important, the 
addrefs, including- this paragraph, was approved by a great 
majority. 

§ XXI. In the addrefs of the Commons no fuch para- 
graph was inferted. As foon as the Speaker bad recited 

his 
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his Majeffly's fpcccli, Mr. C. Townfljend propofed the CHAP. 
heads of an.addrefs, to which the Houfe unanimonfly . _ ' . 
agreed; and it was prefented accordingly. This necefiary >7ji. 
form was no Iboncr difculTed, than the Houfe, with a 
warmth of humanity and benevolence faitable to fuch an 
^mbly, rcfolved itfelf into a committee, to deliberate 
on that part of his Majefty's fpeech which related to the 
dearth of corn that fo much diftrefled the poorer clafs of 
people. A bill was immediately framed, to prohibit, for 
a time limited, the exportation of corn, maU, meal, flour, 
bread, bifcuit, and flarch; and a refolution unanimoufly 
taken to addrefs the fovereign, that an embargo might be 
forthwith laid upon all ihips laden or to be laden with 
thefc commodities to be exported from the ports of Great- 
Britain and Ireland. At the fame time, Vice- Admiral 
Bofcawen, from the board of Admiralty, informed the 
houfe, thattheKing and the board having been difTatis- 
iied with the condufl of Admiral Byng, in a late action 
with the French fleet in the Mediterranean, and for the 
appearance of his not having aflcd agreeably to his in- 
ftru<flions for the relief of Minorca, he was then in cuflody 
of the Marflial of the Admiralty, in order to be tried by 
> court>martial : that although this was no more than 
what was ufual in like cafes, yet as Admiral Byng was 
then ametnberof the Houfe, and as his confinement might 
detain him fome time from his duty there, the board of 
Admiralty thought it a refpeft due to the Houfe to inform 
them of the commitment and detainer of the faid admi- 
ral. This meffaga being delivered, the journal of the 
Houfe in relation to Rear^Admiral Knowles * was read. 
Vol. IV. D and 
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BOOK and what Mr. Bofcawen now communicatcii was al(b 

, inferted. 

. 7 § XXII, The committees of fupply, and of ways and 

means, being appointed, took into confideration the ne- 
ceflities of the ftate, and made very ample provifion for 
enabling his Majefty to maintain the war with vigour. 
They granted fifty-five thoufand men for the fea-fervicc, 
including eleven thoufand four hundred and nineteen 
marines; and for the. land-fcrvice forty-nine thoufand 
feven hundred and forty-nine efi'e^live men, comprehend- 
ing four thoufand and eight invalids. The fupply was 
granted for the maintenance of thefe forces, as well as for 
the troops of Hefle and Hanover j for the Ordnance ; the 
levy of new regiments ; for affifting his Majefty in form- 
ing and maintaining an aimy of obfervation, for thejufl: 
and necefTary defenfe and prefervation of his electoral do- 
minions, and thofe of his allies ; and towards enabling 
him to fulfil his engagements with the King of Pruflia i 
for the fecurity of the Empire againft the irruption of fo- 
reign* armies, as well as f« the fupport of ihe common 
caufe; for building and repairs of fhips, hiring tranfports, 
payment of half.pay officers, and the penfions of widows ; 
. for enabling his Majefty to difcharge the like fum, raifed 

in 

KDiitncd on board the (hip Commit with his Rig, alter (he wii difablecl from 
continuiag the action, though he might, upon her being dif9blei9,baTe Ihifled 
hit flag on board another Oiip; and the court vere uitanimouHf of opinion 
heoughttohavedonero, b aider to have coitduSed and directed, duriogChe 
whole aSion, the mationi of thef[)uadrun enmifted tD hii care and condnd. 
VpODConfideracionof the whole conduit of the faid Knowlei, relating to that 
aftion, the court did unanlmouHy agree that he fell under part of the four- 
teenth ariicle of the ariiclei of war, naaiely, the word Negligence, and no 

other; and alfo under the [wentj-ihitd ariicle. The court, therefore, 

unanimoully adjudged that he ihould be reprimanded for not bringing up the 
fi]U3dron in defer order than he did, and aot beginnlpg the attack with a* 
gieai force ai he might havc'donej and ilfo for not Otifling hit flagi Dpoa 
the Cornwall's being difabUd. 

• Nothing could more gloriouay evince the generofity of a Btitifli paxlia- 
mcnt than thii intcrpofiuun for defending the liberties of Gemiiny, in con- 
junction with two eleaors only, ag'aind the fenfe of the other feven, and in 
dirc£t oppoGtioD to the meafuiei taken by the head of the Binpiit, who, 
inthefei]uel, itigmadfed thefe two princes ainbck, and treated one of them 
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tft {turfuance of an aH pafled in the Ull feffion of parlia- 
lAent, and charged upon the HrR aids or fupplies to be 
granted in this feffion, for enabling the governors and 
guardians of the hofpita) for the maintenance and education 
of expofed and deferted young children to receive all fuch 
children, under a certain age, as Should be brought to the 
faid hofpita] within the compafs of one year* i for main- 
taining and fupporting the newfettlementof Nova-Scotia j 
for repairing and finifliing ftiilitary roads; for making 
good his Majefty's engagements With the Landgrave 
of HeiTe-CalTel ; for the expenfe of marching, re- 
cruiting, and remounting German troops in the pay of 
Grcat'britaini for empowering his Majt&y to de- 
ftay any extraordinary expenfcs of the ftfar, incur- 
red or to be incurred for the fervice of the eiiiuing 
year, ^d to take all fuch meafures as might be neceflary 
to difappoint or defeat any enterprifes or defigns of hit 
' enemies, as the exigency of affaire (hould require ; for the 
payment of fuch perfons, in fuch a manner as his Majefty 
fliould direft, for the ufe and relief of his fubjefis in the 
feveral provinces of North and South Carolina and Vir- 
ginia, in recompenfe.for fuch fervices as, with the^appro- 
bation of his Majeffy's commander in chief in America, 
tbey rcfpe^tively had performed, or Should perform, either 
by putting thefe provinces in a flate of defenfe, or by a£ting 
with vigour againft the enemy j for enabling the Eaft- 
India ctunpany to defray the expenfe of a military force in 
D 2 their 

* Tb'n charity, eftibliflied by Tolancary CDntiibuEion, might, under pni[ier 
TeltciAhini, proic bencficUl to the commonwcalih, by lerculug deferted cliit. 
drcn from mifery and death, and fualifying them Tor being feiviceable mem- 
beri of the community ; but 6nce the liberality of pailjament hath enabled the 
gorernon uid corporalioa to receive all the children that are prefented, with- 
out qaelHin or limiudon,' the yearly eKpeale hath fwelled inta a national 
grievance, and the huoiiae purpofes of the oiiglDil Inftitutiun are In a great 
meafure 'defeated. InRead of an afylum ftir poot forlorn orphant and aban- 
doned foundlings. It Is become a generalreceptaclefor theoKpringof thedilTo- 
luli, who cart not to work for the maintenance of their families. The hof- 
pitaliifelf ii a plain edifice, welUontrived for otconomy and convenience, 
jhrndingondie north fide of the city, andalittle detached from it, in an agree- 
able and filubriou! lituaiion. The hall is adorned with feme good painiingi, 
the chapel ii elegant, and the regulatioiu arc admirable. 
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their fettUments, to be maintain^ in thecrit id lieu of a 
, battalion uf his Majelly's forces withdrawn frotn thofe fbrtft 
and factories ; for the maintenance and fupport of the fort& 
on the coaft of Africa ; for widening the avenues, and ren- 
dering more fafe and commodious the llreeis and pafTages 
leading from Chating-crofs to the two Houfes of par- 
liannent, the courts of juftice, and the new bridge at Weft- 
tninfter *. Such were the articles under which wc may 
fpecify the fupplies of this year, on the whole amounting 
to eight millions three hundred fifty thou fan d three hun- 
dred and twenty-five pounds, nine Ihiltings, attd three- 
pence. It mull be acknowledged for the honour of the 
adminiAration, that the Houfe of Commons could not 
have exhibited Wronger marks of their attachment to the 
crown and perfon of their fovereign, as well as of their de- 
fire to fee the force of the nation exerted with becoming 
fpirit. The fums granted by the committee of fupply did 
not exceed eight millions three hundred fifty thoufand 
three hundred twenty-five pounds, nine OiilUngs, and three- 
pence} the funds eftablifhed amounted to eight millions 
fix hundred eighty-nine thoufand iifty-oae pounds, nine- 
teen {hillings, and feven-pence; fo that there was an 
overplus of threehundred thirty-eight thoufand feven hun- 
dred and twenty-ftx pounds, ten Ihillings,- and four pence j 
an excef'i which was thought necelTary, in cafe the lottery, 
which was founded on a new plan, ihould not fucceed'. 

^ XXIII. Some of thefe impofitions were deemed 
grievous hardfhips by thofe upon whom they immediately 
fell; and many friends of their country exclaimed againft 
theproje£tcd army of obfervation in Germany, as the com- 
mencement of a ruinous continental war, which it was 
neither theintereftof the nation to undertake, nor in their 
power to maintain, without ftarving the operations by Tea, 
and in America, founded on British principles; without 
contrafling 

* Th; bridge It Wefliniallerma;bEconlldcredaia.nalJi>n!il arpimcac. It 
va> buih at the publick aftnCe, (torn the neigh bouchocd of Wejlmiafter- 
Hal] to the oppafite Hde of the river, and coniilli at iIiirEeccii archet, cefl* 
ftn^dwltheqaal elegaaceind fimpllcitj. 
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contn£IJi)g fuch an additimial load of debts and taxes, as ^ 
could not fail to terminate in bankruptcy and dtftrefs. To ^ 
riiofe dependents of the miniftry, whoobfervcd, that as 
Hanover was threatened by France for its connexion with 
Great-Britain, it ought, in common gratitude, to be pro- 
teded, they replied, that every ftate, in affifting an ally, 
ought Co have a regard to its own prcfervation : that if the 
King of England enjoyed by inheritance, or fucceffion, a 
province in the heart of France, it would be equally abfurd 
and unjuft, in cafe of a rupture with that Ictngdom, toex- 
faauft the treafures of Great-Britain in the defenfe of fuch 
a province ; and yet the /nhabitants of it would have the 
fame right to complain that they fuffered for their con- 
nexion with England. They obferved, that other do- 
minions, elefiorates, and principalities in Germany were 
fecured by the conllitutions of the Empire, as well as by 
fair and equal alliances with tficir co-eftates; whereas 
Hanover flood folitary, like a hunted deer avoided by the 
herd, and had no other Ihelter but that of ffarinking under 
the extended ftiield of Great-Britain : that the reluaarce 
exprelTed by the German princes to undertake the defenfe 
ofthefe dominions flowed from a firm perfuafion, founded 
on experience, that England would Interpofe as aprincipa), 
an3 not only draw her fword againft the enemies of the 
electorate, but concentrate her chief ftrcngth in that 
object, and waftehcr treafures in purchafing their con- 
currence; that, cxcluiive of an ample revenue drained from 
the fvreat of the people, great part of which had been ex- 
pended in continental efforts, the whole national debt in- 
curred lincc the acceifion of the late king had been con- 
traded in purfuance of mcafures totally foreign to the in- 
tereft of thcfe kingdoms : that, fmce Hanover was the 
^vduriteobjeiS, England would fave money, and greatquan- 
tities ofBritiOi blood, by allowingFranceto take poffeffionof 
theeleSorate, paying its ranfom at the peace, and indemnify- 
ing the inhabitants for the damage they might fuftain ; an 
expedient that would be produftive of another good con- 
fequence ; it would roufe the German princes from their 
afFeded indifierence, and oblige them to exert themfelves 
D 3 with 
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BOOK, with vigour, in order to avoid the detefted neighbourhood 
■ . 1 ^ f of fuch an enterprifing invader. 

»7S7. §XX1V. The article of the fuppljr relating to the ar- 

my of obfervation took riTe from a mefl*age figned by his 
Majefty, and prefented by Mr. Pitt, now promoted to the 
ofEce of principal fecrecary of flate j a gentleman who 
had, upon fundry occafions, combated the giganticlc plan 
of continental connexions with all the ftrength of reifon, 
and all the powers of eloquence, He now imparted to the 
Houfe an intimation, importing. It was always with re- 
luflance that bis Majefty aflted extraordinary foppKcs of 
his people; but as the united councils, and formidable 
preparations of France and her allies threatened Europe in 
general with the moll alarming confequences ; and as thefc 
unjull and vindi^Ive d^figns were particularly and imme- 
diately bent againft his Majefty's electoral dominions, and 
thofe of bis good ally, the King of Pruflia, bis Majefty 
confided in the experienced zeal and aiFefiion of his faithful 
Commons, that they would chearfully affift him in form- 
ing and maintaining an army of obfervation, forthejuft 
?nd neceflary defenfe and prefervation of thofe territories, 
an<l enable him to fulfil his engagements with his Pruffian 
Majefty, for the fecurity of the Empire againft the irruption 
• of foreign armies, and for the fupport cf the common 

caufe. Pafterity will hardly believe, that the Emperor and 
all the princes in Germany were in a confpiracy againft 
their country, except the King of Prujlia, the Elector of 
Hanover, and the Landgrave of Hel!te-Ca0*el ; and they 
will, no doubt, be furprifed, that Great- Britain, after all 
the treaties ftie had made, and the numberlefs fubfidies fhe 
had granted, (hould not have an ally left, except one prince, 
fo embarrafTed in big own affairs, that he could grant her 
no fugcour, whatever affiftance he might demand. The 
King's meffage m?t with as favourable a reception as he 
could have defired. It was read in the Houfe of Com- 
nions, together with 9 ^opy of the treaty between his 
' Majefty and the King of Pruffia, Including the fecret an4 
fcparaie article, and the declaration ligned on each fide by 
\i\e |)knipoteniiaries' at Wcftminfter : the reciu^ft w^ 
srante4| 

r.,j,i,r^,- , Cookie 
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granted, and the convention approved. With equal rea- 
dinefs did they gratify his Majedy's inclination, figniRed 
in another meflage, delivered on the feventeenth day of 
^ay, by Lord Bateman, intimating. That, in this critical 
juncture, emergencies might arifeofthe utmofl impor- 
tance, and be attended with the mofl pernicious confe- 
quences, if proper means fhould not be immediately ap- 
plied to prevent or defeat them ; his Majelly was, there- 
fore, delirous that the Houfe would enable^ him to defray 
any extraordinary expcnfes of the war, incurred or to be 
incurred for the fervicc of the current year ; and to take 
all fucb meafures as might be neceflary to difappoint or 
defeat any entcrprifes or defigns of his enemies, as the 
exigency of affairs might require. The committee of 
fupply forthwith granted a very large Turn for thefe pur- 
pofes, including the charge of German mercenaries. A 
like mefTage being at the fame time communicated to the 
Upper Houle, their lordlhips voted a very loyal addrefs 
Upon theoccafion; and when fhe article Of fupply, which 
it produced among the Commons, fell under their in- 
fpe^ion, they unanimoufly agreed to it, by way of a claufe 
of appropriation. 

§ XXV. We have already obfervcd, that the firft bill 
which the Commons pafled in this fedion was for the relief 
of the poor, by prohibiting the exportation of corn ; but 
this remedy not being judged adequate to the evil, another 
bill was framed, removing, for a limited time, the duty 
then payable upon foreign corn and flour imported; as 
alfo permitting, for a certain term, al! fuch foreign corn, 
grain, meal, bread, bifcuit, and flour, as had bee^ or fhould 
be taken from the enemy, to be landed and expended in the 
kingdom duty free. In order ftill more tp reduce the high 
price of corn, and to prevent any fupply of provifions from 
being fent to our enemies in America, a third bill was 
brought in, prohibiting, for a time therein limited, the 
exportation of corn, grain, meal, malt, flour, bread, bif- 
cuit, ftarch, beef, pork, bacon, or other vidlnal, from any 
of the Britifh plantations, unlefs to Great-Britain or Ire- 
land, or from one colony to another. To this aft two 
D 4 claufes 
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claufej were added, for allowing thofe neccffarics, men- 
j 'irned above, to be imported in foreign built Ihips, and 
from any ftatc in amity with his Majefty, either into 
Great-Britain or Ireland ; and for exporting from South- 
ampton or Exeter to the Ifle of Man, for the ufe of the 
inhabitants, a quantity of wheat, barley, oats, meal, or , 
ilour, not exceeding two thoufand live hundred quarters. 
The Commons would have flill improved their humanity, 
had they contrived and eftablifhed fome elfe<£tual method 
to punifli thofe unfeeling villain, who,- by engrolling and 
hoarding up great quantities of grain, had created this 
artificial fcarcity, and deprived their fellow creatures of 
bread, with a view to their <)wn private advantage. Upon 
a fubfequent report of the committee, the Houfe refolved, 
that, to prevent the high price of wheat and bread, no 
fplrits fhould be dillilted from wheat for a limited time. 
While the bill, formed on this refolution, was in embryo, 
a petition was prefented to the Houfe by the brewers of 
London, Weftminfter, Southwark, and parts adjacent, 
reprefenling, that, when the refolution palTed, the price 
of malt, which was before too high, immediately, rofe to 
fuch a degree, that the petitioners found themfelves utterly 
incapable of carrying on hufinefs at the price malt then 
bore, occafioned, as they conceived, from an apprehenfiott 
of the neceiHty the diflillers would be under to make ufe 
of the bell pale malt, and fubftituce the heft barley in lieu 
of wheat : that, in fuch a cafe, the markets would not be 
able to fupply a fufficient quantity* of barley for the 
demands of both profeflions, befides other neceflary 
ufes : they, therefore, prayed, that, in regard to the pub- 
lick revenue, to which the trade of the petitioners fo largely 
contributed, proper meafures might be taken for preventing 
the publick lofs, and relieving their particular diftrefs. 
The Houfe would not lend a deaf ear to a remonflrance 
in which the revenue was concerned. The members ap- 
pointed to prepare the bill immediately received infVru^ioni 
to make provifion in it to reflrain, for a limited time, the 
diftillingof barley, malt, and all grain Whatfoever. The 
bill was framed accordingly, but did not pafs without 
ftrenuoui 
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firenuousoppofition. To this prohibition it was objeSed, CHAP, 
that there are always large quantities of wheat and bar- ^ ^ _ ' ■ 
ley in the kingdom fo much damaged, as to be unfit for j-j^-j. 
any ufe but the diflillcry, confequently a. reflritStion of this 
nature would ruin many farmers, and others employed in 
the trade of malting. Particular interefts, however, mufl: 
often be facrificed to the welfare gf the community; and 
the prefent diftrefs prevailed over the profpefl of this dif- 
advantage. If they had allowed any fort of grain to be 
diftilled, it would have been impofTibJc to prefvent the di- 
flilling of every kind. The prohibition was limited to 
two months j but at the expiration of that term, the 
fcarcity ftili continuing, it was protraiied by a new bell to 
the eleventh day of December, with a provifo,^ empowering 
his MajeQy to put an end to it at any time after the 
eleventh day of May, if fuch a flep {hould be judged for the 
advantage of the kingdom. 

§ XXVI. The next bill that engaged the attention of 
the Commons was a meafure of the utmoft national im- ' 
portance, though fccretly diflikcd by many Individuals of 
the legillature, who neverthelefs did not venture to avow 
their difapprobaiion. The eflablifliment of a militia was 
a very popular and defireabte obje£t, but attended with 
numberlefs diiGcultrea, and a competition of interefts 
which it was impoffible to reconcile. It had formerly been 
an inexhauflible fource of contention between the crown 
and the Commons; but now both apparently concurred in 
rendering it ferviceafale to the commonwealth; though 
ibme acquiefced in the fcheme, who were not at all hearty 
in its favour. On the fourth day of December, a motion 
was made for the bill, by Colonel George TownOiend, 
eldeft fon of Lord Vifcount Townfhend, a gentleman of 
courage, fenfe, and probity; endued with penetration to 
difcern, and honefty to purfue the real intereft of hii coun- 
try, in defiance of power, in ccmtempt of private advan- 
tages. Leave being given to bring in a bill for the better 
ordering of the militia farces in the f^eral counties of 
England, tbc talk of preparing it was allotted to Mf. 

Townfliend, * 
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Townfliend, and a confiderablc number of the mod ablC' 
, members in the Houfe, comprehending his own brother, 
Mr. Charles Townthend, whofe genius (hone with di- 
ftinguilhedluHre: he was keen, difterning, eloquent, and 
accurate; poflclTed a remarkable vivacity of parts, with a 
furprifing folidityof underftanding ) was a wit without arro- 
gance, a patriot without prejudice, and a courtier without 
depend ance. 

§ XXVII, While the militia bill remained under confi- 
deration of the Ho ifc, a petition for a conftitutional and 
well-regulated militia was-prefented by the mayor, jurats, 
and commonalty of the King's town and parifh ofMaid- 
flone, in Kent, in common -council alTembled. At the 
fame time remonftrances were offered by the proteflant 
diffenting minifters of the three denominations in and 
about the cities of London and Weftminftcr i by the pro- 
teflant diffenters of Shrewfbury ; the dilTenting minifters of 
Dcvonihirc ; the proteftam diflenters, being freeholders 
and burgeffes of the town, and county of the town of Not- 
tingham, joined with other inhabitants of the church (rf 
England, expreffing their apprehenfion, that, in the bill 
then depending, it might be propofed to enafl, that the 
faid militia fliould be exercifed on the Lord's day, com- 
monly called Sunday, and praying thai no claufe for fuch 
purpofc might pafs irtto a law. Though nothing could be 
*more ridiculoufly fanatick and impertinent than the decla- 
ration of fuch a fcruple againft a pradlice fo laudable and 
ncceflary, in a country where that day of the' week is ge- 
Dcrally fpent in merry-making, riot, and debauchery, 
the Houfe paid fo much regard to the fqueamifli confcienccs 
of thofe puritanical petitioners, that Monday was pitched 
upon for the day of exercife to the militia, ihough on fuch 
working days they might be much more profitably employ- 
ed, both for themfclves and their country ; and that ^d 
religious pretence fliould be left for oppofingthe progrefs 
and execution of the bill, proper cl a ufcs were inferted for 
the relief of the quakers. Another petition and counter- 
petition were delivered by the magiftratcs, freeholders, and 
burgefliss 

hull, .. A-'.Hi'^ie 
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burgelles of the lown of Nottingham, in relation to their chap. 
particular franchifes, which were accordingly conlidered ^ f 

JD framing the bill. 1757. 

§ XXVIII. After mature deliberation, and divers alter- 
ations, it pafTed the Lower-Houfe, and was fent to the 
Lords for their concurrence : here it underwent fcveral 
amendments, one of which was the reduAion of the num- 
ber of militia-men to one half of what the Coimnons had 
propofed I namely, to thirty-two thoufand three hundred 
and forty-men for the whole kingdom of England and 
Wales. The amendments being canvaffed in the Lower- 
Houfe, met with fome oppofition, and divers conferences 
with their lordlhips enfued : at length, however, the two 
Houfes agreed to every article, and the bill foon received 
the royal fan^ion. No provifion, however, was made for 
clothes, arms, accoutrements, and pay : had regulations 
been made for thefe purpofes, the z& would have become 
' a money-bill, in which the Lopds could have made no 
amendment: in order, therefore, to prevent any differ- 
ence between the two Houfes, on a difpute of privilege* 
not yet determined, and that the Houfe of Peers might 
make what amendments they flioutd think expedient, the 
Commons left the expenfe of the militia to be regulated in 
a fubfequent bill, during the following fe£on, when'they 
could with more certainty compute what fum would be 
necelTary for thefe purpofes. After ail, the bill Teemed 10 • 

be crude, imperfect, and inefFe^ual, and the promoters of 
it were well aware of its defedis ; but they were apprehen- 
Jlve that it would have been dropped altogether, had 
they infkfted upon the fcheme's being executed in its full 
extent. They were eager to feifc this opportunity of try- 
ing an experiment, which might afterwards be improved 
to a greater national advantage ; and, therefore, they ac- 
quiefbed in many reftridions and alterations, which 
otherwife would not have been adopted. 

§ XXIX. The next meafure that fell under the confi- 
deratton of the Houfe was rendered n^cefTary by the in- 
hgfpUable pcrfeverance of the publicans an4 inn-holders, 

who 
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*II°*^ who conceived themfelves not obliged by law to receive or 

I ^ 1 give quarters in ttieir houfes to any foreign troops, and , 

,'7S> accordingly refuftd admittance to tile Heffian auxiliaries, 
wlio began to be dreadfully incommoded by the feverity of 
the weather. This objeaion implying an attack upon the 
prerogative, the government did not thinlcfit, at this 
junaure, to (fifpute any other way, than by procuring K 
new law in favour of tbofe foreigners. It was intituled, 
" A bill to make provifion for quartering the foreign 
" troops now in this kingdom," prepared by Lord Bar- 
rington, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the Sollici- 
tor-General, and immediately paiTed without oppofition. 
This ftep being taken, another bill was brought in, for the 
regulation of the marine-forces while on fhore. This was 
almoft a tranCtript of the mutiny afl, with this material 
difference : it empowered the Admiralty to grant com- 
miffions for holding general courts-martial, and to do every 
thing, and in the fame manner, as hia Majeftyis empower- 
ed to do by the ufual mutiny-biU ; confequently, ever* 
claufe was .adopted without queftion. 

§ XXX. 1 he fame favourable reception was given to a 
bill for the more fpeedy and eiFeaual recruitinghis IMajelly's 
land forces and marines i a law which threw into the hands 
of many worthlefs magiflrat.s an additional power of op- 
prelBng their tillow creatures: all juffices of the peace 
■ commiiEoners fot the land-tax, magiftrates of corporations 
and boroughs, were empowered to meet by direfllon of 
T 1"IT''J """• ""■""""""-i in precepts iffued by 
the high Iheiiffs, or their deputies, within their refpeflive 
divifions, and at their ufual place of meeting, to qualify 
themfelvesforthe execution of the aS: thin they were 
required toappointthe times and places for their fucceeding 
meetings i to iffue precepts to the proper officers for thefe 
fucceeding meetings ; and to give notice of the time and 
place of every meeting to fuch military officer, as, by notice 
fnim the Secretary at War, ihould he direaed to attend 
•hatfetvice. Tie annual bill for preyenting mutiny and 
defertioa 



,Cc 



G £ O R G £ n. 4f 

^ertion met with no rf^eftions, and indeed contained CHaP> 
nothing edentiallydiSerent from that which had pafTcd in ^ _ ' j 
the laft feffion. The next law ena^ed was foi further pre- 1757. 
venting embezzlement of goods and apparel by thofc with 
whom they are entrufled, and putting a flop to the practice 
of gaming in publick houfes. By this bill a penalty was 
infli£led on pawnbrokers, in a fummary way, for receiving 
goods, knowing them not to be the property of the pledger, 
and pawned without the authority of the owner*. With 
refpeft to gaming, the afl: ordained, that all publicans 
fuffering journeymen, labourers, fervants, or apprentices to 
game with cards, dice, lb uffle- boards, milCSppi, or billiard 
tables, (kilties, nine-pins, &c. fliould forfeit forty {hillings 
for the firft ofFenfe, and for every fubfequent offenfe ten 
pounds {ball be levied by diilrefs. 

§ XXXI. Divers inconveniencies having refulted from 
the interpofition of juftices, who, in purfuance of an a£k 
of parliament pafled in the prefent reign, afTumed the right 
of eflablifhing rates for the payment of wages to weavers, 
feveral petitions were olTered to the Houfe of Commons, 
reprefenting the evil confequences of fuch an eftablifh- 
ment; and although thefe arguments were anfwered and 
oppofed in counter-petitions, the Commons, a£tuated by 
a laudable concern for the interefl of the woolen manu- 

*Jt wisenaAcd, thiC perfons pawning, cichangJat, or dlrpoGag of goodi, 
wiihout leave ofthc owner, Ihauld fuf^r in tlie penalty o( Rrenry (hillings; 
jnd, on nonpaymeatt be committed far foiinecn dayi to haul labour; after' 
irardi, if the money could not then be paid, to be whipped puhlicUy in the hoaCe 
d( totttdioa, or fuch other place ai the juftlce of the peace fliould appoiat, 
•npublicaljonof Iheprofecutoti that evety pawnbroker ihould make entry 
of the perfoa'i name asd place of abode who pledge! any goodi with him ; and 
the pledger, if he required it, (hould hue a duplicate of liiat entry ■. that i 
fawnbioker, receiving linen or appiiel cntrullcd to othen to he waAed \ 

ormendcd, fhou Id forfeit daublethefiini lent upon it, and reAore the goodi : 
that upon oath of any perfon whofegoodiaie unlawfully pawned or eichangedf 
ihejufticefliouldimiea warrant to fcatch the fufpefted perfon'i houfe j and 
npoo lefufal of admittance the officer might break open the door: that goodi 
pawned for any fum not eiceeding ten pounds might be recoied within two 
years, the owaer making oath of the pawning, and tendering the prlnctpa), 
Iniereft, and charges % that goodi remaining unredeecoed for two year* (hould 
ke forfeited lod fold, the overplus tobcaccountcd for to the owner on demand, 
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faflure, after due -deliberation, removed the grievance b^ S 
I new bill, repealing To much of the former'aiS as empower- 
ed juflices of the peace to make rates for the payment of 
wages*.— ^The Commons were not more forward to 
provide f applies forprofecuting the war with vigour, than 
ready to adopt new regulations for the advantage of trade 
and manufa^ures. The fociety of the free Britilh iilhery 
prefented a petition, aJledging, that they had employed the 
lum of one hundred thirty thoufand three hundred and five 
pounds, eight {hillings, .and fix-pence, together with the 
entire produce of their filh, and all the monies arifing from 
ihefeveral branches allowed on the tonnage of their Ihip- 
ping, and on the exportation of their fifli, in carrying on 
the faid fifhery ; and that, from their being obliged, in the 
infancy of the undertaking, to incur a much larger ex pen fe 
than was at that time forefeen, they now found themfelves 
fo far reduced in their capital, as to be utterly incapable of 
further profecuting the iiQieries with any hope of fuccefs, 
unlefs indulged with the further aiHftance of parliament. 
They prayed, therefore, that, towards eriabling them to 
carry on the (aid fifheries, they might have liberty to make 
ufeof fucbnets as they fhould find bed adapted to the faid 
Afheries; each bufs, neverthelefs, carrying to lea the fame 
quantity and depth of netting, which, by the fifhery z&s, 
theywerc then bound to carry: that the bounty of thirty 
fliillings per ton, allowed by the faid a^s on the velTels em- 
ployed in the fifhery, might be increafed j and for aS much 
as many of the ftoclc-proprietors were unable to advance 
any further fum for profecuting this branch of commerce, 
and others unwilling, in the prefent Htuation, and under 

the 
* It lilcewlfe imported, that all contrafts or agrecmenN made between 
tloctiera Md weaver J, in refpefl to wages, lliould, from and after the fiift of 
May, in Che year one ihaufind (even huodnd and RfQ'icttn, be valid, not. 
withftanding any late eflabliihed.ot to be eftabli/hed , but that thefe con- 
traas or agreement) (honld eitend only t* the aflual pilces or ratei of work- 
money i and tliatlfany cblhier Ouiuld refufe or negled to pay the wciver the 

perfotmsd and deliveied, the fame being demanded, fcouU forfeit forty 
Uiilllngi for every fuch aflenfe. 
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the prefent reftraints, to rifque any further Aim m the' chap. 
undertaking, that'the ftock of the fociety, bythefaidafls ^ , -/-' .,/ 
made unalienable, except in cafe of death or bankruptcy, 1757. 
for a tefm of years, might forthwith be made transferable ; 
and that the petitioners might be at liberty, between the 
intervals of the Rfliing feafons, to employ the bufles in fuch 
a manner as they fhould find for the advantage of the 
focicty. While the committee «ras employed in deliber- 
ating on the particulars of this remonflrance, another wai 
deHveredfrom the free Britiih fifliery-chamber of White- 
haven in Cumberland, reprefenting, that as the lav then 
flood, they went to Shetland, and returned at a great ex- 
penfe'andlofsof time; and while the war continued durfi 
not ftay there to hOi, befides being obliged to run the moft 
imminent rifques, by going and returning without convoy : 
that, evcf fince the inflitution of the prefent Afhery, ex- 
perience had fully fliown the fiflicry of Shetland not worth 
jbilowing, as thereby the petitioners had loft two monthi 
of a much better fiftiery in St. George's channel, within 
one day's fail of Whitehaven : ihey took notice, that the 
free BritiDi fifliery fociety had applied to theHoufefor 
further ajBftance and relief; and prayed that Cai^ipbel- 
towh, in Argyleflilre, might be appointed the place of ren- 
dezvous for the bulTes belonging to Whitehaven, for the 
Aimmer as well as the winter fifliery, that they might be 
enabled to fiih with greater advantage. The committee, 
having confidered the matter of both petitions, were of 
opinion tbat the petitioners fhoutd be at liberty to ufe- 
foch nets as they fhould find beft adapted to the white 
herring fifher)f ; that the bounty of thirty fhillings per ton 
ihould be augmented to fifty : that the petitioners (hould be 
allowed, during the intervals of the fifhing feafons, tocm- 
ploy their veflels in any other lawful bufinefs, provided 
they fliould have been employed in the herring- fifliery during 
the proper feafons ; that they might ufe fuch barrels for 
packing the fifh as they then ufed, or might thereafter find 
beft adapted for that purpofe : that they (hould have liberty 
to make ufe of any wafle or uncultivated land, one hundred 

yards 
3 
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BOOK yardsatthe lead above high-water ^arlc, for the purpofe 

^_ ' f of drying theirnets; and that Campbel-town would be the 

>7S7. mod proper and convenient place for the rendezvous of the 

bufles belonging to Whitehaven. This laft refotuiion, 

however, was not inferted in the bit! which contained the 

other five, and in a little time received the royal aflent. 

^ XXXII. Such are the connexions, dependencies, and 
relations fubfifling between the mechanical arts, agriculture, 
and manufaiSures of Great-Britain, that it requires Audy, 
deliberation, and enquiry in the legiflatureto difcern and 
diftinguifh the whole fcope and confequences of many pro- 
jefls offered for the benefit of the commonwealth. The 
fociety of merchant adventurers in the city of Briftol 
alledged, in a petition to the Houfe of Common?, that 
great quantities of bar iron were imported into Great-Bri- 
tain from Sweden, Buffia, and other parts, chiefly pur- 
chafed with ready money, fome of which iron was exported 
again to Africa and other places ; and the reft wrought up 
by the manufa£lurers. They affirmed that bar iron, im- 
ported from North-America, would anfwer the fame pur- 
pofes ; and the importation of it tend not only to the great 
advantage of the kingdom, by increafing its (hipping and 
navigation ; but alfo to the benefit of the BritiAi colonies : 
that, by an a& paffed in the twenty-third year of his prefent 
Majefty's reign, the importation of bar iron from America 
into the port of London, duty free, was permitted : but its 
being carried coaftways, or farther by land than ten miles, 
had been prohibited ; fo that fevera! very confiderable 
manufafluring towns were deprived of th^ ufe of American 
iron, and the out- ports prevented from employing it in their 
export commerce: they requefted, therefore, that bar iron 
might be imported from North-America into Great- Britain, 
dutyfree, by al! his Majefty's fubjefls, Thisrequeft being 
re enforced by many other petitions from different parts of 
the kingdom, other claffes of men, who thought their feveral 
interefts would be affefted by fuch a meafure, took the 
alarm i and in divers counter petitions fpecified many ill 
confequences which they alledged would arife from its 

being . 
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bildg enaSed Into a lav. PamphlecB were publjlheil on ^^*'* 
both fides of the qucftion, and violent difputcs were kind- f 

ted upon thU fubjeft, which was jullly deemed a matter of tj^j, ' 
national importance. The pppoferi of the bill obfcrvedj 
that large quantities of iron were yearly ptoduccd at home, 
and employed multitudes of poor people, there being no 
lefs than one hundred and nine forges in England and 
Wales, befides thofe erefled in Scotland, the whole pro- 
ducing eighteen thoilfand tons of iron : that as the mines' 
in Great-Britain are inexhauftibic, the produce would o( 
late years have been confiderably increafed, had not the peo- 
ple been kept under continual apprehenfion of feeing 
American iron admitted duty free : a fuppodtion which 
had prevented the traders from extending their works, and 
difcouraged many from engaging in this branch of traffick ; 
they alledged that the iron works already carried on in Eng- 
land occaftoned a confumption of one hundred and ninety- 
eight thoufand cords of wood, produced in coppices that 
grow upon barren lands, which could not otherwife bd 
turned to any good account : that as the coppices afford Ihade, 
andpreferveamoifturein theground, the pallurc is moM 
valuable with the wood, than it would be if the coppices 
were grubbed up j confequcntly* all the efiates where thefci 
now grov would fink in their yearly value : that ihefe 
coppices, now cultivated and preferved for the ufe of the iron 
works, are likewife abfolutely ncceflary for the manufac- 
ture of leather, as they furnilh bark for the tanners ; and 
that, according to the irianagcmehl of thcfe coppices, they 
produced a great number of timber trce»» fo ncceflary forthc 
purpofes of building. They afTerted, that neither the 
American iron, nor any that had yet been found in Great- 
Britain, was lb proper for converting into Heel as that 
which comes from Sweden, particularly that fort called 
ore ground; but as there are mines in the northern parts of 
Britain, nearly in the fame latitude with thofe of Sweden^ 
furniOied with fufficient quantities of wood, and rivers for 
mills and engines, it was hardly to he doubted but that 
people would find metal of the fame quality, and, in a few 
Vol. IV, E years, 
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BOOK years, be able to prevent the nece^ty of importing iron 
I _ 1 f either from Sweden or, Ruflia. They inferred fhat^Amc- 
1757' rican iron could never interfere with that which Great- 
Britaiii imported from Sweden, becaufe it was not iit for 
edge-tools, anchors, chain-plates, and other particulars 
neceflary Jn Ihip-building; nor diminifh the importation 
of RulHan iron, which was not only harder than the Ame- 
rican and Britifli,- but alfo could be afforded cheaper than 
that brought from our own' plantations, even though the 
duty of this iaft ihould be removed. The importation of 
American iron, thejefore, dutyfree, could interfere with 
noother fort but that produced in Britain, with which, by 

' means of this advantage, it would clafh fo much, as to 
« put a flop in a little time to all the iron works now carried 

on in the kingdom, and reduce to beggary a great number 
of familieswhom they fupport. To thefe objefl ions the 
favourers of the bill folliciied 'replied, that when a manu- 
failure is much more valuable than the rough materials, 
and thefe cannot be produced at home in fufficient quanti- 
ties, and atfuchaprice as is confident with theprefer- 
vation of the manufa£lure, if is theintereft ofthelegif- 
lature to admit a free importation of thefe materials, even 
from foreign countries, although it ihould put an end to 
the'produiaion of that materia/ in this ifland ; thatasthe 
neighbours of Great-Britain are now more attentive than 
ever to their commercial interefts, and endeavouring to 
manufaflure their rough materials at home, this nation 
muft lake every method for lowering the price of materials, 
otherwife in a few years it will lofe the manufaflure ; and, 
inftead of fupplying other countries;' be furnifhed by them 
with all the tine toys and utenfils made of fteel and iron : 
that being in danger of lofing not only the manufaiSure 
but the produce of iron, unlefs it can be procured at a 
cheaper rate than that for which it is fold at prefent, the 

'only way of attaining this end, is by diminifliing the duty 
payable upon the importation of foreign iron, or by render- 
ing it necelTary for the undertakers of the iron mines in 
Great'Britain to fell their produce cheaper than it has been 

for 
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tat fomc years afforded i that the moft cffeSual method for 
this purpofe is to raife up a rival, by permitting a free ii 
portation of all Tortsof iron from the American plantations: 
that American iron can never be fold fo cheap as that of 
Britain cap be aflbrded ; for^ in the colonics, labour of all 
Icinds is much dearer than in Eagtand : if a man employs 
his own flaves, he tnu& reckon in his charge a great deal 
more than the common imereft of their purchafemoney^ 
becaufewhenoneof them dies, or efcapes from his maltert 
helofesboth intereil and principal; that the common in- 
tereft <^ money in the plantations is confiderably higher 
than itl' England t confequently no man in that country 
will employ his money in any branch of trade by which 
be cannot gainconiiderably more per cent, than is expend 
in Great-Britain, where the intereft is low, and profit 
moderate; a clrCumdance which will always give a great 
Bdvantagc to (he Britifh miner, who likewife enjoys, an ex- , 
emption from freight and infurance, which lie heavy upon 
the American adventurer, efpecially in time of war. With 
refpe»Sl to the apprehenfion of the leather tanners, they 
obferved, that a^ the coppices generally grew on barren 
lands, not fit for tillage, and improved the pafturage* no 
proprietor would be at the expenfe of grubbing up the 
wood to fpoil the pafture, as he could make no other ufe 
pf the land on which irwas produced. The wood mufl: 
be always worth fomething, efpecially iii counties where 
there is not plenty of coal, and the timber trecs^would pro- 
duce confide rable advantage: therefore, if there was not 
one iron mine in Great-Britain, no coppices would be 
grubbed up, unlefa it gfcw on a rich fail, which would pro- 
duce corn inftead of cord wood j confequently, the tanners 
have nothing to fcar^ efpecially as planting hath become a 
prevailing tade among the landholders of the illand. The 
committee appointed to prepare the bill ferioufly weighed 
And canvafled ihefe arguments, examined difputed fadts^ 
itid iofpe^ed papers and accounts relating to the [M-oduce^ 
importation, and manufaftory of iron. At length Mr. 
John Pitt reported to the Houfe their opinion, implying 
K 1 that 
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BOOK that the liberty granted by an aA pafled in the tweaty- 
■ ' , third year of his Majefty's reign, of importing bar-iro» 
1757. from the Britiih colonies in AnKricainto the port of Lon- 
don, fhould be extended to all the other ports of Great* 
Britain ; and that fo much of that a£t as related to thli 
ckufe fiiould be repealed^ The Houfe having agreed to 
thefe relblutions, and the bill being broUght in accord* 
ingly, another petition was prcfented by feveral noblcment 
gentlemen, freeholders, and other proprietors, owners, and 
pofleflbrs of coppices and woodlands, in the weft-riding of 
Yorklhirc, allcdging that a permlffion to import Ameri- 
can bar-iron duty free would be attended with numbcr- 
lefs ill cbnfequences both of a publiclc and private nature j 
, fpectfying certain bardlhips to which they in particular 

would be expofed ; and praying, that if the bill fhould pats 
they might be relieved from the prefliire of an a£l pafled 
in the reigii of Henry VIU. obliging the owners of cop- 
pice-woods to prefervc them^ under fevere penalties ; and 
be permitted to fell and grub up their coppice- woods, in 
order to a more proper cultivation of the foil, without being 
reftrained by the fear of malicious and intereRcd profecu- 
tions. In -confequence of this remonftrance, a claufc was 
added to the bill, repealing fo much of the a£t of Heniythe 
Eighth as prohibited the converfion of coppice or under- 
woods into paftuT« or till^ ; then it pafled through both 
Houfes, and received the royal fanflion. As there was no| 
time, after this aJ^ir came upon the carpet, to obtain any. 
new accounts from America, and as it was thought Deccf'^ 
fary to know the quantities of iron made in that country, 
the Houle prefented an addrefs to his Majefty, deliring he 
would be pleafed to give direflions that there fbould be 
l^d before them, in the next feffion of parliament, an ac- 
count of the quantity of iron made in the American C0I07 
nies,from Chriffmas, in the year one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and forty-nine, to the fifth day of January, in the yeat 
one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-fix, each year bcfng 
diflinguUhed. 

§ XXXIII. 
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§ XXXIII. From this importuit ofajedj the parliament ^''j^P. 
convened its attention to a regulation of a much more '. ^ 

private nature. In conl«quence of a petition by the loiil- 1757. 
mayor, aldermen, and commons of the city of London, a 
bill was brought in, and pafled into a law without oppo- 
fition, for the more dfeAual prefervation and improvetnent 
of t^e fry and fpawn of fi{fa in the river Thames and waters 
of Medway, and for the better regulatingthe fifiiery in (hofe 
rivers. The ^wo next meafurca taken for the benefit of 
the publick were, firft, a bill to tender more eSeSual the 
ieferal laws then in being, for the amendment and prefer-' 
vation of the highways and turnpike roads of the kingdom ; 
the other for the more effectually preventing the fprcad- 
ing of the conngious diflemper which at that time raged 
among the homed cattle. A third arofe from the diftrels 
of poor lilk manufacturers, who were deftitute of employ- 
ment, and deprived of ali means of fubllfting, through the 
interruption of the Levant trade, occaGoned by the war, 
and the delay of the merchant fitips from Italy. In order 
to remedy thisi nconvenience, a bill was prepared, enaA- 
ing that any perfons might import from any place, in any 
fhip or veffel whatfoever, till the firft day of December, 
one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-feven, organzine 
thrown lilk of the growth or production of Italy, to be 
brought to the Cuftom-Houfe of London, wberefoever 
landed: butthat no Italian thrown filk, coarfer than Bo- 
logna, nor any tram of the growth of Italy j nor aqy 
other thrown filk of the growth or production of Turkey,' 
Perlia, Eaft -India, or China, fhould be imported by this 
afl, under the penalty of the forfeiture thereof. Noi- 
. withflanding fcveral petitions prefented by the merchants, 
owners, and commanders of j fhips, and others trading to 
Leghorn, and other ports of Italy ; as well as by the im- 
porters and manufacturers of raw filks, reprcfenting the evil 
confequences that would probably attend the paffing of . 
fuch a bill, the parliament agreed to this temporary de- 
viation from the famous a3 of navigation, for a prefent 
fupply to the poor manufacturers. 

^ ^ § XXXIV. 
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§ XXXIV. The next civil regulation eftabliflied in 
bis feOion of parliament was in itfelf judicious,,and, had 
it been more eagerly fuggeftcd, might have been much mora 
beneficial to the publick. In order to difcourage the prac- 
tice of fmuggiing, and prevent the defperadoes concerned 
therein from inlifting in the fervice of the enemy, a law 
was paffed, enafling, that every perfon who had been, 
before the firft of May in the prefent year, guilty of ille- 
gal running, concealing, receiving, or carrying any wool, 
or prohibited goods, or any foreign commodities liable to 
duties, the fame not having been paid or fee u red ; or pf 
aiding therein, or had been found with lire arms pr 
weapons, in order to be aiding to fuch oifendecs ; or had 
been guilty of receiving fuch goods after feifure; or of any 
a<3 whatfoever, whereby perfons might be deemed runners 
of foreign goods; or of hindering, wounding, or beating 
any ofHcer in the execution of his duty, or afBAing therein, 
ftould be indemnified from all fuch ofienles, concerning 
which no fuit (hould then have been commenced, or 
-compolition made, on condition that he fliould, before 
being apprehended or profecuted, and before the firft day 
of December, enter himfelf with fome commifljoned officer 
of his Majefty's fleet, to ferve as a common failor ; and 
thould, for three years from fuch entry, unlefs fooner duely 
difdiargeti, adually ferve and do duty in that ftation, and 
regiflcr his name, &o. with the clerk of the peace of the 
county where he reftded, as the a3 prefcribes. An attempt 
was made in favour of the feamen employed in the navy» 
who had been very Irregularly paid, and fubjefl to griev- 
pus hardfliips in confequenco of this irregularity, Mr. 
Grenville, brother to Earl Temple, moved for leave to 
bring in a bill for the encouragement of feamen employed in 
his R'lajefty's navy, and foreftabliOiing & regular method for 
fhe punctual, fpeedy, and certain jsayment of their wages, 
ps we|l as for ref^uing them from the arts of frSud and im- 
pofition, The propofal \vas corroborated by divers pe- 
titions! the bill was prepared, read, printed, and, 
iflCr U hgcj ^f)dergone fomc amendment, pafled into the 
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Houfe of Lords, where it was encountered with feverat CHAP. 
objeftions, and dropped for this feflion of pafliament. ._ - ' ._ ; 

§ XXXV. The Houfe of Commons being defirous of 1757. 
preventing for the future fuch diftrelTcs as the poor had 
laceij undergone, appointed a committee to confider of 
proper provifions'toreftrain the price of com and bread 
■ 'within due bounds for the fiiture. For this purpofe they 
were empowered to fend for perfons, papers, and records, 
and it wa^refblved that all who attended the committee 
Ihou Id have Voices. Having eniiuired into the caufes (rf 
the late fcarcily, they agreed to feveral rcfoluriotla, and a 
bill wa^ brought in, to explain and amend thetawa againft 
regrators, foreftallers, and engrdflerS of corn,' The com- , 
mittee alfo received inftruflions to enquire into the abalet 
of millers, mealnjen, and baiters, with regard to bread, 
' and to confider of proper methods to prevent them in the 
■ fequel, but no further progrefs was made in thia iinportanf 
ai^ir, which was the more, interefting, as the lives of indi- 
viduals,* in a gieat riieafure, depended upon a fpcedy refor- 
mation; for', the millers apd bakers were faid to hate 
adulterated their' flour with common whiting, lime, bonc- 
aflies, allum, ahdothe'r ingredients pernicious to the' hu- 
man conftitiiijdri ; a confommation of villainy for wh'lch 
no adequate p'unifliment could be infiidled. Among the 
meafures proppfed in parliament which did not fucceed, 
one of the nioft remarkable was a bill prepared by Mr. 
Rofc Fuller, Mr. Charles Townlhend, and Mr. Banks, 
to explain, amend, and render more effeflua! a law paflei] 
in the reign of King William the Third, intituled, " An 
*' 3(3 to punifli governors of plantations, in this kingdom, 
" for crimes committed by them in the plantations." 
Thjs bill was propofed in confequence of fome complaints, 
fpecifying afls of cruelty, folly, and oppreffion. By which 
fome Britifli governors had been lately diftinguifljed ; but 
before the bill could be brought in the parliament was 
proi-ogued.. 

§ XXXVI. But nb fltp taken by th; Houfe of Commons, 
ia the courfe of lihis fcllioni was more interefting to the 
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boJy of the p^ple than the enquiry into the lofs of Mi' 
J norc3, which had excited fuch loud and univerfal clainoiirt 
By addrefles to the King, unanimoufly voted, the Cotn- 
mons requelled that his Majelly would give direflions for 
l^ing before them copies of all the letters and papers coti> 
taining any intelligence received by the fccreUries of 
Aate, the comtniffioners of the Admiralty, or any others of 
his Majefty's miniflers, in relation to the equipment of the 
French fleet at Toulon, or the de&gns of the French on 
Minorca, or any other of his Majefty's poiTetTions in £u- 
-rope, fince'the firft day of January, in the year one thou- 
fand feven hundred and fifty-five, to the firft day of Ati- 
guft, 1756. They likewife defircd to perufc a lift of the fhips 
of war that were equipped and made ready for fea, from the 
Arft ,of Auguft, in the year one thoufand feven hundred and 
fifty-five, to the thirtieth day of April, in the following year; 
with the copies of all failing orders fent to the command- 
ers during that period ; as alfo the ftate and condition of 
his Majefty's (hips in the fcveral ports of Great- Britain at 
.the time of Admiral Byng's departure, with the fquadron 
Milder bis command, for the relief of Fort St. Philip, during 
the period of time above-mentioned, according to the 
QkQnthly returns made to the Admiralty, with the number 
of feaman muftered and bor'n on board the refpe^ive fbips. 
They demanded copies of all orders and inftruflions given 
to 4hat admiral, and of letters written to and received from 
bim, during his continuance in that command, either by 
the fecretaries of ftate, or lords of the Admiralty, relating 
to the condition of his fquadron, and to the execution of 
his crders. In a word^ they required the infpcdion of all 
papers which could. In any manner, tend toexplain the lols 
of Minorca, and the mifcarriage of Mr. Byng's fquadron^ 
^is Majefty complied with every article of their requefts : 
the papers were prefentcd to the Houfe, ordered to lie 
upon the table for the perafal of the members, and finally 
^ferred to the conlideration of a committee of tbe whole 
Hqufe, In the courfe of their deliberations they addrefled 
hisMsjcfty for more information, till at length the truth 
feemed 
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ie'eiVld^ t6 hh fmothwed nnder ftich aii ehbnnous buhlien 
of [iap^rs as the eSbfct of a nhblefeffion could hot havi^v 
properly removed. Irideed, ttiany ilfrcirtiingperfons wirfi- 
out doors began to defpair of feeing the myflery unfolded, 
as foOn as the enquiry was undertaken by a committee of 
tllc whole Houfe. They obferved, that an affair of fuch a 
dark, intricate, and fufpiciousnatureoughttd have been re- 
ferred to a feleft and fecrec committee, chofen by ballot, em- 
powered to fend for peribns, papers, and records, and to ex> 
iaminc witneiRes inthemoft folemn and deliberate manner : 
that the names of the committee ought to havebeen publifhed, 
for the fatisla^ioQ of the peoplcj who could have judged 
wfth (ome certainty whether the enquiry would be carried 
on witH fuch impartiality as the national misfortune re- 
quired: They fufpCiSed that this reference to a committee 
c>f tl^e 'frholeHoufe was a tn — 1 contrivance, to prevent a 
regolar' and minute invelligation, to introduce confiilJon 
jtnd contcA', to puzzle, perplex, and obumbrate; to teafe, 
^tigue, anddifguft the enquirers, that the examinatJoa 
might be hu'fried over in afuperficial and perfun3ory man- 
ner ; and the miniftry, from this anarchy and confufion 
of materials, half explored 'and undrgefted, derive a general 
parliamentary approbation, to \(4iich they might appeal 
from the accufations of the people. A feleii comnlittee 
would have probabfy examined fome of the clerks of the 
Tcfpcfiive offic^es, tliat they might certainly know whether 
any letters or papers had been fupprefled, whether the ex- 
tradls had been faithfully made, and whether there might 
not be papers of intelligence, which, though proper to be 
fubmitted to a ftAtSk and fecret committee, could not, 
confiftently with the honduf of the nation, be communi- 
cated to a committee of the whole houfe. Indeed, it does 
not appearthat theminiftcrs had any foreign intelligence 
or correfpondence that could be much depended upon in 
any matter of national importance,' and no evidence was 
examined on thb occafion ; a circumftance the lefs to be 
r^retted, at in times paA evil minifiers have generally 
found oieans to render fuch enquiries ineSei^al j and the 

fame 
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fitmearts-would, atanyrate, haveoperaled with the fameeffi- 

I .,c»cy,, had a fecret conimittee been employed at this jun£tu,re. 
Be that as it may, feveral refolutions were reported from the 
committee, though fome of them were not carried by the 

.. majority without violent difpute and fevere altercation. 

. The.fi(ft and laft of their refolutions . require particular 

. notice. By the former, it appeared to jhe committee,, ll^at 
Jiis Majefi^, from the twenty-feventh da^of Auguft^ i)ithe 
year one thoufand feven hundred and iifty-five, to.. the 
twentieth day of April in the fucceedi^g year, received fuch 
repeated and concurrent intelligence, asgaye juft jealbnto 

' .believe that the French King intended to invade his do- 
minions of Great-Britain or Ireland. In the ia(ter thpy 
.declared their O[Hni0n, that no gi%ater number ofihipspf 
war could be Tent into the Mediterranean than were a£t^- 

:. ally fent thither under the command of AdmiraJ By'lg; 
nor -any greater j-e- enforcement than the regirafnt 'Hrhiijh 
-w^ Tent, and .the detachment, ^ualtp a, battalion, wt)iqh 
was ordered to the relief of Fqrt St> Philip,- con hfleptly 
with the ftate of the navy, and the various ferTitys cifcn- 

'. tjal to the fafety of his.IUajefly's dominion;,- . and the in- 

■ tersftsof his fubjefls. It muft have been Something more 
powerful than ordinary conv,i£lion that fuggef^d thefe 
opinions. Whatever reports mighty have been circulated 

, )by the Frefich miniftry, in Qrder_ to amufe, intimidate, 
and detach the attention of the EngliOi government from 

, America and the Mediterranean, where they really intended 
to exert themfelves, yet the drcumflances qf th^ twp'n^ 

.tions- being conliiiered, one would think there co^hj have 
been no jij(t grounds to fear an invafton.of Great-Britain 
or Ireland, efpecially when pther intelligence Teemed to 
point out much more probable, fcenes of adlion. But the 
laflrefoJutipn is ftill more-incainpreheririhle to thpfe who 
know not exaflly the bafis on which, it ^was raifed. The 
number of fhips of war in actual' cotnmiffipn amounted 
to two hundred and fifty, havicg.-on boai^ fifty t^qufap^ 
leamen and marines,. Intelligence anirepeaied informa- 

. tion of the French defign upon Minorca h^d been cpht 
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wyed totheminiftryof Englind, about fix months before CHAP, 
it was put in execution. Is it credible, that in all this , ' j 
time the nation could'noC equip or Cpare above eleven Olipa ' 1757- 
of the line and fijc frigates, to fave the important iflandof 
Minorca ? Is it cafy to conceive, that from a landing anny 
of fifty thoufand men one regiment of troops could not 
have been detached to re-enfprce a garrifon, well knowQ 
to be infgfficient for the works it. was deflined to defend i 
To perfons of common intcUcias jt appeared, that intelli- 
gence of the armament at TToulon was conveyed to the Ad- 
miralty as earjy as the month of September, in (he year 
one thoufand feven hundred and fifty- five, with exprefs no- 
tice that it would confiA (^t>velve fliips of theline ; th.at 
the defign againft Minorca was tommuoioated' - as eatly 
as, the twenty-fevcnth day of Auguft, by Conful Banks, of 
Carthagena -, confirmed by tetters from Conful 'Bemes, at 
Genoa, dated on the feventeenth . and twenty-fixth of Ja- 
nuary, and received by Mr. Fox, fecretary of flate, on 
the fourth and eleven^ of >ebruary, as well as by mzaj 
iublequent intimations ; that, notwithfi^anding thefe re- 
peated advices, even after hoftilities had commenced in 
Europe, when the garrifon of Minorca amounted to ^o more 
than four ificpmideie regiments, and one company of ar- 
tillery, forty-two officers being abfent, and the place otha- 
wri'e unprovided for a fiege, when the Mediterranean fqua- 
dron, commanded by Mr. Edgecumbe, confifled of two 
(hips of the line, and five frigates ; neither ftores, ammu- 
nition, or provifion, the abfent officers belonging to tde 
garrifon, recruits for the regiments, though teady railed, 
miners, nor any additional troops, were lent to theiHaiid, 
nor the fquadron augmented, till Admiral Byng failed 
from Spithead on the fixth day of April, with n* more 
ihips of the line than, by the moft early and authenti^lc 
intelligence, the government were informed would fail 
from Toulon, even when Ms. Byng fliould have been 
joined by Commodore Edgecumbe ; a junction upon which 
no dependence ought to have been laid ■, that this fquadron 
C0i)t»inFd 00 troops but fuch as belonged to the four 
regimenu 
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I^poic regihifeRtsin garrifon, excrpt otie battalion to Terve In ttie 
■• ^ ^ l , _f Meet as marines^ unlefs we include the bJcfcr for another 
i>i7. to be tmbarked at G5ftra!tari wliich order *as neither 
'ob'eyed nor undcrftdDS: thic, cohfidetittg the badger to 
which Minorca was expdfedi and the forwardnefs of the 
' aheWi'y** preparitiohs ai Toulon, Admiral Olborne, with 
' tlrinreen ihips of the iiiie and one Frigate, who returned on 
' Hft^3tteentti ai February, -after having convoyed a flert of 
"mferchant-fliips, might have been detached to Minorca, 
' ■ "Arithout hazarding'thc coaft'of Great Britain; ferattbaC 
iiihe, exflufiVcof this fqdaflron, there were eight fliips of 
■ the line and thirty-two frigai^ reafly manned, and thirty- 
t»o tb'i'ps of the line and five ft'igates almoft equipped: 
that Adniifal Hawke *as fent Vith fourteen' ffiips of the 
iiKeand one frigate to cruife' In the bay of Bifcay, after 
repealed mtclligence had been received that the French 
Beet Had ^aikdfijr the Weft-Indi?s, and the eleven fhips 
rethaining at ^reft and RocBefort were in want of hands 
and cannon, fo that they could never ferve to cover any 
anbarkation or defcent,. confequently Mr. Hawke's fqua- 
dron migb'tiiave been fpared for the relief of Minorca : that, 
inflead of attending to this important object, the Admiralty, 
' on itc eighth day of March, fent tWo fliips of the line and 
' three frigates to intercept a coafling convoy off Cape Bar- 
fleui; : oh the eleventh of the fame month they detached 
two'fliipsof the line to the Weft-Indies, and on the nine- 
_ tcenth Wo more to 'North-America, where they could be 
of little immediate fervice; on the twenty-third two of the 
* line ahd three frigates a convoy-hunting off Cherbourg ; 
ind on the firll of April five Ibips of the line, including 
three returned from this laft fcrvice, to re-enforce Sir Ed- 
' ward Hawke, already too (Irong for the French fleet bound 
. to Canada; that all thefe Ihips might have been added to 
Mr. Byng*8 fquadron, without expofing Great-Britain or 
Ireland to any hazard of invalion : that at length Mr. 
Byng was detached with ten great fhips only, and even d&- - 
nied a frigate to repeat fignals, for which he petitioned ; al- 
though at that very time there were in port, exclufive of 
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kh fquadroDt feventcen Qiips of the line and thirteen fiU 
gates ready for fea, befidet eleven of the line and nine- , 
teen frigates almoft equipped. From thele and other 
circmnftances, particularifed and urged yrith great vivacity^ 
many individuals inferred, chat a greater number of ihipt 
might have been detached to the Mediterranean than wffre 
a^ually fent with Admiral Byng : that the not fendine 
an earlier and ftronger force was one great caufe of Mi- 
norca's being loft, and co-operated with the delay of the 
miniflry in fending thither re-en forccments of troops, their 
negleft in fufFering the officers of the garrifon to continue 
abfenc from their duty, and their omitting to give order) 
for raifing miners to ferve in the fortrefs of Mahon. 

§ XXXVII. The next enquiry in which the Houfe of 
Commons engaged related to the cOntraSs for vi Quailing 
the forces in America, which were fuppofed by fome pa- 
triots to be fraudulent and unconfcionable. This fufpi- 
cion arofe from an ambiguous exprelfion, on which the 
contractor being interrogated by the committee appointet^ 
to examine the particulars, he prudently interpreted it in 
fuch a manner as to fcreen himfelf from the refcntmentof 
the legillature. I'be Houfc, therefore, refolved that the 
contrad entered into on the twenty-iixth day of March, 
in the year one thoufand feven hundred and £fty-fix, by 
the commiffioners of the Treafury, with William Baker, 
Chriftopher Kilby, and Richard Baker, of London, mer. 
chants, for furnifljjng provifions to the forces under the 
. command of the Eatl of Loudoun, was prudent and necef- 
fary, and properly adapted to the feci^ring a conllant and 
etfeQua] fupply for thofc farces in America. 

^ XXXVIIL The preceding feflion an addrefs had 
been prefented to the King by the Houfe of Commons* 
delij-ing his Majefly would give orders for laying before themt 
feveral papers relating to difputes which had lately hap- 
pened betweenhis Excellency Charles Knowlcs, Efq. and 
fome of the principal iohabitants of the ifland of Jamaica. 
Thiigqvernorwasaccufedof many illegal, cruel, and.ar- 
bitrary a^s, during the ceurfe of l^is arbitration : butthefe 
imputations 
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'^ imputations he incurred by an exertion of power whicH 
_j was in itfelf laudable, and well intended for the commer-* 
cial intereft of the ifland. This was his ^han^ing the feat 
of government, and procuring an aft of aHeinbly for re- 
moving the feveral laws, records, booksi papers, and wri- 
tings belonging to feveral offices in that ifland, from Spa- 
nilh-town to Kingfton ; and for obliging the feveral offi- 
cers, to keep their offices, and hold a fupreme court of judi- 
cature, at this laft place, to which he had moved the feat 
of government. Spanifh-town, otherwife called St, Jago 
de la Vega, the old capital, was an inconliderable inland 
place, of no fccurity, trade, or importance ; whereas, 
Kin^On was the centre of commerce, fituatcd on the fide 
of a fine harbour filled with fhips, well fecured from the 
infults of an enemy, large, wealthy, and flourilhing. 
Here the merchants dwell, and fhip the greaceft part of the 
fugars that grow upon the ifland. They found it ex- 
tremely inconvenient Snd expcnfive to take out their 
clearances at Spanifh-town, which ftands at a confiderablc 
diftance,. and the fame inconvenience and expenfe being 
- J^It by the reft of the inhabitants, who had occafion to 
profecute fuits at law, or attend the afTcmbly of the illand, 
they joined in reprefcntations to the governor,* requelting, 
that, in confideration of thefe inconveniencies, added to 
that of the weaknefs of Spanifh-town and the importance 
of Kingfton, the feat of government might he removed. 
He complied \vith their requeft, and in fo^oing entailed 
. upon himfelf the hatred and refentment of certain 
powerful planters, who poiTeired eftates in and about the 
old town of St. Jago de la Vega, thus deferted. Thia 
feems to have been the real fource of the animolity and 
clamour incurred by Mr. Knowles, againft whom a peti- 
tion, figned by nineteen members of the aflembly, had 
beenfent to England, and prefented to his Majefty, In 
the two feffions preceding this year the affair had been 
brought into the Houfe of Commons, where this gover- 
nor's charaAer was painted iii frightful colours, and di- 
vers papers relating to the difpute were examined. Mr> 
Knowlea 
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Knowles having by 'this time returned to England, the chap. 
fubjeft of his adminiftratibn was revived, and referred to a ; . 

committee of the whole Houfe. In the mean time, peti- ■ 1757. 
tions were prefented by fevcral merchants of London and 
Liverpool, concerned in the trade to Jamaica, alledging, 
that the removal of the publiclc courts, olEces, and records 
of the IQand of Jamaica to Kingfton, and fixing the feat of - 
government there, had been produ^ive of many impor- 
tant advantage*, by rendering the (trength of the ifland 
more formidable, the property of the traders and inhabi- 
tants more fecure, and the profecution of all commercial 
fauunefs more expeditious and lefs expenfive than formerly; 
therefore, praying that the purpofes of the a6l pafled in 
Jamaica for that end might be carried into efTedual execu- 
tion, in fuch manner as the Houfe ftould think proper. 
Thecommittee having examined a great number of papers, 
agreed to fome refolutions, importing, that a certain refo- 
lution of the aflembly of Jamaica, dated on the twenty- 
ninth day of Oflober, in the year one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fifty-three, implying a claim of right in that 
alTembly toraife and apply publick nitiney without the 
confent of the governor and council, was illegal, repug- 
nant to the terms of his Majefty's commiHion to his go- 
vernor of the faid ifland, and derogatory of the rights of 
the crown and people of Great-Britain ; that the fix laft 
refolutions taken in the affembly of Jamaica, on th» 
twenty-ninth day of Oflober, in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and fifty-three, proceeded on a manifeft 
mifapprehenfion of the King's inftru£lion to his governor, 
requiring him not to give his aifent to any bill of:in unu- 
fual or extraordinary nature and importance, wherein 
his Majefty's prerogative, or the property of his fubjefls, 
might be prejudiced, or the trade or fliipping of the king- 
dom any ways affeiSted, uniefs there fhould be a claufe 
infertcd, fufpending the execution of" fuch bill until his 
MajeRy's pleafure (hould be known ; that fuch inftru£l!oii 
was jud and necelTary, and no alteration of the conAitu- 
tion of the ifland, nor any way derogatory to the rights of 
the fubje^s in Jamaica. From,thefe refolutions the reader 

may 
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BOOK m^y perceire the uaCilre of the difputc which had arit*^ 

^ ■ ' _f between the peqpl? of Jamaica and tbeir governor, Vicc- 

~ tjsh Admiral Knowles, whofe conduit on this occafion feeois 

. to have been jultified by the legiflaturg. The parliament, 

however, forbore to determine the queftion, whether the 

removal of the courts of judicature from Spanifti-town to 

Kingftonwas a meafure calculated for the interelt of the 

ifland in general. 

§ XXXIX. The lafl fubjefl which we fliall mention, 
as having fallen under the cognizance of the Commons 
during this fejlion of parliament, was the ftate of Milford- 
haven on the coall of Wales, one of the moft capacious^ 
fafc, and commodious harbours in Great- Britain, Here 
the country affords many conveniences for building Oiips 
of war, and ereSing forts, docks, quays, and magazines. 
It might be fortified at a very fmall expenfe, (o as to be 
4]uitefecure from any attempts of the enemy, and ren- 
jered by far the moft ufeful harbour in the kingdom for 
fleets, cruiferG, trading (hips, and packet-boats, bound to 
and from the weflward, for from hence they may put 
to fea almoin with any wind, and even at low water: 
they may weather Scilly and Cape-Clear when no veflei 
can ftir from the Britifh channel, or out of the French 
ports of Breft and Rochefort, and as a pofl can travel from 
hence in three days to London, it might become the centre 
of very yfefiil fea intelligence. A petition from feveral 
merchants in London was prefented, and recommended 
to the Houfe in a meflage from the King, fpecifying the ad- 
vantages of this harbour, and the fmall expenfe at which it 
mightbefortitied, and praying that the Houfe would take this 
important fuhjeit into confideration. Accordingly, a com- 
mittee was appointed for this purpofe, with power to fend for 
perfons, papers, andrecords; and every circumAance relating 
to it was examined with accuracy and deliberation. At length 
' the report beingmadetoth^ Houfe by Mr. Charles To wsf- 
hend, they unanimouJly agreed to an addrefs, reprefenting 
to his Majefty, that many great loffes had been fuftained bjt . 
the trade of the kingdom, in time of war, from the want 
of a fafe harbour on the weftern coafi of the iHand, for the 
reception 
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recepkion zpil protection of merchant 'fhips, znfl fending chap, 
oatcruifeis.: .that dw hacbEHir of Milford-hai^en, in. the ^ ', 
county of Pembroke, is moft advantageoufly (ituotcd, and, 17^7, 
-i rp rope rlydefe titled sad^ctireilt inev^y refped adapts to 
Ac anfwarJng tbofe nnportsnt ^urpofes : they, there- 
fore, humbty befagght his Maj^fty, that he would give im- 
mediate dire£tions '^ breeding belteriea, with piopor 
cover, on the liiles ti the faid harbour, in the tnc& conve- 
nient places for^uarding thsenxerancc called Hubberftoni- 
road, and alfo fuch Other f<tr[ificatiob« as might bcntf- 
celTary to fccure the interior pirti of the h^bour, and that, 
until fuch batteries and fortifications could be completed, 
Come temporary dsfenfe might be provided for the imme- 
diate protedion of liic fhipa and veliels lying in the laid har- 
bour ; finally, they affijred htm the iHoufe would make 
good to hit Ma^efty sill fuch ckpehfet at fliould be itKurf ed 
for thote pBrpafes, The addrefa met with a.g^ac(oua re- 
ception, and a pfomtlc , that Jitch dite&iens fliould be 
given. The harbour -was a^uaU^ fvrveyed, fhe places 
ware pitched upon for battcriet, and the cftiinRtes prepared » 
bflt no further progrcfs hath fince been made. 

§ XL. We have now finiflied the dettiil of all the ma- . 
tcrial tranfa£tions of this fcSion, except what relates to the 
fate of Admiral Byng, whidh now claims our attentio*. 
In the mean time, we may obKrve, that or the fourth day 
. of July the ieffioo was clofed urith his Majefty's harangue, 
the moft remarkable and pleafmg paragraph of which 
turned upon lu» royal afl'urance, that the fuccour'and 
prdervation of his dominions in America had been hU 
coflftant care, and, next to the fecuf ity of bis kingdoms, 
fliould continue to be his great and principal objeA. He 
told them be had taken fuch toeafurea as, he trufted, fay 
the Meffing of God, might cSe£lually difappoint the de- 
figns of thetnemy in thofe parts ; that he had no further 
view but to vindicate the jull rights of his crown andfub- 
jcdls froA the moft injurious encroachments ; tt> pre- 
ierve traaquillity, as far as the circumftances of things 
might admit I to prevent the true friends of Briuin, 

.Vol. IV. F and 
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BOOK and the liberties of Europe from being oppreflcd and 
. n_ ' . endangered by any. unpror'okcd and unnatural con- 
I7J7, .jun^ion. 

§ XLI.'Of all thetranfaaions that diftinguiftcd this 
year, the moft extraordinary was the fcntence executed ob 
Admiral Byng, thefonof that great officer who had ac- 
qoiraJ fuch honour by his naval exploits in the preceding 
reign, and was ennobled for his fcrvices, by the title of 
Lord VifcountTorrington. His fecond fon, John Byng, 
had from his earl ieft youth been trained to his father's 
profcSion} and wasgenerally eftecmed one of the beil offi- 
cers in the navy^ when he embarlccd in that expedition to 
Minorca^ which covered^ his character with difgrace, and 
evenexpofed himtb all the horrours ofan ignominious death. 
'On the twenty-eighth day of December his trial began 
before a court- martial, heldonboard thelhip-St. George, 
in theharbour of Portfmouth, to which place Mr. Byng 
had been conveyed from Greenwich by a party of horfo- 
guards, and infiilted by the populace in every town and 
. village through which ho pafied. The court having pro- 
ceeded to examine the evidences for the crown and the 
prlfoner, from day to day, in the courfe of a long fitting, 
agreed unanimoully -to thirty-feven refolut ions, implying 
their opinion, that Admiral Byng, during the engagemenc 
between the Britilli and French fleets on the twentieth ' 
day of May lall, did not do his utmoll endeavour to take, 
feife, and deftroy the fiiips of the French King, which it 
was his duty to have engaged, and to alBft fuchof his Ma- 
jefty's (hips as were engaged, which it was his duty to have 
affiled ; and that he did not exert his utmoft power for 
the relief of St. Phi lipV cattle. They, therefore, unani- 
nioufly agreed, that he fell under part of the twelfth aaicle 
•ofan aft of parliament palled in the twenty-fecond year 
of the prefent reign, for amending, explaining, and re- 
ducing into one ad of parliament the laws relating to the 
goverhmeht of his Majefiy's {hips, veflels, and forces by 
' Tea t and as that article pofitively prefcribed death, with- 
out any alternative left to the difaettoo of the court under 

any 
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ihy variation'of circumftances, they iinanioiaufly ac[jud|6l ^^^^ 
■the faid Admiral Jotin Byng to he Ihot to death, at fiich - i , ' j 
timeand on board of fuch {hipa as the lord commiffionen i7S7- 
of the Admiralty Hiould pleafe to dire£l. But as it appeared, 
by the evidence of the oiBcers who were near the Admiral's 
petfon, that no backwardnefs was perceivable iiihimdin'- 
ing the a£lioD, nor any ' rcarV of fear or confuflon either in 
his countenance or behaviour i but that he delivered his 
orders coolly and di{HnSIy, without feeming deficient ill 
.perfonal courage,, and from other circumftances they be- 
lieved his mifcondui^ did not . ar'ifc either from cow- 
ardice or difafie^ion, they unariimoufly and earneSly 
recommended him as a proper objeft of mercy. The Ad- 
miral himfe]f behaved through the whole tryal with 
.the'moft chearful compofure, feemingly the effe£t of con* 
fcious innocence, upon which,, pert^ps, he too much 
jelled. Even after, he had heard the evidence examined 
againfl him, and finiOied his own defenfe, he laid his ac- 
count HI being honourably acquitted, and ordered his 
coach .to be ready for conveying him direftly from the tri- 
bunal to London. A gentleman, hit friend, by whom be 
was attended, having received intiqiuion of the fententc 
to be pronounced, thought it his duty to prepare him for 
the occafion, that he might fummon all bii fortitude to hit 
alBllance, and accordingly made him acquainted with ths 
information he had received. The Admiral gave tolceni 
of furprife and refentment, bitt betrayed no marks of fear 
or diforder cither th^n or in the court when the feotenca 
was pronounced. On the contrary, while divers members 
of the court-martial manifefled grief, anxiety, and trepida- 
tion; Ihedding tears, and figbing with extraordinary emo- 
tion, he heard his doom denounced withoilt undergoing 
the leaft alteration of feature, and made a low obeifance to 
the prelldcnt and the, other members of the court as he 
retired. 

§ XLII. The officers who compofed this tribunal were 

fo fenfibleof the law's fcvcrity, that they unanimoufly fub- 

fcribed a letter to the board of Admiralty, containing this 

P 2 lemarkable 
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B^pK. renankaWe paragraph:—" We cannot help laying the 
. ^^ _ ' ^^ ^ •• diftcefTes of our minds before your lordOiip* on this occfl- 
»7S7- ■ " (ton, in finding ourfdvei under a neceffity of condemn- 
** mg a man to death, from the great feverity of the twelfth 
*' article of war, part of which he ^s under, 'which ad< 
** mrts of no mitigation if the crime Diould be committed 
f* by an errour ia judgement ; and, therefore, for our own 
** confciences fake, a^ wdl » in juftice to the prifoner, we 
^' pray your lonHhipt, in the moft earneft manner, to 
" recommend him to his Majefiy'a clemmcy." The 
lords of the Admiralty, inAead of complying with the 
requeft of die court-martial, tranfmiited their letter to the 
- King, with copies of their proceedings, and a letter from 
, thenifelves to his Majefty, fpecifyinga doubt with regard 
to the legality of the fentence, as the crime of negligence, 
for which the Admiral had been condemned, was not ex- 
preAed in any pirtof the proceedings. At the fame time^ 
copies of two petitions from George Lord Vifcount Tor- 
rington, in behalf of his Icinfman Admiral Byng, were fub- 
tnltted to bis Majefty's royal wifdom and decermination. 
All the friends and rtdations of the unhappy convi<^ em- 
ployed and exerted their influence and int«eft fen- his por- 
ijon ; and as the circumftances had appeared fo ftrong in 
h'n favour, it WH fuppofed that the fceptre of royal mercy 
would be extended for his preferration : but infamous 
ans were ofed to whet the favage appetite of Hie populace 
for blood. The cry of vengeance was loud throughout 
the land : fullen clouds of fufpicion and malevolence In- 
terpofing, were faid (o obftruA the genial beams of the 
bdrt virtue that adorns the throne; artd the f — ^n was - 
^ given to imderftand that the execution of Admiral Byng 
Was a victim abfolutely necefTary to appeafe the furv of the 
people. His Majefty, inconfequence ofthereprefentation 
Blade by the locds of the Admiralty-, referred the fentenct 
to the confideration of the twelvejudges, who were unaAl- 
taouOy of opinion that the fentehce was legal. This re- 
port being tranfmitted from the privy- council to f he Ad- 
miralty, their lordflitps iiTued a warrant for executing the 
fentence 
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fcntence of death on the twcnty-righth 6ay of February. fCHAP. 
One gentleman at the board, however, ret'ufed to fubrcribe ^ '. ^ f 
the warrant, affigning for his refuf^l the mfona which t7f|. 
we have inferttd by wajr of aotet for the fatisfa£lioii of the 
reader*. 

F J § XLIIL 

■ Admlnd f^— *') lufav for oot f gnli^ thg wHtutibr Admint 
Byni'i EttcnCioa : 

•■ITmiybc thouihtttutprcrmnptionlnme CDdiflCTframra,grMt iutf(»- 
ntjti tbac of the twclmjadgo) but wben a minli tilltd apon toGgn hit 
nuBsCD uiiavrhiciiii toglva •utboritjr to the Acddiagof blood, hi <ni|ht 
CO Iw piidad bjr hiiawa conIcieDcc, and not by the opiaiaal ofothar m«n, 

'■ lathe cafe bsfanai, it it not the merit of Admiral Bfsg (hit I uofidetl 
vrlictber he deTenei death or not, ii not a queftion for me to decide ; i«C 
whether or aoC fail life can be uiua awajbj the feocence prononnced oa hioi 
by the court- martial, and tUtr hinng fa dearly explalaed their moCirei foe 
groaaiincis| fuch 1 Cutence, li the pt^t which alone luu employed my maft 
ferioai coufidErition. 

•■ The twelfth article of oir, on which Admiral Byng'i feDteoc; la |n>iind- 
cd, fajri (anonlli]|to myunderftinding of it! meantnt) ' ThiC every perfbn, 
who, in time of aaion, fliall withdraw, keep back, or not come into G(ht, or 
do hii uCmoA, &c. ihrou^ mollMi of cowardice, De|li|ciice, or dilaficAiaa, 
IhaQfuBer death.' The court-martial doei, io ntptefi worll, acqplt Admlnl 
Byng of cowardice and difilFe^oD, and doci not name the word Nc(li(encc. 
AdmitalByagdoeinot, asIconc(f?e, fall snder the letter or defctipiion of the 
twelfthartideof war. Icmiy he faid, that nefligincc ii implied, tboufh the 
word ii not mentioDcd, otherwife the Coait-martial woald not hare biau|bt 
hii oSisnfe under the twelfth article, having acquitted him of cowardice and 
difaffaSion. But it muR be acknowledged that the oegligesCe implied cannot 
be wilful negtigence; for wilful negligence, in Admiral Byng'i ficaatioa, 
muft hafe proceeded eitlier from cowardice or difaSeAian. and ha la 
-nprafily acquitted of both thefecrimtii befidei, thalc crisMi, wUehitcia. 
plied only, and not named, may indeed juMfy fofpicion and piinta opinion, 
but cannot fatiify the confcience in caft of blood. 

" Admiral Byn|'ifite wa< refencd to a coBrt.aurti>], liii IIA and deitit 
W«nleftto tbtttopioioni. The court-martial condemn him ta death, be. 
caufe, ai theyexpnfily fay, diey ware nndera neceffity of doingfoby reatba 
9f theletttrof tbataw, the feierity of which they eoaplainedof, becaDic it 
admit! Bf.somiti|atloB, The conit-maitial expiefiiy fay, tfait (m the fake 
of their conlcieacet, u well ai in juflice to the prifoaei, Cbey nuiit cacneftiy 
i«conunend him to hit Majelty for meicy ) it imidenC, then, chat, in the 
opinion* andcmifciencei of the jodgea, he wai doc dcTeirii^ar death. 

" The queftion then ii, Oiall the o^nioni or neccOliiei of the court. 
martial deUTmiDeAdmiialByog'i fate r If it Ihould bethe latter, he will be 
neculed contrary to the Intwckni and meining of hii judgei| [fthe former, 
hit life ii not fotfeitcd. Hia judgu dtdtM Un nM deAtiin of death i 
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■ § XLIII. THough mercy was denied to the criminal, 
, the crown feemed determined to do notbtng that fliould be 
thought tnconfiflent' with law. A member of parliament, 
who had fat upon the court-martial at Portfmouth, rofe up 
in his place, and made application to the Houfc of CoM- 
nionsin behalf or himfelf and feveral other members of that 
tribunal, praying the aid of the Jagiflaturc, to be releafed 
from the oath of fecrefy impofed on courts -martial, ihat 
they might dlfclofe the grounds on which fentence of death 
Jiad palTed on Admiral Byng, and, perhaps, difcover fuch 
circumdances as might fbow the fentence to be improper. 
Although this application produced no iefolution in the 
Houfe, the King, on the twenty- fixth day of February, 
ienta mefTage to the Commons by Mr, Secretary Pitt, 
importing, that though he had determined to let the law 
talce its courfe with relation to Admiral Byng, and refilled 
■ all follicitations to the contrary, yet, as a member of the 
Ho^fe had exprefTed fame fcruples about the fentenCe, bis 
Majefty bad thought fit to refpite the execution of it, that 
there might be an opponunity of knowing, by the feparatc 
'(txaminationofthemembersof the court- martial, upon oath, 
vhatgrounds there were for fuch fcruples, and that his Ma- 
ijefty was refolved ftill to let the fentence be carried into 
execution, unlefs itihould appear from the faid examination, 

that 

«ii (taking cither the meining of tfaa law, or the nature orhii ollenre, they . 
biiDghim under an iicklt of war, which, accordiog ta cheir own dercilption 

' him to drach, becaure, as chcy fay, the law idmiu of no mi tigacion , Can 
kman'i lite ha taloui awiy by fach alenrence! I would not willingly be 
mifundcrftood, and have it beliend thaCljudge of Admiral By ng'e defcni i 
that w at the buGnefi of a court-martial, and it ii my duty only load ac- 
cording ta myconfciencei which, after deliberate confi^etation, affiHed by the 
beil light a pour underftanding can afford it, remains ftill in doubt, and there- 
fore 1 cannot confent to fign a warrant whureby the fentence of the codrt- 
maitial may bccuiiedinto executinn; fori cannot help thinking, thathow- 
ever criminal Admiral Byng mii; be, hi> life ii not roneiced by dill fenteoco. 
Ido not mean toflnd fault with other men'i opinion); all I endeavonrat, la 
la give teafoni (or my own ; and all i dtfiie or wilh ii. that I may not b« 
ipifundcrltood ;■! do not pretend tajoiige Admiral Bjng'i defettt, nur to gi>« 
Uny opiniXHica.rli( propucu uf.tbaaA. •.■---- 

: " Siincd, fith.feb. T757, at the AJmiialty, 
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that Admiral Byng was unjuftly condemned. TTie fentence CHAP. 
might be ftriSIjr legal, and, at the fame time, very fevere, ._ ' j 
according to the maxim, ftimmum jut fumma itquria. In ijfj. 
fuch cafes, and perhaps in fuch cafes only, the rigour of 
the lair ought to be foftened by the lenient hand of the 
royal prerogative. That this was the cafe of Admiral 
Byng appears from the warm and eager inwrceSon of hit 
jury, a fpccies of intcrceffion which hath generally, if not 
always, prevailed at the foot of the throne, when any thing 
^vourable for the criminal had appeared in the coutfe of 
the trial. How much more then might it have been ex- 
pe^cd to fucceed, when earneftly urged as a cafe of con- 
fcience, in behalf of a man whom his judges had exptefsly 
acquitted of cowardice and treachery, the only two impu- 
tations that rendered him criminal in the eyes of the na- 
tion ! Such an interpofition of the crown in parliamentary 
tranfadlions was iiregular, unnccclTafy, and at another 
jundure might have been produQive of violent heats and 
declamation. At prefent, however, it pafled without cen- 
fure, as the kScQ. of inattention, rather than a delign to 
encroach upon the privileges of the Houfe. 

4 XLIV. The melTage being communicated, a bill was 
immediately brought in, to releafe the members of the 
court-martial from the obligation of fecrefy* and pafled 
through the Lower-Houle without oppoliiion : but in the 
Houfe of Lords it appeared to be deftitute of a prc^r 
foundation. They fcnt a me&age to the Commons, de^ 
firing theitt to give leave that fuch of the members of the 
court-martial as were members of that Houfe might ~ 
attend their lordlbips, in order to be examined on the fe- 
cond reading of the bill i accordinglyt tbey and the reft 
of the court-martial attended, and anfwered all queftions 
without bed tation. As they did not infifl upon any ex- 
cufe, nor produce any fatisf3<3ory reafon for fhowing that 
the man they had condemned was a proper objei^ of mercy, 
their lordfliips were of opinion that there was no occa- . 
lion for pilSng any fuch bill, which, therefore, they 
almoft unanimoufly jejedted. it is not eafy to conceive 
wlat-ftronger reafona could be given for proving Mr, , 

F 4 By"* 
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* *ll? ^ ^y* '" objea^f mercy than thofc mentioned in the letter 
\_j,/„_f fenttothe board of Admiralty by the members, pf the 
■7!7- court-mxrtial, who. were empowered to tfy the impucsd 
offenTe, c;on&q.uently mull, have bmoi deemed well quali- 
fied tojudgeofhiacondu^. 

§ XLV. The unfortunate Admiral beiog thtia tbutr 
■ doned to the flrokc of juftice, pnfttned himfelf for death 
with relignation and: tranquillity. He maintained a fur- 
piifing chearfulnel* totbelaft, nor did he, from his cooi' 
demnation to his execution, exhibit the leaft figa of impa^ 
ticnce or apprehenfion. During tl>at interval he bad re- 
mained on board of the Monarque, a third-rate (hip of 
war, anchored iir the harbour of Portfmouth, under 3 flrong 
guard, in cuflody of the'marflial of tCe Admiralty, On 
thefourteenthofMarchjtheday fixed for his execution, the 
boats belonging to the fquadron at Spithead being manned 
and'armed, containing their cap.tains and officers, withade- 
tachment of marines, attended this Iblemnity in the har^ 
bour, which wac' alfo crowdedwith ai) infinite number of 
Other boats and veflels Oiled with fpc^ators. About noon*' . 
the Admiral having taken leave of ^ clergyman, and two- 
friends who accompanied' him,- walked out of th^ great 
cabin to the quarter-deck, where two files of marines were- 
ready to execute the fentcnce. He advanced with a firm 
deliberate flep, a compof^d and refolute countenance, and 
rafoJvod tofufFer with his face uncovered, until his friends. 
reprefenting that his looks vKould. poffibly intimidate the 
foldiers, and prevent their taking aim properly, he fubmit- 
ted to their requeft, threw his hat on the deck, kneeled on 
acufhion, tied one white handkerchief over his eyes, and 
dropped the other as^afignal for his executioners, who 
fired a volley fodecifive, that five balls pafied through hta 
body., and be dropped down dead in an inftant. The time 
in which this tragedy was a£ted, from his walking out of 
the cabin to his being depofited in the coffin, did not ex- 
ceed three minutes. 

§ XLyi. Thus felt, to the aftonifhmeat of all Europe, 
Admiral John Byng, who, whatever his errours and indif- 
ciettons might have been, fecma^tohave been raflUy. con- 
demned. 
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demneJ, meanly given up, an^ cruelly lacrtAced to vile con< 
ftderations. The fentiments of his own fate he avowe4 i 
on thQ vergt of eternity, when there was no longer ^ny 
cai)(e of ^ilSmulatioB, in the following declantion, which^ 
ioimcdiauly before his death, he delivered to the maiflial 
of the Adiqir^ty. ** A few moments will now deliver me 
front tl^e virulent perlecHtion, and fruftrate the further 
mivlice of aiy enemies. Nor need I envy them a life Cah~ 
jvA Co the fenfatiom my injuriesi and the injuflice done 
ine» itiuft create ; perfuaded I am that juftice will be <Jop« 
to my reputation hereafter : the manner and cauie of raifing 
and keeping up the popular cUntour and prejudice againft 
me will be feen through. I fhall be conlidered (as I apn 
perceive. my felf) a vi£tin deflined to divert the tndignaiioa 
and refentment of an injured and deluded people from ths 
proper objects. My enemies themfelves mult now think 
ipe innocent. Happy for me, at this my lall moment, 
that I know my own innocence, and am confcious that no 
part of my country's misfortunes can be owing to me. I 
heartily wilh the {bedding my blood- may contribute totho 
bappinefs and fervice of my country, but cannot rcfign my 
juft clattn to a faithful difcharge of my duty according to 
the beft <^ my judgement, and the utmofl exertion of my 
ability for his Majefty's honojir, and my country's fer?ice. 
I dm forry that my endeavours were npt attended with 
more fuccefs, ajid that the armament uqdcr my command 
proved too weak to fucceed in an expedition of fuch mo- 
ment. Truth has prevailed over calumny and falfehood, 
andjuflicehas wiped otF the ignominious flain of cq^ fap- 
pofed want of perfonal cour^, and the change of difaf- 
feAion. My heart acquits meof thefe crimes: but who 
can be preAjmptuoufly fure of his own j udgement i If my 
crime itanerrour in judgement, or di&ering in opinion from 
my judges, and if yet the errour in judgement Ibould be on 
their fide, God forgive them, as \ do, and may thediftrefs 
of their mind^, and ifneafiqefs of their coqfcicnces, which 
in juftice to me they have rcprefcntcd, be relieved, and fub- 
Ude ai my refentment has done. The Supreme Judge fees 

all 
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BOOK all hearts and motives, and tohiml muft riibmit the jufiice 
y_ ' _f ofmycaufc." 
I7J7. § XLVII. Notwithftanding all that has been Taid in 

his favour, notwithllanding the infamous arts that were 
praSiftd to keep up the cry agaiiift him, not with {landing 
this folemii appeal to heaven in his lafl moments, and even , 
felf-conviflion of innocence, the character of Admiral 
Byng, in point of perfonal courage, will ftill with many 
people remain^ problematical. They will 'ftill be of 
I opinion, that if the fpirit of a Brriifh admiral had been 
properly exerted the French fleet would have been defeated, 
and Minorca relieved. A man's opinion of danger varies 
at diflerent times, in confcquehceof an irregular tide of 
animal fpirits, and he is actuated by con (iderat ions which 
he dares not avow. After an officer, thus influenced, has 
helitated or kept aloof in the hour of trial, the mind, eager 
for its own jufiification, aflembles, with furprifing induftry, 
every favourable circumftance of excufe, and broods over 
them with parental partiality, antil it becomes not only 
fatisficd, but even enamoured of their beauty and com- 
plexion, like a doating mother, blind to the defiirmity of 
her own offspring. Whatever Mr, Byng's internal feelings 
night have been, whatever confequences might have at- 
tended his behaviour on that occafion j as the tribunal before 
which he was tried acquitted him exprefsly of cowardice 
and treachery, he was, without all doubt, a proper objeft 
for royal clemency, and fo impartial pofterity will judge 
him, after all thofe diChonourable motives of faflion and 
of fear, by which his fate was influenced, (hall be loft in 
oblivion, or remembered with difdain. The people of 
Great -Britain, naturally fierce, impatient, and clamorous, 
have been too much indulged, upon every petty mifcar- 
riage, with trials, courts-martials, and difmiffions, which 
tend only to render their military commanders rafli and ■ 
precipitate, the populace more licentious and intra£tablc, 
and (o difgrace the national charafter* in the opinion of 
mankind. 

C HA P. 
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CHAP. VII. 

§ I. Mr, Pin and Mr. Liggt tattn intt tht admtnifratim. 
^11. Obliged tf rijign. §111. Rtjlertd to their tmphf- 
mentt. §1V. CMlilkn ef parties. § V. Defcentontht 
toafiaf France traditated. § VI. Command ef tbt fiiet 
pvtn tB Sir Edward Hawie^ andtf the land f trees to Sir 
John Msr'daunt. Fleet fails September %. %\U. MnireU 
Knewhsftnt tetake Aix. § VIII. Attack and furrender 
tfAix. % IX. A defcent refilvtd en. § X. ThefUet n- 
turns ta Spithead, His Majtftj apfaints a hoard ef en juirj 
inte the reafons of the fieefs return. § XI. Proceedings of 
the court ef enquiry, % XII. Its report. § XIII. Sir 

■ John Mordaunt tried by a eeurt-tnarttal, and acquitted, 
§ XIV. Fleets fent to the Eaft and Weft J Indies. § XV. 
Succefs of she Englifl} privateers. § XVI. Riets oecafmtd 
by thehigh price oj eefn. § XVII. Operktm in America. 
§ XVUI. Lord Loudoun's conduit in America. '^ XIX. 
Fart ff^lliam- Henry taken by the French. § XX.' if aval 
tranfaSions in America. § XXI. Attempt of M. de Ker- 

fin' o^Cape-ceafi caftU in Africa. § XXIL '^Kt" of af- 
fairsin the Eaft-Indies. Calcutta recoveredi Ibe Stsbe^t 
tamp forced, and a new treaty concluded with him. ^ XXIU 

■ RtduaionofCbqndirnogort. § XXIV. CeUnel Clive di~ 
feati iheSuba at Ptaiffiy, who is afterwards depofid and p'M 
to death. § XXV. King ef France ajajjinated. Torturer 
infiaed on the affajfm. § XXVI. Changes in the French 
minify^. §'XXVn. State of the confederacy againfl tht 
King of Prujfta. % XXVIII, Precautions taitn ty his 
Prtiffian Majefly, § XXIX. SHrmiJhes between tbt 
Prs-Jftans and Aufhians, ^ XXX , Neutrality of the Bm~ 
peror, and behaviour of the Dutch, % XXXI. The French 
take po^ijfton of feveral towns in the Lowfiaurltriei belonging 

■ to the King of Pruffia. § XXXII. Declaratim of the 
Czarina ogainft the King ^f Pruffia, FaSions in Poland' 
§ XXXHt Fruitiefs endeavsurs of tho EngHfi to r^or$ 

tbo 
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thi tranqmmty $f Germany. ^XXXiV. King of PruJJlg ; 
mtirt Bohemia, Prince af Severn dtfeaU tht Auftriatu at 
Rtiehenhtrg, % XXXV", King of Priifjia gains a nm- 
fku vinery ever the ,Ati/}rians near Ptague. Mare~ 
fcbal Scbwerin killed. § XXXVI. Prague imoifttd. 
% XXX VII. Andhamhariei, Brave definfe tftbe bejitged. 
§ XXXVIII. Ctunt Daun tain the eonunand of the Au- 
Jlrianarfny. HiicbaralUr. § XXXIX, King ef Pruffia 
defeated at RaUn. § XL. He raifes the fiege if Prague^ 
and quki Behentia. § XLI. Preparations far the dtfenfe 
ofHanmitr. The alHed army affembies under the Duke af 
Cunherland. § XLIL' Skirmijbes with the French. 
§ XLIII. Duke of Cumberland pajftt the Weftr, The 
Frenth fallow himy and take Minden andEmiden, and lay 
Hanover Mnder centriiution. ^ XLIV. Battle of Hajlen- 
heck. % XLV.. The Preofh take Hemelen, Duke de 
MicbelUn fuperctdee Manefdial d'Eirets in the command af 
th/i French army. $ XLVL The French take poffejfim ef . 
Hanover and Hijfe-Cajfel. J XLVII. And reduce Verden 
, and Bremen. ■Vuie ^ Cutnhtrltmd figns the conventitn ef 
ClfiJerStBen, 

h L fnr^HOUGH the parliament of Greau^ritain 
X~ unanimoufly concurred in flrengthening the 
Jtands of government, for a vigorous proTecution of the war, 
tfiofe liberal fupplies bad like to have proved IneS^ua), 
through a want of harmony in her councils. In the courle 
of the lad year the clamwoui voice of diflittisfaftion had 
'iMen raifed by o feries of dif^pointments and mifcarrtages, 
which were imputed to want of intelligence, fagscity, and 
vigour in the adminifiration. The defeat of Braddoclc, the 
jeduSion of Ofwego and o^her forts in America, the de- 
lay of armaments, the neglefl of opportunities, ineffeflual 
cruifcs, abfurd difpofitlo^spf ^eets and fquadroos, thedif- 
grace in the Mediterranean, and the lots of Minorca, 
^ere numbered among the miEfortunes that flowed from 
die crude deGgna of a weak djrpirltu) miniSryj and- the 
f relpe^ of their acquiefcing in a continental war brought 
I tbenv 
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them flill farther in cootempt and deteftation with the 
body of the pec^le. In order to conciliate the good-will 
of tbofe whom their CDndiiA had difobltged, to acquire a 
freCh ftock of credit with their fdkiw fubje^, and remove 
from theirowti Ihouldcn part of what future ccfifuremi^t 
enftie, they admitted into a fhare of the adminilhatioii a 
cerutn fet of gentlemen, remffrlcabte for their talents and 
pofalwity, headed by Mr. Fitt. and Mr. Leggv, eHeemed 
the two m(^ illuftrious patriots of Great-Brittin, alike 
diflinguiflicd and admireil for their uncoftquertMe <pirit 
and untainted integrity. The former of fhde wu ap- 
pointed feoretary of ftate, the other chancdior of che~Ex- 
chequn ; and their friends were vefled with other honour^ 
sble though fubordinatc offices. 

§ II. So far the people were charmed wiVh the promotion 
of individuals, upon' whole virtues "and abilities they had 
the moft perfeft reliance : but theft new ingredients would 
never thoroughly mix with the old levcn. The admini- 
flration became an em^Iem'of theimage that Nebucharf' 
nezear faw in his dream, the Ifg was of iron, and the 
foot was of clay. The old junto found their new aflb- 
ciaKs very unfit for their purpofes. They could neither 
perfttade, cajole, nor intimidate them into meafures which 
they thought repugnant to the true tntereft of their coun- 
try. The new mrnlfters combated in council every fuch 
plan, however patronifed: they openly oppofed in parlia- 
ment every defign which they deemed unworthy of the 
crown, or prejudicial to the people, even though diftia- 
guifbed by the prediledion of the fovereign. Far from 
bargaining for their places, and furrendering their princi- 
ples by capitulation, they maintained in elBce their inde- 
pendency and candour with the moft vigilant circumfpeo* 
tion, and feemed determined to {how, that he is the bcft 
minlfter to the fovereign who afis with the greateft prol»ty 
towards the fubjed. Thofe who immediately furrounded 
the throne were fuppofed to have conceared the true chao 
nAers of thele tiilhful fervants from the knowledge of 
theit royal ffiriler % to have Mprelented then as obAinato, 
imperious, 
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2 ^p ^ ,iinperious, ignorant, and even -lukewarm in thetr loyalty' j 
,_ , '_ f and. to have dcclaxed,, that with fuch colleagues, it would 
' »;s7' be impolEble to move the machinx of government accord- 
ing to his MajeAy'a inclination. Thefe Tuggeftion;, art- 
fully inculcated,, .produced the dedred effeU : ^n the niath 
day of April Mr. Pitt, by hi; Majefty's command, refig'ncd 
the fealsof fecrslary of ^ ate for the fouthern department' 
.In t}ieroom,of Mr. Ljcgge, the King was pleafed Eograi>t 
tbeofficcof chancellor of the KxchequcT to the right ho- 
nourable . Lord Mansfield, chief juAice of the court of 
.King's-Bei^ch, the fame perfonage whom we have meiw 
tioned before under the name of Mr. Murray, follicitoc- 
..gcneial, now promoted and ennobled for his extraordi- 
nary merit and imporunt fetvices. The fate of, Mr. Pitc 
.was extended tafome of his principal friends : the board of 
Admiralty was changed, and foipe other removals were 
made with the fame intention. 

§ III- What was intended as a difgrace to Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Legge turned out one of the moft Ihining circum- 
flanccs of their chara^ere. The whole nation fecmed t9 
rife up, aa one man, in the vindication of their fame: 
every mouth was opened in their pratfcj and a great 
number of refpcSable cities- and corporations pfefcnted 
them with the freedom of their refpe^ivc fociettes, enclofed 
in gold boxes of curious worlcmanlhip, as tedimohies 
of their peculiar veneration. What the people highly 
elleem, they in a manner idolize. Not contented with 
making ofienngs fo flattering and grateful to confcious 
. virtue, they conceived the moft violent prejudices againfl 

thofe gentlemen who fucceeded in the admin iArationj 
fully convinced, that the fame perfons who had funk the 
nation in the prefent diflrefsful circumftances, who had 
brought on her di(honour, and reduced her to the verge of 
deftrufiion,' were, by no means the fit inftruments of her 
delivery and redemption. The whole kingdom catched 
fire at the late changes ; nor could the power, the cunning, 
Bnd the artifice of a faction long fupport it againfl the 
united voice of Great-Britain, which fcjon piercbd the ears 
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of the fovereign. . It was not poffible to perfuadc the people CHAP. 
that falutary raeafures could be fuggcfted or purfued, ex- ^^'^ ^ 
cept by the few, whofe zeal for the honour of their coun- ^^^ 
try, and fteady adherence to an upright difinterefted con- 
dud, had fecured their confidence, andclaimcd their vene- 
ration. A great number of addreffes, dutifully and loyally 
«xprefled, ffillicited the King, ever ready to meet half way 
the wifhcs of his ftithful peo[dc, to reftorc Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Legge to their former employments. Upon this they 
rcfted the feCurity and honour of Ac nation, as well ai the 
publick expeaation of the fpeedy and fuccefaful iflue of a 
war, hitherto attended with difgraccs and misfortunes. 
^ Accordingly, his Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to redeliver 
Ae feals to Mr. Pitt, appointing him fecretary of ftatc foe 
the fouthern department^ on the twenty-ninth day of Junej 
and five days after the office of chancellor of the Exche- 
quer was reftored to Mr. Legge : promotions that afforded 
univerfal ikti$fa£tion. 

■ j IV. It would not, perhaps, be poffiWe to exclude 
fromaftarein the adminifttation all who were not per- 
fcaiy agreeable to the people : however unpopular the late 
miniftry might appear, ftill they poffeffed fufficicnt influ- 
ence in the privy-council, andcreditin the Houfeof Com- 
mons, to thwart every meafure in which they did not 
themfelves partake. This confideratlon, and very recent 
experience, pi^bably dilated the neceffity of a coalition, 
faiutary in itfelf and prudent, becaufe it was the only 
means of affuaging the rage of faaion, and healing thofc 
divifions, more pernicious to the publick than the moft , 
m^iftaken and blundering councils. Sir Robert Henley 
■was made lord-keeper of the great feal, and fworn of 
his Majefty's privy-council, on the thirtieth day of June : 
the «uftody of the privy-feal was committed to Earl 
Temple: his grace theDoke of Newcaftle, Mr. Legge, 
Mr. Nugent, Lord Vifcount Duncannon, and Mr. 
'Grenville, were appointed commiffioners for executing 
Ac office of trcafurerof his Majefty's Exchequer : Lord 
Anion, 
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BOOK Anfefl, Adoiirala Bofcawbn and Forties,' Dr. Hzy, Mr. 
■ " '^ W«ft, Mr. HunMr, and Mr. Elliot, to prefide at the 
17J7. board of Admiralty : Mr. Fox was gratified wHh the 
offioc of receiver and payraaflor-genetaJ of all bisMajefty's 
guards, gamfons, 2nd land forces ; and tbe£fii!l lif T.ho- 
mond was made treafiircr of the King's boufehold, and 
iworn of hisMajeily'B privy- council. Other promotiona 
likewifc took place, with a defign to gra^fy the adhoronta 
■of either party ; and To equally was the royal favour di- 
fiiibuted,thHt tfae utmoJi harmony for a long time fubfiied. 
ingredients &smingly heterogenous confolidated ipto one 
uniform «tafs, fo as to produce cffet^s far exceeding the 
moll fanguine elpec^Btions ; and this prudent arrangement 
proved difpleafing only to thofe whom violent party artach- 
ment had in()>iired with a narrow and cxclufive {pirtt. 

§ V. The *ccumu|Bted lofica and dtfappeintm^ts of 
tbc preceding year made it abfalutclyaeceilary to retrieve 
the credit of the Britifh arms and councils by foine vigo- 
rous and fpirited enterprife^ which ihould at the fame time 
produce fome change in the circumllanccs of his Pruflian 
Majefty, already deprelTed by theyepulfc at Cdin, and in 
danger of being attacked 1^ the whole power of France, 
now ready to fall upon him, like a torrent, which bad lb 
lately fwept before it iheartay of obfervation, iu>w on the 
brink of dilgrace. A w^l-{>Unned and vigorous deicent 
on tile coall of France, it was thought, would probably 
give a dccHive blow to the marine of that kingdom, and 
at the fame time efFe& a powerful diverfion in favour of 

the PruIEao monarch and the Duke of C d, driven 

from all his pof^s in th< decorate of Hanover, by drawing 
« part of the French farces to the defenfe and prote£tiun 
of their own coafts, Both were objefls of great concern, 
upon which the foverevgii and miniftry were fedulouHy 
bent. His royalhighnefstheDukein apartlcularmanner 
urged the neceffity of fome entcrprife of this nature, as the 
only expedient to obviate the fliameful convention now in 
agicattom. The miniftry for€(aw, that, by deflroying the 
enemy's fbipping, all fuccours would be cut off from 
America, 
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AiflcHca, whither they were daily tninfpoitiflg troops; ' 
the BriliOi commerce fecured, without thofe convoys lb ,, 
inconvenient to the board of Admiralty, and to the mer- 
chants ; and thofe ideal fears of an invalion, that had in 
fome meafure aSefied the publicic credit, wholly dif* 
pelled. 

§ VI. From thefe confiderations a powerful fleet was 
Ordered to be got in rfiadinefs to put to fcaon the {horteft 
notice, and ten regiments of foot were marched to the 
Ille of Wight. The naval armament, confifting of eight- 
een fllips of the line, befides frigates, iire-fhips, botnb- 
ketches, and tranfports, was put under the command of 
Sir Edward Hawke, an officer whofe fotthful fervices re- 
commended him, above all others, to this commandt 
and Rear-Admiral Knowles was appointed his fubaltern^ 
Sir John Mordaunt was preferred to take the command of 
the iand'forces ; and both flridtly enjoined to ad with the 
utmoft unanimity and harmony. £urope beheld with 
aftonilbment thefe mighty preparations. The deflination 
of the armament was wrapped in the moft profound 
/ecrefy ; it exerctfcd the penetration of politicians, and 
filled France with very ferious alarms. Various were the 
impedimenis which, obAru£ted the embarkation of the 
troops for fe vera 1 weeks, while Mr. P— exprelled the 
greateft uneafincfs at the delay, and repeatedly urged the 
commander in chief to expedite his departure ; but a fuffi- 
cient number of tranfports, owing to fome blunder in the 
COntratSors, had not yet arrived. The troops exprefled an 
eager impatience to ftgnalize themfelves againft the enemies 
of the liberties of Europe ; but the fuperAilious drew unfa- 
vourable prefages from the dilatorinels of the embarkation. 
Atlafl the tranfports arrived, the troops were put on board 
with all expedition, and the fleet got under fail on the eighth 
day of September, attended with the prayers of every man 
warmed with the love of his country, an^ follicitousfoc 
ber honour. The publick, big with expeftation, dubious 
where the flroke would fall, but confident of its fuccefs. 

Vol. IV. G were 
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re impatient for tidings from the fleet j but it wis not 
, ti}l the fourteenth that even the troops on board began to 
cooje£tuie thatadefcent was meditited on the CMft of 
France near Rochefort or Rocfaelle. 

§ VII. On the twentieth the fleet made fhe Ifle of 
Oleron, and then Sir Edward Hawkcfent an order to Vice- 
Admiral Knowies, requiring him, if the wind permitted 
the fleet, to proceed to Bafque road, to ftand in as near 
to the Ifle of Aix as the pilot would carry him, with fucb 
fliips of his divifion aa he thought ncceffary for the fervicc, 
md to batter the fort till the garrifon ifaould either abandon 
er furraider k. But the inlmediate execution of this 
order was fniftrated by a French Ihip of war's ftanding 
into the very middle <^ the fleet, and continuing in that 
ftation for fome time before fhe difcovercd .her ipiftalce, or 
any of the captains hada fignal thrown out to give chafe* 

A 1 K les, when too late, ordered the iMagnanim^ 

Captain Howe, and Torbay, Captain Keppcl, on that 
ftrvice, and thereby retarded the attadc upon which he 
was immediately fent. A ftroke of policjr greatly to be 
admired, as from hence he gained time to aflTurehimfelf of 
the ftrength of the fortifications of Aix, bcforelK rati hJs 
Majefty's (hips into danger. 

$ViU. While the above fliipi, with the addition of tbe 
Royal William, were attending the French ibip of war 
fafe into the river Garonne, the remainder of tbe fleet wa» 
beating to windward off the Ifle of Oleron ; and the 
commander in chief publiibing orders and regulations 
which did credit to his judgement, and would have been 
highly ufeful had (here ever been occaGon- to put them in 
execution. On the twenty-third the van of the fleet, led 
by Captain Howe in the Magnanime, ftood towards Aix, 
afmall ifland fituated in the mouth of the river Charente, 
leading up to Rochefort, the fortifications half flnilbed, 
and mounted with about thirty cannon and mortars, At£ 
garrifon compofed of fix hnndred men,' and- the whole 
Ifland about five miles in ekcumference, As the Magna- 
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Mime ap{^oached, the«flenf iired brilkly upon her; bat 
-Captain- Howe, regardlets of their faint endeavours, kept , 
.on his courfei without flinchinf , dropped hi» anchors clofe 
■to tbe walU, aad poured in fo incefi^at a iire as loon 
-Jilenced their artiller/. It was, however, near an hour 
before the fort ftrucjc, when fome forces were landed to 
-take poir^oH of fo important a conqueil, with orders to 
demolifh tbe fortifieatiofis, the care of which was entrufted 
to Vice-Admiral Knowles. 

§ IX. Inconfiderable as this fuccefs might appear, it 
greatly elated tbe troops, . and was deemed an happy omen 
of further advantages^ buf, inilead of embarking the troops 
that night, as was univerfally expected, fevcral lucceffitre 
days were fpent in councils of war, foundings of the coafl, 

and deliberations whether the K 's exprefs orders Were 

practicable, or to be complied with. Eight days were 
elapfed fmce the firft appearance of the fleet on the coait, 
and tbe alarm was givep to the enemy. Sir Jtdward 
Hawke, indeed, propofed laying a fixty gun fhip againft 
Fouras, and battering that fort, which it was thought 
would help to lecuie the landing of the troops, and facili- 
tate the enterprife on Rochefort. This a French pilot 
on board (Thierry) undertook ; but after a &ip had been 
lighted for the purpofe, Vice-Admiral Knowles reported 
that a bomb-ketch had run a-ground at above the diftance 
of two miles from tbe fort; upon which the proje^ of 
battering or bombarding the fort was abandoned. The 
admiral Ijkewife propofed to bombard Rochellej but this 
overture was over-ruled, for reafbns which we need, not 
mention. It was at length determined, in a council of 
war held on the eighth, 'to make a defcent, and attack 
tbe forts leading to and upon the mouth of the river Cha- 
rente. An order, in confequence of this refolucion, was 
imniedistely iSuei for the troops to be ready to embark 
from the tranfports in the boats precifely at twelve o'clock 
at night. Accordingly, the boats were prepared, and filled 
with the men at the time .appointed , and now they 
G 2 remained 
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BOOK remained beating againft each other, and ihe fides of thW 

^_ '_f ihips, for the fpace of four hours, while the council wefc 
17J7. determining whether, after all the trouble given, thejr 
ihould land i when at length an order was published fdt 
the troops to return to their refpeSive tranfports, and all 
thoughts of a defcent, to appearance, were wholly aban- 
doned. The fucceeding days were employed in blowing 
up and demolifhing the fortifications of Aix ; after which, 
the land officers, in a council of war, took the final refo- 
lution of returning to England without any further at- 
tempts, fully fat isfied they had done all in their power to 
execute the defignsofthe miniflry, and choofing rather to 

oppofe the frowns of an angry f , the murmurings of 

an incenfed nation^ and the contempt of tnankind, than 
iight a handful of daftardly militia. ■ Such was the ilTue of 
an expedition that raifcd the expe£tation of all Europe, 
threw the coafts of France into the utmoll confulion, and 
coft the people of England lit^e lefs than a million of 
tnoney, 

§ X. The fleet was no fooner returned than the whole 
nation was in a ferment. The publick expeSation had 
been wound up to the highell pitch, and now the difap- 
pointnient was proportioned to the fanguine hopes con- 
ceived that the pride of France would have been humbled 
by fo formidable an armament. The miniflry, and wiili . 
them the national voice, exclaimed againfl the command- 
ing officers, and the military men retorted the calumny, 
by laying the blame on the projectors of the enterprKc, 
who had put the nation to great expenfe, before they had 
obtained the necedary information. Certain it was, that 
blame muft fall fomewhere, and the miniftry refolved to 
acquit themfelves and fix the accufatiion, by requefling hi» 
Majefty to appoint a board of officers of chara^r and 
ability to enquire into the caufes of the late mifcarriage. 
This alone it wai that could appeafe the publick clamours, 
and afford general fatisfaflion. The enemies of Mr. Pitt 
•ndeavoured to wieft the mifcarriage of the expedition to 
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his prejudice, butthe whirperaof faflion were Toon drown- ^ 
ed in the voice of the whole people of England, who ^ 
never could perfuade themfelves that a gentleman, raifed 

-to the height of power and popularity bjr mere dint of fu* 
perior merit, integrity, and difintereftednefi, would now 
facrlfice his reputation by a mock armament, or hazard 
incurring the derifion of Europe, by negle^ing to obtain 
all the neceflary previous information, or doing whatever 
might contribute to the fuccefs of the expedition. Ir was 
afked whether reafon or jufticc diflated, that a late un- 
fortunate admiral fhould be capitally punifhed for not 
trying and exerting his utmoft ability to relieve Fort St. 
Philip's, invefted by a powerful army, and furrounded 

'With a numerous fleet, while no charge of negligence or 
cowardice was brought againft thofe who occafioned the 
mifcarriage of a welUconcerted and well-appointed expe- 
dition? The people, they faid, were not to be quieted 
with therefoluiionsof a council of war, compofed of men, 
whofe ina<9tvity might frame excufes for declining to ex- 
pofe themfelves to danger. It was publickly mentioned, 
that fuch bacitwardnefs appeared among the general offi- 
cers before the fleet reached the ifle of Oleron ai occafioned 
the admiral to declare with warmth, that he would com- 
ply with his orders, and go into Bafque road, whatever 
might be the confequence. It was alked why the army 
did not lahd on the night of the twenty-third or 
twenty- fourth, and whether the officers fent out m re- 
connoitre had returned with fuch intelligence a feemed to 
render a defcent impria£licable ? It was afked, whether 
the commander in chief had complied with his Majefly's 
orders, *' To attempt, as far as {bould be found praiSica- 
" ble, a defcent on the coafl: of France, at or near Rochc- 
** fort, in order to attack, and, by a vigorous impreffion, 
** force that place ; and to burn and dedroy, to the utmoft 
** of his power, all docks, magazines, arfenals, and ftiip- 
*♦ ping, as Qiall be found there J" Such rumours as thefe, 
every where propagated, rendered an enquiry no lefs ne- 
G 3 ccffary 
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BOOK ceflarjT to the reputation of the officers on the ttcpedkioB 

■ : . than to the minifter who haA proje^ed it. Accor^ngly, a 

1757. board, confifling of three officers of rank, reputation, and 

ability, was appointed by his Majefty, to enquire iftio tha 

leafons why the fleet returned without having executed 

his Majefty's orders, 

§ Xl. The three general- officers, who met on the 
twcnty.firft of the fame month, were Charles, Dulce of 
Marlborough, lieutenant-general. Major-generals Lord 
George Sackville and John Waldegrave. To judge of 
the praflicability of executing his Majefty's orders, it was 
neceflary to enquire into the nature of the intelligence 
upon which the expedition was projefled. The firft and 
mod important was a letter fen t to Sir John, afterwards- 
Lord Ligonier, by Lieutenant-Colonel Clark. This letter 
had been frequently examined in theprivycouncil, and- 
contained in fubftance, That Colonel Clark, in retorning 
from Gibraltar, in the year one thoufand " feven hundred 
and fifty-four, had travelled along the weftern coaft of 
France, to obferve the condition of the fortifications, and 
judge how far a defcent would be pra6ticable, in cafe of a 
rupture between Great-BritaJn and France. On his 
coming to Rochefort, where he was attended by an en- 
gineer, he was furprifed to find the greateft part of a good 
rampart, with a revetement, flanked only with redans | no 
outworks, no covered-way, and in many places no ditch^ 
fo that the bottom of the wall, was feen at a diff ance. He 
remembered, that ir. other places, where the earth had 
been taken out to form the rampart, there was left round 
them a confiderable height of ground, whence an enemy 
might draw a great advantage : chat for above the length 
of a front, or two or three hundred yards, there was nt» 
rampart, or even entrenchment, but oply fmati ditches, ii| 
the low and marfhy grounds next tlie river, which however 
were dry at low water ; yet the bottom remained muddy 
and llimy. Towards the river no rampart, no batteries* 
tiQ parapet, on either fide appeared, and on the land Cde he 
pbfcryei 
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ctbTervedfiUme high ground within the diflance of (HKhnn- chap. 
dred and fifty or two hundred yards of the town, in which . ^"' . 
condition the Colonel was told by the engineer the place 17J7. 
had remained for above feventy years. To prevent giving 
umbrage, he drew no ^aa of th« place, and even burnt 
the few fketcbes he had ^ him': however, as to utility^ 
the Colonel declared himfelf as much fatiafied as if he had 
taken a plan. He could not afcertain the dire^ height of 
the rampart, but thought it could not exceed twenty-five 
feet, including the parapet. The river might be about 
one hundred and thirty feet broad, and the enterance de- 
fended by two or three fmall redoubts. As to forces, none 
are ever garrifoned at Rochefort, except marines,. which, at 
the time the Colonel was on the fpot, amounted to about 
otte thoufand. This was the (irft intelligence the minl- 
ftry received of the ftate of Rochefort, which aiForded 
fufficient room to believe that an attack by furprife might 
be attended with happy confequences. It was true, that 
Colonel Clark made his obfervations in time of peace, 
but it was likcwife probable, thai no great alterations were 
made on account of the war, as the place had remained in 
the fame condition during the two or three lall wars with 
France, when they had the fame reafbns as now to expe^ 
their coaSs would be infulted- The next information was 
obtained from Jofeph Thierry, a French pilot, of the.pro- 
teftant religion, who paOed feveral examinations before the 
privy-council. This perfon declared that he had followed 
the bufiAefs of a pilot on tha coaft of France for the fpace 
*f twenty years, and ferved as firft pilot in feveral of the 
King's Ihips : that he had, in particular, piloted the Mag- 
nanime, before ihe was taken by the Englifh, for about 
twenty- two months, and hid often conduced her into the 
road of the Ifle of Aix j and that he was perfeflly ac- 
quainted with the enterance, which, indeed, is fo eafy as 
to render a pilot almoft unnecelTary^ The road, he faid, 
\afforded good anchorage in twelve or fourteen fathom 
water, as far as Bayosne ; die channel between the iflands 
G 4 of 
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* 'tii "^ of Oleron and Rhe was threa leagues broad, and the banks 

^,1 ,'^j necefiary to be avoided lay near the land, except one called 
'757* the Botard, which is eafilydifcerncd by the breakers. He 
affirmed that the largeft veflels might draw up clofe to the 
foitof Aix, which he would undertake the Magnanime 
^lonelhould de{lroy;thac the largeft Oiips might come 
up to the Vigerot, two miles diftant from the mouth of the 
river, with all their cannon and ftores : that men might 
be landed to the north of fort Fouras, out of ftght of the 
fort, upon a meadow where the ground is firm and level, 
under cover of the cannon of the fleet. This landing^ place 
he reckoned at about five miles from Rochefort, the way 
dry, and no way intercepted by ditches and morales. He 
faid great part of the city was encompalTed by a wall ; but 
towards the river, on both fides, for about fixty paces, it 
wasenclofed only with pallifades, without a fofie. To 
the intelligence of Col. Clark and Thierry the miniflry 
added a fecretaccount obtained of the ftrength and diftribu- 
tlon of the French forces, whence it appeared highly 
probable that no more than ten thoufand men could be 
allowed for the defenfe of the whole coalt, from St. Valery 
to Bourdeaux, In confequence of the above information 
the fecret expedition was planned ; inllruiEtions were given 
to Sir John Mordaunt and Admiral Hawke to tnake a 
vigorous impreffion on the French coaft, and all the other 
meafures proje^ed, which it was imagined would make an 
efFe<9ual diverlion, by obliging the enemy to employ a great 
part of their forces at home, difturb and fliake the credit 
of their publick loans, impair the llrength and refourc« 
of their navy, difconcert their extenfive and dangerous 
operations of war, and, finally, give life, Arength, anci 
luftre to the common caufe and his Majcfty's arms. The 
board of enquiry took next into confideration the feveral 
letters and explanatory inftrudions fent to Sir John 
Mordaunt, inconfequenceoffomedifficultieswhich might 
poflibly occur, ftated by that general in letters (o the 
latinifler, previous ■ to his failing. Then they examined 
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the Kport made to Sir Edward Hawke by Admiral Btode- ' chap. 
rick, and the captains of men of war fent to found the ' . 

French Ihore from Rochelle to fort Fouras, dated Septem- 1717. 
ber the twenty-ninth ; the refult of the councils of war on 
tbe twenty-fifth and twenty-eighth ; Sir Edward Hawke's y 
letter to Sir John Mordaunt on thetwenty-fevcnth, an^ 
the general's anfwer on the twenty-ninth : after which 
Sir John Mordaunt was called upon to give hisreafons 
for not putting his Majefty's inftruiflions and orders ia 
execution. This he did in fubftance as follows : The 
attempt on Rochefort he- underftood was to have been oa 
th&footingof a aupde main or furprife, which it would be 
impoffible to execute if the defign was difcovered or the 
aJarm taken. He alfo underftood that an attempt could 
not be made, nay, that his Majefty did not require it 
fliould, unlefs a proper place for debarking, and a fafe re. 
treat for the troops was difcovered ; particularly where 
the {hips could proto^ tbcm, and a fafe communication 
with the fleet, and conveyance of fupplies from it, were 
found. His fcntimenCs, he faid, were confirmed by a 
paper to this purpofe, delivered to hiin by Sir John Li- 
gonier, on bis firft being appointed to command the ex- 
pedition. It was likewifc probable, 'he thought, that al- 
though Rochefort (bould have remained in ihefituationin 
which Colonel Clark and the pilot Thierry had feen it' 
three years before, yet that a few days preparation could 
make it fufficiently defenlible againft a ceup de main. 
Judging, therefore, the dependance on fuch an operation 
alone improper, he applied to the miniftry for two more 
old battalions, and artillery for a regular attack to force 
the place, which, from its conllrudtion, appeared as diffi- 
cult to be made ddfenfible agalnfl the latter, as eafily fe- 
cured againft the former, But this requell being refufed, 
he ftill thought it his duty to obey his orders on the foot- 
ing on which the expedition was planned, efpeciaJly as he 
underftood his intlrufiions were difcretionary, regarding 
ftie circuniftances gf the time, the condition of the place, 

' and 
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B O O It ijti lite itatur« of the fcrvicc. He recited the pofitive and 
- iM- cftditete intelligence received, as well before the embarka- 
■757- tion as during the voyage, of the alarm given to France, 
and the [neparat ions made along the French coafts froili 
Brefl and St. Maloes to Rocherort : the accidents that 
kept the fleet hovering along the coafts, and prevented the 
ptrShiVity of an attempt by furprife ; the reports of all the 
gentlemen employed in founding the eoafls, fo contrary to 
Ae intelligence given by Thierry the pilot : the opinion 
of the council of war, by which he was enjoined to ad, 
And with which his own judgement concurred : the en- 
deavours ufed, after the twenly-fixth, to find out fome 
expedient for annoying the enemy and executing his Mft- 
jefly's inftru£tions : the attempt made to land, in conft- 
quence of the refolulion of the fecond council of war, 
which was prevented by boifterous and ftormy weather, 
flnd, lafily, the reafons that determined him, in concert 
with the other land ofBcers, to return to England. 

§ XII. Having confidered all thefe circumstances, and 
examined feveral officers who ferved in the expedition, the 
court of enquiry gave in the following report to his Ma- 
jefty :— " It appears to us, that one-caufe of the expe- 
dition having failed is the not attacking fort Fouras by 
fea, at the fame time that it could have been attacked by- 
land, agreeably to the firft defign, which certainly muft 
have been of the greateft utility towards carrying your 
Majefty's inftruaiops into execution. It was at firft re- 
folded by Admiral Hawke (Thierry, the pilot, having un- 
dertaken the fafe conduft of a (hip to fort Fouras for that 
fiurpofe] but afterwards laid afide, upon the reprefcnta- 
tion of Vice-Admira! Knowles, that the Barfleur, the 
ftipdefigned for that fervice, was a-ground, at the di- 
flanceof between four and five miles from the (bore: but 
is neither Sir Edward Hawke or the pilot could attend to 
give any information upon that head, we cannot prefumc 
to offer any certain opinion thereupon. We conceive 
•nother caufe of riie failure of the expedition to have 
5 been. 
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been, that, inflead of, iittcmpeing to knd when the report CHAP, 
was received, on the twedty-fonrtfa of Septembei', froW ^ ^j-.j 
Read^Admiral Broderick^ and the captains Who h^d been jj^j, 
out to found and reconnoitre, a. council of war was fairi' 
iBoned,' and held on the twenty-^ftb, in which it wa» 
snanimoHily refolved not to land, as the attempt cm 
Rochefort was neither advifeaWe or pra^icable : but ft 
does not appear to us that there were then, or at any time 
afterwards, either a body of troeps ot batteries on fhore 
fuficient to h^ve prevented the attempting adefcent, in 
purfuance of the inftrufiions figned by your Majefty ; 
neither does it appear to us that there were any reafbns 
fuffictent to induce the council of war to believe that 
Rochefort was fo changed in refpe^t to its ftrength, or 
pcAure of defenfe, fince the expedition was firft refolved 
on in England, as to prevent all attempts of an attack 
upon the place, in order to burn and dcltroy the docks, 
mag^ziaes, arfenals, and fhipping, in obedience to yom 
Majefty's command. And we think ourfelves obliged to 
remark, in the council of war on the twenty-eighth of 
September, that no reafbn could have exiftcd fufficient 
to prevent the attempt of landing the troops, as the coun- 
cil then unanimouily refolved to land with all poffible de- 
fpatch. We beg leave alfo to remark, that after its being 
unanimoufly refolved to land, in the council of war of the 
twenty-eighth of September, the refolution was taken of re- 
turning to England, without any regular or general meeting 
of the faid council : but as the whole operation was of fo 
i neon fider able a nature, we do not offer this to your Ma- 
jelly as a caufe of the failure of the expedition, fince we 
cannot but look, upon the expedition to have failed fram 
the time the great object of it was laid afide in the council of 
war of the twenty-fifth," 

§ XIII. This report, (igned by the general officers 
Marlborough, Sackville, and Waldegrave, probably laid 
the foundation for the court-martial which fat foon after 
upon the condui5l of the commander in chief on the ex- 
pedition. The enonies of the m>^— r made a handle of 
' the 
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" ^i? ^ *^' mifcamage to leflen him m the efteem of the publick, 
y ■ by laying the whole blame on hU forming a project fo 

>7S7- expenlive to the nation, on intelligence not only flight at 
Che firft view, but falfe upon further examination. But 
the people were ftill his advocates, they difcerned Tome- 
thing myfterious in the whole conduit of the commander 
in chief. They plainly perceived that caution took place 
of vigour, and that the hours for a£lion were fpent in de- 
liberations and councils of war. Had he debarlced the 
troops, and made fuch an attack as would have diftinguiflied 
his courage, the voice of the people would have acquitted 
him, however unfuccefsful, though prudence, perhaps, 
might have condemned him.< Even Braddock's rafhnefi 

they deemed preferable to Si 's inadlivity : thclofsof 

fo many brave lives was thought lefs injurious and difgrace- 
ful to the nation than the ttso fafe return of the prefent 
armament. The one demonflrated that the Britilh fpirit 
flill exiilcd i theotherfeemed tolndicatethe too powerful 
influence of wealth, luxury, and thofe manners which 
tend tp debauch and emafculace the mind. A public): 
trial of the commander in chief was expcded by the peo- 
ple, and it was gracioufly granted by his Majefty. It is 
even thought that Sir John MordaunE himfelf demanded 
to have his condut^ fcrutlnifed, by which method alone 
hi was fenfible his charaaer could be re-eftablifhed. His 
Majefty's warrant for holding a court-martial was accord- 
ingly figned on the third day of December. The court 
was compofed of nine lieutenant-generals, nine major- 
generals, and three c«loneIs, who fat on the fourteenth, 
and continued by feveral adjournments to the twentieth. 
Lieu tenant- General Sir John Mordaunt came prifoner 
before the court, and the following charge was exhibited 
againfl him i namely. That he being appointed by the 
King commander in chief of his Majefty's forces fent on 
an expedition to the coafl of France, and hawing received 
orders and inftruflions relative thereto from his Majefty, 
under his royal fign-manual, and alfo by one of his prin- 
cipal fecretaries of ftate, had difobeyed his Majefty's faid 
orders 
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•rders and inftruAions. The proceedings of this coart crap. 
were nearly fimilar to thofe of the court of cnqyiry. The ^_ ' j 
fame cvidencei were examined, with the addition of Sir 1757- 
£dwafd Kawke's depofition ; and a defienfe, diiFering in 
no eSential point from the former, made by the prifoner, 
but the judgement given was clear and explicit. Sir John 
Mordaunt was unanimoufly found Not guilty, and there- 
fore acquitted, while the publick opinion remained un- 
altered, and many perfons inveighed as bitterly againfl the 
ienitjr of the prefent'Court- martial as they had formerly 
■gainft the feverity of the fentence pafled upon a late un- 
fortunate admiral. The evidence of one gentlemin in 
particular drew attention : he was accufcd of tcrgiverfa- 
tion, and of Qiowing that partial indulgence which his 
own conduft required. He publlckly defended his cha- 
ra^r : his performance was ccnfurcd, and himfelf dif- 
milTed the fervice by his fovereigm 

§ XIV. fiefidea the diverfion intended by a defcent on 
the coall of France, feveral other methods were employed 
to unufe the enemy, as well as to proted tb9 trade of the 
kingdom, fecure our colonies in the Weft-Indies, and in- 
fure the continuance of the extraordinary fuccefs which 
had lately bleiled his Majefty's arms in the Eafi-Indies ; 
but ibefe we could not mention before without breaking 
the thread of our narration. On the ninth of February 
Admiral Weft failed with a fquadron of men of war to the 
weftward, as did Admiral Coates with the fleet under his 
convoy to the Weft-Indies, and Commodore Stevens with 
the trade to the Eaft-Indics in the month of March. Ad- 
miral Holbourn and Commodore Holms, with eleven (hipt 
of the line, a firc-fliip, bomb-ketch, and fifty tranfports, 
failed from St. Helen's for America in April. The Ad- 
miral had onboard fix thoufand two hundred effective men, 
exclufive of officers, under the command of General 
Hopfon, affifted by Lord Charles Hay. In May Admiral 
Ofborne, who had been forced back to Plymouth with his 
ftiuadron by ftreis of weather, Jet fail for the Mediter- 
laneui* 
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BOOK ranean* as did two ihips of war fent to convoy the Ame- . 
^'": . rican trade. 

3757* § XV. In the mean time, the privateers fitted out hy 

private merchants and focieties greatly annoyed the French 
, commerce. The Antigallican, a private fliip of war, 
equipped by a fbciety of men who aljumed that name, 
took, the DuIec de Penthievre Indiaman off the port df Co- 
junoa, and carried bei^ into Cadiz. The prise was efti- 
BJated worth two hundred thoufand pounds, and immediate 
application was made by France to the court of Spain for 
rdlitution, white the proprietors of the Antigallican were 
Iquandering in mirth, fcftivity, and riot the imaginary 
wealth fo eafily and unexpei^ediy acquked. Such were 
the remonflrances made to his Catholick Majefty with re- 
fpe£lto theillegality of the prize, which the French Eaft- 
India Company afTcrt^d. was taken within fhoC of a neutral 
' port, that the Penthievrowas firft violently wrefted out of the 
^n'ds of the captors, then detained as a depofit, with fealed 
hatches, and a Spanifh guard on board, till the ctaiois of 
both partiocould be examined, and at laft adjudged to \>e 
nn illegal capture, and confequently reAored to the Preach, 
.to thegreat difappointmcntof the owners of the privateer. 
Bcfides the fuccefs which attended a great number of other 
privateers,, the lords of the Admiralty publilfaed a lift of 
. above thir;ty fllips of war and privateers taken from the 
enemy, in the fpace of four months, by the Engiifh Hoops 
and fliips of war, exclufiveof the Duke d'Aquitaine In- 
diaman, now fitted out as a (hip of war, taken by the Eagle 
andMedway; the Pondicherry Indiaman, valued atone 
.huiidted and fixty thoufand pounds, taken by the Dover 
man of war ; and above fix privateers brought into port by 
the diligent and brave Capt. Lockhart, for which he was 
honoured with a variety of prefents of plate by feverat 
corporations, in teftimony of their efleem and regard. 
This run of good fortune was not, however, without fome 
retribution on the Ude of the enemy, who, out of twenty- 
.plwfhipB homeward-biHiod from Carolina, made prize of 
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nineteen, whence the tnerchants Giftained confideraWc *^",?'* 
damage, and a great quantity of valuable commodicies, in- ■ ! ^ 
digoin particular, wasloftto thiscountry. J7S7- 

§ XVI. Notwithftanding the large imports of grain 
from different parts of Europe and. America, the artifice of 
engroffers ftiU kept up the price of corn. So incenfed 
were the populace at the iniquitous combinations entered 
into to fruftrate the endeavours of the legillature, and to 
opprefs the poor, that they rofe in a tumultuous manner in 
fcvera] counties, fometimes to the number of five or fix 
tboufand, and feifcd upon the grain brought to market. 
Nor was it indeed to be wondered at, confideriog the di- 
ftrefs to which many pcrfons were reduced. The difficulty 
of obtaining the neceiTaries of liferaifed the price of labour 
at the moft unfeafonable time, when all manufaflurer* 
were overftocked for want of a proper naarket, which oblig«i 
them to difinifs above half the hands before employed. 
Hence arofe the moft pitiable condition of feveral thoufand* 
of ufeful induftrious fubjeds ; a calamity attended only 
with one advantage to the publick, namely, the facility 
with which recruits were raifed for his Majefty's fervicc. 
At laft the plentiful crops with which it pleafed Provi- 
dence to blefa thefe kingdoms, the prodigious quantiuc* 
of corn imported from foreign countries, and the wife mea- 
fures of the legifiature, broke all the villainous fchemes let 
on foot by the foreftallcrs and engroflbrs, and reduced the 
price of corn totheufual ftandard. The pubhck joy o^ 
thiserent was greatly augmented by the fafc arrival of the 
fleet from the Leeward Iflands, confifting of ninciy-two 
fail, and of the Straits fleet, efteemed worth three mil- 
lions fterling, whereby the filfc manufaflurers in particular 
srere again employed, and their dift'reffes relieved. About 
the fame time the India company" was highly elated with 
the joyful account of the fafe arrival and fpirited conduft 
of three of their captains, attacked in their palTage home- 
ward by two French men of war, one of fixty-four, the 
«her of twcnty.fix guns. After a warm ^engagement. 
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*OOK which continued for three hours, they obliged the FrcncR 
^ ' f (hips to iluer off, with fcarce any lofa on their own fidci 

*7j7> When the engagement began, the captains had promifed 
a reward of a thoufand pounds to the crews, by way of 
incitement to their valour ; and the company doubled thft 
fum, in recompenfe of their fidelity and courage. Hii 
Majefty, having taken into confideration the incredible 
damage fuftained by the commerce of thefe kingdoms, for 
want of proper harbours and forts on the weflern coaft to 
receive and protefl merchantmen, was gracioufly pleafed 
to order that a temporary fecurity fhoitid be provided for 
, the fliipping which might touch at Milford-haven, until 
the fortifications voted in parliament could be ete&ed. 
How far his Majefty's dire^ions were complied with, the 
number of merchant {hips taken by the enemies privateer* 
upon that coaft fulEciently indicated, 
' § XVII. Whatever reafons the government had to ex-* 
pefl the campaign Ihould be vigoroufiy pu{hed in America, 
almoft every circumftancc turned out contrary to expefl-« 

, ation. Not all the endeavours of the Earl of Loudoun to 

quiet the dilTentions among the different provinces, and to 
cHablifii unanimity and harmony, could prevail. Circum- 
fiances required thathe^ould ai^ the part of a mediator, 
in order to raife the neccflary fuppHes for profecuting the 
war, without which it was impoflible he could appear in 
thecharafier of a general. The enemy, in the mean time* 
werepurfuing the blow given at Ofwego, and taking.ad- 
vantage of the diflraftion that appeared in the Biitiflt 
councils. By their fuccefles in the preceding campaignj 
, they remained matters of 'all the Jakes. Hence they were 

fnrnjfhed with the means of praiftifing on the Indians in 
all the different diftrifls, and obliging them, by rewards, 
promifes, and menaces,' to a£t in their favour. Every 
accefEon to their ftrength was a'real dihiunition of that 
of the Britilh commander ^ hut then the ignorance or 
pulillanimity of fome of the inferior officers in our back . 
fettlements whi> in eJFe£t, more beneficial to th« enem/ 
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than all the vigilance and aflivity of Montcalm. In con- CHAP, 
fequeiice of the Ibameful lofs of Ofwego, they voluntarily 
abandoned to the mercy of the French general the whole 
country of the Five Nations, the only body of Indians who 
had inviolably performed their engagements, or indeed 
who had pieferved any fincere regard forihe iiritifli govern- 
ment. The communication with thefe faithful allies was 
now cut off, by the imprudent demolition of the forts we 
pofleffed at the great Carrying-place. A ftrong fort, in- 
deed, was built at Winchefter, and called Fort Loudoun, 
after the commander in chief, and four hundred Cherokee 
Indians joined the Knglifli forces at Fort Cumberland : 
but this re-enforcement by no means counterbalanced the 
lofles fuftained in confequence of our having imprudently 
flopped up Wood creek, and filled it with logs. Every 
perfon the leaft acquainted with the country readily per- 
ceived the" weaknefs of thefe meafures, by which our whole 
frontier was left open and expofed to the irruption of the 
favages in the French intereft, who would not fail to profit 
by our blunders, too notorious to efcape them. 'By the 
removal of thefe barriers, a path was opened to our fine 
Settlements on thofe grounds called the German Flats, 
and along the Mohawk's river, which the enemy deAroyed 
with fire and fword before the end of the campaign. 

§ XVIII. In the meantime Lord Loudoun was takinx 
the mod efFeflual fteps to unite the provinces, andraifca 
force fufficient togivefomedecifive blow. The attack on 
Crown-Point, which had been fo long meditated, was 
laidafide, as of lefs importance than the intended expedition 
to Louifbourg, now fubftituted in its place, and undoubt- 
edly a more confiderable objeft in itfclf. Admiral Hoi- 
bourn arrived at Hallifax, with the fquadron and tranf- 
ports under his command, on the ninth of July; and it 
was his lordlhip's intention to repair thither with all poffible 
diligence, in order to take upon him the command of the 
expedition; but a variety of accidents interpofed. It was 
with the utmoft difficulty he at length aflembled a body of 
fix thoufand men, with which he inftantly began hii 
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march to join the troops lately arrived from England, 
I When thejundtion was ef^dled, the whole forces amounted 
to twelve thoufand meni an army cbatralfed great expeA- 
ations. Immediately fome fmall veflels were Tent out to 
examine and reconnoitre the condition of the enemy, and 
the intermediate time was employed in embarking the 
tioopSf as foon as the tranfports arrived. The retiun pf 
the fcouts totally altered the face of affairs ; they brougbf 
the unwelcome news, that M. de Bois de la Mothe, who 
failed in the month of May from Brcft with a large fleet of 
Slips of war and tranfports, was now lafe at anchor in the 
harbour of Louifbourg. Their intelligence was fupported 
by the teftimony of feveral deli:riers ; yet ftill it wanted 
conlirmation, and many perlbns believed their account of 
the enemy's strength greatly magnified. Such advices, 
however, could not butoccafion extraordii^ary fluflu3tion» 
in the councils of war at Hallifax. Some were- for fetcing 
afidcall thoughts of the expedition for that feafoaj while 
others, more warm in their difpoGtionj, and fanguine iif 
their expefiations, were for profecuting it with vigQp):> iili 
fpite of all dangers and difficulties. Their difputes ^ere 
carried on with great vehemence, when a packet bound 
from Louifbourg for France was taken by one of the 
Engllfb {hips Rationed at Newfoundland. She had letter* 
on board, which put (he enemy's fuperiority beyond all 
doubt, at I^aft by fea. It dearly appeared there were af 
that time in Louifbourg fix thoufand r^ular troops^ 
three thoufand natives, and one thoufand three hundred 
Indians, with (eventeen Ihips of the line, and three frigates 
' moored in the harbour ; that the place was well fuppli^ 
with ammunition, provifion, and every kind of military 
ftores ; and that the enemy wifhed for nothing more thai) 
an attack, which it was probable would terminate to the 
difgraceof the aflailants, and ruin of the Britifb affairs in 
America. The commanders at Hallifax were fully apprifed 
of the confequences of an unfuccefsful attempt; it was* 
therefore, atmoft unanimouHy relblved to poflponc- the 
expedition to fome more convenient opportunity, e^iedalty 
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asthefeafon wasnow faradvanced, which alone would be chap. 
fufficient to fruftrate their endeavours, and render the . ' ^ 
enterprlfe abortive. This refolution feems, indeed, to 1757. 
have been the mod eligible in their ci re urn (lances, what* 
ever conftruiSions might afterwards be given, with in- 
tention to prejudice the puWicIt againft the commander in 
chief. 

§ XIX. Lord Loudoun's departure from New- York, 
with all the forces he was able to collet, afTorded the 
Marquis de Montcalm the faireft occafion of improving 
the fuccefles of the former campaign. That general had, 
in tht very commencement of the feafon, made three dif- 
ferent attacks on Fort William-Henry, in all of which 
he was repulfed by the vigour and refolution of the gar- 
lifon. But his difappointment here was balanced by an 
advantage gained by a party of regulars and Indians at. 
Ticonderoga. Colonel John Parker, with a detachment, 
of near four hundred men, went by water, in whale and 
bay boats, to attack the enemy's advanced guard at that 
place. Landing at night on an ifland, he fent before 
dawn thred boats to the main land, which the enemy way- 
laid and took. Having procured the neceflary intelligence 
from the prifoners of the colonel's dellgns, they contrived 
their meafures, placed three hundred- men in ambufli 
behind the point where hepropofed landing, and fent three 
batteaux to the place of rendezvous. Colonel Parker 
miftakingthefe for his own boats, eagerly put to fhore, 
was furrounded by the enemy, re-enforced with four hun- 
dred men, and attacked with' fuch impetuofity, that, of 
the whole detachment, only two officers and feven^y pri- 
vate men efcaped. Fluftied with this advantage, animated 
by the abfence of the Britifh commander in chief, then at 
Haliifax, and fired with a defire to revenge the difgrace he 
had lately fuftained before Fort Henry, Montcalm drew 
together all his forces, with intention 10 lay fiege to that 
place. Fort William-Henry ftands on the fbuthern coaft 
of Lake George : it was built with a- view toprotc£t and 
cover the frontiers of the Englifli colonies, as well as to 
H 2 , conimand 
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command the lake : the forti locations were good, defended 
, by a garrifon of near three thoufand men, and covered by 
an army of fourthoufand, under the conduA of General 
Webb, polled at no great diftance. When the MarquU 
dc Montcalm had aflembled all the forces at Crown- 
Point, Ticonderoga, and tlie adjacent pofts, together with 
a confiderabte body of Canadians and Indians, amounting 
in the whole to near ten thoufand men, he marched direSly 
to the fort, made hrs approaches, and began to batter it 
with a numerous train of artillery. On the very Jay he 
invefted the place, he fent a letter to Colonel Monro, the 
governor, telling him, he thought himfelf obliged, inhu- 
manity, to defire he would furrender the fort, and not pro- 
voke the great number of favages in the French army by a 
vain refinance. " A detachment of your garrifon hai 
" lately, fays he, experienced their cruelty ; I have it yet 
*<^ in my power to retrain them, and oblige them toobferve 
" a capitulation, as none of them hitherto are killed. 
** Your perfiftingin the defenfe of your fort can only retard- 
" its fate a few days, and muft of neccflity expofe an uu- 
" fortunate garrifon, who can poffibly receive no re]ief,con- 
" fideriiig the precautions taken to prevent it. I demand 
« a decifive anfwer, for which purpofe I have fent the Sieut 
" Funcbrune, one of my aides-du-camp. You may credit 
" what he will infortn you of, from Montcalm," Gen. 
Webb beheld his preparations with an indifFerence andfe- 
curity bordering on infatuation. It is credibly reported, 
that he had private intelligence of all the French general's 
defigns and motions j yet, either defpiling his (Irength, or 
difcrediting the information, he negkdted collefting the 
militia in time, which, in coujuniftion with his own forces, 
would probably have obliged Montcalm to relinquifh the 
attempt, or, at leaft, have rendered his fuccefs very doubtful 
and hazardous. The enemy meeting with no diAurbance 
from the quarter they moft dreaded, profccuted the (lege 
with vigour, and were warmly received by the garrifon, 
who iired with great fpirit til) they had burfl ainioft all 
their cannon, and expended their ammunition. Neither 
Montcalm's 
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Montcalm's promifes or threats could prevail upon them to ^ " * ''• 
fiirrender, while they were in a contlitlon to defend them- f 

ftlves, or could reafonablv expe£l alBAance from General t7J7* 
Webb. They even perfifted to hold out after prudence 
didated they ought to furrerider. Colonel Monro was 
fenfible of the importance of his charge, and imagined 
that General Webb, though flow In his motions, would 
furely make fome vigorous efforts either to raife the fiege, 
or force a ftipply of ammunition, provifion, and otherne- 
ceflaries into the garrifon. At length neceJBty obliged 
him, after fuftaining a liege from the third to the ninth 
day of Auguft, to hang out a flag of truce, which was 
immediately anfwered by the French commander, Hoftagcs 
were exchanged, and articles of capitulation (igned by both 
parties. It was ftipulated, that the garrifon of Fort 
William-Henry, and the troops in the retrenched camp, 
Aould march out with their arms, ' the baggage of the 
officers and foldiers, and all the ufual neceflaries of war j 
efcorled by a detachment of French troops, and interpre- 
ters attached to the favages : that the gate of the fort 
fiiould be delivered to the troops of the Moll Chrinian 
King, immediately after Signing the capitulation ; and 
the retrenched camp, on the departure of the Briiifli forces; 
that the artillery, warlike ftores, provifion, and in general 
every thing, except the etFefls of the foldiers and oflicers, 
Ihould, upon honour, be delivered to the French troops ; 
for which purpofe it was agreed there fhould be delivered, 
with the capitulation, an exadl inventory of the ftores, 
and other particulars fpecified : that the garrifon of the 
fort, and the troops in the retrenchment and dependencies, 
(hould notfervefor the fpace of eighteen months, from the 
date of the capitulation, againft his Moft Chriftian Ma- 
jcfty, or his allies: that with the capitulation there fliould 
be delivered an cxafl ftate of the troops, fpecifying jhe 
names of the oflicers, engineers, artillery men, commifla- 
fies, and all employed : that the officers and foldiers, 
Canadians, women, and favages, made prifoners by land 
fince the commencctnent of the war in North -America, 
H 3 ihould 
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BOOK fliould be delivered in the fpace of three mopths at Cani- 
^^ ' . Ion ; in return for whom an equal number of the garrifon 
1757. of Fort William-Henry {hould be capacitated to fcrve, 
agreeably to the return given by the £ngli(h officer, and 
the receipt of the French commanding officers, of the 
prifoners fo delivered : that an officerihould remain v aa 
hoflage, till the fafe recurn of the efco[t fent with iha 
troops of his BritanmckMajelly: thAt'theftck and wound' 
ed, not in a condition to be tranfported to Fort Edward, 
fhould remain under the protection of the Marquisde Mont- 
calm ; who engaged to ufe them with tendernefs and hu- 
manity, and, to return them as foon as recovered: that 
provifion for two days Oiould be ilTucd out for the Britilh 
troops: that in teftimony of his efteem and reipedl for 
Colonel Monro and his garrifon, on account of thei^ gal- 
lant defenfe, the Marquis de Montcalm (hoiild return one 
cannon, a fix-pounder. — Whtther the Marquis de Mont- 
calm was really aiTiduous to have thefe articles puniflually 
executed we cannot pretend to determine ; but certain 
h is, they were perfidioufly broke, iiMlmoA every inftance. 
Thefavages in the French interell either paid no regard 
to the capitulation, or were permitted, from views of 
policy, toadl the moll treacherous, inhuman, and infidi- 
ous part. They fell upon the Britilh troops as they march- 
ed uut, de^oiled them of their few remaining cffe£ls, 
dragged the Indians in the Englifli fervice out of their 
lanks, and aifaHinated them with circumflances of uo- 
heard-of barbarity. Some Britifli foldiers, with their 
wives and children, are faid to have' been favagely murther- 
ed by thofe brutal Indians, whofe ferocity the French 
commander could not effiilualjy reftrain. The greater 
^ part of the Englifli garrifon, however, arrived at Fort 
Edward, under proteflion of the French efcort. Thp 
enemy dcmolidied the'fort, carried oiF the effefls, 4)rovi. 
fion, artillery, and every thing elfe left by the garrifon, 
together with the veflels preferved in the lake, and de- 
parted, without purfuing their fuccefs by any other at- 
tempt. Thus ended the thirdcampaigtiin America, where» 
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#ith aril CTident fuperibrity over the enemjr, an army of ^1*^^' 
twenty thoilfand regular troops, a great number of pro* \_ ,j 
vmchj forces, and n prodigtons naval power, not lefs tbaa itjt< 
twenty fbips ef the line, we abandoned oUr alliet, expoftd 
our people, ruScrcd them to be cruelly maffiurcd in fight 
of our troops, and relinquilhed a large and vaJuable traA 
of country, to the etenud reproach and difgrace of the BrU 
tilb name. 

^ XX. As to the naval tranfaflions in thik country, 
tfaougb Jefs infamous, they were not lefs unfortunate. 
Immediately on Lord Loudoun's departurcjfrom Halli^, 
Admiral Hblboum, now freed from the care of the tranf- 
ports, fet fail for Louifbourg, with fifteen Ihips of the line, 
one {hip of fifty guns, three fmall frigates, and a fire-lhip. 
What the objed of ibis cruifc might have been can only 
be conjectured. Some imagine curiofity was the Admi- 
ral's fole motive, and the defire of informing himfelf With 
certainty of the enemy's ftrengtb, while others perfuadfc 
themfelves that he was in hopes of drawing M. de Ja Mothe 
to an engagement, notwithftanding his fuperiority in num- 
ber of Ihips and weight of metai. Be this as it may, the 
Britilh ftjuadroA appeared olF Louifbourg on the twen 
tieth day of Auguft, and approaching within two milei 
of the batteriesi faw the French admiral make the fignal 
tounmoor. Mr. Holbourn was greatly inferior in ftrength, 
and it is obvious that his defign was not to fight the ene- 
my, al he immediately made the beft of his way to Halli- 
fax. About tbe middle of September, being re-enforced 
with four thips of the line, he again proceeded to Louif- 
bourg, probably with intention, if poffibic, to draw the 
enemy to an engagement ; but he found De la Mothe to* 
prudent to hazard an uonecCflary battle, the lofs of which 
tl^ld have greatly expofed aH the French colonies. Here 
the Erglifli fquadron continued cruifing until the twen- 
ty-fifth, when they were overtaken by a terrible ftorm from 
the fouch ward. When the hurricane began, the fleet was 
about forty leagues diftant from Louifbourg : but were 
^ivsn ia twelve hours within two miles of the rotks and 
H 4 biealun 
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breakers on that coaft, when the wind providentially 
, fliifted. The (hip Tilbury was wrecked upon the 
rocks, and half her crew drowned. Eleven Ibipa were dif- 
maaed, others threw their guns overboard-, and all re* 
turned In a very jhattered condition to England, at a very 
unfovourable feafonofthe year. In this manner ended 
the expedition to Louilbourg, more unfortunate to the 
nation than the preceding defigns upon Rochefbrt ; Icfs 
difgraceful to the commanders, but equally the occafioit 
of ridicule and triumph to our enemies. Indeed, the un- 
happy confequences of the political difputes at home, 
the inllability of the adminiftratiun, and the frequent re- 
volutions in our councils were Itrongly manifefted by that 
langourinfufedintoali ourmilitary operations, and general 
unfteadinefs in our purfutts. Faction in the mother, 
country produced divifions and mifcondufl in the colo- 
nies. No ambition to fignalife themfelves appeared among 
the officers, from the uncertainty whether their fervices 
were to be rewarded or condemned. Their attachment to 
particular perfons weakened the love they ought to hive 
entertained for their country in general, and del^royed that 
ipirit of enterprife, that firmnefs and refolution which con- 
flitutes the commander, and without which the beft ca- 
pacity, joined to the moft uncorruptible inKgrity, can 
cffeSt nothing. 

§ XXI. The French King not only exerted himfelf 
Bgainft the Englifh in America, but even extended his 
operations to their fettlements in Africa, which he fent one 
of his naval commanders, with a fmaiifquadron, toreduce. 
This gentleman, whofc name was Kerfin, had fcoured the 
coaft of Guinea, and made prize of fevcral Englifh trading 
ibips : but his chief aim was to reduce the caflle atCape- 
coaft, of which had he gained poil'ellion, the other fubor- 
dinate forts would have fubmitied without oppofition. 
When Mr. Bell, the governor of this caflle, received intel- 
ligence that M. dc Kerfin was a few leagues to windward, 
and certainly intended to attack Cape-coaft, his whole 
garrifon did not exceed thirty white meoj exclullve of a few 
Muatto 
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Mulatto fbldiers : his ftocic of ammunition was reduced to CHAP. 
half a barrel of gunpowder ; and his fortifications were fo . _ 1 f 
crafy and incoodderable, that, in the opinion of the bcft 1757. 
engineers, they could not have fuflained for twenty oiinutes 
the fire of one great fhip, had it been properly dife£ted and 
maintained. In thefe circumftances, few people would 
have dreamed of making znji preparation for dcfenfe ; but 
Mr. Bell entertained other fentlments, and acquitted him- 
felf with equal courage and difcretion. He forthwith pro- 
cured a fupply of gunpowder, and a re- enforcement of 
about Jifty men, from certain trading vclTcls that happened 
to be upon that part of the, coaft. He mounted fome 
fpare cannon upon an occafional battery, and aOembling a 
body of twelve hundred negroes, well armed, under the 
command of their chief, on whofe attachment he could 
depend, ordered them to take poft at the place where he 
apprehended the .enemy would attempt a landing. Thefe 
precautions were hardly taken when the French fquadron, 
conlifling of two &ips of the line and a large frigate, ap- 
peared, and in a little time their attack began, but they 
met with fuch a warm reception, that in lefs than two 
hours they delifted, leaving the caftle very little damaged, 
and immediately made fail for the Welt-Indiea, very much 
to the difappointment and mortification of the Dutch offi- 
cers belongin|f to the fort of Elmina, in the fame neigh- 
bourhood, who made nofcruple of expreffing their wifhes 
publickly in favour of the French commodore, and at a 
dilfance viewed the engagement with the mofl partial 
eagernefs and impatience. M. de Kerfm was generally 
blamed for his want of conduct and refolucion in this at- 
tempt : but he is faid to have been deceived in his opinion 
of the real ftate of Cape-coafl cafHe by the vigorous and 
refolute exertions of the governor, and was apprehenfive of 
lofing a maft in the engagement; a lofs which be could 
not have repaired on ihe whole coaft of- Africa. Had the 
fort ofCape-coaft been reduced on this occafion, in all pro- 
bability every petty repubhck of the Negroes fettled under 
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BOOK the proteaion of the forts on die Gold CooA Would liav« 
'. 1 revolted from the BritUb intcreft : for while the French 
»7j7. fquadron, in thair progfefs along: tore, horcred in the 
offing at Ananraboe, an EngUft fettlement a few leagues 
to leeward of Cape'coaft, John- Corrantee, the aboi^irif, 
chief magtftrate and general of (he BUcks on that pan of 
the coflft, who(% adopted Ton had a few jrears before becA 
careffed, and even treated as a prince in England, taking 
it for granted that this enterprifs of the French would he 
attended with fuccefs, afluatly fent fomc of his depend- 
ants, with a prefmt of refreOiments for their commodore ; 
the delivery of which, however, was prevented by Mr. 
Brevr, the EngliOi chief of the fort, who fliattered in 
pieces the canoe before it could be launched, and threat-^ 
ened with his cannon to lewl the black town with the 
duft. The caboceiro, though thus anticipated in his de- 
fign, refolved to be among thefirft whoQiouId compliment 
M. de Keriin on his victory at Cape-coaft; and, \rith 
this view, prepared an embafly or deputation to go there 
by land \ but, underftanding that the French had failed 
in their attempt, heOiiflcd his defign, witiiout the leaft 
hefitation, and defpatched the fame eoibafly to Mr. Sell* 
whom he congratulated on his vi^ory, affinring him he had 
kept his men ready armed to march at- the firft fumnions 
to his aSiflance; 

§ XXII. In the Eaft-Indies the fcejie was changed 
greatly to the honour and advantage of Great- Britain, 
There the commanders aAcd with that harmony, fpiritr - 
and unanimity becoming Britons, zealous for the credit of 
their king and the intercft of their country. We left Admi- 
ral Walfon and Colonel Clivc advancing to Calcutta, to 
revenge the cruel tragedy a£led upon their countrymen the 
preceding year. On the twenty-eighth of December, the 
fleet proceeded up the river: next day Colonel Clive 
landed, and with the afhUance of the fquadron, in twenty* 
four hours made himfelf malter of Bulbudgia, a place of 
great ftrength, though very ill defended. On the firft of 
January the Admiral, with two Ibipsj appeared before the 
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tewn of Calculta, and ww received bf a briik fire fnm CMaF. 

the batteries. This (aliHc vtm raturncd lb wamify, that "' 
tlie eiumici guns w«rc foon ^ncad, and in lc(b than two 1757. 
hours the place and fort were abaodoned. Colonel Clire, 
OD tbe other fide, bad invefled the town, and made his 
i^tack with that vigour and intrepidity peculiar to bimfW, 
which greatly contributed Co the fudden reda&iwi of the 
fettJenwRt. As foon as the fort- was furrendered, the brave' 
and a£tive Captain Coote, with his Majcfty's troops, took 
poflefton, and found ninety-one pieces of cannon, four 
mortars, abundance of ammunition, ftores, and provifton, 
with every requifite for fuftaining an obftinate fiege. 
Thus the EngliOi were re-eflablifhed in the two ftrongcft 
fortrelies in the Ganges, with the inconfiderible lofa of 
nine fcamen killed, and three foldiers. A few days after, 
Hughley, a city of great trade, fituated higher up the river, 
■was reduced with as little difficulty, but infinitely greater 
prejudice to the nabob, as here his Aorehoufes of lalt, and 
vaft granaries for the fupporcof his arjny, were burnt and 
6t&ioyed. Incenfed at the almoft Inftantaneous lofs of all 
his conqiiefts, and ciemolition of the city of Hughley, the 
vicerfiyof Bengal difcouraged all advances to an accommo- 
dation which was propofed by the admiral and chiefs of the 
company, and aflembled an army of twenty thoufand horfe 
and fifteen thoufand foot, fully rcfolved to expe! the 
Engl i(h out of his dominions, and take ample vengeance 
for the dif^races he had lately fuflained. He was feen 
marching by the Englifh camp in his way to Calcutta on" 
the fccond of February, where he encamped, about a mile 
from the town. Colonel Clive immediately made appli- 
cation to the Admiral for a re-enforcement, and fix hun- 
dred men, under the command of Captain Warwick, were 
accordingly drafted from the different (hips, and Tent to 
affift his little army. Clive drew out his forces, advanced 
in three columns towards [he enemy, and began the attack 
fo vigoroufly, that the viceroy retreated, after a feeble re- 
finance, with the lofs of a thoufand men killed, wounded, 
and token. pr-ibnerc, five hundeed horfea, great numbers of 
5 draft 

I. ,11, ., ^^t^iuui^le 



leS HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

BOOK draft bullocks, and four elephants. Though this ad- 
- ' . vantage was kfs dccilive than could be wilhcd, yet it fuf- 
1757. ficicntly intimidated the Nabob into conceffions much to 
the honour and advantage of the company. Admiral 
Watfbn gave him to underftand in a letter, ^at this was 
no more than a, fpecimea of what the Britifh arms, whea 
provolccd, could perform. The Suba defired the negocia- 
tion might be renewed} and in a few ' days the treaty was 
concluded He promifed not to diftuib the Englifli in any 
of thofe privileges or pofleffions fpecllied in the iirm and 
granted by the Mogul : that all merchandife belonging to 
the company Ihould pafs and rcpafs in every part of the 
province of Bengal, free of duty : that all the Englifli 
factories fcifcd the preceding year, or fince, Qiould be - 
reftored, with the money, goods, and efFefls appertaining: 
that all damages fuftained by the Englifh Ihould be re- 
paired, and their lofTes repaid : that the Englifh fhould have 
liberty tofortifyCalcuttain whatever manner they thought 
proper without interruption : that they fliould have the 
liberty of coining all the gold and bullion they imported, 
which fhould pafs current in the province ; that he would 
remain in &r[& friendihip and alliance with the Englifii, 
ufe his ucmod endeavours to heal up the late divilions, and 
reftore the former good underftanding between them, AH 
which fevera) articles were folemnly Agncd and fealed 
with the Nabob's own hand. 

§ XXIII. Such were the terms obtained for the com- 
pany by the fpirlted and gallant conduct of the two Eng- 
lifb commanders. They had, however, too much di fcern- 
ment [orely on the promifts of a barbarian, who had fa 
perfidioufly broke former engagements ; but they prudently 
diflembled their fentiments, until they had thoroughly 
reinftated the affairs of the company, and reduced the 
French power in this province. In order to adjuft the 
points that required difculBon, the felefl committee for the 
company's affairs appointed Mr. Watts, who had been 
releafed from his former imprifonment, as their commillary 
at the court of the Suba> to whom be was pcrfonaliy 
knowuj 
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known, as well as to his minifters, among vrbom be had chap. 
acquired a confidcrable influence. Nothing lefs could ' 

have balanced the interell which the French, by their art ijj^. , 
cf intriguing, had raifed among the favourites of the vice- 
loy. While Mr. Watts was employed at Muxadavad, 
in counterworking thofe intrigues, and keeping the Suba 
Heady to his engagements, the f^dmiral and Mr. Clive 
lefolved to avail thcmfelves of their armament in attacking 
the trench fettlements in Bengal, The chief objed of 
their defigns was the redui^ion of Chandernagore, fituated 
higher up the river than Calcutta, of confiderable flrength, 
an,d the chief in importance of any poiTeflcd by that nation 
in the bay. Colonel Clive being re enforced by three hun- 
dred men from Bombay, beg^an his march to Chanderna- 
gore, at the head of feven, hundred Europeans and one 
thoufand fix hundred Indians* where, on his firft arrtval^ 
he took poilelBon of all the out-poHs, except one redoubt 
mounted with eight pieces of cannon, which, he left to be 
nienced by the admiral. On the eighteenth of March 
the Admirals Watfon and Pococke arrived within two miles 
of the French fettlement, with the Kent, Tiger, and 
Salifbury men of war, and found their paHage obftruflcd 
by booms laid acrofs the river, and feveral vefiels funk iti 
the channel. Thefe difficulties being removed, they ad- 
vanced early on the twenty- fourth, and drew up in a line 
before the fort, which they battered with great fury for 
three hours; while Colonel Cli.ve was making his ap- 
proaches on the land fide^ and playing vigoroufly from the 
batteries he had raifed. Their united e^orts foon obliged ' 
the enemy to fubmiiHon. A Sag of truce was waved over 
the walls, and the place furrendered by capitulation. The 
keys were delivered to Captain Latham, of the Tiger, 
and in the afternoon Colonel Clive, with the King's troops* 
took polTeflion. Thus the redu£tion of a ftrong fortrefs, 
garrifoned by five hundred Europeans, and one thoufand 
two hundred Indians, defended by one hundred and twenty- 
three pieces of cannon, and three mortars, well provided 
with all kinds of ftores and necefT^ries, and of very great • 
importance 
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BOOK importance to the enemy's comnfterce in India, wasaccom- 

f__ - ' ..^ plilbcd with a Ifffs nol exceeding forty men on the Me of 
1757. the conquerors. By the treaty of capitulation the dire^or, 
counfellors, and inferior fervants of the (ettlemenC were 
allowed to depart with their wearing apparel ; the Jcfuits 
were permitted to take away their <:hurch ornaments, and 
the nati»es to remain in the full exertion of their liberties; 
but thegarrifon were to continoeprifoners of war. The 
goods and tnoney found in the place wercconfiderable; 
*>ut the principal advantage arofefrom the rain of the head - 
fettlementof the enemy on the Ganges, which could not 
but interfere with the Englifti commerce in thcfe parts. 

§ XXIV, Succefs had hitherto attended a!! the opera- 
tions of the Btitifti commanders, becaufethey wertcon-' 
■ certed with forcfight and unanimity ; and executed with 
that vigour and fpirit which defervedly raifed them 
high in the riteem of their country. They reduced the 
Nabob to -reafonable terms of 'accommodation before'they 
alanned the Irench j and now the power of the latter waS 
deftroycd they entered upon meaftires to oblige' the trea- 
cherous viceroy to a ftrifl performance of the treaty he 
had fo latfely figned. However fpecious his promifes were, 
they found him extremely dilatory in the execution of 
feTcral articles of the treaty, whfch, in efFeft, was the 
fame to the EngliOi commerce as if none had beCn con- 
cluded. The company's goods were loaded with high 
duties, and feireral other infraSions of the peace committed, 
upon foch frivolous pretences as evidently demonftrated 
that he fought to come to an open rupture as foon as his 
projects were ripe for execution. In a word, hedifcovered 
all along a manifeft partiality , to the French, whofe 
emiflaries cajoled him with promifes that he Ihould be 
joined by fuch a body of their European troops, under M. 
de Buify, as woold enable him tocrufti the power of the 
Englilh, whom they had taught him to fear and to hate. 
As recommencing hoftilirics againft fo powerful a prind; 
was in itfelf dangerous, and, if poffible, to be avoided, the 
the »Sa,ir was laid before the council of Calcutta, and 
citnvalled 
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canrafled with all the circumfpetftion uid caution tliat a 
meafure required, on which depended thefateof the whole , 
trade of Bengal. Mr. Watts from time to time lent them 
itttelligence of every tranlaflion' in the Suba's cabinet, 
and although that prince publicity declared he would 
caufe hiro to be impaled as Toon as the Englifh troop* 
fhould be put in motion within the kingdom of Bengal, hf 
bravely facrificed his own fafety to the intereft of the conw 
pany, and exhorted them to proceed with vigour in their 
military operations. During thefe deliberations a moft 
fortunate incident occurred, thatfixindttermined thecouo- 
oil to come to an open rupture. The leading perfona in 
the Viceroy's court found themfelves apprelTed by his 
haaghtinefs and infolence. The fame fpiric of difcontenC 
appeared among the principal officers of his army: they 
were well acquainted with his perfidy, faw his preparationi 
for war, and were feoilble that the peace of the country 
- ceuld never be reflored, unlefs either the Engliflt wer« 
expelled or the Nabob depoled. In canfequence, a plan 
was concerted for divefting him of all his power j and the 
confpiracy was conducted by Jaffier Ali Khan, his prime 
minilter and chief commander, a noblaman of great in- 
fluence and authority in the province. The projea wa* 
comrauT^Ieated by Ali Khan to Mr, Watts, and fo ini' 
proved.by the addrefs of that gentleman as in a manner to 
cnfure fuccefs. A treaty was ai5tually concluded between 
this Meer JaSer Ali Khan and the EnglJfli company; 
and a plan concerted with this nobleoian and the other 
malcontents for their defeSion from the Viceroy. Thefe 
previous meafures being taken, Colonel Clive was ordered 
to take the field with Kis little army. Admiral Watfoq 
undertook the detcnfe of Chandernagore, and the garrifon 
was detached to re-enforce the Colonel, together wichlifty 
teamen to be employed as gunners, and in direSing the 
artillery. Then Mr. Watts, deceiving the Suba's fpies, 
by whom he was furrbunded, withdrew himfelf from 
Muxadavad, and reached the £ngli(h camp in fafety. On 
the olneteeiith of June a detachment was feat to attack 
Cutwa 
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BOOK Cutwa fort and town, fituat«l on that branch of the river 

^__ ' ^ f forming the ifland CafBtnbusar. This place furreDdered 
1757. at the (irft fummons j and here the Colonel halted fvith 
the army for three days, expeSing advices from Ali Khan. 
Difappointed of the hoped-for intelligence he crofled the 
river, and marched to Flaifley, \yhere hi ehcamped. On 
the twenty-third, at day-break, the Suba advanced to 
attack him, at the head of fifteen ihoufand horfe, and near 
thirty thoufand infantry, with about forty pieces of heavy 
cannon, conducted and managed by French gunners, oa 
whofe courage and dexterity he placed great dependance. 
They began to cannonade the Englifh camp about fix in 
the morning, but a fevcre fliower falling at noon they 
withdrew their artillery. Colonel Clive feifcd this oppor- 
tunity to take pofleffion of a tank and two other pofts of 
confequcnce, which they in vain endeavoured to retake. 
Then he ftormed an angle of their camp, covered with a 
double breaA-work, together with an eminence which 
they occupied. At the beginning of this attack, fome of 
their chiefs being llain, the men were fo difpiritcd that 
they foon gave way ; but ftill Meer Jaffier Ali Khan, who 
commanded their left wing, forbore declaring himfelf 
openly. After a fhort conieft the enemy were put to 
flight, the Nabob's camp, baggage, and fifty pieces of 
cannon taken, and a moft complete viflory obtained. The 
Colonel purfuing his advantage, marched to Muxadavad, 
the capital of the province, and was there joined by Ali 
Khan and the mal-contents. It was before concerted 
that this nobleman Ihould beinvefled with the dignity of 
Nabob; accordingly, the Colonel proceeded folemnly to 
depofeSurajah Dowlat, and, with the fame ceremony, to 
fubftitute Ali Khan in his room, who was publickly ac- 
knowledged by the people as Suba, or Viceroy, of the pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. Soon after, the 
late Viceroy was taken, and put to death by his fucceflbr, 
vho readily complied with all the conditions of bis eleva- 
tion. He conferred on his allies very liberal rewards, and 
granted the company fuch extraordinary privileges as 

fully 
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prctyrh were uptireJy e^t^luio^^the^omfl^cceof '^eng^i ,\m- 
at^d.^fi ,depen4&nd;F^ Che itrade qf.^bis Eiigli^ company 
V^ fcftored^ anil jri^cenbd bey9nd..,-(t)9if .tnpftranguifn 
jKjpes; aoev aUjf was acquic^, ;wh(^e ,int|cren obliged 
bW itP f^fp^'n firip to his epgaigemefl^si ,a;;fait lijm wBf 
pSHJtO.the CQiD(»ny and_tl(e fufFems ajt -Calcutta, to'm- 
^evmif^- thei? for.tjieir lufles; th&foldt^r]iafl^ feaoies w^ef;? 
gW^ifieiJ jyi(h /iK^hu»lJr^:,tlipnfaTO}-:pt>Mn:4t, ^s » rewftftt 
fer^lw spiirpge-apd imrepidity tbeyexettodi, «nd:avacietj 
of other «4vMnagM,-g^ad» which itiwbttW .\ie ■uancttS'atjf 
t^-eflijngcrsfei ,I(i a word, in the rp»ce of fsurteen days a 
gteati^yoiuiioayfat effoiXed, and thegDvernment oT^ y^ 
fffiiiintry, fuperiour in wealth, fertility, extent, ami 
BM(nb(^ of inhahit^stojnoft Kuropeaiijciogdoms, trans- 
ferxefi by a handful of trpgpe, condu^d by an officer un- 
tutored in the art of war, . and a general father by intuit'ioil 
^»n infiruiilion and experience, Bttt the publick joy at 
t^efe {ignal.fiicctStB wan cooiide^^kly ijimitiilftied by th? 
death of Admiral W^tion, and the iQfg of Vi^aga[>«tainf 
;U1 Eqglith fettlgtpent' on the CorQ«ia;)d'!l .coaft- Tha 
Admiral fell a viaWa to the unwh^JcfonVBidi of ^dsr 
^te, on the fixteent|i .of- Auguil; uoiverfally cftocmtA 
and regretted ; ;vul the .&>Aory abd fot+st Viaag*p:)tati» 
were furtendered to the Fjreach, a few; days after C(>l«ti«li 
jClive bad defeated the Nvbob. . -. . : - I 

§ XXV. We pow turn out (syMitp the continient -pf, 
£urope, where w^.. fee the,begmi)>n'g(if!theyear marked/ 
with aAriking intlance oi thcdreadfui dfe&s gf franticltt 
Mthufiafm. Francebad long enjoyed^ a monarch, eafy. 
Complying, good^iturcd, and aveife to .all that woH lh« 
appearance of bufine^ oc of-wac; Ccttitented with the : 
pleafures of iodalence, he faugbt no grcatnefs beyond Vfha% 
he enjoyed, nor purfucd any ambitious aim through the ' 
diSates of his own difpofition. Of all men on earth fuch 
a prince had the greateft reafon to expect an cxempiioa 
from plots agalofthis perfoDj and cabaUamong his rubjetSs ; -- 

- Voj.. IV, J y=t 
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'n?"^ yetwtl ad attempt Made upon his life by a man, wli«« 
^_ '■ , f though placed in the loweft Tphere of fonune, had refo- 
'?S7' luttort to face the greatell dangers, and entfaufiafm fuffi" 
cicnt to fuftaln, without fbrinking, all the tortures which 
thecnieltj' of man could invent, or his crimes render ne* 
Kt^ty. The nami of this fanatick was Robert Francis 
Damien, born in the fuburb of St. Catharine, in the 
city of Arras. He had lived in the fcrvice of feveral ftmi- 
liea, whence he was generally difmifled on account of the 
impatience, the melancholy, and fullennefa of his difpo- 
fition. So humble was theflationof a perfon, who wis 
ivfolved to ftep forth-from obfcurity, and, .by one defpe- 
rate effort, draw upon himfelf the attention of all Ktirope. 
On the fifiti day of January, as the King was flepping 
into his coach, to return to Trianon, whence he had 
that day come to Verfailles, Damien, mingling among 
his attendants, flabbed him with a knife on the right fide, 
between the fourth and fifth ribs. His Majefty, applying 
his hand immediately to his fide, cried out, " I am 
*' wounded 1 Seife him; but do not hurt him." Happily, 
the wound was not dangerous} as the knife, taking an 
oblique diredion, mifled the vital parts. As for the 
affiiffln, he made no attempts to efcape; but fuScringhim- 
felf quietly to be (akiy was conveyed to the guard-room, 
where being interrogated if he committed the horrid aftion, 
he boldly anfwcred in the affirmative. A proccfs agalnft 
him was inllantlycommcnced at Verfailles : many perfon?, 
fuppofed accefitrics to the defign upon the King's life, 
were fent to the Baftile ; the aiTallin himfelf was put to 
the torture, and the moft excruciating torments -were ap- 
plied, with intention to extort a confeffion of the rea< 
ions that could induce him to fo execrable an anempt upon 
bis fovereign. Incifions were made into the mufcutar 
parts of his legs, arms, and thighs, into which boiling 
oil was poured. Every refinement on cruelty, that human 
invention could fuggefl, was praAifcd - without eSk& : 
nothing could overcome his obfiinacy; and his&lencc was' 
conftruedinto aprefumptjon, that he muft have had *e- 
complicet 
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complices in the plot. To render his punilhment more • 
pubtict and confpicuous, he was removed to Paris, there , 
to undergo i repetition of all his former tortures, with 
fuch additional ci re um (lances as the mod Teriile and cruel 
difpolitions Could dcviTe for increafing bis mifer^rand 
torment. Being conducted to the Concergerie, an iron 
bed, which likewife ferved for a chair, was prepared for 
him, and to this he was faflened with chains. The 
torture W2s again applied, and a phyfician ordered to 
attend, to fee what degree of pain he could fupport. 
Nothing, however, material was extorted ; for what be 
One moment confefled, be recanted the next. It is not 
within our province, and we confider it as a felicity, to 
relate all the circumftances of this cruel and tragical event. 
Sufficient it is, that, after fufPering the moft exquifite 
torments that human nature could invent, or man fupport, 
his judges thought proper to terminate his mifery by a 
death Oiocking to imagination, and fhameful to humanity. 
On the twenty-eighth day of March he was conduced, 
atnidd. a vail concourle of the populace, to the Greve, 
the common place of execution, ftripped naked, and 
Aliened to the fcaJTold by iron gyves. One of his hands 
was then burnt in liquid flaming fulphur; bis thighs, leg* 
and arms were torn with red hot pincers; boiling oil, 
melted lead, relin, and fulphur, were poured into the 
wounds; tight ligatures tied round his limbs to prepare 
him for difmemberment ; young and vigorous horfes ap- 
plied to the draft, and the unhappy criminal pulled with 
all their force to the utmoll extenfiun of his finews for the 
fpace of an hour, during all which time he preferved hit 
ttalet and conllancy. At length the phyfician and 
furgeon attending declared it would be impoffible toac 
complilhment the difmemberment, unlefs the tendons 
were feparated : upon which orders were given to the 
executioner to cut the linews at the joints of the arms and 
legs. The horfes drew afrelb : a thigh and an arm were 
feparated, and, after feveral pulls, the unfortunate wretch 
■ e:{pired under the extremity of pain. Hii body and limbs 

I 2 vcn 
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^ BOOK i/ten reduced toalhes under the fcaffold; his.father, wife, 

^ ■ ' , J daughter, and family b^niflied the kingdom for ever ; the 

1757* nameofDamien effaced and oblitefated, and the innocent 

invojved in the puniniment of the guilty. Thus ende^ 

the procedure againft Damienand his family, in a manner 

jiot.vcry favourable to the avowed clemency of Louis, or 

the acknowledged humanity of the French nation. It 

appeared from undoubted evidence, that the attempt on 

the King's life was the refult of infanity, and a difturbed 

imagination. Several inflances of adifordered mind had 

before been obfcrved in hJs condufl, and the deteftatioit 

|uft!y due to the enormity of his crime ought now to hav^ 

been abforbed in the con fi deration of his misfortune, the 

greateft that can befal hiimaix nature. 

§ XXVI. Another remarkable event in France, in the 
beginning of this year, was the change in the miniflry ot 
that nation, by the removal of M. de Machajilt, keeper 
of the fcals, from the poft of fecretary of fiatc for the, 
marine; and of M. d'Argenfon from that of fecretary at 
war.. -Their difmiffion was, fudden and unexpeiSed ; nor. 
was any particular reifoli affigned for this very unexpe^ed . 
alteration. The French King, to (how the Queen of 
Hungary how judiciouSy Ihc had z&ed in forming an 
alliance with the Honfe.of Bourbon, taifed . two great 
armies; the firft of which, ccmpofcd of near eighty thou-: 
f^id men, the flower of the French troops, with aJarge- 
train of artillery, was commanded by M. d'Etrees, a gene- 
ral of great reputation; under whom ferved M. de Con- 
taJcs, M- Chevcrt, and. the Count de St, Germain, all 
officers of high charafl.er. This formidable army paJled 
the Rhine early in the fpring, and marched by Weftphah'a,- 
ill order to invade the King of Pruffia's dominions, in 
quality of allies to the Emprcfs-Qucen, and guardians - 
of the liberties of the Empire. But their real view was to . 
invade Hanover, a fcheme which they knew would make a 
^ powerful diverfion of the Britilh force from the profe- 

cution of the war in other parts of the world, where the . 
flrength of France CQuId not be fully exerted, and where 

their . 
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their mod valuable intcrefts were at ftake. They flattered CHAP, 
themfelves, moreover, that the fame blow by which they - ^ '-^ 
hoped to crufh the King of Pfullia might tikewife force tj^, 
his firitannick Majedy into fome concellions with regard 
to America. The other army of the French, commanded 
by the Prince de Soubife, was defined to ftrengthen the 
Imperial army of execution, confifting of twenty-five 
thoufand men, belides fix thoufand Bavarians, and four 
thoufand Wirtcmbergers. But before thefe troops, under 
Soubife, palled the Rhine, they made themfelves maflen 
of feveral places belonging to the King of Pruflia upon the 
borders of the Low Countries*; whilft a detachment 
from d'Etrees's army feifcd upon the town of Embden, 
and whatever elfe belonged to the fame monarch in Eaft- 
Erlefland. 

§ XXVII. At the clofc of the laftcampaign, the King 
of PruIHa, having gained a petty advantage over the Im- 
perialifts under the command of Marefchal Brown, and 
incorporated iiitohis own troops a great part of the Saxon 
army taken prifoners at Piriia, as wai obferved before, 
retired into winter-quarters until the feafon Ibould permit 
him to improve thefe advantages. His Majefty and Maref- 
chal Keith wintered in Saxony, having their cantonments 
. between Pirna and the frontier along the Elbe; and 
Marefchal Schwerin, returning into Silefia, took up his 
quarters in the country of GUtz. In the mean time, the 
Em prefs- Queen, finding the force which the had fent out 
againft the King of Pruffia was not fufficient to prevent 
his defigns, made the neceffary requifuions to her allies 
for the auxiliaries they had engaged tofurnifti. In confe- 
quence'tif thefe requifitions, the Czarina, true to her 
engagements, defpacched above an hundred thoufand of 
her troops, who began their march in the month of No- 
vember, and proceeded to the borders of Lithuania, with 
defign particularly to invade Ducal Pruffia, whililaflrong ' 
I 3 fleet 

■The K— of P 1 hid withdrawn hi) ginifon riom Clei«, not 

without fufpieion of fifing purpoftly left this iodr open to ilie tntroy, that 
^eir irraption into G— ™-y mifiht halten the lelaljtions ol the B h . 

m y. 
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* nr° * ^'^* ""* equipped in the Baltick, to aid the opcratioM 
^ ' J of this numerous army. The Auftrian army aJTemblciJ 
M?S7. ia Bohemia amounted to upwards of four-fcore thoufand 
tnen, commanded by Prince Charles of Lorraine and 
Marefchal Brown. The Swedes had not yet openly de- 
clared themfelves ; but it was well known, that though 
their king was allied in blood and inclination to his 
FrulCaD Majcfty, yet the jealoufy which the fenate of 
Sweden entertained of their fovcrcign, and the hope of 
recovering their ancient poQeiSonsinPomeranta, by meant 
of the prefent troubles, together with their old attachmenc 
to France, newly cemented by intrigue a^d fubfidies, 
would certainly induce them to join in the general confede- 
racy. The Duke of Mecklenbourg took the fame party, 
and agreed to join the SwcdiOi army, when it Ihould b^ 
aflembled, with Jix thou&nd men. Befides all thefe pre- 
parations againA the King of Pruffia, he was^ in his quality 
ofEledlorofBrandenbonrg, putundertheban ofthcEmpir^ 
by the auliclc council; declared deprived of all his rightSf 
privileges, and prerogatives i hisiiefswereercheatediniothe 
exchequer of the Empire; and all the circles accordingly 
ordered to furnifh their refpefiive contingencies for putting 
thisfentence in execution. 

§ XXVIII. In this dangerous fituation, thus menaced 
on all fides, and fecmingly on the very brink of inevitable 
deflrudion, the Prufiian monarch ow«d his prefervation to 
his own courage and aAivity. The Ruffians, knowing^ 
that the country they were to pafs tl^rough in their way 
to Lithuania would not be able to fubfift their prodigious 
numbers, had taken care to furniO) themfelves with provi- 
fions for their march, depending upon the refources Aey 
■ expefled to find in Lithuania after their arrival in that 
country, Thefe provifions were e«haufted by the time 
they reached the borders of that province, where they 
' found themfelves fi;ddenly and unexpectedly dcllitute o{ 
iubfillence, either to return back or to proceed forward. 
The King of Pruffia had, with great prudence and fore- 
fight, fecured plenty to himfelf, and diftrefs and famine 
^ ■- ■ — . - , ,. .^ ,. -. ^ 
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to hit flnemiea, by buying up all the corn and forage of CHAP, 
the country which thefe I^ were entering. Notwith- . ^"_' , 
fianding thefe precautions, hii Pruffiao Majefiy, to ijj;. 
guard a> much as could be againft every poffible event, 
fent a great number of gunners and matroOes from Pome- 
rania to Memel, with three regiments of bis troops^ to 
re-enforce the garrifon of that place. He viiited all the 
pofti which his troops poOefled in Silefia, and gave the 
necelTary orders for their fecurity, He repaired to Neifs, 
where he fettled with Marefchal Schwerin the general plaa 
of the operations of the approaching campaign. Ther« 
it was agreed, that the marefcbal's army jn Silefia, which 
confilled of fifty thoufand men, fbould have in conflaot 
view the motions of the royal army, by which its own 
were to be regulated, that they might both afi in concert, 
as circumftances fhould require. At the fame time, other 
armies were aflembled by the King of PrulEa in Lufatia 
and Voigtland -, twenty thoufand men were collefied at 
Zwickaw, on the frontiers of Bohemia, towards Egra, 
under the command of Prince Maurice of Anhalt-Defiau j 
and ftxty thoufand chofen unops began their march towards 
Great Zeidlitz, where their head-quarters were fettled. 
In the mean while, the AuArian troops began to form on 
the frontiers of Saxony, where fome of their detachments 
appeared, to watch the motions of the Pruffiant, who Aill 
continued to purfue their operations with great a£Uvity 
and refolution. All poffible care was taken by the Pruf- 
fians at Drefdento fecurc a retreat, in cafe of adefeat. At 
only one regiment of Pru&ians could be fpared to remain 
there in garrifon, the burghers were difarmed, their arms 
dcpofited in the arfenal, and a detachment was pofted at 
Konigftein, to oblige that fortrofs to obferve a ftrift neu- 
trality. All correfpondencc with the enemy was ftridly 
prohibited ; and it having been difcovercd that the Coun- 
tefs of Ogilvie, one of the Queen's maids of honour, had 
difobeyed his Majefty's commands, flie was arrefled ; but, 
on the Queen's interceffion, afterwards releafed. The 
Countpfs of Bruhl, lady of the Saxon prime miniftcr, 
1 4 vai 
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Oarallb arrcfted 1^- hiBPr'uffiaii Mbjcfly's order): ani^ ort 
I, her making -Hght of her confimtncnti, and reMviitgifi 
fee cottlpaiiy, toe was' ordered to <j»it the court, ;a)nd' re- 
tire from SjQffny. - M. HcnWiii,^ the French- flriiMlttt^ 
was told chut his prefeiice ufae uniiettffltry at'Drftftltft^ 
•Ad on his ricpfytttgi^ that hn mdll4r-h£dcoMmand«d hint 
to. ftay, he was agaiA dsfired to'dajiarC; on winch' M 
thbiight propef to ofcey. The Coifnt de Waelrfrbath^ 
minifter of the cabinet, aurf gPanJ mafttr of thehoufehold 
K> (he Prirtce Royal of Poland, Was aiTifted, and ton- 
dU'filed to CuftriVt, by the exprefs cbmmand of his Ma-* 
j^fty. ThfrKiMg oFPrilffin, halving thrown two bridges 
em- the Elbe early in tft^ ^"pring, ordered thb fc«rat 
, tflflrias of th6e!eaorate of Saxony to fupply him wt«i a 
great number of_Waggons, each drawn by four horfes. 
Thecircles.ofMifniaandLeipficlt Were enjoined tofurnife 
four hdndfed iach, and the other circles in proportion. 

§ XXIX. While the King of Prylfra was tafcirfg theft 
meafures in Saxony, two (kitmifhes happened on ths 
frontiers of Bohemia^ between his troops and the Auftri^i 
ahs. On thatwentieth of February, abody of fix thou- 
fjrnd Auftrians furroifnded the little town of Hirfchfeld id 
Upper Lufatia, garrifoned by a batl&lion of Pruffian Toot, 
The htlt attack was fliade at fotfr in the morning, on two 
redoubts without the gates, each of which was defended 
by two field pieces : and though the Auftrianswere fever*! 
times repulfedy they at hft made theo'ifelves mafters of 
«/ve -of the ,r*rdoubti, and carried off the two pieces at 
<annon. lit their retreat they were purfucd by th* 
Pruffians, wterfeH upon (heir rear, kitled fomc, and took 
inaitiy prifoners : this affeir coft' the Auftrians at leaft fivfl 
l»undred men. About a fortnight after, the Prince of 
Severn inarched Out 6f Ziltau, with abody of near nintf 
(houfand men, in order to dcftroy the remaining ftrong 
liolils poflefled by the Auftrians on the frontiers. In thiS 
expedition he toolc the Auftrian magazine at Friedtand in 
Ijohemia, confining of ninethoufand &ck;5 of meal, and 
great ttorp of aaunwnitiol)} and>. after making himfelf 
mafler 
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Inaftn- of Rstdwnberg, he remmeij to Zittau. The Van chap. 
of his ttoOps, ctmfifting of a hundred and fifty huflars Of ,_ ^ ' _, 
rite regiftient of Puiksmmer, met with a body of fix hun- 1757. . 
idrcd GrMts, fuAained by two hundreil Auftrian dragoons 
tof Batbi^na, at their entering Bohemia ; and im mediately 
Tell upoh them fword iit hand, killed about fifty, took 
thirty ttorfes; and made ten dragotnts prifoners. The 
PrulSans, it is feid, did liot lofe a fingle man on this oci 
cafion; and two foldiers onfy were (lightly wounded, thft 
Auftrians having made but a flight refiftance. 

§ XXX. Whatever the conduit of the court of Vienna 
toight have been to the allies of Great-Uritain, ftill, how- ' 
rvcr, proper regard was (hown to the fubjeits of this 
trown: for an' cdi£t vVas publiftied at Florence on the 
thirteenth of February, wherein his Imperial Majefty, as 
Grand Dultc of Tufcany, declared his^intention of ob- 
iferving the moft fcrupulous neutrality in the then fitu- 
ation of aflairs. AH the ports in that du<;hy were accord- 
■ Ingly enjoined to pay a ftrift regard to this declaratibn, in 
all Cafca relating to the French or Englifli (hips in the 
Mediterranean. The good effefls of this injunflionfoon 
iippeare<} ; for two prizes taken by the Englifli having put 
into Pof to Ferraro, the captains of two French privateers 
iaddrefied themfelves to the governor, alledging, that they 
teere captures of a pirate, and requefting that they might 
fee obliged to put to fea: but the governor prudently 
replied, That as they came in under Englifh colours he 
would protefl them ; and forbad the privateers, at their 
peril, to commit any violence. They, however, little 
regarding the governor's orders, prepared for failing, and 
fent their boats to cut out one of the prizes. The captain 
jfiring at their boats, killed one of their men, which alarm- 
ing the fentinels, notice was fent to the governor ; and he, 
in confcquence, ordered the two privateers immediately to 
depart. — The condudl of the Dutch was rather cautious 
than fpirited. Whilft his Pruflian Majeily was employed 
on the fide of Bohemia and Saxony, the French auxili- 
aries began their march to haVrafs his defenfelefs territories 

in 
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' o o K in the neighbourhood of the Low Countri«. A free 

^ „_ .1 . f paSage was demanded of the States-General through . 
i7i7> Namur and Maeftncht, for the provifions, ammunition, 
and artillery belonging to this new army ; and tbou^ 
the Englilb ambafiador remonllrated againA their compli* 
ance, and reprefcnted it aa a breach of (he neutrality their 
High Mightinefles declared they would obfervci yet, after 
Jbtne hefitation, the demand was granted; and their in- 
ability to prevent the pafTagc of the French troops, dould 
it be attnnpted by force, pleaded in excufe of their con- 
dua. 

§ XXXI. Scarce had the French army, commanded by 
the Prince de Soubifc, fet foot in the territories of Juliert 
and Cologn, when they found themfclves in pollcffion of 
the duchy of Clcves and the county of Mark, where all 
things were left open to them, the Pruffiaot, who evacu- 

' ated their pofts, talking their route along the river Lippe, 

in order to join fome regiments from Magdebourg, who 
were fcnt to facilitate their retreat. The diftrefled inhabit 
tants, thus expofed to the calamities of war from an 
unprovoked enemy, were infiantly ordered to furnith 
contributions, forage, and provifions, for the ule of their 
invaders; and, what was ftill moi'e terrifying to them, 
the partisan Fifcher, whofe cruelties, the laft war, they 
flill remembered with horroiir, was again let loofe upon 
tbem by the inhumanity of the Emprcfs- Queen. WeTel 
was immediately occupied by the French : Emmcrlck and 
Mafeyk foon fhared the fame late : and the city of Guel- 
dres wasbefieged, the Prullians feeming refolvcd to defend 
this laft place; to which end they opened the -fluices, 
and laid the country round under water. Thofe who re- 
treated, filing of to the north-well ofPaderborn, entered 
the county of Ritberg, the property of Count KaunitxRit-r 
t>C''g> g>'cat chancellor to the £mprefs-(^een. After taking 
his caftie, in which ihey found thirty pieces of cannoi(, they 
raifed contributions in cbe diftriA, to the anlattnt of foirty 
tbouf^nd crowns. As the Pruffians retired, the French took 
ppirellionqf the country they quitted ip the pame qf th? . 
Emprefs- 



u^^it 



G £ O R G E 11. 11] 

Emprefs- Queen, whofe cODimilTary attended them for that CHAp. 
purpofe. The gcneral.rendezvous of thcfe treopi, under ' - . 

Prince Soubife, w>is appointed at Neufs, in the deflorate ■7{7. 
of Cologn, where a Urge body of French was aflembled by 
the firll of April. The Auftrians, in their turn, were 
not idle. Marfhal Brown vifited the fortifications of 
Brinn and Koninlgralz j reviewed the anny of the late 
Prince Picolomini, now under the command of General 
Serbelloni } and put bis own army in march for Ko/lJics 
on the £lbc, where he propofed to ellablifli iiis head- 
ijuarters. 

§ XXXII. During the recefs of the armies, while the 
rigours of winter forced them to fufpend their hoflile ope- 
rations, and the greateft preparations were making to open 
the campaign with all poffible vigour. Count Beftucheff'^ 
great chancellor of RulBa, wrote a circular letter to the 
primate, fenators, and minifters of the republick of Po. . 
land, fetting forth, *' That the Emprefs of Ruffia waa 
extremely afie£ted with the King of Poland's diftrefs, 
which Ihe thought could not but excite the compiilCon of 
all other powers, but more cfpecially of his allies : That 
the fatal confequences which ipight refult from the rsfli 
ftep taken by the King of Pruffid, not only with refpcfl to 
thp tranquillity of Europe in general, but of each power 
in particular, and more efpecially of the neighbouring 
countries, were lb evident, that the intcreft and fafety of 
the feveral princes rendered it abfolutety necej&ry they 
(hpuld make it a common caufe : not only to obtain proper 
fatisfa(Eiion for thofe courts whofe dominions had been fo 
unjuflly attacked, but likewife to prefcribe fuch bounds 
to the King of Pruffia as might fecure them from any 
future apprehenfions from fo enterprlfing and reftlefs a 
neighbour: that.with this view, the Emprefs was deter- 
mined to aflill the ICing of Poland with a confide rablc body 
of troops, which were aflually upon their march*, under 
the command of General Apraxin; and that, as there 

would 
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boOft vcould be an abfolute neceffity for their marching through 

\ ! 1 part of the territories of Poland, her Imperial Majefly 
1757. hoped therepublick would not fail to facilitate their march 
as much as pofiible." She further recommended to the 
republick, to take fome falutary meafures for fruftrating 
the defigns of the King of Pruflia, and reftoring harmony 
amling thefnfelves, as the moft conducive meafure to thefe 
good purpofes. In this, however, the Poles werfe fo far ' 
from following her advice, that, though fure of being fa- 
crificed in this conteA, which fide foever prevailed, they 
divided into parties with no lefs zeal than if they had 
as much to hope from the prevalence of one lide, as to fear 
from that of the other. Some of the palatines were for 
denying a paflage to the Ruffians, and others were for 
affording them the utmoit alBftance in their power. 
With this caufe of contention others of a more private 
nature fatally concurred, by means of a mifunderftanding 
lietween the Prince Czartorinfki and Count Mnifnec. 
Almoft every inhabitant of Warfaw was involved in the 
quarrel i and the violence of thefe fadlions was fo great, 
that fcarce a night pafTed without bloodflied, many dead 
bodies, chUfly Saxons, being found in the ftreets every 
morning. 

^ XXXIIT. In the mean time, Great-Britain, unfettled 
in her miniftry and councils at home, unfuccefsful in het 
attempts abroad, judging peace, if it could be obtained on 
juft and honourable terms, more eligible than a continental 
war, propofcd fevcral expedients to the Emprefs-Queen for 
reftoring the tranquillity ofGermanyj but her anfwer wasj 
** That, whenever flie perceived that the expedients pro- 
pofcd would indemnify her for the extraordinary expenfes 
Ihe had incurred in her own defenfe, repair the heavy lofles 
fuftained by her ally the King of Poland, and afford a 
proper fecurity for their future fafety, Ihe would be ready 
to give the fame proofs fhehad always given of her defire 
to reftore peace; but it could not be expelled {he fliould 
liflen to expedients, of which the King of Pruflia was to 
reap the whole advantage, after having.begun the war, 

and 
3 
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and wafled the domtn^s q^ (Lprince, ifvho relied f<qrliw CH^p. 
fccurity i^ppij the faith of treayas^ and the appeiva^ux of a . ^ 
harmony bftiffetq them." . ^^^i*j»-, the ■ receip| of thjs an- .^^jj. 
C«rer» thc,ft9it^t .of Landpn-jgi^e feveritl pFflpd^J^iita tl^ 
ijzarina^to ^qtegji^. as- i^5d]^rix hctttfccii.tho vmjfU-qf 
yjcnn? vxl-Berlin. . hut tjiey^^ire rejcijed ,^itl|.D|>«i^g.of 
difpI?afuce,,a^id«fcntiMiit.>,'Wvi?FO>Sir,CiiaT 
Wt]li3[its,,.;^e ipficiih aji^fi^^{;^.CQntinue^;ff- urge bi< 
foljicitaiiana vejji ftronglj, ^jj^^iei^fp with %i}e_,^yil|,pfj 
menjicef, ^Mi^i^fwcr w)« deliv^^ tph)a>' bg ar4f{ 9f thfl 
Em^rers, fpitraDrting, " ■^'^.hfr^-Imperi^ M»3^ **< 
adonilhed at hfs demand, , i^ftef ^e )i^ already be)yi n^dc 
acquainted with the inearuresihe:t\^-taken tp (^eS-a.re- 
conciliabon between the caurts„jf Vicnn^ andlleiiia. 
He mig^bteafily conceive, as matters were then fttuated, 
that the earneftnel^ with which be now urged the fame 
propofition mu& n^ceflarily furprife her Imp^ial Mi^elty, 
as ic Ihowed but lictJe regard to her former declaration. 
The Emprefs, therefore, commanded his excellency to be 
told, that as her intentions contained in her RrH sjiCwer 
remained abtblutely Invariable, do ulterior propolitiens for 
a mediation would be liftened to ; and that as for the me- 
naces made ufe of by bis excellency, and particularly 
that the King of Prullia himfclf would foon attack the 
Ruffian army, fsch threats ferved only to weaken the.am- 
tafTadot's propofals ; to confirm -ftiU more, were it polfihlCf 
the Emprefs in her refolutiQns; to juilify them to the 
whole world, and to render the. King of Pru^ia mort 
bjameable," 

§ XXXIV. The feafon now drawing on in whicb 
the troops of the contending powers would beabje totake 
the lieid, and, the alarming. progrefs oFthe, RulBans being 
happily ftc^ped, his PrulEan Majefly, whofe maKim ic ha^ 
always been to keep the feat of war as.far as potable from 
his own dominions, refolved to carry it intoBohtmia, and 
there to atj^acic the Auftrians on all fides. To this end 
he ordered his armies in Saxony, Mifnia, Lufatia, and 
Silefia fo enter Bohemia i;i four diil^ereat and <^pofite 
places. 
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B O o K placest nearly at the fame time. The firft of there he com- 

^ 1 ' , _f niandcd in perfon, affiled by Marefchal Keith i thefccond 
>757* was led by Prince Maurice of Anhalt-Deflau, the third by 
Prince Ferdinand of Brunf^ick- Bcvern, and the faunh by 
Marefchal Schwerin. In eonfequence of this plan, 
Marefchal' Schwerin't army entered Bohemia on the 
eighteenth of April, in five columns, at as many differene 
places. ThedeHgn wis fo well concerted, that the Au- 
firians had not the l^aft fufpicion of their approach till 
they were paft the frontiers, and then they filled the dan- 
gerous ddile of Gul<i«'Odfe with Plndours, to difpute 
that palTage ; but they were no fooner difcovered than 
two battalions of Pruffian grenadiers attacked them with 
their bayonets fixed, tnd routed them. The Prince of 
Anhault pafled the frontiers from Mifnia, and penetrated 
Dilto Bohemia .on the Iwenty-firft of April without any 
refiftance. The Prince of Bevcrn, on the twentieth of 
the fame month, having marched at the head of a body of 
the army, which was in Lufatia, from the quarter) of 
cantonment near Zittau, pofTefTed himfelf immediately of 
the firft poft on the frontier of Bohemia, at Krottau and 
Grafenftein, without the lofs of a finale man ; drove away 
tile enemy the fame day from Kratzen, and proceeded to 
Machendorf, near Reichenberg. - The fame morning 
Puttammer's hulTars, who formed part of a corps, com- 
manded by a colonel and major, routed fome hundreds of 
' the ennny's cuiraffiers, pofted before Cjhlin, under the 
condu3 of Prince Lichtenftein, toolc three officers and 
upwards of fixty horfe prifonert, and fo difperfed the reft, 
that they were fcarcely able to rally near Kratzen, Night 
coming on obliged the troops to remain in the open air till 
the next morning, when, at break of day, the Pruffians 
marched in two columns by Habendorf, towards the ene- 
my's army, amounting to twenty- eight thoufand men, 
' commanded by Count Konigfeg, and pofted near Reichen- 
berg. As loon as the tr<>ops were formed they advanced 
towards the enemy's cavalry, drawn up in three lines of 
about thirty fquadrons. The two wingi were fuflaiaed by 

the 
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tike infantry, which was pofled among felled trees and en- ^^'' 
trenchmenls. The Pruffians immediately cannonaded the y ,' i J 
enemy's cavalry, who received it with refolution, having i7S7* 
on their right hafid a village, and on tbcir left a wood, 
where they had entrenched themfclvca. But the Prince 
of Bevern having caufed fifteen fquadrons of dragoons of 
the fecond line to advance, and the wood on his right to 
be attacked at the fame time by the battalions of grcnadiera 
of Kahldea and of Moellcndorf, and by the regiment of 
the Prince of Pruffia, his dragoons, who, by clearing the 
ground, and poOelGng the entrenchments, had^heir fianks 
covered, entirely routed the enemy's cavalry. ' Hn the mean 
time Colonel Putkammer and M^or Schenfeld, with their 
huffars, though flanked by the enemy's artillery, gave the 
Auftrian horfe-grcnadiers a very warm reception, whilfl: 
General Leftewitz, with the left wing of the Pru^ans, 
attacked the redoubts that covered Reichcnberg. Though 
there were many defiles and rifing grounds to pafs, alloc' 
cupied by the Auflrians, yet the regiment of DarmftadC 
forced the redoubt, and put to flight and purfned the 
enemy, after fomc difcharge of their anillery and fmall 
arms, from one eminence to another, for thedillance of a 
mile, when they left off the purfuit. The adtion began at 
half an hour after fix, and continued till eleven. About 
one thoufand of the Auftrians were killed and wounded, 
among the former were General Porporati and Count 
Hohcnfelds, and among the latter Prince Lichtenll;ein and 
Count Manafcld, Twentyof their officers, and four hun- 
dred foldiers, were taken prifoners, and they alfo loft three 
ftandards. On the fide of the Pruffians feven fubalterjis 
and abont an hundred men were killed, and fixteen officers 
and an hundred and fifty men wounded. Afterthis battle 
Marerchal Schwerin joined the Prince of Bevern, made 
himfelf mailer of the grcateft part of die circle of Buntzlau, 
and took a confiderable magazine from the Auftrians, 
whom he diftodged. The Prince of Anhalt-DelTau, with 
his corps, drew near the King of Pruflia's army, then the 
latter advanced as far as Budin, from whence the Au- 
ilrians. 
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fttWfls, who bad an advantageous , camp tji«t, ■ re^ 
tired to Weftwarp^ half \y^y,Jietwe;pa Rwlin a^d Hr^aguei 
and his PruiEan Majefty having pafled the Egra^^ig »ifay.^ 
and that of MarefchaJ Schwerip, were (b Atuated ^s to be 
able to afl jointly. ■;- , 

§ XXXV . TheCe advaatages wer« but the prei|i,4e *>.J^ 
i^uch more decifive vi£lory, which the King himf^f gjjii£^ 
afev/iTays after. Preparing to criter Bohemia^ at,adi- 
ftance from any of the corps comipandeji^ by his^e^eralp, 
hjC made a. qiovement as if he h^d. intended to i^arpb^to- 
yardf £g(i^. The enemy, deceived by ^his Jei.iya ..*nd 
imagining^e yfas going to exeui{t£ iaiffie def^gn^ 4>^Q<^ 
from theobjcAof his olher armies, de^ched,ji;tiqdy of 
twenty thou&nd men to obferve: .his; motions } -then he 
made a ^udfjen ^nd maiterjy rqovemeut to tite left, hy 
which hecutplFall communic^ion between thai^j^etacb- 
ment and the. main army of the Aufipans, which, hayisg 
been re-enforeed by the army of Moravia, by the remains 
of the corps ia,tely defeated by the Duke of Bevern^ and ' 
by feveral regiments of the gajrrjfon of Prague, amounted 
to near a hufdred thoufand men. They were firoagly 
entrenched on jt^e. banks of the MoldjsW, to the north of 
Prague, in a camp fo fortified by every advantage of na- 
ture, and every cpntnvance of ar^ as to be deemed almoft 
impregnable. The left wing of the ^uflrians, thus 
lituated. was guarded by the mountains of ZIfcka, and 
the right extended as far is Herboholi; Prince, Chajl^ of ' 
Lorraine, and'Marefchal Brown, who commanded them, 

• ff emed determined to' maintain this advantageous poftj 
hut the King of Pruffia overlooted all difficulties. Hiiving 
thrown feveral bridges over ihe^ Moldaw on th? fifth of 
May, he pafled that river in the morning of the fixth, 

. with thirty thoufand men, leaving the reft of the army 
under the command of the Prince of Anhault-Peffau; 
and being immediately joined by the troops under 
Marcfchal Schwerin and the Prince of Bevern, refolved 
to attack the enemy on the fame day. In confequence of 
this refolution, his army filed off on the left by fotfcber- 
. . . niCz; 
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nift ; -and at the fame time Count Brown wlieeled to the 
right, to avoid- being flanked, The'Prufllans continued 
their march to Bichwitz, trimerfing feweral "defiles and 
moraflesj which for a little time feparated the infantry from 
the reft of the army. The foot began the attack too 
precipitately, and were at firll repulfcd, but they foon re- 
covered themfelves. While the King of Pruflia took the 
enemy 'in flank, Marefehal Schwcrin advanced to a 
marfhy ground, which fuddenly flopping his arniyy 
threatened to difconcert the whole plan of operatipn. In 
this emergency, he immediately difrnounted, and taking 
the ftandard of the regiment in his hand, boldly entered' 
the morafs, crying out, " Let all bi-ave Pruflians follow 
*' me," Infptred by the example of this great commander, 
jiow eighty-two years of age, all the troops preffcd for- 
ward, and though he was unfortunately killed by the firft 
fire, their ardour abated not till they had totally defeated 
the enemy. Thus fell Marefehal tichwerin, loaded with 
years and glory, an officer whofe fuperior talents in the 
military art had been difplayed in a long courfe of faith- 
ful fervicc. In^ the mean time, the Pruffian infantry, 
which had been feparated in the march, forming chem- 
felves afreOi, renewed the attack on the enemy's right, and 
entirely broke it, while their cavalry, after three charges, 
obliged that of.tbe Auflrians to retire in great confufion, 
the centre being- at the fame time totally routed. The 
left wing of the PruGians then marched immediately to- 
wards Michely, and being ihepe joined by the -horfe, re- 
newed their attack, while the enemy were retreating 
hallily towards Sal^awar: Meanwhile the troops on the 
right of the Pruflian array attacked the remains of the left > 
wing of the AuQrians, and made tbemfelves mailers of 
three batteries. But the behaviour of theinfantry in the 
Jail attack was fo fucceftful, as to leave little room for this 
part of the cavalry to aSt. Prince Henty of PruJja, and ■ 
the Prince of Bevern, fignalifed themfelves on this occa- 
fion in ftorming two batteries ; Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunfwick took the left wing of the Auftrians in flank. 
Vol. ly. K. while 
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BOOK while the King with his left, and a. body of cavaUy, ft- . 

, ' . cured the paflagc of the Moldaw. In (hort, after a very 
1757. long and obftinate cngagegient, and many fignal examplea 
of valour on both fides, the Auftrians were forced to aban- 
don the field of battle, leaving -behind fixty pieces of can- 
ticMi, all their tents, baggage, military cheft, and, in a 
word, their whole camp. The weight of the battle fell 
upon the right wing of the Audrians, the remains of 
which, to the amount of ten or twelve thoufand mcnj fled 
towards Benefchau, where they afterwards aflembled under 
M. Pretlach, general of horfe. The infantry retired to- 
wards Prague, and threw tbemfelves into that city, with 
their commanders. Prince Charles of Lorraine and Maref- 
chal Brown, but they were much harrafTed in their re- 
treat by a detachment of the Pruflians under Marefchat 
Keith. The Pruffians took, on this occafion, ten fland- 
ards, and upwards of four thoufand prifoners, thirty of 
whom were officers of rank. Their lofs amounted to 
atwut two thoufand five hundred killed, and about three 
thoufand wounded. Among the former were General 
d'AmHel, the Prince of Holflein-Beck, the Colonels 
Goltze and Manftein, and Lieutenant- Colonel Roke. 
Among the latter, the Generals Wenterfield,, De U 
Mothe, Feuque, Hautcharmoy, Blankcnfee, and Plettea- 
bcrg. The cumber of the killed and wounded on the fide 
of the Auftrians was much greater. Among thefe tall was 
Marefchal Brown, who received a wound, which, from 
the chagiin he fuffered, rather than from its own nature, 
proved mortal. The day after the battle. Colonel iUeyer 
was detached with a battalion of Pruffian Pandours, and 
four hundred bufTars, to dellroy a very conliderable and 
valuable magazine of the Auftrians atPilfen, and this fer- 
vice he performed. Healfo completed the defiru£lion of 
feveral others of lefs importance, by the lofs of which, 
h.o.wcver, all poffibility of fiitfiflcnce was cut off from 
any fuccoun the Auflrians might havccxpe^ed from the 
Stnpifc 

§ XXXVI. 
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' § XXXVI. The PruSani., following their bloir, im- <^«aP- 
mediately . in veiled Prague on both fide* of the river, the ,^ ' j 
King commanding on one fide, and Marefcbal ICnth on i7j?. 
the other. In four days the whole city was furroundcd 
with lines and entrenchments, by which all communica^ 
ti on from without was entirely cutoff: Prince Charlei 
of Lorraine and Marcfchal Brown, the two Princes of 
Saxony, the Prince of Modena, the Duke d'Arcmberg, 
Count Lacy, and foveral other perfons of great diAiiuflion 
wcicfhut up within the walls, together with above twenty 
thoufand of the AuArian army, who had taken refuge in 
Prague after their defeat. Every thing continued quiet on 
both fides, fcarce a cannon ^ot being fired by either for 
tome time after thiS blockade was formed ; and in the mean • 
while the Fruffians made themfelves matters of Czifca- 
berg, an eminence which commands the town, whera 
the Auftrianshad a fliongrcdorubt, continuing likewife to, _ 
Are ngth en- their vOrks. Already they had made a fally, 
and taken fome other ineSeduat fteps to recover this poA, 
but a more decifwc llroke was neccflary. Accordingly, a 
defign was formed of attacking the Pruffian army in the 
night with a body of twelve thoufand men, to be fuftained 
by all the grenadiers, voluntiers, Pandours, and Hunga- 
rian infantry. In cafe an impreffion could bc-inade on 
the King's lines, it was intended to open a way, fword 
in hand, through the camp of the befiegers, and to eaCi 
Prague of the multitude of forces locked up ufelefs within 
the walls, ferving only to confume the provifions of thv 
garrifon, and haflen the furrender of the place. Happily 
a deferter gave the Prince of Pruflia intelligence of the 
enemy's defign about eleven o'clock at night. Proper 
meafures were immediately taken for their reception, and 
in iefs than a quarter of an hour the whole army was under 
arms. This defign was conducted with fo much lilence, 
that thoHgh the Pruffians were warned of it they could 
difcover nothing before the enemy had charged their ad-. 
vanced polls. The attack was begun on the fide of the. 
little town> againfl Manfchal Keith's camp, and the left 
K a wing 
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"^n" wing of the Pniffian army encamped on the Moldaff. 

j ' J FroKi henceit is profcable*he Auftrians propofed not only 
17J7. to deftroy the batteries that were raffing, but to attack the 
bridges of communication which the PrulTians threw over 
the Moldaw, at about a quarter of a German mile above 
and below Prague, at Branick and Podbaba. Thegreaieft 
alarm began about two o'cloclt, when the enemy hoped to 
have come ftlently and unexpeftedly upon the miners, 
but they had left work about a quarter of an hour before. 
At the report of the.firft piece which they fired, the piquet 
of the third battalion of Pruffian guards, to the number 
of an hundred men, who marched out of the camp to fu- 
ftain the body which covered the works, was thrown into 
fome confufion, from the darknefs of the night, which 
prevented their diftinguiftiing the Auftrlan troops from 
their own. Lieutenant Jork, detached with two pla- 
toons to reconnoitre the enemy, attempting to difcover 
their difpofition by kindling a tire, Ciptain Kodig, by 
the light of this fire, perceiving the enemy's fituation, 
Immediately formed the-defign of falling upon them in 
flank, and gave orders to his men to fire in platoons, 
which they performed, mutually repeating the fignal given 
by their commander. The enemy fled with the greater 
precipitation, as they were ignorant of the weaknefs of 
the piquet, and as the fhouting of the PrulSan foldiers 
made them miftake it for a numerous body. Many of 
them defertcd, many took flieltcr in Prague, and many 
more were driven into the river and drowned. At the 
fame time this attack began, a regiment of horfe-grenadiers 
fell. upon a redoubt which the Prufliars had thrown up, 
fupported by the Hungarian infantry : they returned 
three times to thealTault, and were as often beat back , by 
the Prullians, whom they found it impoITible to diflodge j 
though Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick's battalion, which 
guarded this poft, fuffered extremely. During this attack 
the enemy kept an inceffant fire with their mufquetry 
upon the whole front of the Prufltans, from the convent of 
St. Margaret to the river. At three in the morning the 
- ' . . Fruffiana 

r,,j,i,r^,-i-,.C00'^ie 
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Pruffians quitted their camp to engage the enemy. The chap. 
battalion of Pannewitz attacked a building called the Hed- ^ ' j 
houTe, fiiuatcd at the tjottom of a declivity before Wei- 17)7. 
laftowitz. The Pandotirs, who had taken pofleffion of 
this houfe, fired upon them inceflkntly from all the doors 
and windows until they were diflodged; and the Pruffian 
battalions were obliged to fullaia the fire both of cannoa 
and mufquetry for above two.hourS} when the enemy 
retired to the city, except the Pandours, who again tot^ 
poQellion of the Red-houfe, which the Pru^aiis were 
forced to abandon, becaufe the artillery of Prague kept a 
continual &re upon it from the moment it was known to 
be in their hands. The Auftrians left behind them many 
dead and wounded, befides deferters, and the PrufEanq, 
notwith (landing the lofs offeveral officers and private men, 
made fome prifoncrs. Prince Ferdinand, the King of 
Prullia's youngcfl; brother, had a horfe killed under him, 
and was flightly wounded in the face. 

§XXXVI1. The Pruflian works being completed, 
and heavy artillery arrived, four batteries, eredcd on the 
banks of the Moldaw, began to play with great fury. 
Near three hundred botnbs, befides an infinity of ignited 
balls, were thrown into the city in the fpace of twenty- 
four hours. Thefcene was lamentable, houfes, men, and 
horfes wrapped in flames, and reduced to afties. The 
confusion within, together with the want of proper artil- 
lery and ammunition, obliged the Aulirians to ceafefirin^ 
and furniihed his Prulfian Majefty with all the oppor- 
tunity he could wifh of pouring dcllruclii'n upon this un- 
fortunate city. ■ The horrours of war fesmed to have ex- 
tinguiftied the principles of humanity. No regard was 
paid to the diftrefs of the inhabitants, the AuHrians ob- 
ftinately maintained po(ri:l£on, and the PrulSans prafJifed 
every ftratagem, every barbarous refinement that conAi- 
tutes the military art to oblige them to capitulate. After 
the conflagration had I^fled three davs, and confumed a 
prodigious number of buildings, the principal inhabitants, 
burghers, and clergy, perceiving their city on the point of ^ 

■ K 3 being 
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COOK being reduced to a heap of rubbilh, befoughtthc cdtn- 
. ' f mander, in a body, lo hearken £o tetins, but he was deaf 
'757- to the voice of pity* snd, infiead of being moved with their 
fupplicaiionst drove out twelve thoufand peFfuns, the lead 
ufefu) in defending the city. Thefe, by order of his 
Piullian Majefty, were again forced bacfc, which foon pro- 
duced fo great a fcarcily of provifion within the walls, 
that the Auftrians were reiluced to the neceffity of eating 
liorfe-flefh, forty horfes being daily diflributed to the 
troops, and the fame food fold at four-pence a pound to the 
inhabitants. However, as there ftil! remained great abun- 
dance of corn, they were far from being brought to the laft 
extremity. Two vigorous and well-condudcd failles 
Were made, but they proved unfuccefsful. The only ad- 
vantage ri:fulting from them was the perpetual alarm in 
which they kept the Pruflian camp, and the vigilance re- 
quired to guard againd the attacks of a numerous, refoluce, 
and defperate garrifon. 

^XXXVIII. Whatever difficulties might have at- 
tended the conqueft of Prague, certain it is that the affairs 
of the Em preft -Queen were in the mofl critical and def- 
perate fituation. Her grand army difperfed in parties, and 
flying for fubJiftence in fmall corps ; their princes and 
Commanders cooped up in Prague ; that capital in immi- 
nent danger of being ^ken, the flouriOiing kingdom of 
Bohemia ready to fall into the hands of the conqueror, a 
' COnliderable army on the point of furrendering prifoners-of 
warj^all the Queen's hereditary dominions open and ex- 
pofed, the whole fertile traS of country from Egr'a to the 
Moldaw in aflual pofleffion of the PrulEans, the diftance 
to the archduchy of Auflria not very confiderable, and- 
ftcored only by the Danube; Vienna under the utmoft 
apprehenfions of a fiege, and the Imperial family ready 
to take refuge in Hungary ; the Pruflian forces deemed 
invincible, and the fanguine friends of that monarch al- 
rti:dyftiaring with him, in imagination, the fpoils of the 
ancient and illuftrious houfe of Auflria, Such was the 
. tifpeQof alfairs, and fuch the difiiculiies to be combated, 

whcnf 
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when Leopold, Coant Daun,- vas, appointed to the con)- chap. 
mind of the Aaflmn forces, to fteoi the torrent of dtf- ^^ 

grace, and turn the fortune of the war. This general, 1757, 
tutored by long experience under the befl officers of Eu- 
rope, and the particular favourite of the great Kevenhuller, 

' was now, for the firfi time, ratfed to a& in chief, at the ' 
bead of an army, on which depended the fate of Anftria 
and the empire. Born of a noble family, he relied foJely 
upon his own merit, without folliciting court favoar % Ik 
afpired after -the bigh^ preferment, and fucceedcd by mere 
dint of fuperior worth. His prc^refs from the (Ution of a 
fubaltcrn was flow and filent : hii promotion to the chief 
command was received with univerfai efleem and applaufe. 
-Cautious, ftcady, penettatiog, and fagacious, he was op- 
pofcd as another Fiabi'us totbc modern Hannibal, fo check 
the fire and vigour of that monsrch by prudent forefigbt 
and Wary circuml^Aion. Arriving at Boemifchbrod, 
within a few miles of Prague, the day after the late defeat, 
he baited to collet^ the fugitive corps and broken remains 
of the AuCrian army, and foon drew together a forte fo 
conliderable as to attra^ the notice of his Prufiian Ma- 
jefty, who detached the Prince of ftwem, with twenty 
battalions and thirty fquadrons, to attack him before nvm- 
bers Diould render- him formidable. Daun was too pru- 
dent to give battle with difpii'ited troops to an army fluffaed 
with viftory. He retired on the firft advice that the 
Prufllans were advancing, and took poft at ICcdin, where 
he entrenched himfelf ftrongly, opened the way for the 
daily fupply of recruits fent to his army, and infpired the 
gsrrifon Of Prague with frcfti courage, in cxpeflaticn 6f 

,being foon relieved. Here he kept clofe within his camp, 
divided the Pruffian force, by obliging the King to em- 
ploy near half his army in watching his defigns, weakened 
bjs efforts agalnft Prague, harrSfled the enemy by cutting 
off" their convoys, and reftored, by degrees, the lansuifliing 
and alinofl defpondingfpirils of his troops. Pcrfeflly ac- 
quainted with the ardour and difcipline of the Prulflan 
forces, with the .enterprifing a;id impetuous difpofition of 
K, 4 that 
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BOOK (hat monarch, and feofible that hiftfitiiatipp woald prbfC 

^ ' J irkfome and embarrafling to the cDemyv'bc Jroprovca-it to 

i7i7- the beft advantage, Teemed to fbreleeall the conletjgenccs, 

and direfled every mcafure to product them. Thus he 

retarded the enemy's operations, and ^ffiduoiifly avoided 

precipitating nn aiSion until the PruflJAn vigour Ihould 

'be exhaulled, their Dxerrgth .impaired h^ loU'ei andrdefcr- 
tton, thefirflfireandaid6urof.theirgetiius.extingui£)e.dby 

: Continual fatigue and incelTant alarms, and until tlie im- 
preflipn made ori his own men, by the late defeat, Ibould, 

■ infome degreej-baeffaced. The event juftified Daua'g 

■cobdua. . His, army, grewT .eveiyd^yjnore numerous, 
while his Pruffiaa .M*3efty:bpgati:tp.e»|irefs the ucnwO: 
impatience at the length^of thtjfiege. When that mo- 
narch firft inveftsd Fragoe, it'jwas oa^thp {ir^fumptioo that 

■the- r>umerous ■ forces within ihe walls would, by. cfln- 
fuming all the pravifion, oblige it to furrendcr in- a few 
days, but perceiving that the Auftrians fead ftill a confi- 
decable qaantiiy of corn, that Cotfnt^-Dw's army was 
daily increafing, and would foon be pow/erful enough nqt 
Oflly to cope with the detachment under the i'rince of 
B.ever/i, but in a cc«(dition to raife the ifiege, be detertnined 
(Ogive the Count battle ,wjth one paft of his army, while 
he kept Prague blockoJ up with ,the, other. The Au- 
flrjans, amounting now tofixty thoufajidmen, were deeply 

. ^trenched, and defended b,y a numerous train of artillery, 
placed on redoubts and batteries eredted on the moft ad- 
vantageous polls. Every acceiEble part of the camp was 
fortified with lines and heavy pieces of battering cannon, 
and the foot of the hills fecured by difficult defiles. Yet, 
flrong as this fituation might appear, formidable as the 
Auftrian forces certainly were, his Pruffian Majefty under- 
took to diflodge them with a body of horfe and foot not 
exceeding thirty-two thoufand men. 

§ XXXIX. On the thirteenth day, of June, the 

^Cing of Pruffia quitted the camp before Prague, 

ffcorted by a few battalions and fquadrons, with 

which he joined the Princ? of Bevern at Milkowitj. 

''"",'''' M^iefchal 
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Marei«ha1 Keith, it Ufaid, ftrenDouDy opposed this mn-' Chap. 
fufc, and advlfed either raifing the fiege entirely, and at- j 

tacking the Auftrians with the united forces of Pruffia, or 1757. 
poftponing the attack on the camp at Kotin. Mntil his Mar 
jefly fljould either gain pofleffion of the city, or fame at- 
tempts Ihould be made to oblige him to quit his pofts. 
From either mcaftire an advantage would have reAiited. 
With his. whole army he'might probably have defeated 
Coutit Daun, or at lead have obliged him to retreat. Had 
he-continued within his lines at Prague, the AufVriaa 
general could not have conHritined him to raifp the fiege 
without loGng his own advantageous fituation, and giving 
battle upon terms neaily equal. But the King, elated 
with fuccds, iinpetuous in hi^, valour, and confident of 
the fuperiority of his own troops in point of difciplin?, 
thought all [ei'iAance muft fink under the weight of hit 
vi^orious arm, and yield 10 that courage which had al- 
ready furmounted fuch difficulties, difregarded the maref- 
> chal's fage counfel, and marched up to the attack ua- 
d^unted, and even aiTured of fuccefs. By the eighteenth 
the two armies were in fight, and his Majefty found that 
Count Daun had not only fortified his camp with all the 
heavy cannon of Olmutz, but was ftrongly re-enforced 
with troops from Moravia and Auflria, which had joined 
him after the King's departure from Prague. He found 
the Auftrians drawn up in three lines upon the high 
grounds between Genlitz and St. John the Baptifl'. 
DjlHcultasit was to approach their fituation, thePiulfian 
jnfaqtry marched up with firmncfs, while flioi was poured 
like hail from the enemy's batteries, and began the attack 
about three in the afternoon. They drove the Auftrians 
wiihirtefiftible intrepidity from two eminences fecured with 
heavy cannon, and two villages defended by feveral hat- 
talions,; but, in attacking the third eminence, were 
flanked by the Auftrian cavalry, by grape-fliot poujed from 
the batteries J and, after a violent conflict, and prodigious 
lofs of men, thrown into diforder. Animated with the 
{Cinq's prcfence, they rallied, and returned with double 
itrdour 
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feOOK irdour to the chirge, bat were a fecond tine repallej.' 
■^. ' , , 8even times fucceffivelj did Prince Ferdinand renew the 
IJ5J. attack, performing eyery duty trf a great general and 
valiant foldier, though always with the fame fortune. The 
inferiority of the Pruffian infantry, the difadvantagcs of 
ground, where the cavalry could not ad, the advantageous 
(ituatron of the enemy, their numerous artillery, their 
Entrenchments, numbers, and oU^inacy, joined to the 
ftill and condudl of their general, all confpired to defeat 
the hopes of the Pruflians, to furmount their valour, and 
bblige them to retreat. The King then made alaftand 
furious effort, at the head of the cavalry, on the enemy's left 
wing, but with as little fucccfs as all the former attaclca. 
Kvery effort was made, and evfery attempt was produQitre 
only of greater lofles and misfortunes. At laft, after ex- 
pofing his perfon in the moR perilous fituations, hit 
Pruffian MijeRy drew off his forces from the field of bat- 
tle, retiring in fuch good order, in fight of the enemy, as 
prevented a purfuit, or the lofs of his artillery and bag- 
gage. Almofl all the officers on either fide diflinguifbed 
themfelves ; and Count Duin, whofe condud emulated 
that of his Pruffian Majcfty, received two flight wounds* 
and had a horfe killed iinder him. The loiTes of both armies 
Were very confiderable : on that of the Pruffians, the killed 
and wounded amounted to eight thoufand ; lefs pernicious, 
however, to his Majeft/s caufe than the frequent defer- 
tions, and other innumerable ill confequences that enfued. 
§ XL. When the Pruffian army arrived at Nimburg, 
bis Majefly, leaving the command with the Prince of 
Bevern, toolt horfe, and, efconed by twelve or fourteen 
"hufTars, fet out for Prague, where he arrived next raorn- 
rng without halting, after having been thewholepreceding 
day on horfeback. Immediately he gave orders for fend- 
ing off all his artillery, ammunition, and baggage ; thefe 
Were executed with fo much expedition, that the tents 
were flruck, and the army on their march, before the 
garrifon-were informed of the King's defeat. Thus ter- 
minated the battle of Kotin and fiege of Prague, in which 

th« 
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the acknowledged errours of his PrulEan Majeftjr were to CHAP. 
fome meafure atoned by the candour with which he owned , 
his miftake, both in a letter to the Earl Marcfchal^, arid ij^j. 
in converfation with feveral of his general officers. Moft 
people, indeed, imagined the King highly blameable for 
checking the ardour of his troops, to ftop and lay liege tQ 
Prague. They thought he ihouid have purfued his con- 
quells, over-run AuRria, Moravia, and all the hereditary 
dominions, from which alone the Emprefs-Queen could 
drawfpeedy fuccours. A body of twenty or thirty thou- 
fand men would have blocked up Prague, while the remain- 
der of the Piuflian forces might have obliged the Imperial 
family to retire from Vienna, and effedually prevented 
Count Daun from aflembling another army. It wai 
univerfally expected he would have bent his march ftraighc 
to this capita], but he dreaded leaving the numerous army 
in Prague behind, and it was of great importance to com- 
plete the conqueft of Bohemia. The Prince of PruiEa 
inarched all night with his corps to Nimburg, where he 
joined the Prince of Bevern, and Marefchal Keith re- 
treated 

■ " Ttie frnperUI grenadien, fiyi he, are in idmirable corpi : one buD< 

dred compinlcs defended a riling ground, which my belt i nrin cry could oot 
ciiTj, Fetdinind, who commanded Ehem, returned feven timei to tlu 
cliirge i but to no purpofe. At fitft be maftered a batter;, but coutd not 
hold it. The enemy hid the advantage of anumerouiand well-f-jred at- 
tillery. It did hanaur to Licit tenltein, who had thedlrcAioa Only the 
PriiOiin irmy can difpute it triih him. My LnFantry wen loo fetv. AU 
mycavalty wtre pieftnt, »iid idle fpeflatora, Mccpting a bold pufli by my 
houfehold troops, and Tome dragoons. Ferdinand attacked wlhoul powdery 
the Enemy, in return, were not fpsilng of theli's. They had ;he advantage of 

myitsimenW wererepulfed by their mufqiietry Henry petlormed wonden. 
1 tremble for my worthy brolheis : they are Coo brive. Fortune turned her , 
biclt on me this day. I aught to have expeitrd it i (he ii a female, and fim 
no gallant. In fi&, I ought to hate had more infantry. — Suc:efit my deac 
lord, often occafions a defltuaive confidence. Twenty-four bailaiioni were 
no: fuSicient to diflodge fiity thoufand men from an advantigeouj port. Ano. 
ther lime we will do belter. —What fay you of this league, which hai only 
the Marquis of Brandeoboui^ for iti objtEt > The great Eledor would be 
futprifed to fee his grandfon at war with (he Rufllans, the Aufliians, alnoll *" 

til Germany, anJ in hundred [hourand French aoiiliirjet -I haow n^t lyhe- 
iWil will bedifgraceinmc taCibfflit, butl am Cure thus will be no glory in 
lUKl^iIlhing me." 
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treated next day. Count Brown, having died before, of the 
I wounds he received on the [ixih of May, Prince Charles 

of Lorraine fallied out with a large body of the Auftrians, 
and attacked the rear of the PrulIJans ; but did no further 
mifchief than killing about two hundred of their men. 
The fiege of Prague being thus raifed, the imprifoned 
Auftrians received their deliverer, Count Daun, with in- 
exprejTiblejoy, and their united forces became greatly fu- 
perior to thofe of the King of Pruffia, who was in a fhort 
time obliged to evacuate iiolicmia, and take refuge in 
Saxony. The Auftrians harralTcd him as much as poiTible 
in. his retreat ; but their armies, though fuperior in num- 
bers, were not in a condition, from their late fufFerings, 
to make any decifive attempt upon him, as the frontiers of 
Saxony abound with filuations eafily defended. 

§ XLL Having thus dcfcribed the progrefs of the" 
PruSians in Bohemia, we mud cait our eyes on the tranf- 
aaions which diftinguiflied the campaign in Weftphalia. 
To guard againft the ftorm which menaced Hanover in 
particijlar, orders were tranfmitted thither to recruit tHc 
troops that had been fent back from England, to augment 
each company, to remount, the cavalry with the- utmoft 
expedition j not to fufter any horfes to be conveyed out of 
the deflorate ; to furnifli the magazines in that country 
with all things neccffaryfor iifty thoufand men. Of thefe 
twenty-fix thoufand were to be Hanoverians, and, in 
confequericc of engagements entered into for that purpofe, 
twelve ihoufand Heffians, fix thoufand Brunfwickcrs, 
two thoufand Saxe-Gothans, and a thoufand Lunen- 
burghers, to be joined by aconfiderablc body of Pruflians,' 
the whole' commanded by his royal bighnefs the Duke of 
Cumberland. The King of England having pubHftied a 
manifeflo, dated at Hanover, fptcifying his motives for 
taking the field in Weftphalia, the troops of the confede- 
rated ftatcs that were to compofe the allied army, under 
the name of an army of ohfervation, began to aflennblc 
with all poCible diligence near BielcfJdt. Thither the 
generals appointed to comir,a«d the fcveral divifions 
repaired. 
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repaired, to fettle the pUn of operations with their com- 
inander, the Duke of Cumberland, who, having left , 
London on the ninth of April, arrived on the fifteenth 
at Hanover, and from thence repaired to the army, which, 
having been joined by three Pruflian regiments that re* 
tired from Wefel, confifted of thirty- fevcn battalions and 
ihirty-four ft^uadions. Of thefe fix battalions and fix 
fquadrons were polled at Bielefeldt, under the coRimand 
of Lieutenant- General Baron de Sporcken ■, fix battalions, 
under Lieutenant-General de Block, at Hervorden ; fix 
battalions and four fquadrons, under Major- General 
Ledebour, between Hervorden and Minden ; fcven batta- 
lionsand ten fquadrons, under Lieutenant -General d'Ubcrg 
in the neighbourhood of Hamejen ; and five battalions 
and four fquadrons, under Major-General dcHaufs, near 
Nienburgh. The head-quarteis of his Royal Highncfr 
were at Bielefeldt. 

§ XLH. In the mean time, the French on the Lower- 
Rhine continued filing oJF incellantly. The fiege of 
Gueldres was converted into a blockade, occafioned by 
ttje difficulties the enemy found in railing batteries ; and 
a party of Hanoverians having palTed the Wcfer, as well 
to ravage the country of Paderbo jrn as to reconnoitre the 
French, carried ofFfeveral waggons loaded with wheat and 
oats, defined for the territories of the Elc^of of Cologn. 
On the other hand, Colonel Fifcher having had an en- 
gagement with a fmall body of Hanoverians, in the county 
of Tcklen burgh, routed them, and made fame prifoners. 
After feveral other petty fkirmiihes between the French 
and the Hanoverians, the Duke of Cumberland altered; 
the pofition of his camp, by placing it between Bielefeldt 
and Heruntden, in hopes of fruftrating the defign of the ■ 
enemy; who, declining to attack him on the fide of Rrac- 
wede, after having reconnoitred his fituation fevcral days, 
made a motion on their left, as if they meant to get be- 
tween him and the Wefer. Ihis ftep was no fooner taken, 
than, on the thirteenth of June in the afternoon, having 
received advice that the enemy had caufed a large body of 
troops. 
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^poK troops, fallowed byafecond, to march on his right to 
^, • ' . fiurghottr, he ordered his army to march that evening 
I7S7* towards Hervofden ; and at thefame time Major- General 
Hqrdenberg marched with four battalions erf grenadiers, 
and a regiment of horfe, to rc-enforce that poft. Count 
Schulenberg covered the left of the march with a battalion 
of grenadiers, a regiment of horfe, and the light troops of 
Buclceburg. The whole army marched in two columns. ' 
The right, compofedof horfe, and followed by two bat- 
talions, to cover their palTage through the enclofureg and 
defiles, palled by the right of Bielefeld t ; and the left, 
confifting of infantry, marched by the left of the fame 
town. The van-guard of the French army attacked the 
rear-guard of the allies, commanded by Major-General 
Einfiedel, very brilkly, and at firft put them into fome 
confufion, but they immediately recovered themfelves. 
This was in the beginning of the night. At breat of day 
the enemy's re-enforcements returned to the charge, but 
were again repulfed, nor could they once break through 
Lieu tenant -Colonel Alfeldt'a Hanoverian guards, which 
clofed the army's march with a detachment of regular 
Uoops, and a new-raifed corps of hunters. 

% XLIII. The allies encamped at Cofeldt the four- 
teenth, and remained there all the next day, when the 
enemy's detachments advanced to the gates of Hervorden, 
and made a feint as if they would attack the town, after 
having fummoned it to farrender; but they retired with- 
out attempting any thing further ; and, in the mean time, 
the troops that were polled at Hervorden, and formed the 
tear-guard, palfed the Wefer on ihe fideof Remen, with- 
out any moleftation, and encamped at Holtzuyfen. A 
body of troops which had been left at Bielefeldt, to cover 
the Duke's retreat, afrer fome (kirmiihes with the French, 
icjoined [he army in the neighbourhood ofHerfort; and 
afew days after his Royal Highnefs drew near his bridges 
on the Wefer, and fcnt over his artillery, baggage, and 
ammunition. At the fame time fome detachments pafTed 
tht liver on the right, between Mindcn and Uldendorp^ and 
j ' marked 
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marked out a aeiy camp advantageoully fituated, bzVlog chap. 
the Wcfer in front, and the tight and left covered with . ' _^ 
eminences and marflies. Tfierethe army under his royal ijjj. 
highnefs rcaflcmWcd, and the French fixed their head- 
quarters at Biclefeldt, which the Hanoverians had quitted, 
leaving in it only part of 2 magazine, which had been fet 
on fire. By this time the French were in fuch want of 
foraj^e, that M, d'£tr£es bimfelf, the princes of the blood, 
and all the officers without exception, were obliged to fend 
back part of their horfes. However, on the tenth of June 
their whole army, confiCling of feven.ty battalions and forty 
fquadrons, with fifty-two pieces of cannon, hefides a body 
of cavalry Icftat Ruremonde for the convenlency of forage, 
was put in motion. In fpite of almoU impalTable foiefts, 
famine, and every other obffacle that could be thrown ia 
their way by a vigilant and experienced general, they at 
length furmounted all difficulties and advanced into a 
country abounding with plenty, and unufed to the ravages 
of war. It was imagined that the palTagc of the Wefer, 
which defends Hanover from foreign attacks, would have 
been vigorouily oppofed by the army of the allies : but 
whether, in the prefent fituation of affairs, it was thought 
advifcable to ad only upon the derenfive, and not to begin 
the attack in a country that was not concerned as a prin- 
cipal in the war, or the Duke of Cumberland found him- 
lelf too weak to make head againll the enemy, isaqueftion 
we flial] not pretend to determine. However that may 
have been, the whole French army palTed the Wefer on 
the tenth and eleventh of July, without the lofs of a man, 
The manner of e(Fe£ting this pa&age is thus related :—■ 
Marefcb^l d'Etiees being informed that his magazines of 
provillons were well furnifhcd, his ovens eflablifhed, and 
the artillery and pontoons arrived at the deltined places, 
ordered Lieu tenant-General Broglio, with ten battalions, 
twelve fquadrons, and ten pieces of cannon, to march to 
Engberen; Lieutenant-GeneralM.deChevert, withfixteen 
battalions, three brigades of carabineers, tbe royal hunters, 
aat) fix huitdred huSbsSt to natob. to Hervorden, and 
Lieutenant- 
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BOOK Lieutenant-General Marquis d'Armentierts,' with twelve 

^ ' 1 battalions and ten fquadrons, to march to Ulrickhaufen. 
1757. All thefe troops being arrived in their camp on the Tourtli 
of July, halted the filth. On the fixth, twenty-two bat- 
talions, and thirty-two fquadrons, under the command of 
the Duhe of Orleans, who was now arrived at the army, 
inarched to Ulrickhaufen, from whence M. d'Armentiercs 
had fetout early in the morning, with the troops under his 
command, and by hafty marches got on the feventh, by 
eleven at night, to Blankenhoven, where he found the 
boats which had gone from Ahrenfberg. The bridges 
were built, the cannon planted, and the entrenchments at 
the head of the bridges completed in the night between the 
feventh and eighth. The MareTchal having fent away 
part of his baggage from Bielefeldt' on the fixth, went in 
, pcrfon on the feventh at eleven o'clock to Horn, and on 
■ the eighth to Braket. On advice that M. d'Armentieres 
had thrown his bridges acrofs without oppofition, and was 
at work on his entrenchments, he went on the ninth t" 
Blankenhoven, to fee the bridges and entrenchments; and 
afterwards advanced to examine the firftpofition heintend- 
ed for this army, and came down the right fide of the 
Wefer to the abbey of Corvey, where he forded the riVer, 
with the princes of the blood, and their attendants. On 
the tenth in the morning he got on horfeback by four 
o'clock, to fee the Duke of Orleans's divifion file ofi^, which 
arrived at Corvey at ten o'clock ; as alfo that of M. 
d'Armentiercs, which arrived at eleven, and that of M. 
Souvre, which arrived at noon. The Marefchal having 
examined the courfc of the river, caufed the bridges of 
pontoons to be laid within gun-lhor of the abbey, where 
the Vifcount de Turenne pafled that river in the year 
one thoufand fix hundred and feventy- three, and where 
the divifions under Broglio and Chevert now pafled it on 
the twelfth and thirteenth, Thefe two generals being in- 
formed of what was to be done upon the Upper- Wefer, 
attacked Minden, and carried it, whilft a detachment of 
the French entered the country «f Eaft-Friefland, under 

the 
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tliejcommaild ofthe Marquis d'Auvcl : and, aAertaking ^^^^* 
p^ffion of Liefi marched on the right of the Emi to • i _ ,, j' , j 
Embdeiii the only rea-porttbe King of Pruffiabad, which 1797- 
at Rrd fecnted determined to make a dcfenfe, but the in« 
habitants Were not agreed upon th^ methods to be tatcen 
for that purpofc. Thej, therefore, met to deliberatCi • 

biit in thi mean timet their gates being {hut, M. d'Auvel 
caufed feme cannon lo be brought to beat them down } 
and the garrilbn, compofed of four hundred PruJSans^ 
not being llrang enough to defend the town, the foldiers 
mutinied againft their officers^ whereupon a capitulation 
was agreed on, and the gates were opened. to the French 
commander, who made his troopa enter with a great deal 
of order, alTured the magi ftrates that care Ihould be taken 
to make them obferve a good difcipline, and publiOied two 
ordinances, one for the fecurity of the religion and com* 
tnerce of the city, and the other for prohibiting the ex- 
portation of corn and forage out of that principality. The ^ 
inhabitants were, howerer, obliged to take an oath of 
allegiance V> the French King. 

§ XlflV. On Sunday tbr twenty-fourth of July, ths 
French, after having laid a part of the ele^orate of Hano- 
ver under contribution, marched in three columns, with 
their artillery, towards the village of Latford, wb«l 
Major-General Fuftcnberg, who commanded the out- 
ports in the village. Tent an officer to inform the Duke of 
Cumberland of their approach. His Royal Highnels im-* 
mediately re-enfbrced thofe polls with a body of troops, 
under the command of Lieutenant-Gcneral Sporckenf 
but finding it impoffible to fupport the village, a^ it was 
comtBanded by the heights oppofite to it, which wer« 
polMed by the enemy, and being fenfible that it would bff 
always in hts ppwcr.to retake it, from its fituation inn 
bottom between two hills, be withdraw bis poll from Lat« 
ford. The French then made two attacks, one at the point 
of theW<lod, and the other higher up in the fame wood, op* 
polite to the grenadiers comtnandcd by Major-General' 
Hardenberg, but they failed, in both ; and though the fir?' 
of their artiUo^ wai very hot, they Were obliged to re« 
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tire. The French army encamping on the heigbti oppo- 
I fit* to the Duke of Cumberland's pofts, the inteliigence 
received, that M. d'Etrees had afieqibled all his troops, 
and was furniflied with a very confiderable train of ar- 
tillery, left his Royal Highnefg. no room to doubt of his 
intending to attack him. He, therefore, reCblved to change 
his camp. for a more advantageous fiiuation, by drawing 
up his xrmy on the eminence between the Wefer and the 
woods, leaving the Hamelan river on his right, the village 
of Haflxnbeck in hii front, and his left clofe to the wood, 
at the point of which his Royal Highnefs had a battery of 
twelve pounders and haubitccrs. There was a hoUow 
way from the left of the village to the battery, and a mo- 
rafe oa the other fide of Haftenbeck to his right. Major- 
General Schulenberg, with the hunters, and two battalions 
of grenadiers, was pofted in the corner of the wood upon 
the left of the battery; his Royal Highnefs ordered the 
village of HaflcnbcclE to be claared to his front, to pre- 
vent its being in the power of the enemy to keep pof-* 
feffion of it, and the ways by which the allies had a com- 
munication with that village during their encampraeot 
to be rendered impaflable. In the evening be witbdicw 
all'his out-polls, and in this pofition the army lay upon 
their arm^all night. On the twcnty^^fifth in the morning 
the French army. marched forwards in columns, and 
began to cannonade the allies very feverely, march- 
ing and counteT'marching continually, and feeming^ 
to intend three attacks, on the fight, the left, and 
the centre.: In the evening their -artilkry appeared 
much' fuperior to that of the allies. The army was 
again ordered to lie all night o* their arms ; his 
Royal Highncfscaufeda battery at the end of the wo9d to 
be-rcpah-ed. Count Schulenberg to bt rb-tnforeed'With a 
■ battatbn of g'rcnadters, knd two field piUtH of cannon, 
and that battery to be alfo fupportcd by four more bat- 
talions of grenadiars, undcF the command of Major-' 
Goneral Hardenberg; He likewifcf caufcd a battery tobB 
ereacdof twelve andTjx poundon, behind the village of 
Hattcnbtekj aad took ^l-thefncau^na-be ^uid tiiiokof 
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to g!ve the enemy a warm reception. As foon as it wii CH A P, 
day-Jight he mounted on horfe-baclc to reconnoitre the ^ - , i 
pofltion of the enemy, whom be found in the fame litua* i;;^, 
tion as the day before. At a little after five a very fmart 
cannonading began againft the battery behind the village, 
which was fupported by the Heffian infantry and cavalry, 
whoAooda mafl fevere fire with furprifingfleadinera and 
refolution. Setwcea fsven and eight the firing of fmall 
arms began on the left of the allies, when his Royal High- 
nefs ordered Major-General Behr, with three battalions 
of Brunfwicit, to fullain the grenadiers in the wood, if 
their atTidance fliould be wanted. The cannonading con- 
tinued above fix hours, during which the troops that werq 
cxpofed toil never once abated of their iirmncfs. Tho 
fire of the fmall arnvs on the left incrc^fing, and tha 
french feemingto gain ground, his Royal Highncfi de- 
tached the Colonels Darkenhaulen and Bredcnbach, with 
three Hanoverian battalions and fix fiiguadrohs, round thf 
wood by AfTerde, who, towards the clofe of the day, dror« 
feveral fquadrons of the enemy back to their army, with* 
out giving them any opportunity to charge. At length 
the grenadiers in the wood, apprehenfive of being fur* 
rounded, from the great lumbers of the enemy that sp* 
pcared there, and were marching round on that fide, 
though they repul(ed every thing that appeared \a their 
front, thought it advifeable to retire nearer the left of th? 
army,- a motion which gave the enemy an opportunity of 
poflelCng themfelvcs of that battery without oppofitioit- 
Here the Hereditary Prince of Brunfwit:k diftinguiOied 
himfelfat the head of a battalion of Wolfenbuttel guards* 
^nd another of Hanoverians, who attacked andrepulfed, 
with their bayonets, a fupcrior force of the enemy, and 
retook the battery. But the French being in polTeffion of 
an eminence which commanded and flanked both tha 
lines of th? infantry and the battery of the allies, w4' 
' vrhere they were able to fupport their attack uiiJer Eh? 
cover of a hill, his£oyal Highnefs, coafidering the fupa- 
rior numbers of the enemy, near double ta his, and the 
h % iippQJliljiliijr 
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BOOK, impoffibility of difiodging them from their poll, without 
^ ^ '. , j cxpofing hiB own troops too much, ordered a retreat j iit 
1757. confequence of which his arm^ retired, firft to HamelcDa 
where he left a garrifon, then to Nienburg, and after- 
wards to Hoya ; in the neighbourhood of which town, 
after fending away all the magazines, fick, and wounded, 
he encamped, in order to cover Bremen and Verden, and 
to preferve a communication with Stade, to which place 
the archives, and noft valuable effect of Hanover had 
been removed. In this engagement. Colonel Breden- 
bacb attacked four brigades very llrongly pofled, with a 
battery of fourteen pieces of cannon, repulfed, and drove 
them down a precipice, and took all their artillery and 
ammunition; but preferring the care of his wounded to 
the glory of carrying away the cannon, he brought off" 
only fix, nailing up and deftroying the reft. The lofs of 
the allies, in all thefc fkirmilhes, which laded three days, 
was three hundred and twenty-feven men killed, nine 
hundred and feven wounded, and two hundred and 
; twenty miffing, cr taken prifoners i whilft that of the 
French, according to their own accounts, amounted to. 
fifteen hundred men. 

% XLV. The French, being left maffers of the field, 
foon reduced Hamelen, which was far from being well 
/ortiiied, obliged the garrifon to capitulate, and took out 
of the town fixty hrafs cannon, feveral mortars, forty 
ovens, part of the equipage of the Duke's army, and 
large quantities of provifions and ammunition, which 
they found in it, together with a great many fick and 
wounded, who, not being included in the capitulation, 
were made prifoners of war. Whether the court of France 
had any reafon to find fault with the conduft of the Maref- 
chal d'litrees, or whether its monarch was blindly guided 
by the councils of his favourite, the Marquife dc Pompa- 
dour, who, defirous to teftify her gratitude to the man 
who had been one of the chief inflruments of her high 
promotion, was glad of an opportunity to retrieve his 
ihaucred fortunes, and, at the fame time, to add to her 
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Own already immcnre trearures, we {hall not pretend to chap. 
determine i though the event feems plainly to fpeak the ^"■ 
laft. Even at the time no comparifon was made between' , ' 
the military (kill of the Marefchal d'Etr^s, and that of 
the Duke de Richelieu j but, however that may have 
been, this laft, who, if he had not fhone in the chara^er 
of a foldier, excelled all, or at leaft moft of his cotcmpo- 
raries in the more refined arts of a courtier, was, juft be- 
fore the battle we have been fpeaking of, appointed to 
fuperfede the former in the command of the French army 
in Lower Saxony, where he arrived on the lixth of Au- 
guft, with the title of marefcbal of France; and M. 
(TFtr^s immediately refigiied the command. 

§ XLVI. Immediately after the battle of Haftenbeck, 
the French fenta detachment of four thoufand men to lay 
under contribution the countries of Hanover and Brnnf- 
wick-Wolfenbuttcl, as well as the duchies of Bremen 
and Verden } and two days after the arrival of this new 
commander, the Duke de Chevreufe was detached with 
two thoufand men to take pofleffion of Hanover itfelf, with 
the title of governor of that city. He accordingly marched 
thither; and upon his arrival the Hanoverian garrifon 
was difarmed, and left at liberty to retire where they 
pleafed. About the fame trmc M, de Contades, with a 
detachment from the French army, was fent to make 
himfelf mafter of the territories of Heffe-Caffel , where he 
found no oppofition. He was met at Warberg by that 
prince's mafter of the horfe, who declared, thai they were 
ready to furnifh the French army with all the fuccours the 
country could aftbrd i and accordingly the magiflratcs of 
Caflel prefented him with the keys as foon as he entered 
theircity. Gottingen was ordered by M. d'Armentieres 
to prepare for him within a limited time, upon pain of 
military execution, fourihoufand pounds of white bread, 
two thoufand bufliels of oats, a greater quantity than 
could be found in the whole country, an hundred loads of 
hay, and other provifioBs. 
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§ XLVII. The Duke of Cumberland remained en- 
, camped in the neighbourhood of Hoya till the twenty^ 
fourth of AuguR, when, upon advice that the enemy had, 
}aid two bridges over the Aller in the night, and had 
paflcd that river with a large bodyof troops, he ordered his 
army to march, to fecure the important poft and pafTage of 
Rotenburg, left they fliould attempt to march round on 
his left. He encamped that night at Haufen, having de- 
tached Lieutenanc-General Uberg, with eight battalions 
and fix fquadrons, to Otterfterg, to which place he 
marched next day, and encamped behind the Wummer, 

, in a vcryftrongfituation, between Otteifbergand Rothen- 
burg. I he French took ppfl^flion of Verden on the 
" twenty-fixth of Auguft, and one of their detachments 
went on the twejity-ninth to firemen, wfiere the gate^ 
were immediately opened to them. The Duke of Cum- 
berland, now clofejy preffed on all fides, and in danger 
of having his communication with Stade cut off, vhicl^ 
the enemy was endeavouring to eiFeft, by feifing upon alf 
the pods rpund him, found it neceiTary to decamp again j 
to abandon Rothenburg, of which the French immediateljf 
took pofleffion ; to retreat to Selfuigen, where his head- 
quarters were, on the fiift of September; and from thence, 
on the tfiitd of the fame tnonth, to retire under the cannon 
of StadS' Here it was imagined that his army would 
havebet;n able to maintain their ground between the AUer 
and the Elbe, till the feverity of the feafon (bould put at^ 
end to the campaign. Accordingly, his Royal Highncfs, 
upon his taking this pofitlori, fent a detachment of his' 
forces to Buck-Schantz, with fome arcillery, and order^ 
to defend that place to theutmoft: but as it could not 
pb.Tibly have hejd qut many days, and as- the French, 
who now hemmed him in on all fides, by making them- 
felves maflers of a little fort at the mouth of the rivef 
Zwinga^ would have cut off his communication with the 
Elbe, fo that four Englilb men of war then in that river 

. could have been of no fervice to him, he was forced t<^ 
fccepC of a i^edtation offeied by the King of Denmark. 
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by bis ttiinifler the Count de Lynar, and to fign the famous c H a l>. 

convention of Clofter- Seven*, by which thirty-eight ^ ■ ' i f 
thoufand Hanoverians laid down their arms, and were diC- 1757- 
perfed inc« different <]uarters of cantonment. 

L 4 CHAP. 

■ Thii temarkable cipttulitian, vbich we diall give bere at full length, 
on iccount af the dirputes that irofe diDtcly ifter tancernint what ch* 
Fiench called an infriftioii oru, «u to the following cfftft : 

<• HIS Majefty Ihe King of Deamark, touched with ihc diOietTei of the 
BountrUi of Bremeo andVeidcn, to which he ha) always granted his fpecial 
prote^ioDj and being defiioui, by prerenting thofe countriei fiom being anjr 
Jcngcr the tb»tie of war, ts fpaie alfo the effufion of blood in the aimiei 
which areieady to difpute the poflelGon cheieof, hath employed hit medJilioD 
by the mlmftry of the Count de Ljbu. Hli RoyJ Highneft the Duke of 
CumbetUnd, genecil of the army of the altiei, on the one patt,. >nd hii 
XicellencyChe Marefchal Dulce de Rkheljen, -general of the King ofFrance'i 
foTca in Ceimany, on the otheri have, in uinlidecatian of the inteiventinn 
of his Danilh MajeAy, refpeQiTely engaged their word of honour to the 
CoDnt de Lynar, to abide by the convention bereaftec flipulaled; and be, 
the Count de Lynar, carrefpondently to the magntniinily of the King hit 
maftet't iotention, oblige! himlelf to procure the guarantee rocDtioned in 
the prelcnt conventioa ; fo thtt it (hall be fenc to him, with hia full poircn, 
nhicb there wai no time to make out, in the citciuuliancei whichhunied 
)ua deputure. 

Artidel. HoADitiei lliall ceafeon both lidei within twenty-four honn, 
orfooner. If poffible. Ordeii for' this purpofe Ihall he immediately fen t to 
the detached corpi. 

II. The luiiliary troopi of ttie armyof the Dulce of Cumberland, name- 
ly, AofeofHelTe, Bmnfwick, Saxe-Cothi, and even thofe ofthe Count de 
!■ Lippe-Backbonrg, Iball be fenc home : and at it It nenflary ta fettle par- 
ticularly their match to their tefpeftive countries, a genetil officer of each 
nation fhillbe fent from thearmy of , the allies, with whom fliall be Tenled 
the ronte of thofe tioOps, the divifionj they ihall march in, their fubfiflence 
oa their march, and their palTporti to be granted them by' hjs Excellency 
th« Duke de Richelieu to go to their own countries, where they Ibal! be 
placed and diflriboted at (hall be agreed upon between the court of Fraace 
■od their [efpeS:lve fovereignE. 

III. His RoyalHighnefitheDukeofCumberland oblige! hlmfetftipafi the 
Elbe, with fuchpirtoF hii army, as he fliall noTbe able to place in the city of 
Stade: That thepait of his forces which thall enter into garrifon ?n the faid 
eitj, and which it is fuppofed may amount to between four and fix ihoufind 
men, (hall remain there under the guarantee of his Majeliy the King 'of Den- 
mark, without committing any aft of holtilrty: nor, on die other band, 
fliall they be expofed to any from the French trnops. In confcquence thereof 
tommitlatieij uamed on each fide, fliall agree upon the llmita to be fiied 
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' BOOK, ratuid chit plice, for the comtnicniy of the ganifoB ; which limlu ft^ft 

IIf> natextcDil beyand halF a league or a league from the place, according toti^t 

h<i-^M » ij iiatiue of the grouni or tircumaaneei, which fliill be faiilj fettled by tlus 

^757- caannifTiirlei, The reft of the iianovnian army (hairgoand.takeqaarteia 

in cheejiiatiy beyond the Elte ; aod, to ftctlh^lethe march iff thole troop), 

hit Ejccelleocy the Dulce de Ricbelieli Ihall coneert with a general officer 

l^nt ftam the Hanoverian army thl route they Ihal] lake ; obliging birafelf 

to give the oeceffary palTpprts and fecnritj iot the free palTage of them '"4 

their ba^age to the placet of their dellihaiion ; liii Royal Highnefs the 

Duke of OumberUnd referving to himfelf theJiberty of negociating between 

the two court),' for an citenGonof thofe nuarten . As to" the Fjench ttoopi, 

they (hail remain in ihe reft of the duchiei of Bremen and Vetden, lill the 

definitive reconciliation of the (Wo fovereigns. 

IV. At'theifotefaidartidei are to be' eiecuted as Toon as poflible, thfe 
. ttinoretian irniy, and the cotTiswh.ch aredecached from it, particularly that 
Which i< at Buck-Schmtz, and the nei^jhtwurhood, Ihall retire under Stade In 
the fpace nf eight-and-forty hoiifi. The French atifly AjU not paft the rivet 
Ofte, in the duchy of Bremen, till theUmiti be regulated. It Aiill, belidei, 
iuep all thepofts and coantiiu of which itlein|lo(i'eiri(tn ; and, not to retard 
"the tegulacion of the limits between the armies, commiirailes fliall be noml- 
Olted and fent on the loth inftant to Bremenwoi'den, by his Royal Highneft 
Uie Diibe' Of Cumberland, andhii Eicellen'cy the MatefchalDuke deRiche'. 
(ieujio regulate, ai well the limits.to be affigried to the French army, «i thoft 
thai iit« Co be o£ferved by the garnfon at Slide, according to Art. 111. 

V, All the aforefaid attJClesftall be faithfully executed, according to their 
fonn and tenor, and under the faith of fail Majclty the King of Deamirk^ 
guarantee, which the Count de Lynar, bis Riinifler, engage) to procure.' 
' ' Dene at the camp at Cloflet-Sevin, Sept S, I7;7. 

Signed WiLLtAW, 

SEPARATE ARTICLES. 

Upon the reprefentaiion made by the Count de Lynar, with a yiev t4 
explain fome difpofltiont tnade by the piefent convention, the following artit 
lelei have been added I 

I. It iitiieinCeatian(^l)I> Eguxllcncy the Marefchal Duke de Rkhelien, 
that the allied troops of his ^oyal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland (hall bt 
fent back la their re fpeQiye countries, accoiding to the farm mentioned la 
the fecond article; and that as to their feparaiion and (fiftributian in ib« 
country, it Ihall be regulated between the coaru, tt^ott troops not being toif 
^deredasprifanersofwar. [ 

II. It haying been teprefented that the country of Lunenheig cunot aicom- 
modale mote than fifteen battalion! and Ci fquidroni, and that the city of 
Stade cannot abfolutely conuin the gatrifon of fii thoufand men allotted to it, 
his Eicsliency the Marefchal Duke de BicblUu, beingpiefled by M. de Lynar, 

■ whofupponed this reprefentaiion ty the guatantee ofhi( Danifli Majefty, 
gives his confeijt, and his B,oyal Hl|Iineri the Duke of Cumberland engage* 
to caufe iifteeD battalions and ffi f^uadrons to pafs the Elbe ; and the whole 
fcody oT^unterij and the remaining ten battalions and twentj-eight fquadront 
ftallteplactdin the town of Stade, and the places neareft to itthat arc within 
' ■ ' ■ tU 
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t^cUnSj vluchOiallbe mirludby (wfti iiom the mouth of the Lt^einthc G H A P. 
^lbe,tcitheinuuthDiiiie£1iDCibeckiiithcriTeiOfteipr.ftided ilwayi ihiEthc, VU. 
laid t^n binaliont and <wenly-ei|sbl fquadioni dull be quaicered then u they '■ ■*» . ■" V 
are it the time of G[n'>ng thii coiwenlioii, MdihiU not be nctutted under '7jT> 

any preteiC, or lugmenied ia ■ay calc; and chit cliufe n pattkululj 
guaraaiced by the Count de Lynac ia the aime of hit DaniHi MajeAy. 
' ni. Upoa thertpreftnUiionof his Royal Big hneft the Duke of Cumber- 
land, that the array and the detuhed carpi cannot both rttira undet Stade la 
<igh[,.ai^-l<>i'tyhuuri, aEteeable to the conyintion, bti Excellcn^the Mucf- 
chalDokc de Richelieu hath hgnilitd, that he will grant ihcm proper time, 
provided the corpt encamped at Bock-Schftiti, ai well >! the Irmy sacampid 
at Bremer- wo rden, begin the'u match catetirejn rour-and-cVienty houn after 
£gning the coiKeniiaii. The time necilTaiy for atl)e|' aManifeiijenti, and the 
,*iecalion of the artiFlei concerning Che refpeOiw lisilti, Oiall beleitled be- 
tween Lieutenant-Geaer'.lS;>oiclua, and the Marquitde Villemar, iuftjieu- 
Ceoant-geueiil of the KIng'i array. 

Pone, ftc, 
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CHAP. vin. 

( I. TTv Fretieb tntir the Pruffian deminio'is, whtre they 
tommit gnat difirdert, §11. Rtfiexiam on the mifcosduit 
tfihe allied army. % III. kuffwn fitet bhch uf, the Pruffian 
fort! in the Baliick. § IV. Ruffians take Mmel § V. 
Dtdaratian tf tbe King of Pruffla on that ncca/un. § VI. 
j/fffy 9/ the Empire ralfia' with difficulty. § Vil. The 
Jujrians lake Gabel. % VIII. Anddejiroy Tutau. % IX. 
ITbe Prince ef Ptuffia leaves the army. § X. Cammuni- 
catim between England and OJiend brake off. Gueldret 
capitulates. § XL Skirmtjhes between the Pruffiam and 
Auflrians. And het-Kren the Pruffiam and Ruffians. 
§ XII. Marefchal Lehwald attacks the Ruffians in their en- 
trenchments near Norkitten. § XIII. Hajly retreat aftht 
Ruffians out of Pruffia. § XIV. Fr/nch and Imperialifls 
take Gotha. § XV. J^ion between the Prufftans and 
Aupians near Gaerlitx. § XVI. The French oblige ■ 
Prince Ferdinand la retire. § XVII. Berlin laid under 
eontribution by the Aujirians; and LeipT^ig fubje£led to 

■ military execution by the Prufftans. § XVIII. Battle of 
Rajbach. § XIX. Ihe Aujlrians take Schweidnitz ; and 
defeat the Prince of Severn near Brejlaw. § XX. 
Marefchal Keith lays Bohemia under contribution. King of 
Pruffia defeats the Aujlrians at Liffia ; retakes Brejlaw and ■ 
Sebtveidnilx, and becomes majler of all - Sllefm. § XXI, 
Hcftitities of the Swedes in Pomerama. § XXII. Marefchal 
Lehwald forces the Swedes to retire. § XXIII, Memorial 
frefented to the Dutch by Col. Torki., relative to OJferui and 
Nieupert. § XXIV. King of Pruffia's letter to the King 
tf G teat-Britain. His Britannick Majejlys declaration. 
% XXV. Difpates concerning the convention of Clojlei-- 
Seven. § XXVI. Progrefs 'of the Hanoverian arniy. 
% XX Vn. Death of the ^len of Poland. Tranfa£}ii>ns 
atfea. § XXVIII. Fat,- cf Captain Death, § XXIX* 
Seffi^n 
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Begitn opened. § XXX. Su^es granted. § XXXI, 
Funds ferraifing the fappUi$. % XXXII. Meffhgefram tbt 
JCingta the HoufeafOommBns. § XXXIII. Seand treaty 
with the King 0/ Pruffia, § XXXIV. BiUfsr fertifying 
Mllfard- Haven. Regulations vitlh refiea toctrn. § XXXV. 
Biiis for the encouragement of &eamtn, and far ttcplaining 
the militia aU. % XXXVI. Aa for repairing ImuUh- 
Bridge. § XXXVII. Aa fvr afeertaimng the piali. 
fkation if veting. § XXXVUI. BlUfermsre effeSuaUy 
manning the navj. § XXXIX. dmendmttas in tbt 
Jpabeas-Corpus a£l, § XL. Scheme in favtur tf the 
Foundling Hofpital. % XLI. Proceedings relative to the- 
African company. § XLU. Sefficn ckfed. § XLIII. 
Vigorous preparations for war. Death of the Princeft 
Caroline. §XLIV. Sea engagement of Cape Francois. 
Rtmarkablefuccefs of Captain Ftrefl. § XLV, French 
fuaaiate Emhden. Succejs of Adm. Ofbtrat. French fleet 
' driven afbore in Bafjue road. § XLVI, Adm. Brode- 
rick't fhip huntatfeo. § XLVII. Defceni at Canealle- 
hay. ^ Xh\ ill. Exp<4itionagainfi Cherbourg. § XLIX. 
DefcentatSt. Makes. § L. EngUJh defeated at St. Cas. 
§1.1. Captures from the enemy. \ \A\. Clamours of the 
Dutch merchants^ on account af the capture of their Jhiptt 
§ Llll. Their famous petition to the Statei-Gtneral, 

§1, FT^HE Hanoverians being now quite rubduciJ, 
J. and the whole force of the French let Joofe 
Sgainft tlte King of Prudia by this treaty, Marefchal 
Richelieu immediately ordered Lieutenant- General Bcr- 
jChini to march with all pofTible expedition, wich the troops 
under bis command, to join the Prince deSoubife : the 
gens-d'armcs, and other troops that were in the landgra- 
viUe of Hefle-CaUd, received the fame order; and fixiy 
■ battalions of foot, and the greatcA part of the horfe be- 
longing to the French army, were directed to attack the 
Prtiffian territories. Marefchal Richelieu himfelf arrived 
;f Brunfwick on the (tfteenih of September i and having, 
in a f£w days after^ aflembled an liundred and ten batta- 
■ ' ' lioni. 
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BOOK llom,aiid an hundred and fifty fquadrors, with an hundred 
^ ! . pieces of cannon, near Wolfenbuttel, he entered the King 
*757> ofPruflia's dominions with hisarmy on the 27th, 28th, atid 
29th of the fame month, in three columns, which pene- 
trated into. Halbcrfiadt and Brandenburg, plundering the 
towns, exadling contributions, and committing many 
enormities, at which their general is faid to have connived. 
In the meantime, the Duke of Cumberland returned to 
England, where he arrived on tbeiith of October, and 
Ihortly after religned all his military commands. 

^11. Had the allied army, after the battle of Haftenbeck, 
marched dire£lty to the Leine, as it might cafily have 
done, and then taken poft on the other fide of Wolfen- 
buttel, Halberftadi, and Magdeburgh, it might have 
waited fecurely under the cannon of the latter place for 
the junction of the Prudian forces; inflead of which, 
they injudicioully turned off to the Lower Wefer, retiring 
fucceffively from Hamelen to Nienburg, Verden, Rothea- 
burgh, Buxtchude, and h&ly to Stade, where, for want 
of fubfillence and elbow room, the troops were all made 
prilbners of war at large. They made a march of an 
hundred and fifty miles to be cooped up in a nook, inftead 
of taking the other route, which was only about an huQ- 
dred miles, and would have led them to a place of fafety. 
By this unaccountable conduit, the King of Priiffii^wv 
not only deprived of the aififtance of near forty th^ufa'nd - 
good troops, which, in the clofe of the campaign, might 
have put him upon an equality vfith the French and the . 
army of the Empire ; but alfo expofed to, and actually 
invaded by his numerous enemies on all fides, infomuch 
that his fituation became now more dangerous than ever j 
and the fate which feemed to have threatened the Emprefa 
a few months before, through his means, was, to all 
appearance, turned againft himfelf. His ruin was pre- ' 
di^ed, nor could human prudence forefee how he might 
be extricated from his complicated difirefs; for, befitjes , 
the invafion of his territories by the French under the 
Duke de Richelieu, the RuJlians, who had niade for » 

lonjf 
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long time a dilatory inarch, and reemed uncertain of thrir C ft a p. 
own refolutions, all at onee quickened their motions, ' . ' 

and entered ducal PruSa under Marefchal Apraxin and ' 175T. 
Genera! Ferolor, marking their progrefs by every inhu- 
manity that unbridled cruelty, luft, and rapine can bo 
imagined capable or committing. A large body of Auftri- 
ani entered Silefia, and penetrated as far ai Brrilau : then, 
taming back, they laid fiege to the important fomefs df 
Schwcidnit3i,the key of that country. A fecond body 
entered Lufatia, another quarter of the Pruflian territoriesj 
and made themfelves maAers of Zittau. Twenty-two 
thoufand Swedes penetrated into Pruffiao Pomerania, took 
the towns of Anclam and Demmin, and laid the whole 
country under conuibution. The army of the Empire, 
re-enforced by that of Prince Soubife, after many delays, 
was at laft in full march to enter Saxony ; and this 
motion left the Auflrians at liberty to turn the greaRft 
part of their forcei to the reduction ofStlefia, An Aullrian 
general, penetrating through Lufatia, palled by the 
FruSan armies, and fuddenly prefcnting himfelf before 
the gates of Berlin, laid the whole country under contri- 
bution ; and though he retired on the approach of a body 
of j*ruffians, yet he ftill found means 10 interrupt the com- 
muntcatlon of thefe laft with Silefia. The PruSiani, it 
is true, exerted themfelves bravely on alt fides, and their 
enemies fled before them ; but whilil one body was purfuing 
another gained upon them in Come other part. The win- 
.ter approached, their ftrength decayed, and their adver^ 
faries multiplied daily, Their king harrafled, atidalmoft 
Ipeiit with inceflant fatigue both of body and of mind, 
was in a manner excluded from the Empire, Thegreaieft 
part of his dominions were either taken from him, or laid 
under contribution, and pofTelTed by his enemies j who 
collei5led the publick revenues, fattened on the contri-r 
butions, and with the riches which chey drew from the . 
electorate of Hanover, and other conquefis, defrayed the 
rxp^nfes of the war ; and by the convention of Ciofter- 
£arpn be wv defiived of b)S aUiei, and left without any 
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"it?* ^SWance whatever, excepting what the Bmifli parliament 

^^ ' '- f might think fit to fu{^Iy. How different is this pidure 

1757* from thu which the Kiogof Pruffia exhibited when he 

took arms to enter Saxony I But, in order to form a clear 

idea of ehefe events, of the lituacion of his PrulBan Ma- 

jcO^i and of the fteps he took to defeat the defigris of 

his antagani&s, and extricate himfejf from his great and 

numerous diftrelTes, it will be proper now to take a vienr 

of the feveral tranfai^ions of his enemies, as well during 

hisftay in Bohemia, as from the time of: his leaving it, 

down to that which we are now fpeaking of. 

§ III. Whilft the King of Pruffia waa in Bohemia, tha 
Emprefs of Ruffia ordered notice to be given to all matters 
of (hips. That if any of them were found affifting the 
PruIEans, by thctranfportation of troops, artillery, and 
ammunition, they Ihouid be condemned as legal prizes ! 
and her fleet, confining of fifteen men of war and frigates, 
with two bomb ketches, was feiitto block up the PrufKan 
ports in the Baltick, where it took feveta] ibips of that 
nation, which were employed in carrying provifions and 
merchandife from one port to another. One of thefe Ihips 
of war appearing before Memel, a town' of Poland, but 
fubjeft to Pruffia, the commandant fcnt an officer to the 
captain, to know whether he came as a friend or an ene- 
my; to which interrogation the Ruffian captain replied, 
TTiat, notwilhftanSingthe difpofiiionsof the Emprefs of 
both the Ruflias were fufEcienlly known, yet he would 
further explain them, by declaring that his orders, and 
thofe of the other Ruffian conimanders, were, iq conform- 
, ity to the laws of war, to fcife on air the Hruffian vellela 

they met with on their cruifc. Upon which the command- 
ant of Memel immediately gave orders for pointing the can- 
ncm to fire upon all Ruflian fhips that fhould approach 
that place. 

§ IV. The land-forces of the Ruffians had nowlingered 

on their march upwards of fix months ; and it was psetty 

generally doubted, by t'hofe who were fuppofed to have 

the beft intelligence, whether they ever weredefigned 

reaJI/ 
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leally to pafs into tbe PruSaa territories, not only on chap. 
account of tbeir long itay on the borders of Lithuania, . ' . 
but alfo becaufe feveral of their ColTacks hid been feverely i-j^, 
punifhed for plundering the waggons of Somt Pruffiui 
peafanti upon the frontiers of Cotirland, and the damage 
of the peafants compeniated trith money, though General 
Apraxin's army was at the fame time greatly diArefled by 
the want of provifions; when, on afudden, they quick- 
ened their motions, and lliowed they were, in earneft, 
determined to accompliOi the ruin of Prufiia.. Their firft 
ai€k of hoftility was the attacic of Memd, which furrender- 
ed; and by the articles of capitulAion it was agreed, that 
the garrifon fhould march out with all the honours of 
war, after having engaged not to ferve againft the Empreli, 
or any of her allicB, for the fpace of one year. 

§ V_ His Pruffian Majefty, jultly forefecing the great 
enormities that were to be expeded from thefe favage 
enemies, who were unaccullomed to make war, except 
upon nations as barbarous as themfelves, who looked upon 
war only as an opportunity for plunder, and every country 
through which they happened to march as their's by right 
ofconqueft, publiflied the following declaration :—** It 
is futEcienily known, that the King of Pruffia, after the 
example of his glorious predecefTors, has, everfince hit 
acceflion to the crown, laid it down as a maxim to feek 
the friendlhip of the imperial court of Ruffia, and culti- 
vate it by evcrv method. His Pruflian Majefty hath had 
the fatisradlion to live, for feveral fucceffive years, in the , 
flrifleft harmony with the reigning Emprefs; and thia 
happy union would be ftill fubfifting, if evil-minded po- . 
tcntates had not broke it by their fecret machinations, and 
carrietl things to fuch a height, that the minifters on both 
fides have been recalled, and the correfpondencc broken 
off. However melancholy thefe circumllaiices might be 
for the Ki'ng, his Majefty was neverthelefs moft attentive 
to prevent any thing that might increafe the alienation of 
the Ruffian court. He hath been particularly careful, 
during tho difturbances of the war that now un1iap|Hly 
rag«. 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 
rages j to avoid whatever might invoWe him in adHFcreno^ 
with that court, notwithflaniing the great grievances hit 
hath loalledge againft it^ and that it was pnblickly known 
the court of Vienna bad at laft drawn (hat of Riilfiaimo 
its defliu^ive views, and made it fcrve as an inflrument 
for favouring the fchemes of Auftria. His Majefty hath 
given the whole world incontofiable prooft* thxc he was 
under an indifpenfable neceffity of having recourfe to the 
mcafurcs he hath taken againft the courts of Vienna and 
Saxony, who forced him by their conduct to take up arm* 
for his defeiife. Yet, even finge things have been brought 
to thi* extremity, the King bath ofiered to lay down his 
arms, if proper lecurities (hould be granted to him. Hit 
Majefly hath not negleiEled to expofe the artifices by which 
the imperial court of Rufliahath been drawn into meafurea 
fo oppofite to the Emprefs's fentimenls, and which would 
excite the utmoft indignation of that great princefs, if 
the truth could be placed before her without difguife. 
The King did more; he fuggefled to her Imperial 
Majefty. fufficient means either to excufe her not taking 
any part in the prefent war, or to avoid, - upon the jufleft 
grounds, the execution of thofe engagements which the 
court of Vienna claimed by a manifefl abufe of obligations, 
which they employed to palliate their unlawful views. 
It wholly depended upon the Emprefs of Ruffia to extin* 
guifh the flames of the war, without unfbeathing the 
fword, by purfuing the meafures fuggeAed by the King< 
This condudt would haveimmorialifed her reign through* 
out all Europe. It would have gained her more lading 
glory than can be acquired by the greateft triumphs. 
The King finds with regret, that all his precautions and 
care to maintain peace with the Ruffian empire are fruit* 
leis, and that the intrigues of his enemies have prevailed* 
His Majefty fees all the confideraiions of friendfhip and 
goad neighbouihod fetafide by the Imperial court of Ritflia, 
as well as the obfervance of its engagements with his 
Majefty. He fees that court marching its traopf through 
the territories of a foreign power, and, contrary to the tenor 



G E ft G fi tt. i6k 

bFtreatici, in order to attack the King in his dominions: Chap. 
Bnd thus taking part in a war, in which his enemies have , _ _ ' ^ 
involved the Ruffian empire. In fuch circumftances, 1757. 
the King hath no other part to take, but to employ the 
power which God hath entrufted to him in defending 
himfelf, prote£ling his fubje^s, and repelling every un- 
jtift attack. His Majcfty will never lofe fight of the rules 
which are obrerved, even in the midft of war, among 
civilifed nations. But if, contrary to all hope and ex- 
pe^ation, thEfc rules fliould be violated by the troops of 
RuiEa, if they commit in the King'-s territories diforders 
and excelfesdifallowed by the laws of arms, his Majefly 
muft not be blamed if he makes reprifals in Saxony: 
and if, inftead of that good order and rigorous difciplintf 
which have hithertobeen obferved by his army, avoiding all 
Ibrts of violence, he finds himfelf forced, contrary to his in- 
clination, to {uffer the provinces and|fubje£ls of Saxony to 
be created in the fame manner as his own territories Ihal] be 
treated. As to the reft, the King will Toon publiftto 
the whole world the futility of the reafons alledged by the 
imperial cOurtof RulSa tojuftify its aggreffion; and as 
his Majefty is forced upon making his defenfe, he has 
room ta hope, with confidence, that the Lord of hofts 
will blefi his righteous arms, that he will difappointthe 
unjad enterprifes of his enemies, and grant him his power- 
ful affiftaftce^ to enable him to malce head againll them," 

% VI. When the King of Pruffia was put under the baft 
Kf the empire, the feveral princes who compofe that body 
were required, by the decree of the Autick council, as 
we obferved before, to furnift their refpcftive contingents 
againfl him, Thofe who feared him looked upon this as a 
fairopportunityofreducinghim; and thofewhoflaodinawe 
of the houfe of Auftria were, through neceffity, compelled 
to fupport that power which they dreaded, Belides, they 
weretccuftonie4totfaeinfhfenceof afamily, in which the 
en^re had, for a long time, been in a manner hereditary ; 
jwd werre aJfo intimidated by the appearance of a confi:de- 
facy, the moA ferpui^l»le, perhaps, that the wwld had 
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BOOK ever fecn. Yet, notwithfianding all this, the contingents; 

y_ ' . both of men and monejr, were collei^ed flowly ; the troops 
1757- were badly compofed; and many of thofe, not only of 
the proteliant princes, but alfoo'f thecatholicks, Ihowed 
the uimoIi-reIu£lance to a£t againft his Pruffian Majefty, 
which, indeed, none of them would have been able to do, 
had it not been for the aJ£ftancc of the French under the 
f rince de Soubife. The £le£tor-Palatine loft abQve a 
thoufand men by defertion. Four thoufand of the troops 
belonging to the Duke of Wirtemberg being delivered to 
the French commilTary on the twenty-fourth of June, 
were immediately reviewed; but the review was Jcarcdy 
finiOied, when they began to cry aloud, that tjliey were 
fold. Nextmorningthirty of themdefertcd at once, and 
were foon followed by parties of twenty and thirty each, 
who forced their way through the detachments that guard- 
ed the gates of Stutgard, and in the evening the mutiny 
became general. They fired upon the officers in their 
barracks, and let their general Jtnow, that if he did not 
immediately withdraw, they would put him to death. 
Mean while, fome of the officers having purfued the de- 
fetters, brought back a part of them prifoners, when the 
left of the foldiers declared, that, if they were not im- 
mediately releafed, they would fet fire to the ftadthoufe 
and barracks ; upon which the prifoners were fet at Jiberty 
late in Che evening. Next morning the foldiers aflembled, 
and haying feifed fome of the officers, three or four 
hundred of them marched out of the town at a time, with 
the mufick of the regiments playing before (hem j and in 
this manner near three thoufand of them filed olT, and the 
remainder were afterwards difcharged. 

§ VII. The King of Pruffia, upon his leaving Bohemia, 
after the battle of Koltn, retired towards Saxony, as we 
obferved before; and- having fent hia heavy artillery and 
oiortars up the Elbe to Drefden, fixed his camp on the 
banks of that river, at Leitmeriiz, where his main anny 
was ftrongly entrenched, wbilH Marefchal Keith, with 
the troops under his command, encamped on the oppofite 
ftote; 
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fluHe; a free communication being kept open bymeatisof CHAP. 
a bridge. At the fame time dctachmenti were ordered to .' . 

iecaie the pafTes into Saxony. As this polition of the 17J7. 
King of Fruffia prevented the Auflrians from being ablo 
to penetrate into Saxony by the way of the Elbe, they 
moved, by flow marches, into the circle of Buotz-* 
lati, and, at laft^. with a detachment conlmanded by the 
Duke d'Arembcrg and M. Macguire, on the eighteenth 
of June fell fuddenly upon, and took, the ionportant 
poft at Gabel, fituated between Boemi<h-Leypa, and 
Zittau, after an obftinatc defenfe made by the Pruffian 
garrifon, under Major- General Putlcammer, confining 
of four battalions, who were obliged to furrender prifon- 
crs of war. The Auftrians Jiaving by this motion gained 
a march towards Lufatia, upon a corps which had been 
detached under the command of the Prince of Pruifia to 
iwatch them, his PrulSan Majefly thought proper to leave 
Iieitmeritz on the twentieth in the morning, and lay that 
Slight at Lickowitz, a village opposite to LeitmenCz, of 
which a battalion of his troops fliU kept polTefEon* 
while the reft of bis army reitained encamped in the p!aia 
before that place. Next morning, at break of day, 
Prince Henry decamped, and made fo good a difpofitioo 
for his retreat, that he did not lofe a fingle man, though 
he marched in fight of the whole body of Auftrian irregu- 
lars. He palTed the bridge at Leitmcritz, after with- 
drawing the battalion that was in the town and having 
biirnt the bridge, the whole army united, and made a 
finail movement towards the palTes of the mountains; 
the King then lying at Sulowitz, near the field where 
ihc battle of Lowofchutz was fought on the firft of 
Ot^oberof thepreceding year. The heavy baggage was 
ient on in the afternoon, with a proper efcorte j and in 
the morning of the twenty-fecond the army marched in 
two columns, and encamped on the high grounds aC 
-Lufechitz,a little beyond Lena! , where it halted the twenty- 
third. No attack was made upon the rear-guard, though 
great aumbers of Aufirian huQars, and other irregulars. 

Ma h»i • 
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BOOK had a{»peared the evening befcHv witfatacaRnon-fliotnf tiui 
\ ^ , , ' Pruflian camp. On the twenty-foyrtb the army narclied 
17S7- Eo Ndtcndorf; on the twentv-fifth it encain|ied near 
Cotta} on the twentjr-fixth near Pirnai where it h^ted 
the next day ; and on the twenty-eighth it croflcd ;he 
rivernear that {llace, and entered Lufatia, where, bjr tlis 
tnd of the month, it encamped at Bautzen. 

§ Vni. The King's arnly made this retreat iwith all the 
fuccefs that could be wilhed ; but the corps under the 
Prince of Pruffia had not the fame good fortune : fo«f 
the Auftrians, immediately after their taking Gabel, fent a 
flrongdetachmentagainft2ittau,atridingtowninthccirclc 
of Upper-Saxony, where the Pruflians had large magazines, 
and a garrifon of fix battalions, and, in ,his fight, at- 
tacked it with uncomnlon rage. Paying no regard to 
the inhabitants as being friends or allies, but determined' 
, to reduce the place before the ICing of Prul&a coold have 

time to march to its relief, they no fooner arrived before it, 
than they bombarded and cannonaded it with (uch fury, 
that molt of the garrifon, finding themfelve» unable to re- 
; iift, made their cfcape, and carried off as much as they couJd 

of the magaziries, leaving only three or four hundred men 
in the town, under Coloiid DirickCj to hold it out as long 
>s poflible ; which he accordingly did, tilt the whole place 
'Was almoft deftrojed. The cannonading began on the 
twenty third of July, at eleven in the morning, and hftei 
till five in the evening. In this fpace of time four thoufand 
balls, manyofthcm red-hot, were fired into this unfortunate 
city, with fo little intermiilion, that it was Ibon fet on fire 
in feveral places. In the confufion which the conflagration 
produced, the Auflriansentered the town, and the inhabi- 
tants imagined that they had then nothing further to fear j 
and that their friends, the Auftrians, would affift them tn 
extinguiihing the flames, and faving the place: but ia 
this particular their expeflations were difappointed. The 
Pandours and Sclavonians, who riiflied in with the regulaf 
■troops, made no dlftindion between the Pruffians and 
the inhabitants of Zittau: inllead of helping to (quench 
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the flames, they began to plunder the warehoufes which chap.. 
the fire had not reached ; fo that all the valuable merchan- . . 

dife they contained was either carried off or reduced to ,jjy^ ' 
aflies. Upwards of fix hundred haufes, and almoft all 
the publkiE buildings, the cathedrals of St. John and St. 
James, the orphan-houfe, eight parlbnage-houfei, eight, 
fdiools, the town-houfe, and every thing contained in 
it, the publick weigh-boure, the piifon, the archives, 
and all the other documents of the town-council, the 
plate, and other things of value, prefented to the town 
from time to time by emperora. Icings, and other 
princes and noblemen, were entirely dellroyed, and mors 
than four hundred citizens were killed in this aflault. 
Of the whole town there was left landing only one 
hundred arid thirty-eight houfes, two churches, the coun- 
cil, library, and the fait -work. The Queen of Poland 
was fo affe^ed by this melancholy account, that fbeis 
faid to have fainted away upon hearing; it. As this city 
bdonged to their friend the King of Poland, the Auflrians 
thought proper to publish an excufii for their conduit, 
afcribing it entirely to the neceSity they were under, and 
the obflinate defenfe made by the PrufEan garrifoti. But 
what excufes can atone for fuch barbarity ?' 

§ IX. The corps under the Prince of FrulBa, which' 
had been witnelles to thedeftruflionof this unhappy place, 
was, by the King's march to Bautzen, fortunately extri- 
cated from the dangcr.of being furr6unded by the Auftri- 
30$, who, upon his Majelty'^ approach, retired from' 
their pofts' on the right, So6n after this event the Princa 
of Pruffiav finding his health much impaired by the fatigues 
of the campaign*, quitted' the army, and returned ta 
M 3 Berlin. 

• TMawii thEicaTonthat naSpublickl; alSgnedfor hit quitting chcamifi' 
but E mucli oiore piobabls one, wliich wu only whifptnil, (eemi to b»« 
been, tKat thii piince, than whom none ever was moce remarkable finhv< 
inanity arnJ the foci al virtues, diOiking the violent proceedingsof the king 
his brother, could not ttfriih from eipoliuli ting with him on chat fubjeft i 
ttftm vihlA hit Majefty, with an tit of great' difappi^bation, told him, 
« That the lirof fitIlin^vou^ be bettec ft» him than that of the camp." 
ThePfince atwrJJugljKtiwd to Berlin, wherehedied foonafterj grief and 
i^acerotot Che welfare of hli brother, and fof the Kept taken b) biiB, having 
(10 fauU (hue in bit deatbi 
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erlin. In the mean time,- Marerchal Keith, who had ■ 
, been lert upon the frontier, to guard the paiTes of the 
mouniains of Bohemia, arrived at Pirn^, having been 
ptuch harrafled in his march by the enemy's irregular 
iroopS, andioftfome waggons of provifions and baggage. 
After retting a day at Pirna, he purfued his march through 
Drefden with twenty battalions and forty fquadrons, and 
encamped on the right of the Elbe, before the gate of the 
new city, from whence' he joined the King betweeiy 
Bautzen and Gorlitz. The Prullian army now reaflembled 
at this place amounted tO about fixty thoufand men, 
befides twelve battalions and ten fquadrons which remained 
in the famous camp at Pirna; under the Prince of Anhalt- 
Deliau, to cover Drefden, fecure the gorges of the moun- 
tains, and check the incurfions of the Auflrian irregulars, 
with whom, as they were continually flying about the 
ikirts of the Pruflian army, as well in their encampments 
as on their marches, almoft da'ily fkirmiflies happened, 
with various fuccefs. Though' fome of thefe encounters 
were very bloody, they coft the Pruffians much fewer 
men than they loft by defertion Jince the battle of Kolin. 
The rcafon feems obvious : — The Pruflian army had been 
recruited, in times of peace, from all parts of Germanyi 
and though this vrxypi recruiting may be very proper in 
luch times,, yet it cannot be expected to anfwcr in a ftate 
of actual war, efpecially an unfortunate war : becaule 
the fidelity of fuch foldicrs can never be fo much depended 
on as that of natives, who fervc their natural fovereign 
from principle, and not merely for pay, and who muft 
defert their country, their parents, and their friends, at * 
the fame time that fhey defert their prince, 
. § X. It will be proper hereto take noticftof fome events, 
which could ncrt eafily be mcnCtoned before without 
breaking through the order we have propofed to ourfelves 
in the writing of this hiftdry. — The Emprefs- Queen, 
fnore embittered than ever ^gainft the King of Pruflia and 
bis allies, recalled her miniflers, Coiint Coloredo and 
. ^onf. ^ohern, from I^ondon, towards thq beginning of 

■■■• h'ji 
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Juljr; and about the fame time Count Kaunitz, great chap. 
chancellor of the empire, informed Mr- Keith, the . ' ^ 

Brltifli minifter at Vienna, that the court of London, by 1757, 
the fuccours it had given, and dill continued to give^ the 
King of Pmilia, as well as by other circumftances relating 
to the p'refent ftate of affairs, having broken the folemn 
engagements which united this crown with the houfe of 
Auftria, her Majefty the Emprefs- Queen had thought 
proper to recall her minifter from England, and conic- ' 

quentiy to break oS* all correfpbndence. Mr, Keith, in 
'purfuance of this notice, fet out from Vienna on the 
twenty-ninth of July; as did alfo Mr, Defrollcf, his Bri- 
tannick Majefty's minifter at' the court of Brufleis, from 
this laft place, about the fame time. On the feventh of 
July, General Pifa, commandant of Oftend, Nieuport, 
and the maritime ports of Flanders, fent his adjutant to the 
Englifh vice-confut at Oftend, at fix o'clock in the morn- 
ing, to tell him, that by orders from his court allcomnyini'- 
cation with England was broke off"; and defired the vice- 
confut to intimate to the pacquet-boats andBritifh Clipping 
atOflend; Bruges, and Nieuport, to depart in twenty-four 
hours, and nut to return into any of the ports of the 
EmprefS'Queen till further difpofitions fhould be made. 
The reafona alledged by the court of Vienna for debar- 
ring the fubjeifts of his Britannick Majefty from the ufe, 
of thefe ports, obtained for the houfe of Auftria by the 
arms and treafures of Great- Britain, were, *' That her 
Imperial Majefty, the Emprefs- Qucert, could not, with 
indifference, fee England, inftcad of giving the fuccours 
iJue to her by the moft folemn treaties, enter into an 
alliance with her enemy the King of Pruffia, and aflually 
aftbrd him all manner of aj£ftance, affembling armies to 
bppofe thofe which the Moft Chriftian King, her ally, 
had fent to her aid, and fuffering privateers to exercifc 
open violence in her roads, under the cannon of her ports 
landcoafts, without giving the leatt fatisfaflion oranfwer 
Cothe complaints made on that account; and the King 
Of Great-Britain himfdf, at the very time flic was offering 
M 4 bin 
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BOOK him a neutrality for Hanover, publifhing by a mdTago to 

y ' J hU parliament, tha"t fhe had formed, with the Mofl: 
?7J7' Chf jftian -King, dangerous defigns s^aiufl that electorate : 
therefore, her Majelty, defirous of providing for the 
fecuiity of her pcwts, }udged it expedient to give the 
foremeationed orders ; and at the fame time to declaj*, 
that {he could no longer permit a free commuaication 
between her fubjefls and theEnglifh, which had hitherto 
been founded upon treaties that Great-Britain had, wLtb- 
put fcruple, openly violated."— Notwithflanding thelp 
orders, the EngliQi pacquet-hoats, with letters^ were 
allowed to pafs 3iS ufual to and from Uftend ; the miniO^cs 
of her Imperial Majefly wifely confidering how good a, 
revenue the podage of Englifli letters brings in to the poit- 
ofBce of the AuQrian Netherlands. Oftend and. Nieo- 
port, by order of her Imperial Maje&y> received each of 
(hem a French garrifon ; the farmer oii the nineteenth of 
July, and the latter the next day, under the camraand qf 
M' de la Motte, upon whofe arrival the_ AuQrian troops 
evacuated thofe places ; though the Emprefs-Queen fliU 
referved to herfelf, in both of them, the full, and free 
exercifeof all her rights of fovereignty ; to which purpofe 
an oath was adminiflered to the French commandant b^ 
her Majelly's minifter-plenipotentiary for the government 
of the Low Countries. At the fame time, their Imperial 
and Moft Chfiflian Majefties notified to the magiftracy of 
Hamburgh, that they muft not admit any Engiilh men of 
war, or tranfports, into their port, on pain of having a 
French garrifon impofed on them. The city of Guel- 
dres, which had been blocked up by the French ever fincp 
the beginning of fummer, wa? forced by famine to capitu- 
late on the twenty-fourth of Augull, and the garrifon 
. marched out with all the honours of war, in order to be 
ponditfled to Berlin : but fo many of them deferted,* that 
when they paJTed by C'ologn, the whole garrifon conllfted 
only of the commandant, and forty-feven men. By the 
furrender of this place the w|ioie country lay open to tha 
f rench and their allies quite, up to Magdebourgj and the 
gmprefs^ 
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Empteft-Quecn nnmcdratrfy received two hundred thou- CM a p. 
lud crowns from tbc revenues of CJeves and la Marcli;e . , 

atene. iji7, 

^ XI. To retmrii tw the affiiin more immediately re- 
lying to the King of Pruffia. The advanced polls of 
the Ptimce of Anhali-Deffaii at Pima were attaclccd on 
the letuhef Auguftbya bodyof hulTars, and other Irregu- 
lar troops of the Aufinans ; but the Pruffians foon obliged 
them to retire, with the lofs of fcveral hicn and two pieces 
of cannon. On the nineteenth of the fame month, early 
in the morning, a great number of Auftrian Pandoun 
fiirrounded a little taira called Gotllebe, in which t 
J'fuffian garrrfen was quartered, with a defign to take it 
hj furprife. The P^ndours attacked it on all fides, and 
in the beginning killed t^enty-threc Pruflians, and 
wounded many; but the Prnffians having rallied, re- 
pulfed the aflailants with great lofs. Thcfe, however, 
were but a fort ^ prelkides to mudr more dccifiv^ aifKona 
which happened foon- after. Krefia, which had hitherto 
been undifturbed this year, began now to ffeel the eSei^s 
of war. Baron Jahnus, an Aufhian colonel, entering 
iJiac country with only an handful of men, made himfelf 
mifter of Hrrfchberg, Waldenbcrg, GotteJburg, Fran- 
k«nftern, and Landlhut. They were, indeed, but open 
places, and he was repulfed in an attempt upon Strfgau, 
Ob the fide of Franconia the army of the empire was 
aflembling with all fpeed, under the Prince of Saxe-Hild- 
burghaufen; the French weremarchihg a fecond army 
from their interior provinces into Alface, in order to join 
the Iinperialifls : the firft divifion of their troops had 
already entered the empire, and Were advanced as far as 
Hanau. The Swedes were now preparing, with the ut- 
moft expedition, to fend a numerous army into Pomerania; 
and the Huflians, who, fince the taking of Memel, had 
not done the King of Pruffia' much damage, befides that 
of obliging him to keep an army in Pruflia to oppofe them, 
and interrupting the trade of Koninglbcrg by their fqua- 
(Jrcns, were again advancing with hafly firides towards 
Pruffia, 
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PfufGa, ' marking their ileps with horrid dcfolatioti. 
, field Marefchal Lehwald, who had been left in Pruffia, 
th an army of thirty thoufand men, to guard that king- 
dom during the abfence of his mafier, was encamped near 
Vclau, when the Ruffians, to the number of eighty thou- 
fand, after taking Memel, advanced againft the territories 
of the Pruflian King, whofe iituation now drew upon him 
the attention of all Europe, In the night between tbc 
feventh and eighth of Auguft, Colonel Malachowlki, one 
of Marefchal Lehwald's officers, marched to reconnoitre 
the pofition of the enemy, when a Ikirmifh happened^ 
which lafted near two hours, between his advanced ranks 
and a RulBan detachment, three times ftronger than the 
Fruffians. The Ruffians were repulfed, and fled into the 
woods, after having fifty men killed, and a great number 
wounded. The Pruifians ioH but one man, and had 
fourteen wounded. 

§ XII. Several other little (kirmiflies happened between. 
Qraggling parties of the two armies ; and the RuSGans 
went on pillaging, and laying'-wafle every thing before 
them, till at length the two armies having approached 
one another in Brandenburgh-Pruflia, Marefchal Leh- 
wald, finding it impojCble to fpare detachments from fo 
fmall a number as his was, compared to that of tbe enemy, 
to cover the wretched inhabitants from the outrages com- 
mitted on them by the Ruffian Coflacks, and other bar- 
barians belonging to them, judged it abfolutely nece{&ry 
to attack their main army, and accordingly, not wit h'llan cl- 
ing his great difadvantage in almofi every refpefl:, he re- 
folved to hazard a battle on the thirtieth of Auguft. The 
Ruffians, confifling, as we before obferved, of eighty thou- 
fand regulars, under the command of Marefchal Apraxin, 
avoiding the'open field, were entrenched in a moft ad- 
vantageous camp near NorkJtten, in Pruffia. Their army < 
was compofed of four- lines, each of which was guarded 
by an entrenchment, and the whole was defended by 
two hundred pieces of cannon, batteries being placed upon 
all the eminences. Marefchal Lehwald's army fcarcely 
amounted 
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amounted to thirty thoufand men. The a£lion began chap. 
M fire in the morning, and was carried on with fo much ' 

vigour, that the Pruffians entirely broke the whc^e firft 1757. 
line of tlie enemy, aod forced all their batteries. The 
Prince of Holftein-Gottorp, brother to the King of Swe- 
den, at the head of his regiment of dragoons, routed the 
Rufiian cavalry, and afterwards fell upon a regiment of 
grenadiers, which was cut to pieces; bat when the 
Pruffians came to the fecond entrenchment, Marefchal 
Lehwald, feeing that he could not attempt to tarry it with- 
out expofing his army too much, took the refolution to 
retire. The PruIKans returned to their former camp at 
Velau, and the RufEans remained in their prefem fitua- 
tion. The lofs of the Pruflians, little exceeding two thou- 
fahd killed and wounded, was immediately replaced out of 
the difciplined militia. The Ruffians loft a much greater 
number. General Lapucbin was wounded and taken 
prifoncr, with a colonel of theRulSan artillery, but the 
former was fent bacit on his parole. The Fruffian army 
had, at firft, made themfelves matters of above eighty 
pieces of cannon, but were afterwards obliged to abandon 
them, with eleven of their own, for want of carriages. 
Three Ruffian generals were killed j but the Pruffians loft 
no general or officer of diflin£lion, of which rank Count 
Dohna was the only one that was wounded. 

§ Xni. After this engagement, Marefchal Lchifrald 
changed the pofition of his army, by drawing towards 
'Peterfwald, and the Ruffians, iftcr remaining quite in- 
ai3ive till the thirteenth of September, on a fudden, to the 
great furprife of every one, retreated out of Pruffia, with 
fuch precipitation, that they left all their fick and wounded 
behind them, to the amount of fifteen or fixteen thoufand 
men, together with eighty pieces of cannon, and a consi- 
derable part of their military llores. Marefchal Apraxin 
mafked his defign by advancing all his irregulars towards 
the Pruffian army; fo that Marefchal Lehwald was not 
informedof it till the third day, when he detached Prince 
Ceor^ of Uolftnn with fen tboiUJud botle to purAie 
"■"'' . themi 
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them; but with littlehopts ©fcoming upwith them, » 
they made forced marches, in order to be the fooner in thtir 
own country. However, the Pruffians took fbme of them 
prifbners, and many ftraggleri were killed by the country 
people in their flight towards Tilfit, which they aban- 
doned, though they ftill kept Memel, and ftortly after 
added fome new fortifications to that place. They made 
their retreat in two columns, one of which direfled its 
courfe towards Meme! ; whilft the other took the ncircft 
way thrfcugh the bailiwick of Abfternen,2nd threw bridges 
.over the river Jura. Both columns burnt every village 
they pafiisd through without diftin<5tion. The Prullians 
were obliged to defift from the purfuit of thefe barbarians, 
beeaufe the bridges thrown over the river Memel bad been 
deftroycd by the violence of the ftream. The Ruffiaa 
army fufFered greatly for want of bread, as all the countries 
were ruined through which it pafTed, fo that they could 
procure no fott of fubfiftence hat herbage and rye bread. 
AJI the roads were ftrewed *ith dead bodies of men and 
horfes. The real caufe of this fudden retreat is as 
great a myfiery as the reafon of their flopping fo long the 
year before on the borders of Lithuania i though the oc- 
cafion of it is faid to have been the illnefs of the Czarina, 
who was feifed with a kind of apopleflick fit, and had 
made fome ncwregulation in cdfeofa vacancy of the throne, 
which rendered it expedient that the regular forces Qtould 
be at hand, to fupport the meafures taken by the govern- 
ment. 

§ XIV. The King of Pruflia, after remaining for fome 
tlm^ encamped between Bautzen and Goerlilz, .removed 
his head-quarters tci Bernftedel ; and oil the fifteenth of 
Auguft his army came in light of the Auftrian camp, and 
within cannon fhot of it : upon Which the Auflrians 
ftnicfc their tents, and drewf up in order of battle before 
their camp. The King formfed his army over agaiiift 
them, and immediately went Id reconnoitre the ground 
between- the armies; but, as it was then late, he deferred 
(he more exaft'Cxanrinatioif'Of that' drcumftance till the 
■ ■ tKXX 
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mifl iij. The two armies coatinued under arms all 
4ig|lt. Kext morning, at break of day, the King found , 
the Atiftrians encamped with their right at the river 
WeiAc; the lefl: of their army extended along a riling 
ground, at the foot of a mountain covered with woud, 
which prote£i£d their left, and before their front, at the 
bottom of the hill on whjch they were drawn up, was a 
fmall brook, paiTable only in three places, and for no more 
than four or £ve men a-breaft. Towards the left of 
their array was an opening, where three or four battalions 
might have matched in front : but behind it they had 
placed three lines of infjatry, and on a hi!) which flunked 
this opening, within mulket-fliot, were placed four thou- 
fmd foot, with forty or iifty pieces of canpon ; fo that, 
in reality, this was the ftrongeft part of their camp. The 
King left nothing undone to bring the Auflrians to a bat- 
tle i but finding them abfolutely bent on avoiding it, after 
lying four days before them, he and his army returned to 
their can^p at BernAedel. They were followed by fome 
of the enemy's -huiFars and Pandours, who, however, had 
bot the fatisfa^ton to take the fmalleft booty In this re- 
peat. The Aiiflrian army, which thus declined engaging, 
tvas, by their own account, an hundred and thirty thou- 
fand ftrong, more than double the number of the King of 
KufSa, who, the day he returned to BernAedel, after he 
bad retired about two thoufand yards, again drew up his 
army in line of battle, and remained fo upwards of an 
hour, but not a man flirted from the Audrian camp. 
The army of the Empire, commanded by the Prince of 
Saxe-Hildburghaufen, and that of the French under the 
Prince de Soubife, making together about fifty thotifand 
men, half af which were French, had by this time joinetl, 
and advanced as far as Erfurth in Saxony ; upon which 
llis Pruffian Majefty, finding that all his endeavours could 
not bring the Aui^rians to an engagement, fet out fiom 
Lufatia, accompanied by Marefchai Keith, ^ith fixteen 
battalions and forty fquadrons of his troops, and arrived 
«t Prefden on the twenty-ninth of AuguH, leaving the 

left 
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' ^tu ^ "^^ ^^ *^^ """y '" * ftrong camp, under the Prince of Be* 
%__ , -_^- ^ vcrn. With this detachment, which, by the junflion of 
*?S7- feVeral bodies of troops, aniounted to about forty thoufand 
men, he made a quick march, by the way of Leipzig, 
toftards Erfurth, to give battle to the united army of the 
French and the Empire. But by the time he arrived aC 
Erfurth, which was on the fourteenth of September, 
-the enemy, had retreated towards Goiha ; and upon his 
further approach, they retired to Eyefenach, where they 
entrenched themfelves in a very ftrong camp. His Ma- 
jefty's head-quarters were at Kirfchlaben, near Erfurth. 
Whi^le the two armies were thus fituated, Major-General 
Seydclitz, who occupied the town of Gotha, being in- 
formed, on the nineteenth, that a large body of the enemy 
was coming towards bjm, and that it confifted of two 
regiments of Auftrian huflars, one regiment of French 
huflars, and a detachment made Up of French grenadiers, 
'troops of the army of the Empire, and a great number of 
Croats and Pandours, retired, and pofted himfelf at fome 
diflance. The enemy immediately took pofTeiSon of the 
town and caftle ; but General Seydelitz, having been re- 
cnforced, attacked the enemy with fuch vigour, that he 
foon obliged them to abandon their new conqueft, and to 
. , rehire with great precipitation ; a report having been 

fpread, chat the Pruffian army was advancing againft them, 
with the King himfelf in perfon. The Pruflian huflars' 
took a confiderable booty on this occafion, and General 
Seydelitz fent prifoners to the camp one lieutenant- 
colonel, three majors, four lieutenants, and fixty.two 
foldiers of the enemy, who had alfo about an hundred and 
thirty killed. After this aftion his Pruflian Majefty ad- 
vanced near Eyefenach, \*ith a defign to attack the com' 
bined army; but they were fo ftrongly entrenched that he 
found it impraflicabte. His provifions falling fliort, be 
was obliged to retire towards Erfurth, and foon after to 
Naumburgh on the river Sala; whereupon the combined 
* army oiarcbed, and again took pofTeiEon of Gotha, Er- 

ft^-tb. 
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furth, and.Wcimarj which Uft place, however, they foon Chap. 
after quitted. ^ , -j- -^ 

§ XV. Upon the King of Pmffia's leaving Bernftedel, >?S7. 
the Auftrians toolc polTeJBon of it on the fixth of September, 
and made prifoners a Pruffian battalion which had been left 
there. The next day fifteen thoufand Aitflrians attaclced 
two battalions of General Winterfield's troops, being part 
of the Prince of Severn's army, who were ported on a high 
ground on the other fide of the Neifs, near HennerfdorSj 
in the neighbourhood of Goerlitz ; and, after being re- 
puUed feveral times, at lafl made themfelves mailers of 
the eminence. The lofs, in this a^ion, was confiderable 
on both fides, but greateft on that of the Pruflians, not fo 
much by the number of their flain, which fcarcely ex- 
ceeded that of the Auftrians, as by the death of their brave 
General Winter field, who, as he was leading up fuccours 
to the battalions that were engaged, received a (hot from 
a cannon, of which he died the night following. The 
Generals Nadafti and Clerici, Count d'Arberg, Colonel 
Elrickhaufen, and feveral other officers of diAin£lion, were 
wounded, and the young Count of Groefbeck and' the 
Marquis d'Afque killed, on the fid% of the Auftrians, who 
took fix pieces of the Pruffian cannon, fix pair of their 
colours, and made General Kemeke, the Count d'Anhalt, 
and fome other officers, prifoners. After this ikirmifb, 
the Prince of Bevein, with the Pruflian army under his 
command, retreated fron\ Goerlitz to Rothenberg, then 
paffed the Queifs at SygerfdorfF, from whence he marched 
to Buntztau, in Silefia, and on the firft of Oflober reached 
Breflau, without fuflering any lofs, though the numerous 
army of the Auftrians followed him for fome days, f Upon 
his arrival there, he chofc a very ftrong camp on the other 
fide of the Oder, in order to cover the city of Breflau, to 
the fortifications of which he immediately added feveral 
aew works. Though neither fide had any very fignal 
advantage in this engagement, more thnn that the Auftri- 
ans remained matters of the field, yei great rejoicings wcie 
aiade at Vienna on- account of- it. The death of 
General 
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BOOK General Wtnterfield was, indeed, an irreparable lofs ta 

. ' . his Pruffian Majcfly, who received at the fame time the 
J757. news of this misfortune, and of the Swedes having now 
xftually begun hofttlities in Pometania. 

§ XVI. A body of the French, who, let locffc againft 
the King of Pruffia by the ever-memofable and fhameful 
COnventiaa of Clofler- Seven, had entered the territories of 
Halberftadt and Magdeburgh, were worfted atKglen.by 
a party of fix hundred men, under the coinmand of Count 
.Horn, whom Prince Ferdinand of Brunfvficlt had detached 
from a body of troops with which his Pruffian Majefty 
had fent him to defend thofe countries. The Pruffians 
took prifoners the Count of Lufignan, colonel, eighteen 
other French officers, and four hundred fuldiers, and made 
ihcmfclves maflers of a confiderable booty in baggage, &c, 
with the lofs of only two men ; and, moreovery a French 
officer and forty men were made prifoners at Halberlladt. 
Upon this check the French evacuated the country of 
Halberdadt for a little while, but returning again on the 
, twenty-ninth of September, with a conlidetable re-en- 
forcemcnt from Marefchal Richelieu's army, which he 
now could eafily fpare. Prince Fcrdinind was obliged to 
Jetlrc to WInfleben, near the city of Magdeburgh. The 
dangers which had been hitherto kept at a dlAance from 
the PnilBan dominions, by the fuipridng activity of their 
king, now drew nearer, and menaced them on all iides. 
Marefchal Richelieu, with eighty battalions and an hun- 
dred fquadrons, entered the country of Halberftadt, and 
levied imtnenfe contributions; whilft the allied army of 
the French and Imperialifls, being joined by fix thoufand 
men under General Laudohn, who had juft defeated 3 
regitnenc of Pruffian cavalry near Erfurth, marched to 
Weiflcnfels, a city in the very centre of Tburingia. The 
Swedes bad adtualty iftken fome towns in Pome rani a, and 
Were advancing to befiege Sietia, and the Audrians, Who 
bad made themfelves mailers of Lignltz, and a con£de4- 
«ble part of Silefla, had now laid Itege to SchweidAitz, 
wad vrsK prepaiing to pa£i the Oder, in order to attack 
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tTie Prince of Bevern in his camp -near Brellau. In the 
mean time, they made frequent, and always deftru£ttve 
incurAons into Bfandenbufgh ; to oppofe which his 
Pruffian Majefly ordered detachments from all his regi- 
ments in thofe parts to join the militia of the country; 
and fcnt the Prince of Anhalt DeOau from Leipzig, with 
a body often tnoufartd men, to guard Berlin, whflft be 
himfdf marched with the troops under his command to 
Interbeclc, on the frontier of the Lower Lufatia, to be the 
more at hand to cover Brandenburgh, and preferve tbs , 
communication with Silefia. 

§ XVIL While thefe precautions were taking. Central 
Haddick, with fifteen or fixtcen thoufand Au{h-iaAs, en- 
tered Brandenburgh on the ftxtccnth of O^ober, and 
the next day arrived before Bctlin, of which city he de- 
manded^ a contribution of fix hundred thoufand crowns, 
but contented himfcif with two hundred and ten thoufand. 
Xhe Auftrians pillaged two of the fuburbs, but before they 
could do any further mifchief they were obliged to retire 
in great hafte, at the approach of the Prince of Anhalt 
Deffau, whofe van-guard entered the city in the evening 
of their departure. This alarm, however, obliged the 
Queen and the royal family of Fruffia to remove to Mig- 
deburgh on the twenty-third ; and the moft valuable re- 
cords were fent to the fort of Spandau, at the conflux of 
the Havel and the Sphre. On the other hand, the un- 
fortunate inhabitants of Leipzig now felt moft feverely the 
cruel effeSs of the power of their new mafter. The 
PruStan commandant in that city had, by order of his 
King, demanded of them three hundred thoufand crowns, 
a fum far greater than it was in their power to raife. 
This truth they reprefented, but in vain. The Diort 
time allowed them to furnilh their contingents being ex- 
pired, and all their efforts to comply with this demand 
having proved ineffeflual, they were fut^eiaed to the ri- 
gours of mifitary execution; in confequencc of which 
their houfes were occupied by the foldiery, who feifed 
upon the bed apartments, and lived at difcretton ; but 
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BOOK the- f urn demanded could not bcfound. Such was' the 
^ . ' _j fituacion of this diftreffed city, when, on the fifteenth of 
(7.S7- O^ober, an eKprefs arrived, with advice that his PrulSan 
Majefty would foon be there; and accordingly he arrived 
a few minutes after, attended by hi^ life guurds. At the 
^ame tioie, a rumour was fpread that the city would be 
delivered up to pillage, which threw the inhabitants into 
the utmod conAernacion. Their fears, however, in that 
> lefpeft were foon abated, by his Maje{ly's declaring that 
he was- willing to fpare the place, upon condition that 
half the fum required fbould be immediately paid. All. 
that could be done was to coiled among the merchantE, 
traders, and others, fifty ihoufand crowns ; bills of Ex- 
change were drawn upon Amflerdam and London for 
feventy ihoufand crowns, and hoftages were given, by 
way of fccurity for the payment of thirty thoufand mors- 
w;ithin a ticne which was agreed on> But Hill, notwith- 
flanding this, the military execution was continued, even- 
with greater rigour than before, apd all the comfort the 
wretched inhabitants could obtain was, that it (hould 
ce a fe whenever advice Ihould be received that their bills 
wereaccepted. 

§XVI1I. The King of Pruflia had tried fcveral times 
to bring the combined army under the Princes Saxe- 
Hildburghaufen and Soubife to an engagement upon fair 
ground; but fiudingthem bent on declining it, notwith- 
ftanding the fupsriority of their numbers, he had rccourfe 
to one of thofc ftrokijs in war, by which a general is belief 
feen than by the gaining of a vi£tory. He made a feint, 
foon after the beginning of Odiober, as if he intended 
nothing more than to. ftcure his own dominions, and march 
his army into winter- quarters back to Berlin, leaving 
Marcfchal Kelih, wiili only ffvcn or eight thoufendmen,- 
lo defend Leipzig. Upon this the enemy took courage, 
paffed the Sala, and h.iving marched up to the city, fum- 
moncd ths Mjrcfchal to furrender, to which he anfwered. 
That the Kmg, his mailer, had ordered him to defend the- 
place to the Uft exixemiiy, "and he would obey bis orders. 

The 
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The enemythen thought ofbefieging the city i but, berore Ch a p. 
they could prepare any one implement for that purpofc, ^'''' 
they were alarmed by the approach of the King of PrulEa, 1757 
Vhoyjudging that his feint would probably induce them to 
take the (tep they did, had, by previous and private orders, 
collefied togeiher all his diftant detachments, fome of > 

which were twenty leagues afunder, and was advancing, 
by long marches, to Leipzig ; upon notice of which tlie 
enemy rcpaffed the Sala. The Pniffian army was reafiem- 
bled on the twenty-feventh of Oflober, and remained at * 

Leipzig the twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth, when every 
body cxpeifted a battle would be fought in the plains of 
Lutzen. On the thirtieth the King drew nigh that place, 
and on the thirty-firft, in his way through WeifienfcJs 
and Merefbourg, he made five hundred men prilbncrs of 
war. The combined army had repalled the Sala at VVeif- 
fenfels, Merelhourg, and Halle, where they broke down 
the bridges, but thefc were foon repaired, and the whole 
Fruflian army, amounting to no more than twenty thou- 
fand men, having paOed that river, through the fe towns, 
in each of which they left a battalion, joined again on the. 
third of November, in the evening, over-againft the enemy, 
whofe forces confided of forty thoufand French, and 
twenty-five thoufand Imperialllls. On the fifth, abouC 
nine o'clock in the morning, the Pruffians received intel- 
ligence that the eneniy were every where in motion. 
They likewife heard the drums beating the march, and, 
fo near were the two armies to each other, plainly perceived 
from their camp, that their whole infantry, which had 
drawn nearer upon the rifing grounds over againft them, 
was filing ofF towards their right. No certain judgement 
could, however, yet be formed of the enemy's real defign, 
and as they were in want of bread, it was thought proba- 
ble that they intended to repafs the Unftrut : but it wai 
foon perceived that their fevera) motions were contra- 
diiSory to each other. At the fame time that fome of 
their infantry were filing off towards their right, a Iarg« 
body of cavalry wheeled round towards their i'eft, dJrcft- 
N 2 jng 
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BOOK tng its march all along to the rifing grounds with which - 

^^ ' J the whole Pfuffian camp, that lay in a bottom between 

1757, the villages of Rederow and Rolbach, was furrounded, 

within the reach of large cannon. Soon after that, the ca> 

vaJry were feen to halt, and afterwards to fall back to the 

right ; thoLtgh fome of them Hill remained where they 

were, whilfl the reft marched back. About two in the 

afternoon the doubts of the Pruffians were cleared up ; 

it plainly appearing then that the enemy Intended to attack 

them, and that their difpofitions were made with a view 

to furround them, and to open the aflion by attacking 

them in the rear, A body of referve was pofted over 

againft Rederow^ to fall upon their routed troops, in cafe 

. they fliould be defeated, and to prevent their retiring to 

Merefburgh, the only retreat which could then have 

been left them. In this fituation the King of PrulEa re- 

folved to attack them. His Majelly had determined to 

make the attack with one wing only, and the difpodtion 

of the enemy made it neccfTary that it fhould be the left 

wing. The very inftant the battle was going to begin, 

his Majefty ordered the general who commanded the 

right wing to decline engaging, to take a proper poGtion 

in confequence thereof, and, above all, tg prevent his 

being furrounded. All the cavalry of the right wing of 

the PrufEans, except two or three fquadrons, had afread/ 

inarched to the left at full gallop ; and being arrived at 

the place al&gned them, they formed over againft that of 

the enemy. They then moved on immediately, the 

enemy's advanced to nieet them, and the charge was verjr 

fierce, feveral regiments of the French coming on with 

great refolution. The advantage, however, was entircIjF 

on the fide of the Pruffians. The enemy's cavalry being 

routed, were purfued for a confiderable time with great 

fpirit, but having afterwards reached an eminence, which 

gave them an opportunity of rallying, the PrulHan cavali/ 

fell upon .them afrcfh, and gave them fo total a defeat, 

that ihey fled in the utirofl diforder. This happened at 

four in the afternoon. WhilA the cavalry of the Pruffians 

charge<^ 
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charged, their infantry opened. The enemy cannonaded CH ap. 
them brifldy during this interval, and did fome execution, ^ 'j 
but the Pruffian artillery was not idle. After this can- 1757. 
tionading had continued on bbth fides a full quarter of an 
hour, without the lead intermiflion, the £re of [he infan- 
try began. The enemy could not (land it,'nor refift the 
valour of the PruHian foot, who gallantly marched up to 
their batteries. The batteries were carried one after ano- 
ther, and the enemy were forced to give way, which they 
did In great <;onfurton. As the left wing of the Pruffians 
advanced, the right changed its pofition, and having foon 
met with a fmall rifing ground, they availed themfelves of 
it, by planting it with lixtcen pieces of heavy artillery. 
The fire from thence was partly pointed at the enemy's 
right, to increafe the diforder there, and loolc their left 
wing in front, which was exceffively galled thereby. At 
five the vidtory was decided, tbe.cannonading ceaf«d, and 
the enemy fled on all fides. They were purfued as long 
as there was apy light to diiVinguiQi them, and it may be 
iaid, that night alone was the prcfervation of this army, 
which had been Co formidable in the morning. They 
took the benefit of the darlcnefs to hurry into Fryburgh, 
and there to repafs the Unftrut, which they did on th^ 
morning of the fixth, after a whole night'.s march. The 
King of PrulTia fet out early in the morning to purfue 
them with alt his cavalry, fupported by four battalions qf 
grenadiers, the infantry fallowing them in two columns. 
The enemy had pafled the Unftrut at Fryburgh, when the 
Pruflians arrived on its banks, and as they had burnt the 
bridge, it became neccfTary to make another, which, how- 
ever, was foon done. The cavalry pafTed firft, but could 
not come up with the enemy til! five in the evening, upon 
the hills of Eckerfberg. It was then too late to force 
chem there, for which reafon the King thought proper to 
canton his army in the neareft villages, and to be fjtisfied 
with the fuccefs his hulTars had in taking near three hun- 
dred baggage- waggons, and every thing they contained, 
fhc yrhoh lofs of the Pruffiant, in this important engage- 
N 3 mcnt, 
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BOOK ment, did not exceed five hundred men killed and- 
■ ' , wounded. Among the former was General Meincke, 

I7J7. and among the latter Prince Henry and General Seyde- 
litz, Thecnemy loft fixly-four pieces of cannon, a great 
many ftandards and colours, near three thoufand men 
killed on the field of battle, and upwards of eight thoufand 
. taken prifoners, among whom were feveral generals, and 
other officers of diftindion. Three hundred waggons 
were f^nc to Leipzig, laden with wounded French and 
Swifs. ' Upon the approach of the Pruffians towards 
EckcrCberg, the enemy retreated with great precipitation' ; 
and, after marching all night, arrived the next day at Er- 
furth, in the utmoft want of every necefiary of life, not 
having had a morfel of bread for two days, during which 
they had been obliged to live upon turneps, radifties, and 
other roots, which they dug out of the earth. The French, 
under the Duke de Richelieu, were preparing to go into 
winter-quarters ; but, upon the news of this defeat of the 
combined army, they again put themfelves in motion, and 
a large detachment of them advanced as far as Duderftadt, 
to favour the retreat of their countrymen under the Prince 
de Soubife, who, with great precipitancy, made the heft of 
their way from Erfiirth to the county of Hohenftein, and 
from thence bent their march towards Halberftadt. Of 
the remains 'of the Imperial army, which was now almoft 
entUcly difperfed, whole bodies deferted, and went ovcMo 
the King of Praffia, foon after this battle. 

§ XIX. WhilfthisPruffianMajeftywasthusfuccefsfia 
againft the French and Imperialifts, the Auftrians, who 
had carefully avoided coming to an open engagement with 
him, gained ground a-pace ^n'Silefia. A detachment of 
their army, under the command of Count Nadafti, had 
already inverted Echwcidnitz, and opened the trenches 
before it on the twenty-fixth of October. The Pruflian 
gr.rrifon, commanded by General de la Motie Fouquet, 
determined to defend the place as long as poffibic } and 
accordingly on the thirtieth ihey made a fally, in which 
they killed, wounded, and took prifoneis, eight hundred 

of 
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«f the befi^rSf and did fome damage to their warks ; but * 
on chc lixih of November the Auttrians began to can- 
nonade the city furioutly, and on tb:. eleventh made thern- 
felves mafters of the ramparts by alTaalt. The garrifon, 
however, having talcen care, during the fiege, to throw up a 
iliong entrenchment in the marlcet-place, retreated thither, 
and held out till the next day, when they furrendered 
themfelvcs prifoners of war. After the reduiflion of this 
place. General Nadafti, leaving in it a fufficlent garrifun, 
marched with the remainder of his troops, and joined the 
main army of the Auilrians, under the command of Prince 
Charles of Lorraine and Marefchal Daun, who, whilft he 
was bufied in the fiege ofSchweidnitz, had invelled Bref- 
lau on the left of the Oder; the Prince of Hcvecn de- 
fending it on the right, where he was {lron|ly encamped, 
with his little army, under the cannon of (he city. The 
whole army of the Auttrians being now realTembled, 
and intslligence halving Been brought, not only 'of the 
King of Pruflia's late vit^ory near Leipzig, but alfo that 
he was advancing to the lelief of the Prince of Ijevern, it 
was refolved immediately to attack the laft in his en- 
trenchments. Accordingly, on the twenty- fecond of No- 
vember,. about nine in the morning, the AuHrians began 
a moft furious difchargc of their cannon, forty of which 
were twenty-four pounders, and this continued without 
ceafing till one, when it was fuccceded bv a fevcrc fire of 
their fmall arms, which lafted till five in the evening. 
The PrulHans, with undaunted refolution, flood two of 
the moft violent attacks 'ihac were ever made, but at the' 
third, overpowered by numbers, and. aiTaiied on both fides,. 
they began to lofe ground, and were forced to retire from 
one entrenchment to another. In this extremity, ni^ht 
coming on, the Pruflian generals fearing their entrench- 
ments would be entirely forced, and that they fh'iuld then 
be totally defeated, thought proper to retreat. "I tic Prince 
ofBevern, with the greateft part of the army, retired to 
an eminence on the banks of the Oder, whiift the reft 
ef the troops threw themfelves into BwHau, which they 
N 4 might 
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ght have defended, in all probability, till the King had 
^ come up to its relief. But, on the twenty- fourth, thdr 
,, commander in chief, the Prince of Bevernj going to re- 
connoitre the enemy, with only a fingle groom to atterKl 
}MnR, ft\l in among a party of Croats, who toolc him pri- 
fener*. His army, thu« tleprived of (heir general, re- 
treated northward that night, leaving, in Breflau on\y 
four battalions, who, the next Aiy, furrendered the p)Ke 
by capitulation, one of tha articles of which was, that they 
fbould not ferve agalnft the Kinprefs, or her allies, far two 
years. All the magazines, chefts, artillery, &c. remained 
in the bands of the Auflrians. The garrifon marched out 
with all military honours, condu£led by General LefwitK, 
goverrKM' of Breflau. Though the Auflrians fung Te 
£>eum for this victory, they owned that fuch another would 
put an end to their array, for it coA them the lives of 
twelve tboufand men ; a number almofi equal to ibe 
whol« of the PiuiEan army before the battle. They bad 
four aim oil iiiacceSbleentrenchmenis to force, planted 
thick with cannon, which fired cariridge-lbot from nine 
in cho morning till the evening, and the Piuffians, wbea 
Mtacked, were never once put inio the lead: confujion. 
AiQong th« flain, on the fide of the Auflrians, were Ge- 
neral tVurben, and feveral other officers of diftinfiion. 
The lofs of the Pruffians did not much exceed ihicc thou- 
fand men, in killed, wounded^ and prifoners, of which 
_ laft 

* We lie cold, thaf hemilloDlc tbefeCroattfpr Praffiao bvlTiR. Bntfoma 
■f the clrcumAancts of this myltet.ous afTaii were inteipieted inlo a prcincdi- 
taled delign in che Prince to be taken prifoner. It cannot oiherwife be Tnp- 
poftdthatJinanofhisranlc, a prince, a commander in chief, Oiouid ofEcioufly 
Bodertake the al*ajidirg«ro«tIaik of reconnoitring tlio enemy, witfafoJIiglic 
an attendance as only one man, and chat but agtoom, even if he had judged it 
neceffary to fee thiogi with hia own ejcs. Some fetiet diflatjsfaaion. hitheito 
unknown to us, may pollibiy have teen theiaufeof his taking iliis Jlep; or, 
whith feems Dill more probable, he might be afljamed, or, p«hap3,'even 
ahtiii, to fee the King big maAer, after having fo injudicioufly abandoned the 
^efenjis of Biellau, by (juitting hi^ lines, which, it ii aflerCed, iiis Pruffian 
Majellyhad renthioi eiprefsordersnol toijuit onany account whatever, for 
that he would certainly b« withLJm by the fifth of Dec«mbet, in «hkb we 
^ttl find ha k«pt hi» insi, -• .'<'<! 
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laft there were about fixtceii hundred. Their General *=^,*''- 
Kleift was found dead on the field of battle ■ , -.- , j 

§ XX. The King of Pruffia, who, like Caefar, thought 1757. 
nothing was done while any thing wai left undone, flaid 
no longer at Roibach than till the routed forces of the 
French and Imperialifla, whom he had defeated there on 
the fifth of November, were totally difperfed. Then he 
marched directly with the greateft part of his army for 
Silefia, and-on the twenty-fourth of that month arrived 
at Naumburg on the Queifa, a little river which runs into 
the Bobber, having in his route detached Marefchal 
Krith, with the reft of his army, to clear Saxony from all 
.the Auftrian parties, anid then to malte an irruption into 
Bohemia, a fervice which he performed fo e(Fe<5tually as 
to raife luge contributions in the circles of Satz and 
Leitmeritz, and even to give an alaVm to Prague itfelf. 
His Majefty tefcrved for himfelf only fifteeri thoufand men, 
with whom he advanced, with his ufual rafudity, to 
BaFchwitx, where, notwiihlLmding all that had happened 
at Schweidniu and at Breflau, be was joined by twenty- 
four thoufand more ; part of them troops which he had 
ordered from Saxony, part the remains of the army lately 
commanded by the Prince of Bevern, and part the late 
garrifon of Schweidniiz, which had found means to 
clcape from the Aullrians, and accidentally joined thdv 
King upon his march*. With this force, though greatlf 
inferior in number to that of the enemy, he refolved to 
attack the Aultrians, who were entrenched at LiOa, near 
Sreflau." 

■ Whilft [be Auftiiana ifere condudlng thtm to prilan, on tfacir nat» 
Aey chanced to hear of chc viftoiy iheii miftci bid gained nt Rofliach. Aiti* 
mated b; thele cidlngt, ibej anantnioulTjr role upon the efcoit thit guirdel 
Atm, which, happening not to be very ftrong, they eotitely difperfed, ThtU 
freed, (bey marched on, not very eertaia of their way, ip hopu to lejoiafbdic- 
coiji of the PnilKaa uoDps, their coiuitiyineq, The lame foituae whicli 
freed them led them direAly la the timj commanded by the King hjmfclf, 
which w^i balhnJDg til their relief, ii welt ai Co that of the Prince of Be- 
Tcni. Thii uDixpefted meeting w» eqntlly pleaGng to both, Che prifenen 
not having heard any thing of hii Majifiy'i rauch i ind aC iba jame time, 
thii iaclcy incident, whilft itadded a cao&letable Orength tothe army, addei 
lileewire to id confidence, for the llighccft dgchikdc* u conftnied inta u aincii| 
t|f Mk amy il the ere of an •ogigemeat. 
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BOOK Breflau. On the fourth of December he feifed upon th^ir 
^ ' f ovens at Neuinarck, and upon a cnnfiderable magazine, 

'757- guarded by iwo rfgimencs oi Cro-is, who reiired to a 
■ rifing ground, where his MaJeiVy ordered his huflars to 
furround them, and fend a trum|.et to fummon them lo 
furrender themielvesprifonerof war. Upon their refufal, 
the hulTars of Zitben fell upon them fabre in hand, and 
fome hundreds of ihem having been cut in pieces,-the reft 
threw down their arras, begging for (}uarier on their knees. 
After this feifure, and after having diiltibuted to his army 
(he bread prepared for his enemies, he began again the " 
next iuorning his march towards Lifia. General Zitben, 
who led the vanguard of light horfe, about feven in the 
morning fell in wiiha body of Aullrian hulTars, and.thrce 
regiments of Saxon dragoons, which were the very beft 
cavalry the enemy had left after the battle of the twenty- 
fecond. They had been detached by the Atiftrians, in 
order to retard the King's march, and to ctinceal their own, 
till their batteries fliould be completed ; for, as they held 
the fmall number of the Pruflians in contempt, their in- 

' tcntion was to have met the King two German miles from 

their entrenchments. The Auftrian cavalry having been 
Yigoroufly repulfed to a confiderable diflance. General 
Zitheu perceived that their whole army was forming. 
He immediately acquainted the King with what he hat! 
difcovereJ, and hisMajefty, after having himfelf obferved 
the difporiii^n of the enemy, made his own with that fa- 
gaciiy and defpateh fnri^hich he haS' always been re- 
markable. The aflion began by attacking a' battery of 
forty pieces of large cannon, which cbvered the right wing 
of the enemy. The two baitalityns of guards, with ths 
regiments of the Margrave Charles and of Itzenplitz, 
inarched up, amidft a moll terrible fire, to the very 
mouths of the cannop, with their bayonets fcrevfed. In 
this attack the Pruffiaris fuiiaiDcd their greateft lofs, though 
the battery was carried as foon almoft as they could reach 
it: then the enemy's artillery, now turned againft them- 
felveS] played furio.ufiy upon thetn wi:h their own powder. 
t'TQTR 
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From that iaftant the two wings and the centre of the 
Prufllans continued to drive the enemy hcfore ihsm, a 
vancing all the time with that firm and regular pace for 
which they have always been renowned, without ever 
halting or giving way. The ground which the Auftri- 
ans occupied was very advantageous, and every circam- 
Ilance that could render it more fo had been improved to 
the utmoft by the diligence and fkill of Count Daun, who, 
remembering his former fuccefs, was emboldened to enter 
the lifts agairi with his royal antagonift. The Pruflians, 
however, no way terrified by the enemy's fituation, nor 
their numbers, went calmly and dreadfully forward. It 
was almolt impoffible, in the beginning, for the Pruflian 
cavalry to afl, on account of the impediments of fallen 
trees, which the enemy had cut down and laid in the field 
of battle, to retard their approach ; but a judicious difpo- 
iition which the King made overcamcthat difadvantagc. 
■When he firft formed his army, he had placed four bat- 
talions behind the cavalry of his right wing, forefeeing 
that General Nadafti, who was placed with a corps of re- 
serve on the enemy's left, defigned to take him in Rank. 
It happened as he had forefeen, this general's horfe at- 
tacked the King's tight wing with great fury ; but he 
was received with fo feverea fire from the four battalions, 
that he was obliged to retire in diforder. The enemy 
gave way on all lides, but at Tome diflance recovered 
themfelves, and rallied three times, animated by their offi- 
cers, and by the fupcriority of their numbers. Every 
time they made a ftand, the Pruflians attacked them with 
redoubled vigour, and withfuccefa equal to their bravery. 
Towards night, the enemy, ftill retreating, fell into dif- 
order. Their two wings fled in confufion ; one of them, 
clofely preffed by the King, retired towards Breflau, and 
took {belter under the cannon of riiat city ; the other, 
•purfued by the greateft pairt of the light cavalry, took 
their flight towards Canth and Schweidnitz. Six thou- 
fend Auftrian* fell in this engagement, and the Pruflians, 
who bad only hve hundred men killed, and two thoufand 

three 
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BOOK three hundred wounded, made upwards of ten iboufand of 
,_ ."._ ; the enemy prifoners, among whom were two hundred 
ijST- and ninety-one officers. They alfo took an hundred and 
iixteencannon, fifty- one colours and ftandards, and four 
thoufand waggons of ammunition and haggage. The con- 
fequences that followed this vidtory declared its import- 
ance. Future ages will read with aftonifb men t> that the 
fame priilce, who but a few months before feemed on 
the verge of inevitable ruin, merely by thedlnt of hisown 
abilities, without the affiftaiice of any friend whatever^ 
with troops perpetually harrafTcd by long and painfuj 
marches, and by continual Ikirmiflies and battles, not only 
retrieved his aifairs, which almoft every one except him- 
felf thought paft redrefs ; but, in the mldfl of winter, in 
countries where it was judged next to impoffible for any 
troops to keep the iield at that feafon, conquered the united 
force of France and the Empire at Kolbach on the fifth of 
November, and on the fame day of the very next month, 
with a great part of the fame army, was at LifTa, where he 
again triumphed over all the power of the houfe of Auftria. 
Purfuing his advantage, he immediately inveAed Breflau, 
and within two days after this great vi£tory every thing 
was in readinefs to befiege it in form. His troops, fluOied 
with fuccefs, were at firft for Itorming it, but the Kin^ 
knowing the ftrength of the garrifon, which con&fled of 
tipwards of thirteen thoufand men, and confidering both 
the fatigues which his own foldiers had lately undergotte, 
and the fatal confequences that might enfue, fltould they 
fail offuccefs in this attempt, ordered the approaches to 
be carried on in the ufual form. His commands were 
obeyed, and Breflau furrendered to hiin on the twentieth 
of December in the morning. The garrifon, of which 
ten thoufand bore arms, and between three and four tbou- 
/and lay fick or wounded, were made prifoners of war. 
Fourteen of thefe prifoners were officers of high rank. 
The military cheft, a vaft treafure, with eighty pieces of 
cannon, fell into the hands of the viAort, who lod only 
^oitt ty/caty taea in their approaches. Duriag the Cege, a 
piaga^inc 
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magazine of powder was fet on fire by a bomb, which chap. 
occafionet] great confufion among the befieged, and da- . . ' 
maged one of the ballions. The Jlrong fortrefs of 1757. 
Schweidnitz llill remained in the enemy's pofleJKon, de- 
fended by a garrifon fo numerous, that it might be com- 
pared CO a fmall army, -and whiin that continued lb, ths 
King of PrulGa's victories in Silefia were of no decif^vc 
^eSt, For this reafo;], though it was now the dead of 
winter, and the foldiers flood in need of repofe, his Ma> 
jefly refolved, if poffibie, to become maflerofthat place 
before the end of the year ; but as a clofe fiegc was im- 
practicable, a blockade was formed, asflridlyas the rigour 
of the feafon would permit*. It was not, however, till 
the beginning of the cnfuing campaign that this place was 
taken. The Prullians opened their trenches before it on 
the third of April, one thou fan d feven hundred and iifty« 
eight, and' ereSed two large bakeries, which kept a con- 
tinual fire upon the town. The artillery of the befiegers 
confifted of three hundred pieces of cannon, of diflerent 
dimenfions, and eighty mortars ; an amazing artillery, 
and fuch as we have never heard of in former campaigns. 
On the night of the fourteenth, the Pruflians carried one 
of the chief works by afTauIi, andlodged themfelves there- 
in; the commandant capitulated the next day, with the 
garrifon, which was now greatly reduced in number, be- 
ing not half of what it amounted to at the beginning of 
the blockade. Thus, all the parts of Silefia which the 
King of Pruffia had loft by one unfortunate blow fell again 
into his polTeHion ; and his affairs, which but a few months 
before feemed irretrievable, were now re-eflablilhed. upon 
a firmer bafis than ever. The PruiEan parties not only 
re-poffeffed themfelves of thofe parts of Silefia which be- 
longed to their king, but penetrated into the Auftrian di- 
vilion, reduced Ja^erndorf, Troppaj, Tretchen, and 
feveral 

■ Such waitherigour of the feifoD, ibat fome hundmls of tli« fcntlaeli 
dropped duw'j d«jd an their levenl palis, unable t j luitdj i thi rcvElicy of [he 
csM. Tbt Gcrmuis lie uodtr the genaal tcproach ot' paying very little it- 
laid to the lives jf their fgidiets, and indeed this prufliee of winLer-cimpaipit 
iafudiacaldcaiiatlY berpeafcliciy little legacltv the <UAatu of hiimaaliy. 
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BOOK, fcveral other places, and left the Emprefs-C^een fcarce 

"|'_ ^ any footing in that country, in which, a few days before, 

1757. Ihe reckoned her dcminion perfeifljy eftabJifhed. 

§ XXI. The Swedes, after many debates between their 
king and fenate, had at length refolvcd upon an open 
declaration againft the King of PrufHa, and, in confe- 
quence of that refolution, fent To many troops into Pome- 
rania, that, by the end of Augult, their army in that 
country amounted to twenty-five thoiJand men. Their 
lirfta^tof hoftility was the feifure of AncJam andDemmin, 
two towns that lay in the way to Stetin, againft which 
their principal dcfign was levelled. But before they 
proceeded farther, General Hamilton, their commander,' 
by way of juftlfying the condu£t of his mafter, publifhed 
a declaration, fetting forth, " That the King of Sweden, 
as guarantee of the treaty of Weflphalia, coutd not help 
fending his troops Into the upper part of the duchy of 
Pomerania belonging to the King of Pruffia; and that, 
therefore, all the officers appointed to receive the publick 
rerenue in that country muft pay what money they bad 
in their hands to him, who was commiflioned to receive 
it for his Swedifli Majefty: That, moreover, an cxaa 
account was required, 'within eight days, of the reve- 
nues of the country ; but that no more than ordinary con- 
tributions would be demanded of the ihhabitants, who 
might reft alTured that the Swedifli troops Ihould obferve 
the ftrii5left difcipline;" After this declaration they at- 
tacked the little fortrefs of Penemunde, upon the river 
Pene, and on the twenty-third of September, after 
a fiegc of nine days, obliged the garrifon, which 
confifted only of militia, to fijrrender themfelves 
prlfoners of war. This alternative the command- 
ing officer chofe, rather than engage not to ferve 
for two years, obferving, that fuch an engagement was 
inconfifleiit with his honour, whilft his prince had fo 
much occafioo for his fervice;. and the Swcdilh general, 
touched with this noble way of thinking, was, on his 
part, fo generous as to give him his liberty^ On the 
other 
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•ther hand. General Manteuftell, who commanded the 9^^ *"• 
Fiuffian forces then in Pomerania, amounting to twelve .^ -J 
thoufand men, with whom he wasencamped before Stetin, t7j7. 
to cover that place, publilhed in anfwer to this a de- 
claration, enjoining the inhabitants of Pomerania to 
remain faithful to the King of Pruffia, their lawful 
fovere'gn, under pain of incuning his jud indignation, 
and abfolutely forbidding them to pay any regard to the 
Swediib manifello. 

§ XXII. In the mean time, Marefchal Lehwald, im- 
tnediaiely after the battle of Norkitten, when the Ruffians 
began their retreat, detached Prince George of HotRein- 
Gottorp, with a confiderable body of forces, to the re- 
lief of Pomerania ; and, fhordy after, the Ruffian forcet 
having totally evacuated every part of Pruilia, except 
Memel, and moll of them being adtually gone into 
winter-quarters, he himfelf followed, with an additional 
re -enforcement of fixteen thoufand men. Upon his ap- 
proach, the Swedes, who were then encamped at Ferdi- 
naridfboff, and had begun to fill up the harbour of Swinne- 
munde, by way of previous preparation for the fiege of 
Stetin, retired with fuch precipitation, that they did not 
allow themfelves time to draw off a little garrifon thej 
had at WoUin, conflfting of two hundred and ten men, 
who were made prifoners of war. Deminin was cannon* 
aded by the Pruffians on the twenty-ninth of Degeinber; 
and the Swedes having loft one officer and forty men, dc- 
fired tocap'itulate. As, in order to eafe the troops, it was 
not though: proper to continue the fiege in To fharp a 
feafon, their requeH was granted, and tbey had leave to 
retire with two pieces of cannon. The Pruffians took 
pofTelEon of the town on the fecond day of January, 
after the Swedes had, on the thirtieth of December, like- 
wife given up anclam, where the conquerors toolc an 
hundred and fifty prifoners, and found a confiderable 
magazine of proviftons and ammunition. Marefchal 
Lehwald then pafled the Pene, entered Swedifh Pomc- 
r«aia» and reduced Gutzkow, Loitz, Tripfus, and Ne<- 
3 bringen. 
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BOOK bringen. At the fame time, Lieutenant-General Schof- 
. '"'• , lemmer pafled with his corps from the ifle of Wollin into 
1757. the ifle of Ufedom, and from thence to Wolgaft, rfie 
~ Swedes having abandoned this town, as well as Schwine- 
munde, and the fort of Penemunde. The PriiKC of 
Holftcin advanced as far as Grimm and Gricfi^walde, 
and the Swedes, lofing one town after another, till they 
had nothing left in Pomerania but the port of Stralfund, 
continued retreating till they had reached this laft place. 
The p"rench pa(;ty in Sweden, to Comfort the people, 
called this retreat, or rather flight, going into winter- 
quarters. The Pruflian huflars were not idle wherever 
they penetrated ; for, befides plundering and pillaging, 
theyraife'd a contribution of an hundred and fixty thoufand 
crowns in Swedifii PonoeranJa. The Meclclen burghers, 
who had joined the Swedes with fix thoufand of their 
troops, now found caufc to repent of their forwardncfs, 
being left quite expofed to the refentment of the vitEhirs, 
who chaftifcd them with the mofl; fevere exafiions. The 
army of the Swedes, though they did not fight a battle, 
y was, by ficknefs, defertion, and other accidents, reduced 
to half the number itconfifted of when they took the field. 
The .Landgrave of Heffe-Cafltl, foon after his territories 
were invaded by the French, in confequence of their ad- 
vantage in the affair of Haltenbeck, had applied to the 
King of Sweden, as one of the guarantees of the treatjr 
of Weftphalia, defiring him to employ his good offices 
with the court of France, to obtain a more favourable 
treatment for his dominions ; but his Swedilh Majefty, 
by the advice of the fenate, thought proper to refufe com- 
plying with this requeft, alledging, that as the' crown of 
Sweden was one of the principal guarantees of the treaty 
of Weflphajia, it would be highly improper to take fuch a 
fiep, in favour of a prince who Tiad not only broke the laws 
and conflltutions of the empire, in refiifing to furnilh 
his contingent, but had even affifted with his troops s 
power known to be its declared enemy. The Aulick 
council too, feeing, or pretending to fcc» the behaviour oC 

the 
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the Landgrave in the linne light, ifliied a decree aguaft CHa^. 
fais Serene Highnefs towards the end of this year. . - ' _t 

§ XXill. The court of Great-Briuin, juftly difplcafcd 1757- 
with the Dutch, on account of the extreme facility with 
which they had granted the French a free palTage through 
Namur and Maeftricht for their provifions, ammunition, 
^nd artillery, in the beginning of this campaign, had 
very properly remonftrated againft that ftep, before it was 
abfolutely refoJved on, or at leaft declared to be fo : but 
in vain; a pufilUnimous anfwer being all the fatisfa^ion 
that was obtained. The tamenefs and indifference with 
which the States-General had fince feen Oflend and Nieu- 
pprt put into the hands of the French drew upon their 
High Mightinfifles a further remonflrance, which was 
delivered to them on thetwenty-eighthofNovember of this 
year by Colonel Yorlce, his Britannick Majefty's pleni- 
potentiary at the Hague, in the following terms, well 
calculated to awaken in them a due fen fe of their owa 
danger, aa well ia tocvince the injustice of the proceed- 
ings of the houfe trf Auftria :— *' Considering the critical 
fituation which Europe has been in during the courfe of 
this year, in confequence of meafures concerted to embroil 
alt Europe, the King of Great-Britain was willing to 
flatter hjmfetf that the courts of Vienna and Verfailles, 
out of regard to thecircumfpe£l condu^ oblerved by your 
High Mightinefles, would have at leall informed you of 
the changes they have thought proper to make in the 
Auftrian Netherlands, It* was with the utmoft furprife 
the King heard, that, without any previous confent of 
your's, and almoft without giving you any notice, the 
court of Vienna had' thought proper to put the towns of 
Oftend and Nieiiportlnto the hands of the French troops* 
and to withdraw her own, as well as her artillery and 
ftores, whilft France continues to fend thither a formidable 
quantity of both. The condud of the court of Vienna 
towards his Majefly is indeed fo unmerited and fo ex- 
traordinary, that it is difficult to find words to exprefs it : 
"but whatever fallacious pretexts fhe may have made ufe of 

Vol. IV. O ta 
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to palliate her bthmriout towards England, it doth ndi 
, appear that ihcy can be extended fo far at to excufe th*- 
in^ingement, in Concert with France, of the moft folenin 
ireitiej between her ini your High Mightinefles, The- 
King never doubted that your High Mrghtinefies would 
Iiave made proper reprefentatiom to the two courts newly 
allied, todcmonflratethe in}ufticeof fuch a proceedings 
ftnd the danger that migbt afterwards refult firom it. 
Your Htgh'Mrghtiftefles wUf have perceived that you* 
filinccOn the firft flep tecourBged th« two courts, newly 
allied, to attempt ethers; and Who cdn fiiy where they 
frill ftop f The pretext at firft was, the need which the- 
Emprds-Quecn flood in of the troop* for the war kindled 
In the empire, and »he neccffity of providing for the fafety 
Afthofe important places, :lnd afterwards of their imagi-* 
nary danger from England. But, High and Mighty 
Lords, it is but too evident that the two powers^ wh(> 
bave taken diefe meafurek iA concert, have other proje^ 
in view, and have made new r^ulations with regard to 
that Anintry, which cannot but alarm the neighbouring 
ftates, Thelatedemandmadeto your High M^htinelKsi, 
*f a paSage for a large train of warlike implements thrOugb 
fbme of the barrier towns, in order to be fent to Oftend 
and Nieuport, could not lail to awaken the King's Atten- 
tion. The fmcere friendfliip, and parity of interefts, of 
Great- Britain and Holland require that they ihould aa 
longer keep&lence, left; intbeifiiie, itfliould beconfider- 
«d as I tacit confent, Aftd as a Jrelin^uifhment of all our 
lights. The King Commands nui, therefore, to recall 
to your High MightincilcB the two-fold right you have 
iurquiffd to keep the Au&rian Netherlands under the go« 
vecnment of the houfe of Auftrta j and that no other bu 
i title to make the leaft alteration thcreiir, wttheuc the 
conlbatof your High Mightineflcs} unlcJs the new allie* 
have rc&lved tofct alldc all prior treaties, and to difpofe at 
pleafure'of every thi^ that may fuit their private intereft. 
In the treaty between your High Mightincflei and tb» 
Mown oi f (Mice, figsed at Utrecht oo the eleventh of 
April* 
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A'iml, one tbtMfainl fcvcn hundred and thirteen, in^ CHAP. 
tftoeath article, are tbefe vrards : • Ii i» alfo agrood) ^_, \^ 
that no prprincc, fort, t»Wn, or Qity of the faid Ntther- tjfj. 
lands, or of thofe which arepvtnup by hi» Catholic 

Majefty, fliall ever be ceded, transferred, or. givta, «k 
fliall ever devolve to the crown of France, or any prinot 
or princefs of the houfe or Jiae of France, cither by 
firtiw of any gift, cxchuige, marriage-contrad, fuc* 
«elHon by will, or by any other title whatever, to tbo 
power and authority of tbe Mofi: Chriftian King, <k oC 
aay prince or princefs of tbe houfe or line of France.' 
lo the barrier-treaty thefe very flipulations are repeated ia 
the firil' article : * Hit Imperial and Catholick Majelfy 
promifcB and engages, that no province, city, town, 
fortrcfs, or territory of the faid country Ihall be ccded^ 
transferred, given, or devolve to the crown of France, 
or to any other but the fucccffor of the German doHu- 
nions of the Houfe of Auftria, either by donation, fale, ex- 
change, aiarriage-contra^t, heritage, tcfiamentary fiic- 
ceffioD, nor under any other pretext whatfoevert lb that' 
1)9 province, town, fbrtrefs, or territory of the faid Ne- 
thnlands fhall ever be fubjed to any other prince, but ta 
the fuccellbr of the flates of the houfe of AuAria alcme^ 
evcepting what h^ been yielded by the prefent treaty tn 
the faid lords the States- General.* A bare reading of 
tfacfc two articles is fufficicnt to evince all that I have juft 
reprefented to your High MightincQes : and whatever pre- 
text the courts of Vienna and Vcrfaillea mayalledge, to 
cover the infradion of thefe treaties, the thing remaint 
iieverthelefs evident, whilfl; thefe two courts are unable to 
prove that the towns of Ollend and Nieupoit are not 
adually in the power of France. If their dcfigns are 
juft, or agreeal^ to ^fe treaties, they will doabtiefii 
not fcruple, in the leaft," to make your High Mightinefles 
eafyon that head, by openly explaining themfelves to a 
quiet and pacitiok neighbour, and by giving y^t indif' 
putable proofs of their intentions to fulfil the l^pulations 
oTthe faid two treaties, with regard tq the Netherlands. 
O a Til. 
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BOOK Tlie King hath fo much confidence in the good feofjf^ 
g^ „ ' J prudence^ and friendfbip of your High MigbtinefTes, thu 
*7J7< be makes not the leafl doubt of your talcing the moft cfii- 
caciouameafurestodear up an affair of fuch imponance; 
and of your being pleafed, in concert with his Majefty, 
to watch over the fate of a country, whofe fituation and 
independence have, far more than a century, been re- 
garded as one of the principal fupporCs of your liberty and 
commerce." It doei not appearthit this remonftrancehad 
the defired efieft upon the States- General, who were ap- 
prehenfive of embroiling thcmfelves with an enemy fo re- 
markably alert in taking all advantages. The truth is, 
iftcf were not only unprepared for a rupture with France, 
but extremely unwilling to forego the commercial profits 
which they derived from their neutrality, 

§ XXIV. The King of Pruffia, aboutthis period, began 
toharbourafufpicionthatcertainotherpowers longed eagerly 
to enjoy the fame refpitefromthedangcra and inconvenien- 
ciei of war, and that he ran the rifque of being abandoned 
byhis fole patron and ally, who feemed greatly alarmed at 
bis defeat inBohemia, and defirous of detaching bimfelf fr<»Q 
fttioniKxionwhichmight beproduftiveof thcmoftdifagree- 
ahleconfcquences cohis continental intereft. Stimulated by 
this opinion, his Pruflian Majefiy is faid to have written 

ah expdftulatory letter* to the K of G B , 

in which he very plainly taxes that monarch with having 
inft [gated 
'^ The letter, which wai written b French, we ban trutOiMd, Tw th« 
roiJer'i ratisfaOion. 

" I im informed thitthe dtfigo of i treity of neatfillty for the eliflo- 

nteof H r it not jet UJ4 ntit. U it poiTibU that youc M f (an 

hwelalinlefntlmde and conHailcy, ai to be dtfpirited b; a fmall revetfe of 
IbrtUDcf Are affein fa tuiaout, thai thef cannot be repaired I I hope 
your M—— y willconlider the ftepyou haiemide me hazard, and rememlici 
that you are the fole caufe of thefi miafortUDei that now impend over mj . 
head. lOiauld ocier have abandoned the alliance of France, but for your 
flattering aflurance). I do not now repent of the treaty I faaTeconcIuded with 
your M ■ y} but JcxpeA jdu will oot ingioHonfly leave meat the metcyof 
my enemies, after having brought upon me all the force of Europe. 1 depend 
upon your adhering to your repeated engageminta of the twenty'Gxtbof laft 
month, and tbat fou win liileo to an treaty in which I an not campre- 
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In'nigated him to commence hoftitttiest and infiRi upon chap. 
his remembering the engagements by which he was fo ^ ' _f 
folemnlf bound. From the flrain of this letter, and the 17J7. 
Pruffian's declaration to the Britifh minifter when he firft 
fet out for Saxony, importing, that he was going to 
fight the King of England's battles, a notion was gene, 
rally conceived that thofe two powers had agreed to 
ceruin private pafla or conventions, the particu- 
lars of which have not yet tranfpired. Certain it is, a 
declaration was delivered to the Pruffian rcfident at London, 
which appears to have been calculated as an anfwer to the 
letter. In that paper the King of Great>Britain declared, 
that the overtures made by bis Majefly's electoral mini- 
fters in Germany, touching the checks recdved on the 
continent, {hould have no influence on his Majefly as 
king : that he (aw in the fame light as before the per- 
nicious cSefis of the union between the courts of Vienna 
and Verrailles, threatening a fubverfion of the whole' 
fyftem of publick liberty, and of the independence of the 
European powers : that he confidered as a fatal confe- 
qiience of this dangerous connexion the ceffion made by 
the court of Vienna of the ports in the Netherlands to 
France, in fuch acritical iituation, and contrary to the 
faith of the moft folemn treaties : that, whatever might 
be the Aiccefs of his arms, his Majefty was determined to 
A£t in coiiftant concert with the King of Pruffia in em- 
ploying the moft efficacious means to fruftrate the unjuft 
and opprellive defigns of their common enemies. He con- 
cluded with affuring the King of Pruffia that the Bri- 
tifh crown would continue to fulfil, with the greateft 
pundluality, its engagements with his Ptuffian Majefty, 
and to fupporC him with firmnefs and vigour. Such a 
representation could not fail of being agreeable to a prince, 
who, at this jun£)ure, flood in need of an extraordinary 
cordial. He knew he could fecurely depend not only 
en the good faith of an Englifh minillry, but alfo on the 
good plight of the Britifh nation, which like an indulgent 
nurfe hath always prefented the nipple to her meagre 
O 3 German 
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GertDVi allies. Thofe, however, whp prttetieHa 
conflder and canvaJs events without prejudice and pit" 
pofleJlion, could not help owning their furprifc, at bear- 
ing an alliance Aigmatifed as pernicious to the fyflem of 
publick liberty, and fubverGve of the independence of ths 
European powers, as they renKmbcred that this iilliancs 
was the effe^ of neceffity, to whidi the houfe of Auflria 
was reduced, for its own preicrvation j /educed, as its 
friends and partifans aflirm, by thofe very potenutes that 
now reproached her with tbcfe connexions. 

§ XXV. His B M wa« rcfolvcij that the 

King of Pruffia Ihould have no caufe to complain of hi^ 
indifference, whatever reafons he had to exclaim ag^nft 
the convention of Clofter-Seven, which he did not fcruplc 
to condemn as a very fcandalous capitulation, as much at 
he difapproved of the conduct, in confequcncc of which 
sear forty thoufand men were To (bamefully difarmedf 
and loft to bis caufe. Thofe ftipulations alfo met with ^ 
very unfavourable reception, in England, where the 
motions of the allied army in their retreat before the 
enemy were very freely cenfured, and feme great namei 
expofed to the ridicule and contempt of the publicjc. 
This event, fo fingular in itfelf, and fo important in itf 
confequences, attra^ed the attention of the privy-council, 
where it is faid to have been canvafled with great warmth 

and animolity of altercation. The g 1 complained 

that he was reftii^ed by peremptory orders from the re- 
gency of H ' -; and they were reported to have uibd 
recriminations in their defenfe. In all probability, every 
circumftance of the difpgte was not explained to the fads- 
fa&ion of all parties, inafmucb as that greot commander 
quitted the harvefl of military glory, and, like another 
Cincinnatus, retired to his plough. The convention of 
Clofter-Scven was equally difflgrceable to the ccHirts of 
London and VerfaiUes. The former law the clcaorate of 
Hanover left, by this capitulation, at the mercy of th« 
enemy, who had ukcn pofTeflion of the whole country, 
k\M tbe revenues, cxa^ed contribtitioiu, and diaaged 
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tie whole fonn of government, in the name of hii Moft *^5,?,^* 
Cbriftisn Mijefty: while the French army, which had , ' ^i 

t>een employed in oppofiiig the Hanoverians, waa now at i7i7* 
liberty to throw their additional force into the fcale againft 
the Kingof Pruffia, who, at that period, (cemcd to totter 
ion the v^rge of deftrudion. On the other hand, the 
French mioiftry thought their general had granted too 
favourable terms to a body of forces, whom he had 
cooped up in luch a manner, that, in a little time, they 
fnuft have furrendeted at difcretion. Th^, therefore, 
determined either to prov<Ae die Hanoverians by ill- 
tifage to an InftaStioo of the treaty, or, Ihould tb|^ be 
found impraSicable, renounce it as an imperfeA con- 
vention, eftablifhed without proper authority. Both ex- 
pedients were ufed witbout leferve. They were no fooner 
informed of the capitulation, than they refufed to ac- 
knowledge its validity, except on condition that the 
Hanoverian troops fhould formally engage to defift froqi 
all fervice againft France and her allies during the prcfent 
war^ and be difarmed on their return to their own coun- 
Jry. At the fame time her general, who ccnnmanded i[i 
, the decorate, eicfaauJied the country, by levying exorbi- 
tant contributions, and connived at fuch outrages as de- 
graded his own dignity* and refleded difgrace on the 
character of his nation. The ccmf t of London, to make 
a merit of neceffity, affefted to coafider the conventional 
a& as.a provifion^l armifiice, to pave the way for a ne- 
gociation that might terminate in a general peace, and 
propofals were oSered for that purpofe : but the Frenclf 
fniniftry kept aloof, and feemed rcfolved that the ele£^orate 
of Hanover fliould be annexed to their king's dominionsc 
At IcaA, they were'bent upon keeping it as a precious 
(depofituni, which, in the plan of a general paciHcation, 
they imagined, would counterbalance any advantage 
that Great-Britain might obtain in other parts of the 
world. Had they been allowed to keep thi^ dcpoiit, the 
jdngdomofGreat-Hritain would have faved about twenty 
PMlliofls of money^ together with the lives pf her beft 
Ox foldicri; 
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BOOK foWiersj and Weflphalia would have continued to enjoy 

\ _^ , -/ „j all the bleflings of fecurity and peace. But the King of 

1757- England's tendernefs for Hanover was one of the chief 

foufces of the misfortunes which befell that elefloi 

rate. He could not bear the thoughts of feeing it, even 

for a feafon, in the hands of the enemy j and his own 

fentiments in this particular were re-enforced by the 

preffing remonftrances of the P n monarch, whom, at 

this juncture, he thought it dangerous to difoblige. Aftu- 
ated by thefe moiives, he was pleafed to fee ihe articles of 
the convention fo palpably contravened, becaufe the vio- 
Jatiffin unbound his hands, and enabled him, cnnfiftently 
with good faith, to talce effeflual fteps for the afliflance 
of his ally, and the recovery of his own dominions. He, 
therefore, in quality of Eleiior of Brunfwick-Lunenbourg, 
publiflied a declaration, obferving, " That his Royal High- 
nefs the Duke of Cumberland had, on his part, honeftly 
fulfilled all the conditions of the convention i but the 
Dukede Richelieu demanded that the troops (hould enter 
into an engagement fpecified above, and lay down their 
arms; although it was exprefsly ftipulated in the con- 
vention tliat they fhould not be regarded as prifoners 
of war, under which (quality alone they cculd be dif^ 
armed: that the French court pretended to treat the 
convention as a military regulation only; and, 
indeed, it was originally nothing more: but as they had 
exprefsly difowned its validity, and a negociation had 
been aifiually begun for difarming the auxiliaries, upon 
certain conditions, though the French general would 
never anfwer categorically, but waited always for frelh 
inftru£tions froin Verfailles, the nature of that adt was 
totally changed, and what was at firft an agreement be- 
tween general and general was now become a matter of 
ftate between the two courts of London and Verfailles : 
that, however hard the conditions of the convention 
appeared to be for the troops of Hanover, his Britannick 
Majefty VFOnld have acquiefced in them, had not the 
French glaringly difcovcred their defign of totally ruining 
hit army, and his dominions ; and, by the moll outrageous 
epndui^, 
hull, .. A''."->X'^' 
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conduft, freed his fintannick Majefty from every obli- CHXp. 
g'atibn under which he had been laid by the convention : , . '' 
that in the midft of the armiflice the moft open hoftili- ijj^, 
ties had been committed : the calllc of Schartxfels had 
been forcibly feifed and pillaged, and the garrifon nikde 
prifoncrs of war : the prifoners made by the French before 
the convention had not been reftored, according to ait 
exprefs article flipulated between the generals, though it 
had been fulfilled on thepart of theeleiaorate, by the im- 
mediate rcleafe of the French prifoncrs; the bailies ofthofe 
dillrids from which the French troops were excluded bjr 
mutual agreement had been fummoned, on pain of mili^ 
tary execution, to appear before the French x:ommiflary, 
and compelled to deliver into his hands the publicic reve- 
nue: the French had appropriated to themfelvci part of 
thofe magazines which, by exprefs agreement, were 
deflinsd for the ufe of the e]ei£toral troops ; and they haJ 
feifed the houfes, revenue, and corn belonging to the 
King of England in the city of £remen, in violation of 
their engagement to confider that city as a place abfoluteljr 
free and neutral. He took notice that they had proceeded 
to menaces unheard of among civilifed people, ofburning, 
facking, and deftrnying every thing that fell in their way, 
fliould the leail hefitation be made in executing the con- 
vention according to their interpretation." — Such were theL 
profcfled confiderations that determined his Britannicic 
Majefty to renounce the agreement which they had vio- 
lated, and have recourfe to arms for the relief of his fub- 
jefls and allies. It vraa in confequence of this determi- 
nation that he conferred the command of his elcftora! 
army on Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, brother to the 
duke of that name, who had diftinguifhed himfelf in the 
PruQian army by his great military talents, and was, by 
blood and inclination, as welt as intereft, fuppofed warmly 
attached to his Britannick Majefty. The truth is, the 
K — g of P— — a recommended him to this command," 
becaufe he knew he could depend upon his concurring 
yfith all his meafurcs, in condufling the operations of tha 
Britia 
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90QK BritMhviny. The Duk« de Richelieu wm no fosneria-f 
,l^l\ • formed of thefc particulars, than he fent a letter to prince 
17(7. Fcrdiaanil} fpecifying, " That although for fotne days he 
had pcrc^ved the Hanoverian troops in motion, in order ta 
fcMiB theoifelves into a body, be could not imagine th^ 
«bi<d of tbefe novements was to infringe the convention 
^ nevtrality which had beep eftabliQied between the Duk? 
9f Cumberland and himfelf, as French general j that be 
^as blinded fo far by his confidence in the good faith of 
the Ele^or of Hanover, who had figned that convention, 
9S to believe the troops were aflembled for no other purpofe 
than to be diftributed into winter-quarters, which had been 
aiGgned them by the agreement ; but his eyes were at laft 
opened, by repeated advices which he had received from 
all quarters, importing, that the Hanoverians intended 
to infringe thofe articles which ought to be facred and in- 
violable: he affirmed, the King bis mafier was flill willing - 
to give fre{h proofs of his moderation, and his defire to 
fpare the effufion of human blood: with that view he de- 
clared to hit Serene Highnefs, in the name of his Moft 
Chrifliaa Majefty, diat be perfilted in bis refolution of 
fiilfilling exa^y all the points of the convention, pro- 
vided they fltould be equally obferved by the Hanoveriai) 
9raiy; but be could not help apprifing his Serene Higbnetc 
that if this army fbould take any equivocal Aep, and, ftill 
snore, Ihould it commit any t£t of boQility, he would 
then pufb matters to the laft extremity, looking upon 
bimf<4f as authorifed fo to do by the rules of war : that 
^ewould fet fire to all the palaces, houfes, and gardens; 
&ek all the towns and villages, without fparing the moft 
inconfiderable cottage, and fubjed the country to all the 
horrours of war and devaftation. He conjured his Serene 
ilighnefs to n&eGk on thefe particulars, and begged he 
VQuld not liy him under the neceffity of taking fteps Co 
i^trary to his own perlbnal charafter, as well as to the 
iiatural humanity of the French nation." To thjs letter, 
which was feconded by the Count de Lynar, the Danifh 
4mbafiador, who bad mediuted the convention. Prince 
Ferdinan^ 
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fWdioand returncil fi vtty htcontdc anfirer, uitiRiBtitig, CHAP. 
^»tticwoul4 give the Dulu de Ricbdieu his anfwer in .' . 

Iierfoa at the 4iead of hit army. At this particular 17(7. 
juni^ure, the French general wu difpofed to abide by 
<he original articles of the convention, rather than draw 
upon bimfelf the h^ilitiet of aa argiy which be knew tv 
Ifc brave, ^vfolute, and well appoinud, and whidi he (aw 
at pre&nt animated with an eager defire of wiping out the 
^i^race they bad fuftained by the capitulation, as well u 
<^ relieving their country from the grievous opprcffioa 
tmder which it groaned. 

§ XXVI. About the latterend of November the Hano- 
verian army was wholly allbmbled at Stade, under the 
yufpicc* of Prince Ferdinand, who refolved, without 
delay, to drive the French from the electorate, whither 
they now began their march. Part of the enemy's rear, 
confiiting of two thoufand men, was, in their mar^h back 
to Zell, attacked in the bailiwick of Ebftorff, and en- 
tirely defeated by General Schuylenbourg ; and, inafew 
days after this a£tion, another happened upon the river 
Aller, between two conliderable bodies of each army, in 
which the Hanoverians, commanded by Gen«-al Zaftrow, 
remained ma&ers of the Acid. Thefe petty advantages 
ferved to encourage the allies, and put them in pofleffioa 
pf Lunenbourg, Zell, and part of the Brunfwick do^ 
minions, which the enemy were obliged to abandon. 
The operations of Prince Ferdinand, however, were re* 
tarded by the refolution and obftinate pcrfeverance of tlw 
French officer who commanded the garrifon of Harbourg. 
When the Hanoverian troops made themfelves mafters of 
the town, he retired into the cafile, which he held out 
egainft a conGderable detachment of the allied army, hj 
whom it wasinvefled; at length, however, the fsrtifi- 
cation* being entirely deraodiQied, he furrendered upon 
capitulation' On the fixtb day of December Prince Ferdi* 
mnd began his march towards Zell, where the French 
airmy bad taken poll, under the command of the Duke d« 
Richelieu, who, at the approach of the Hanoverians, 
, i called 
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FOOKT called inhis advanced parties, abandoned fcveral magaaincs, 
**'' . burned all the ferm-houfes and buildings belonging to the 
17S^ fiicep walks of his Britannick Majefty, without paying 
the ieaft regard to the rtprefen tat ions made by Prince 
Ferdinand on this fubjcift ;' reduced the fuburbs of Zell 
to aflies, after having allowed his men to plunder the 
boufesi and even fet fire totheOrphan-hofpital, tn which 
• great number of helplefs children are faid tohaveperiOied. 
One cannot, without horrour, reflet upon fuch bratal aits 
of inhumanity. The French troops on divers occafions, 
and in ditFerentpartsof theempire, aflcd tragedies of the 
fame nature, which are not eaftly reconcileable to the 
charaSer of a nation famed for fentiment and civility. 
The Hanoverian) having advanced within a league of Zell, 
the tv/o armies began to cannonade each other ; the French 
troops polled on the right of the Aller burned their ma- 
gazines, and retired into the town, where they were fo 
ftrongly entrenched, that Prince Ferdinand could not 
attempt the river, the paffcs of which were Arongly guarded 
by the enemy. At the fame time, his troops were expofcd 
to great hardlfaips from the feverity of the weather ; he, 
therefore, retreated to (Jltzen and Lunenbourg, where 
bis army was put into winter- quarters, and' executed 
' ieveral fmall enterprifes by detachment, while the French 
general fixed his head-quarters in the city of Hanover, his 
cantonments extending as far as Zell, in the ncighbour- 
■ hood of which many fliarp (kirmiftieswere fought from the 
out-parttes with various fuccefs. Their Imperial Majefties 
were no fooner apprifed of thefc tranfaflions, which they 
confidered as tnfradlions of the convention, than they fent 
an intimation to [he Baron de Steinberg, miniller from the 
King of Great-Britain as Eledor of Hanover, that he 
Ihouidappear nomoreatcourt, or confer with their mini- 
fiers; and that his refiding at Vienna, as he might eafily 
conceive, could not be very agreeable : in confequence 
of which mcBage he recircdj after having obtained U>e 
jieccffary pafTports for'his departure. The ch^rin occa- 
iioncd at ibe c^un of Vienna by thcHfuioverian army's ' 
having 
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hxving reconrfe to their arms again, was, in iome mea- 
fure, alleviated by the certain tidings received from , 
Peteriburgh, that the Czarina had figncd her'acccffioD 
in fonn to the treaty between the courts of Vienna, 
Verfailles, and Stockholm. 

§ XXVII. In ciofing our account of this year's 
tranfa^ions on the continent, we may obferve, diat on 
the fixteenth day of November the Queen of Poland died 
at Berlin of an apoplexy, fuppofed to be occalioned by 
the {bock, the received on hearing that the French were 
totally defeated at Rofbach. She was a ladyof exemplary 
virtue and piety, whofe conftitution had been broke bjr 
grief and anxiety conceived from the difircfs of her owa 
£imily, as well as from the mifery (o which Ihe faw 
ber people expofed. With ref^it'co the European powers 
that were notat^ually engaged a« principals in the war, they 
itemed induftriouHy to avoid ev^ry flep that might he con- 
flrued a deviation from the moft fcrupuloui neutrality. 
The States- General proceeded with great circumfpe^ion, 
in the middle courfe between two powerful neighbours, 
equally jealous and formidable) and theKingofSpain was 
gratified for his forbearance with a convention fettled 
between him and the belligerent powers, implying,- 
tbat . his fubje£ta fliouM puifue their commerce at 
fea without moleftation, provided they Ihould not 
tranfport thofe articles of merchandife which were 
deemed contraband by all nations.— The operations 
at fea, during the courfe of this year, either in Europe or 
America, were far from being deciftve or important. 
The commerce of Great-Britain fuQained conflderabi? 
damage from the aflivity and fuccefs of French privateers, 
of which a great number had been equipped in the iflands 
of Martinique and Guadaloupe. The Greenwich lhip<^ 
war, mounted with fifty guns, and a frigate of twenty, 
fcll into the hands of the enemy, together with a very 
confiderable number of trading veflels. On the other 
hand, the Engliih cruifers and privateers acquitted them- 
fclvcs with equal vigilance and valour. The Diic d'Ac-- 
qiiitaine, a large Ibip of fifty guns, was taken m the 
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BOOK month of June by twoBritifli (hipsofwar, after afi*ert 

, ' J engagement] and, about the fame time, tbc Aquilon, of 
xjjj. nearly the fame force, vna driven on fhore and deftroyed 
near Breft by the Antelope, one <^ tbc Britiftt cruifcrst 
A French frigate of twenty-fix guns, called the Emeraude^ 
-was taken in lhecharviiel,aftera warm engagement, by an 
Englilb Ihipof inferior force, under the command (^Cap- 
tain Uitchrift, a gallant and alert officer, who, in thtf 
iequel, fignalifed himfctf on divers occafions, by very ex- 
traordinary afi» of velour. All the fea-officers feemed to 
be anieiated with a noble emulation to diflinguifh them- 
fclves in the fervice of their country, and the fpirit de- 
fcended even to As captains of privateers^ who, inltcad of 
imitating the former eotnmandcrs of that ctafs* in avoiding 
&ip3 of force, and. centering thHr whole attention in ad^ 
vantflgeous prizes, now encoantered the armed fliips of thb 
enemy, and fought with the inoft obAinate valour ia tbd 
purlUit of national glory. 

§ XXVIII. Perhaps bidofy cannot afford a more re- 
markable inl^ance of defperate courage than that whicb 
was exerted in December of . the preceding year, by tb« 
(^cers and crew of an EngliOl privateer, called the Ter- 
rible, under the command of Captain William Death, 
equipped with twenty-fix carriage guns, and manned 
with two hundred failora. On the twenty-third day of 
the month he engaged and made prize of a large Frvnch 
fliip from St. Domingo, after an obltinate battle, inwhict^ 
he loli his own brother and fixtecn feamen : then he 
fecured with forty men his prize, which contained a 
valuable cargo, and dire^ed his courfe to England, but in 
a few days he had the misfortune to fall in with the Ven- 
geance, a privateer of St. Malos, carrying thirty-fix large 
Mnnon, with a complement c^ three hundred and fixty 
men. Their fitSk Hep was to attack the prize, whicb 
was ealily re-taken; then the two fhips bore dowm upon 
the. Terrible, whofe main-mall was {hot away by the 6rA 
broadfide. NoCwithHanding this difafter, the Terrible 
maintained fuch a furious engagement againft both aa 
caa hudly be paralleled in the annals of £riuin. The 
Prencb 
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Trenth comRui»l« add his fecoftd were killed, wifh two 
thinla of his companjr; but the gfclluit Captain. Death, 
with the greater pare of his officers^ and almoft his whole 
crew, baring met with the fame fate, his fbip was boarded 
hy the enemy, irtio found no more than twenty-fix pw- 
Soaa alive, fixteen of whom were ibuttUted by the Wb of 
kg or arm, and the other ten grievoufly wounded. The 
fliip itfelf was fo fluttetcd, that it could fcarce be kept 
above water, and the wboit exhibited a fcenc of blood, 
bofrour, and dcTolation. The vi£lor itfelf lay like a wrecfc 
on the furface j and in this condition made ifaift, wttli 
great difficulty, to tow the TcrriUc* into St. MalM^ 
where Ihc was not beheld without aftoni(hment and tec^- 
rour. This adventure was no fooncr known in England, 
than a liberal fnbfcriptlon was raifed for the fupport of 
Death's widow, and that part of the crew which furvived 
the engagement. In this, and every fca- rencounter that 
happened within the prefent year, the fupcriorjty in (kill 
and refolution was afcertaioed to the Britilh marinen ; for 
even when they fought ^ainft great odds, their coarage 
was generally crowned with fuccefs. In the Month of 
November, Captain Lockhart, a yoang gentleman, v^i» 
bad already rendered himfelf a terrour to the enemy aft 
commander of a fmatl frigate, now added conjiderably ta 
his reputation, by reducing the Mclampe, a French priva^ 
teer of Bayoane, greatly fupcrior to his own Ihip in num* 
ber of men and weight of metal. This exploit was fe^ 
conded by another of the fame nature, in his conqueft of 
another French adventurer, called the Countda of Qti*. 
tnont ; and a third Urge privateer of Bayonne w^s lakefi 
by Captain SaumareZj^ commander of the Aaiclot>e. Id 
a word, the narrow feas were fo well guarded, that In k 
little time fcarceiFrenchfliip durft appear in the Englilh 
channel, which tba Srttifh traders navigated withoitt aui* 
leftation. 

$ XXlX, 

* There wn a linage coiiAtnitidn of Bmes bcloi^ag to dih pivatoft'f 
tbcTeiribl*, e^pp(l *t EKBCution-t>«k, (toianikadtd by CipUlA Hwih^ 
whgftUeuleauit wuuUcd Devil, uid wki ludoac Gluft for fofpoa. 
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§ XXIX. On thefirft day of December; the King o/ 
, Great-Britain opened the feffion of parliament witti x 
fpeech from the throne, which feemcd calcukited to pre- 
pare the nation for the cxpenfc of maintaining a new war 
OD the continent of Europe. .His Majefty gracioufly 
declared. That it would have given him a moft fenfible 
pleafure to acquaint them, at the openingof the feffion, 
that his fucccfs in carrying on the war had been equal fo 
ihe juflice of &is caufe, and the extent and vigour of the 
meafures formed for that purpofe. He expreJIed the iirmeft 
confidence, that the fpirit and bravery of the nation, fo 
zenowned in ail ttmcsj which had formerly furmounted 
to many difficulties, were not to be abated by a few dif- 
sppointments, which, he trufted, might be retrieved by 
the bleffing of God, and the zeal and ardour of his par- 
liament for his Majefiy'a honour and the advantage of 
their country. He laid It was his determined refolution to 
.apply his utmoft eSbrts for the fecurity of his kingdoms, 
and for the recovery and protedlion of the poifel^ons and 
rights of his crown andfubje3s in America, andelfewhere^ 
as welt by the ftrongefl exertion of his naval force, as by 
all other methods. He ligniBed, that another great obje^ 
which he had at heart, was the prefervation of the pro- 
Xeftant religion, and the liberties of Europe) and, in that 
view, to encourage and adhere to his allies. For this caufe, 
he afTured them, he would decline no inconveniences,' and 
in this caufe he carneQly folllcited their hearty concar- 
rence and vigorous affiflancc. He obferved, that the late 
fignal fuccefs ia Germany had given a happy turn to. 
affairs,, which it was incumbent on them to improve : 
^nd that,, in fuch a critical conjuncture, the eyes of all 
{Europe yrere upon them. He particularly recommended 
19 them,.that his good .brother and ally the King of Pruffia 
tnjght be fupported in fuch a manner as bis magnanimity 
and aftive zeal for the common caufe appeared to deferve. 
Tp the Commons he expreffed his concern that the large 
fupplies .they had already granted did not produce all tho 
gooi fruits they had reaibn to expert ; but he had fo great ' 
X icliance 
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rdianceon their wifiloni, at not to ddubt of their perfe- Chap, 
Ycrance. He only deflred- fuch Aipplies as fliould be i^"" 
necefTarjrforthe puUictc fcFvice, and told them they might ,>„, 
depend upon it, that the heft and mofl; f^thfu] ccconomy 
fhould be ufed, He toolc notice of that fpirit of diforder 
which had fhown itfclf among the common people in 
fotne pans of the kingdom he laid injunftiona upon them ' 
to ufe their endeavours for difcour aging and fuppreffing 
fuch abufes, and for maintaining the laws and lawful 
authority.. He concluded with obferving, that nothing 
irould fo efFefiually conduce to the defenfe of all that was 
dear to the nation^ as well as to the reducing their enemies 
foreafon, as union and harmony among themfelves. The 
time was when ercry paragraph of this harangue, which 
the reader will ^perceive is not rematkable for ita elegance 
and pTt^cty,. wquld hare been canvafled and impugned 
hy the country, party in the Hou{e of Commons. They 
would hayc'imputed the bad fuccefs of the war to the iiidif^ 
cretion of the .miibiftry, in faking prepoftero us meafures, 
and appointiiig cdm'manders unequal Co the fervice Thejr 
would have- «i>^uired in what- manner the proteAant re^ 
ligion was endangered ; atidj if it was, how it could b« 
preferved or promoted by adheriog.to.aUie$, who, without 
provocackin,. had veU nigh ruined -the. iirft. and principal 
proeeftant. country of the Empire. They would have 
flitted doohCB .'with refped to the late fignal fuccefs in 
Germany, .and hinted, that it would only ferve to pro- 
traa the burthen of a continental warj They would have 
owned that the eyes of all £uTope were upon tbetn, and 
' drawn this confequencc, that it therefore behoved tbcm to 
x€t with the more delicacy and caution in difcharge of the . 
iacred truft roofed in them by their conftitucnis : a truft 
which their conferences would not allow to be faithfully 
difcharged, fhould they rufh precipitately into the de- 
Aru£tive meafures'of a rii(h and prodigal miniftry, fquander 
away the wealth of the nation, and add to the grievous 
incumbrances under which it groaned, in fupp9rt of con- 
nexions and alliances that were equally foreign to her 
confideration, and pernicious to her intereft. The;' woqid 
Vol. IV. . , f i"ve 



HISTORY OF EK6LANI>i: 
have inveftigated that caufe which wt» To wannly recont-: 

Riendetl for fupport, and pretended to discover that it mt »■ 
caufe in which Great-Btitain ought to have had no con- 
cern, becaufe it produced a certainty of loft without th* 
Icaft profpe^ of advamage; They would have variedi 
efTentially in their opinions of the neceflary fuppltes, fronv 
the (entimems of thoft who prepared the eflimates, Mi 

even declared feme doubts about the oeconomy to b& afsi 
in managing the national expenfej finally, they would 
have reprefented the ImpolEbiHty of union between the twt>' 
parties, one of which fcemcd bent upon reducmg the other 
to beggary and contempt. Such was- the fttain thatufint 
to flow from an eppoGtion^ faid to confifl of dtAoyalty mi 
dibppointed ambition.- But that malignant ^rft wat now 
happily extingu'rfbedi.- ThevoicB of the fovcreign was ador- 
ed as the oracle of a divinity, ahd thofe hap]^ days wen nnr 
approaching that faWiha CommonEoF England pour tfaaa 
tfeafiiiti^' in Cupport df a German prince, with (ach * ge^ 
oeroos hondv that polarity will. be amaxed at their litoality^ 

. § XXX. To the Ipeech. of his Majcfty the Heufe ofi 
Lords returned anaddrefs, in fuch t^rma-of conqdacencjp 
OS had long diftinguiflied that iJhiflrious BfiemUy. Ths- 
Commons exprcfTed their approbation aRd confidence wic^ 
equal ardour, and not one objedion Wa» made lo-the fon» 
er nature of the addrefc, though one gentlemen, equaUj^ 
independent in his mind and fortune, teoic exee^ioni ^ 
ibme of the meafurcs whkh had been htdy pufdeSr 
Thnr complaifance was more fobftantiaHy fpecifieid m the 
Kfolutions (^ the Houfe, as foon as the two gnat eom- 
Aiittees of fupply were appointed. Tbey granted for th* 
f^a fervjce of the enfutng year fixty thoufand men, io* 
ctud^ng fourteen tboufand eight hundred aod fortf-fiv4 
marines, and the ftanding army, comprehending fo«[ 
thoufund invalidt, was fixed at fifty-three thoufand i«veii 
hundred and feventy-feven ei9i:div£ biCb, cotnmiiBon and 
non-eommillion officers included. For the maintenance 
of thefe forces, by Tea and land, the charge of guards uut 
garrifons at home and abroad, the cxpeofe of the Ordneoce* 
and in orderto makie good the fom which bad been UTucd 
- b/ 
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bj hia M«jefty*s orders, in parfuanc* ©f *hc addrefa frort CHAP. 
the Commons, they now Plotted four millions, twenty- > _ -Ij 
two thOufand, eight hundred and icvCn pounds, feven ij^. 
{hillings, and three-pence. They ananimoufly granted; 
» a prefent fiip^ly in the thin critical exigency, ttjwardt 
enabling his Majefty to maintain and keep together thfe 
■rmy formed laft year in his elefloral dominions^ and thert 
igsiit put in motion, and afiiially employed agairtft thi 
eomnnon enemy, in concert With the King of Prctflla, 
the fumof one hundred thoufand pounds: for theordinarjr 
bf the navy, intludtng half pay tothefea officers, they 
allowed two hundred twetlty-fbur thoufand, four hundred 
twenty-one pounds. Jive Ihtllings, and eight>pencc: to* 
wards the building and fupport (A the three hbrpitals fot 
feamen at Gefport, Plymouth, and Greenwich thirty 
thoufhnd pounds : for the reduced officers of the land- 
forces and aiarlnes, penfions tothtf #idows of «fficers, and 
txher fuch t^ilitary contingencies, forty thoufand nih6 
hondml xnd tWenty-Tix pOUhd^, feventeen Ibiilings, aitd 
tleven-pence : towards' baildirfg, ri-building, and repairs 
ofhts Majefty's fiiipsforthe enfuing year, the fom of two 
hundred thoujahd pounds : for defraying the charge of 
two thouAnd one bundred and twenty horfe, and nini 
thoufend nihe hundred inl^ntry,'together With thb general 
ind ftaff' officers, the officers of the hofpitat flnd the traiii 
6f anillery, being the troops of the Landgrave of HefKt- 
Ca^ in the pay of Great- Britain, for fixty days, togethCf 
with the fubfidy for the faid time, purTuant to treaty) 
they affigned thirty-eight thoufand three hundred and Jixty 
pounds, niactecA fliittings, and ten-pence three ftrthitigsj 
To the Foundling-hofpital ithey gave -forty- thiufand 
pounds, for the maintenance and education of JiktVti 
Voung children, as well n for the reception of all fuch ad 
Aiould be prefented under a certain- age, to be titnited by 
ihe governors and guardians of that charity. Three hun-i 
dred thoufand pounds vfCTe given towards dift-harging th« 
debt of tbt riavy, artd two hlmdred eighty-four thoufand 
tight hundted and two IMAtHdS for making up the deficiency 
Pa of 
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, of the grants for the fervicc of the preceding year. Tbf 
, Landgrave of HefTe-Cailel was, moreover, gratiiied witb 
the further fum of tnrohundr^ and, three thoufand five 
hundred and thirty-fix pounds, four thitlings, and nine- 
pence farthing, for the maiptenance of his forces, and the 
remainder of his fubfidy. They granted fix hundred and 
feventy thoufand pounds for enabling hisMajefty to make 
good his engagements with the King of Pruffia, purfu^nt 
to a convention lately concluded with that potentate. 
For defraying the charge of thirty-eight thoufand men of 
the troops of Hanover, Wolfenbuttel, Saxe-Gotha, and 
the Count of Buclcbourg, together with that of general 
and ftaff-officers ai51ually employed againft the commoa 
enemy, in concert with the King of Pruffia, from the 
twenty-eighth day of November in the ]aft, to the twenty- 
' fourth of December in the prcfenC year Jnclufive, to be 
ifTued in advance every two months, they allotted the fum 
of four hundred and Hxty-tbree thoufand eighty-four 
pounds, fix fhillings, and ten-pence ; and furthermore 
they granted three hundred eighty-fix thoufand, nine 
hundred and iifteen pounds, thirteen fhillings, . and two- 
pence, to defray the charges of forage, bread- waggons, 
train of artillery, provifions, wood, firaw, and all other 
extraordinary expenfes, contingencies, and lofles what- 
foever, incurred, or to be incurred, on account ot 
■his M^jcHy's army, conMing of thirty-eight thou&nd 
men, a^ually employed againft the common enemy^ 
in conceit with the King of Pruffia, from November 
lafl to next December incluifive. For the extnordi- 
liary expenfes of the land-forces, and other fervicea, in- 
curred in the courfe of the llfl year, and not provided for 
by parliament, they allowed one hundred forty-five thou- 
fand, four hundred fifty-four pounds, fifteen fliillings, and 
one farthing. They provided eight hundred thoufalid 
pounds to enable his Majefly to defray the like fum raifed 
in pui^uanCe of an a£l made in the hd feffion of parliament, 
^d charged upon the firfl aids and fupplies to be granted 
id tiie current feiSon. Twenty-fix thouCwd pounds were 
.■ '. beftowed 
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b^oved on the out-penltonen of Cheirea-hofpital ; »bov« CH ap. 
twenty thoufand for the expenfc of maintaining ihe colo- ' , 

ities of Nova-Scotia and Georgia ; for reimburling to the >7j3. 
province of MaOachufet's-Bay, and the colony of Con- 
oedicut, their expenfe in furniffaing provirions and (Vores 
to the tfoops raifed by them, for his Majefly's fervice, in 
thecuupaign of the ;year one thouTand feven hundred and 
fifty-fix, the fum of forty-one thoufand, one bundred, 
Seventeen pounds, fcvemeen Ihiilings, and fix-pence hal^ 
penny ; to be applied towards the re- building of London- 
bridge, carrying on the works for fortifying and fecunng 
theharhour of Milford, and repairing the par ifh- church of 
St, Margaret, in Weflminfter, they allotted twenty-nine 
thoufafld pounds. The Eaft-India company were in- 
<]ulged with twenty thoufand pounds upon account, to- 
wards enabling them to defray the expenfe of. a military 
force in their fettlenients, to be maintained by tiiem in 
lieu of the battalion of his Majefty's forces withdrawn 
fromthofe fettJements : the fum of ten thoufand pounds 
was given, as ufual, for maintaining and fupporting the 
- Britilh forts and fettlements on the coaft of Africa j and 
eleven thoufand four hundred and fifty were granted as an 
augmentation to the falaries of the judges in the fupcrior 
courtsof judicature. They liltewife provided one hundred 
. thoufand pounds for defraying the charge of pay and cloth- 
ing to the miliria, and advanced eight hundred thoufand 
pounds, to enable his Majefly to defray iny extraordinary 
cxpenfes of the war, incurred or to be incurred for the 
fej^vioe of the current year ; and to take all fuch meafuret 
as might be necelTary to difappoint or defeat any enter- 
prifes or delignsofhii enemies, as the exigency of his ' 

zfTalrs might require. The whole fupplies of this felSgn 
amounted to the enormous fum of ten millions, four hufi- 
d red eighty- fix thoufand, four hundred fifty-feven pounds, 
and one penny. Nothing could fo plainly dpmonf^rate 
the implicit confidence which the parliament, at this 
jlint^ure, repofed in the fovereign and the miniftry, as 
their coadud in granting fuch liberal fui>p\ie5, great part' 

^3 ' "f 
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BOOR of wkicb wen bsftowcd in favour of our Qcrkui allies, 
^ ' f wbom ibe Britifh nation thua ganeroufly paid (ox fight* 
- *TS*' >ng their own battles. Bcfidec the fum of one tnillioni 
eighthundred fixtyone thoufuid, eight hundred ninety- 
fflven poundt, four Ihillitjgi, and eight-pence, expnisly 
afligned for the fupport of tbefe continental coflnexionf^ 
afum confiderably exceeding the whole of the revenue 
raifed in the reign of Charlei the Second, and what part of 
the fum gianted to the King for extraordinary expenfet 
might be applied to the fame ufe, the article might not 
improperly be fwelled with the vaft expeofe incurred by 
expeditions to the coaft of France, the chief, if not fole 
defign of which fecmed to be a diverfion in favour ef the 
nation's allies in Germany, by preventing Ftiukc from 
fending fucb numerous armies into that countty aa it 
could have fpared, had not its fea-coafta recjuired a conti- 
dcrable body of forces for its defenfe againCl (he attempts 
of the Englifli. Indeed, the partifans of the minillry wers 
at grtat pains to fuggeft and inculcate a belief, that the war 
in Germany was chiefly fupportcd as a neceflary diverfion 
in favour of Great- Britain and her plantations, which 
would have been expofed to infull and invafion, had not 
the enemy's fprces been otherwile employed. But the 
abdirdity of this notion will at once appear to thofe who 
^nfider, that by this time GrcatrBritain was fole miflrefs 
qfthefea; that the navy of France was almoft ruined, 
and her commerce on the ocean quite cxiinguiflKd ; that 
~ flic could not, with the lead pralpe£l of fuccefs, hazard 
any expedition of confequence againft Great- Britain, or 
any part of her dominions, while the ocean was covered 
with fuch powerful navies belonging to that nation i and 
that if one third part of the money annually ingulfed iq 
the German vortex, had been employed in augmenting 
the naval forces of England, and thofe forces properly- ex- 
erted, not a fingle cruifer yyould have been able to liir fronf 
(he harbours of France; all her colonies in the Weft- 
Indies would have fallen an eafy prey to the arms of Great* 
Britain ; and thus cut off from the refources of comincrcr, 
■'■■'/' ■ - ■ ' ■ - ■ '■ ji,q 
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flic muft bav« been content to embcace fuch terms of peace chap. 
M the viflor Ibould have thought proper to prefcribe. , ' . 

§ XKXI- The fundi fftablifhed by the committee of uj*. 
'Ways and means, in order to realife fbofe articles of fupply, 
csnfi&ed of the male-tax, the land-tax at four (hillings in 
,lb^ P^'undy fums remaining in the Exchequer produced from 
■the {inkingfund, four millions (ivehundredthuufandpaund$, 
toberaifed by annuities, at three pounds ten fhillings per 
'Cent, per ann. and iive hundred thoufand pounds by a lot- 
.fery, attended with annuities redeemable by pailiament, after 
xhe rate 0/ three poundi per cent, per ann. thefe feveral an- 
rnuities to be transferrable at the Bank of England) and 
•charged upon afund tobeeftablilbed in thisfelBonafparlia- 
jnentfor payment thereof, and for which the finking fund 
•fliould beacalUteral fecurity*~one million, fix hundred anjd 
■iix thoufand and fcventy-fix pounds^ five fliUlings, one 
P 4 penny, 

* Itumi tatBei, Th*t eT"r peAa rubjcribiag for flTehuBdiedpounii* 

Aauld be endded [a four hundred tad filej' in annuides, and fifty paundt in 
lottery ticlceti, and fo in pioportion for a greater or lelTer fuini that the 
lottery AauJd conriltordcketi of the value of I«n pound) each, In aproportioa 
Dot exceeding eight blaaki to apriiei theUaikico be of the value uf fi( 
^undi each, the Uanl^ and piiui m bear «ji inteiell after ik* nte of thrt* 

, ,f Dunda per cent. In comiaence from die &ilt ity of January, in the year one 
thoufand feien hundred and fil'ty-nme j and [hat Chefuni of fwir nillioni, fi** 
Imodied thoufand puundi, ti be ruled by innuitiea, Jhould bear »n intereft 
jtftei the tateofthreepouniliJenlbiUingi percent, fiom the fifth day of July, 
lu du pieleni yeai, which annvidea llioDld tfond reduced to three pounds per 
-cent, aftet the eipiracioo of twenty- four ye^n, and afteiwardi be redecmablB 
JD the whole, or in put, by fume n ilelj than five hundred thooftod poundi It 
one time, fix month* notice hadag been Gill giRo of, fuch paymeoci [«- 
■lfe£tiriif; that any fsbfcriber might, on or befeie the iweoty-nintb d«y tf 
A^t, oiake«depofi[of tenpoundtpercen.on fuch fun) at he Qiould choofc 

'to fubfctibe toward, raiij^.g thefe 6w miJlioiw, «iih thecafliien of die^aolfr 
ai a fccurity for hii future paymcnti on the daji jppointed for that porpofcj 
diatthe feveral fuiMfi)«ceivsdoy the calhleri Ihould be paid iri»tb*r«eipt 
of the Exchequer, tote applied from time to time to fuch ferv^ei ai ihouU 

-the* kave b;en vi.t«J bj the Houfc of Commons in thij feffion of parlUmeafr 
Aud oot oiherwiii ! diat any (uofcriber paying the whole or any part of hii 
(abfcriptionpniiiu) to tbe dayaappwiited for the -refpeilive payment! Owuld 
\be allowed a difcounC, at the rate of three per cent, from the dap of fuch r*- 

.^sOin payment, (ft dw lefpeftive dmei on whisb fuch payments were dl- 
nOedCobGrnide, and that aU petfon. who Oiould make their full piymentt 

^n the raid lotttry Ihould »cei« tlxil OclwW » fiwn « A«J «»** ^ *«t- 

.wniiuly mads %vXt ■ ._ . 
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penny, one farthing, iflued and applied out of fuch monies si9 
ibouM or might arife from the Airplufles, excefles, and 
other revenues compofing the finking-fund — a tax of one 
{hilling in the pound to b« annually paid from all falaries, 
fees, and perquifites of offices and employments in Great- 
Britain, and from alt penfions and other gratuities payable 
out of any revenues belonging to his Majefty in Great- 
Britain, exceeding the yearly value of one hundred poiuids 
—an impofitibn of one fhiljing annually upon every dwel- 
ling-houfe inhabited within the kingdom of Great- Britain, 
pvcr and above all other duties already chargeable upon 
them, to commence from the fifth day of April — an addi- 
tional tax of fix-pence yearly for every window or light in 
every dwell ing-houfe inhabited in Britain which (hall 
contain fifteen windows or upwards; a continuation of 
certain afts near expiring, with refpeit to the duties pay- 
able on foreign fail-cloth imported into Great-Britain, 
the exportation ofSritifli gun-powder, the fecuring and 
fCicouraging the trade of his Majefty's fugar colonies In 
America, and the empowering the importers and proprie- 
tors of fpirits from the Britiih fugar plantations to land 
them before payment of the duties of cxcife, and to lodge 
them in warehoufes 3t their own expenfe — an annual tax 
of forty (hillings for a licenfe to be taken out by every per- 
fon trading in, felling, or vending gold or filver plate, 
jn lieu of the duty of fix-pence per ounce on alt ifilver 
plaie, made or wrought, or which ought to be touched, 
a{rayed, ov marked in this kingdom, which duty noy 
ceafed and determit^ed — a cclTation of all draw-backs 
payable on the exportation of filver plate — a law prohibit- 
ing all perfons from felling, by retail, any fweet or made 
wines, without having firft procured a licenfe for that 
purpofe— and a loan by Exchequer bills for eight hundred 
ihoufand pounds, to he charged on the firft aids to be 
grantfd in the riex( feffion of parliament, Thefe provi- 
ftons amounted to the fucn of eleven millions, fcventy- 
iiine thoufand, feven hundred and twenty-two pounds, fix- 
.fiiillings, and ten-pence, exceeding the grants in the fum 
oi hvc hundred ninety-three thoiifand, two hundred and 
fixty- 
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fixty-fire pounds, fix fliilHngs, and nine-pence, lb thtt 'L****'' 
the nation had reafon to hope that this furplui of above . ' _^ 

half a million Would prevent any demand for deficiencies in I7S& 
the next feflion. By thefe copious grants of a Houfe of 
Commons, whofe complaifance knew no bounds, the 
national debt was, atthisjun£lure, fweHed to the aftonlfh- 
ingfum of eighty-feven millions, three hundred and Axty- 
feven thoufand, two hundred and ten pounds, nineteen 
ffaitlings, and ten-pence farthing; aload that would have 
crufhed the national credit of any other ftate ia 
chriAendom. 

§ XXXn. The liberality of the parliament was like 
the rock in tbc wildernefs, which Howcd with the welcome 
ftream when touched by the rod of Mofes. The prefent 
fupply which the Commons granted for the fubfidence of 
the Hanoverian army was, in purfuanceof ameffagefrom 
his Majefty, communicated to the Houfe by Mr. Secre- 
tary Pitt, fignifying. That the King had ordered hia 
. ele£h>ral army to be put again in motion, that it might a£l 
with vigour againfl- the common enemy, in concert with 
his good brother and ally, (he King of Pruffia ; that the 
exhaufted and ruined ftatc of the decorate having ren- 
dered it incapable of maintaining that army, until the fur- 
ther necelTary charge thereof, as well as the more particu- 
lar meafures then concerting for Jhe efFeftual fupport of 
hisPruffian Majefty, could be laid before the Houfe, 'the 
King, relying on the conftant zeal of his faithful Com- 
mons for the fupport of the proteftant religion, and of the 
liberties of Europe againft the dangerous defigns of France 
and her confederates, fountf hlmfelf, in the mean time, 
tinder the abfolute neceffity of recommending to the Houfe 
the fpeedy conflderation of fuch a prefent fupply a» might 
enable his Majefty, in this critical conjunflurc, to fublift 
and keep together the faid army. This addrefs was no 
fooner recited by the Speaker, than it was unanimoufly 
referred to the committee of fupply, who gratified his Ma- 
jefty's wilb with an immediate refolutiun i and, confi-, 
deiing their generous difpofition, doubtleft the fame com- 
'■■ ■ ' - pliance 
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BOOK ptiaace would kave ap^artd, even tbougli no mention hal 

l_ ' ' been made of tfae protcftant idigion, vhicb,,to ogeavf 
;7jS. ordiou-y pcaetraiion, appeared to baveao natuivl coBcen 
in the prcfent difpate becweeH the belligcrciv powers, 
although former miaifters had often violeotly inUoducel 
it into melliges a^ fpeecbes from tke titrone, in ordw to 
idaazle the eyes of the populace, even vthile they iijiulted 
the underftanding of tbofe who wer« capable of excrcifing 
their own reafon. Thisprctextwaswoin ^thrcadbaie,that, 
aiDOBg the fenfible part of mankind, it cpitld n^ longer be 
. ufed without incurring contempt and ridicule. In ordet 
to perfD;^ mankind that the protcftvrt rdigioa vai t« 
danger, it would have been necefTary to Cpecify the do- 
figns that were foriqcd againft it, as wsij as the natuie of 
• the conTpiracy, and to defcwd to particulars, pcopcrly an- 
<benticatcd. In that cafe, great part of Eiwpe would 
bave been jitftly .altu-incd. The Sutes-General of the 
United 'Provifices, who have made fucb glorious and iod^- 
£ui gable effbrci in fuppoi;[«f the proteflant religion, wouU 
lurcly have lent an helping hand towards its pteferv^tioa. 
rrhe Danes would not ha«e ftood tamely seutral, and leea 
the religion they profefs cjcpoliEd to the rage of fuch a pow^ 
. crful confederacy. It is not to be iavigined that the 
Sweden who have fo zealouOy maintained the purity of^thB 
^pteftant faith, would aawjoia an adbciation whofe aiis 
was the ruin of that religion. It is^ot credible that eves 
the Hungarians^ wlvo profeis the fame faith, an.d othet 
pfotfiftant Itaws of the Empire, would enter fo heartily 
into the inteie^ of thofe who were bent upon its de- 
ftrufiioB i or that thf Ruffians would oontiibute t^ the 
laggiFamlifeiTtenK of tbe cath^ck faiUi and difciplin^ fa 
Appofite to that o£ the Greek church, which they cfpoulc. 
As, (hecefoWi no particular of fuch a defign was ex- 
plained, «os)A ofQpprciEon towards any pioteflantftatc or 
itjbcicty pointed out^ except tbofe that were excerdfed bf 
%k* protefiams tbemfelves ; and as the court of Vienna 
»pcatedly di&vowed any fuch defign, in the tffo0 folein« 
madinWk thff.up^rcjudiced|>3ftiif ouAkijid iirill be apt 19 
cooclude 
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conclude l)iat the ory of nligion vnA ufcd, Kintormtr chap. 
t'tnest to aroiffe, alann, and inflame ; nor did the artifice ^ _ _' . 
prove altogether unfuccefsful, Notwithftanding the i^jS. 
general Itike-warmth of the age in matters of religion, it 
produced confiderable efFefl among the fansticlc fe^arics 
that fwarm through the kingdom of Ejigland. The 
leader! of thofe biind enthuJlafts, cither actuated by tba 
^irit of dduiion, or defirous of recommending themfelvcs 
to the piotei^ion of the higher powers, immediately (eilcd 
|the hint, expatiating vehemently on the danger that im- 
pended over God's people ; and everting ali their faculties 
to imprefs the belief of a religious war, which never fail* 
to exafperaie and impel the minds' of men to fuch deeds of 
ctuelty and revenge as muft discredit all religion, and even 
dtfgrace humanity. The fignal truft and confidence which 
the parliament of England rcpofcd in the King, at thia 
jundure, was in nothing mqre coafpicuous than in leaving 
. to tlie crown the unlimited application of the fum granted 
for augmenting the falaries of the judges. In the reign of 
King William, when the a& of feltkbient was paSed, the 
pariiament, jealoiis of the influence which the crown might 
ac<}uire oyer the judges, provided, by an exprelV claufeof 
that i&i that the commiffions of the judges Ihould fubtif^ 
quam diufi bins gifftrint, and that iheir falaries Iho^ld be 
jtftabliihed : but now we find a fum of money granted for 
the augmentation of their falaries, and the crown relied 
with a ditcretionary power to proporfioa and apply tbi^ 
augmentation : a ftr^tch of compJaifsJi^e, which, hoia 
fife focverjtmay.appear during the reign 9f a prince famed' 
for integrity and moderation, will perhaps one day be con-* 
fidered as a very dangerous acce^on to the prerogative. 

% XXXIII. So fully perfuaded were the miniftry that 
the Co(Bmon« would cbear fully enable them to pay what 
fubfidies they might promife to their German allies,- that 
pn the eleventh of April they concluded a new treaty or 
convention with his Pruffian Majefty, which, that it might 
have the firmer GonfiiieiKe, and the greater authority, was* 
pil the part of Great- Britain, tranfafited and figned by 
- almpft 
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POOK slmoft »11 the privy-counfcIIorA who had anyihare in the 

, ' J adminiAration*. This treaty, which was figned at W«ft-- 
i7iS. miniler, itnporCali " That the contrafling powers having 
mutually lefolved to continue their efforts for "flieir reci- 
procal detenfe and Tccurity, for the recovery of their pof- 
feffions, the piotcdion of their allies, and ,ihe fupport of 
the liberties of the Germanick body, his Britannick Ma- 
jefty had, from thefe CDnfiderations, determined to grant 
to his Pruffian Majefly an immediate fuccour in money, 
as being the ntoft ready and the moft efficacious, ^nd their 
MajeAies having judged it proper that thereupon a con- 
vention Ihould be made, (nr declaring and fixing their in- 
tentions upon this' head, they had nominated and autho- 
rifed theii lefpe^ive. mitfiAers, who, after having commu- 
nicated their full powers to one another, agreed to the fol- 
lowing flipulationa :— The King of Great-Britain engaged 
to pay in the city of Loacionf to fuch perfon as Oiould be 
authorifed to receive it by his PrvISan Majefly, tiie fum_of 
four millions of German crowns, amounting to fix hundred 
and feventy tlioufand pounds flerling, to be paid at once, 
and in one whole fum, immediately after the exchange of 
ratifications, upon being, demanded by his Pruffian Ma- 
jeQy. This prince, on his part, obliged himfelf to apply 
that fum to the maintaining and augmenting his forces, 
which Ihould aifl in the beS' manner for the good of the 
common caufe, and for the purpole of reciprocal defenfe 
and mutual fecurity, propofed by their faid Majeflies. 
Moreover, the high contracting parties engaged not to 
' conclude any treatyof peace, truce, or neutrality, nor any 
ether fort of convention or agreement, with the powers 
engaged in the prefent war, but in concert and by mutual 
agreement, 
• Thefe were. Sir Robert Henley, lord keeper of Ae gretf fell j JoIib 
£iri vf Cran<ille, piefiileatof the council; Thorn >■ Hollei Duke of New. 
ciUle, fu& coaimlflionet of the Treafgtj j Robert Bui of Holdemene, onq 
of cbe principal recretirlei of (tite ; Philip XacI of Haidwicke } and William 
Pilt^ Efij. another of the principal fecrctarjci of Ihtc. In the name >nd 
«g the part of his PniSan Majclly, the Sieun Dado Heoiy, Buon of Knyp. 
haufeit, his ptlij counleUoraf embifTy, and minifter pleDipoltntiacj attli^ 
MurCof [.oadonj and LaiiitMichEl,bi)[e5dent and charge d'a&alifi. 
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agreementi wherein 'both ftiould be tiomtnally compre- chap, 
iiended. Finally, it was fiipulated that rfais convention ■ . ' ■ 

fiwuld be ratified, and tKe ratifiCBtiofis oxchanged on both 1758, 
fidcs^ within the term of fix weeks, tb be computed from 
(he day of figntng this prefent convention* or fooncr, rf 
poffible. 

§ XXXIV". All the refohitions to which thecommittee 
of ways and medns agrenl were executed by bills, or 
claufcs in bills, which afterwards received the royal fanc- 
tion. The militiaAilicontinued to be an obje£t of par^ 
liantentary care and attention : but theinflitution was not 
yet heartily en:\braced, becaafe l«emitigly difcountenanced 
by the remnant of the old miniftry, which ftifl maintained 
a capital place in the late coalition, and indeed almoft 
wholly cngroffed the diflrlbution of penfions and places; 
Xhc Commons having prefented an addrefs to his Mi- 
jefty, with refpcfl to the harbour of '^flford'havcn, a 
book of plans and eftimates for fortifying that harbour 
was laid before the Hauie, and aicofnoiittee appointed to 
examine the particalais: They were of opinion that th^ 
mouth of the harbour Was too wide to admit of any fbrtt- 
ikation, or ededual defenfej bat that the pafTage called 
Nailand point, lying higher than Hubberff one- road, might 
be fortified, foastoatfbrd fa fe riding and protcdlion to 
the trade and navy of Great-Britain : that, if it fliould 
bethought proper hereafter to eflablilh a yard and dock 
for building and equipping fleets at Milford, noplace 
could, from the fituation, nature, foil, and 2 general 
concurrence of all netefTary local circuniflances, be more 
fitted for foch a defign : that if a. [tfoper' life were made 
of this valuable though long-negIe3ed harbour, the 
diftretsful delaye, too 'often embarralfing and difappoiming 
the; nation in her naval' operations, might be in a great 
mcafure happily removM, to the infinite relief and en- 
largement of the kingdom in the means of improving its 
. cava) force) the nec«l&ry progrefj and free execution of 
wtucb was now Ca unhappily and frequently retrained arid 
iruflrated, by tfaewant of-a h»bour lt&«that of Miifoid-' 
hav?n, 
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BOOK haven, framed by nxtare with fdch locU advantages. 
' , This report appeared to be to well ftipported bjr evidence, 
i7jS. that a bill was framed, and pafled into an ad;, for gratiiin^ 
ten choufand pounds towards carrying On the works fat 
ibrtifying and fecnriiig; the harbotir of Milfbrd in tht 
county of Pembroke. Other laws of national confequetict 
wcfeenaded, in the courfe of this feffibn, with littltfor 
no opptrfition. On-thc very Brft day of their littingt the 
Commons received a petition from the taayor, magiftrate*, 
jnerchanta, and iflhabitams of Liverpool, complaiAtng 
of the high price of wheat, and other grain j exprcffing 
their apprehenJioD that it would tontintie to rile, unlefi 
the time for the ioiportatioa of foreign corn duty free 
flKwld be prolonged, or fome other fa]utary meafure taken 
by pdt liftmen t, to prevent dealers from engroffing cem{ 
fubmitting to the wifdoiAof the Hpak a total prohibitiati 
of diftilhng and exporting graiti while the high price 
. ibould continue ; praying they vroUld take the preatUSA 
iato conTtderation-, -and gnuit a ftiifcaiabic < relief to the 
petitioners, by a oantinvanM of a free importation, and 
taking' fuch other efle^iUl means to. reduce the growing 
price of corn m to them flwuld fbetn neceflary mni ex- 
pedient. This betiig an urgent cafe, that equally >ntk> 
refted the humanity of the legidature and the mam* 
fa<Sum of the kingdom, it was deliberated upbn, rad 
difcufled with- remukable defpatck In a few daya a bill 
«a* prepared, ^afleij, through both Hobfes, and enaScd 
into a law, continuing. till tfae.twenty-foarth day of De* 
cember, in the prefent year, the three iSts of laA MBcmi 
for prohibiting the exponation of c6r6 } for prcddbicinj 
the diftillation offpiriis; andfor allowing the hnportaticm 
of corn duty free. A (econd law was eUahliflied, rcgti-' 
lating the price and aSfe of bread, and fubjefiing to 
fevere penalties thofe who Ihould be - concerned ' in its 
adulteration. In confequence of certain refolutions taken 
in a committee of the whole Houfe, a bill was prelented 
fc»- prohibiting the payment .of ths. bounty upon Ao 
exportation of coin, unlefi 6M at ithirtt pitjce than ii 
allowed 



Dgili.wbyGOO'^ie 



O E O R G £ 11. 222 

tdlowed m m aA paflcd in the fiift year of the rei^of chap. 
WiUiamanlMwy: but this bill, after having been read ^_^"._| 
Aivcond tiawy.aodceiitinitted, tru ncgte&d, and proved 175!. 
xbortive. 

§ XXXV. In confeqiicncc of a motion made by Mr. 
GKaviUo> « hanabe bill wa> prepared and brought in 
Sot tbe mcouragctecnt of fcameo employed in the royal 
■■vy, eftabli&iiig it regular method for the panSual* 
JtW^uent, abd certain payment of tbcir wages ; enabling 
Aem more cafily and readilyto remit money for the fupport 
of tbsii wivebaiid funilieit and preventing the frauds and 
aAhifes attending fuch piymeBt». This bill, bftving pafTed 
tile i'Oifer Roufe, engaged la a very panictiUr manner 
the >atteittion of the IJords, who, by divers meHagei to 
tbo Houfe of CoamMiu, defircd the attendance of feveral 
Members. Tbefe meflages being ttkea into conlidcratlont 
ibveral precedenta were, recited J a debate arofe about their 
Ibrmali^, and tbe Houfe una&imoudy lefdved that s 
•Kfiiige ibould be fent to the Lords, acquainting them 
that the Houfe of ComraoAs, not being fufficiently in- 
fixtned ^ riieir mefiagea upoa what grounds, or for what 
purpofes, their lonKbips defircd the Houfe would give 
iMnre tofuch of th^r members as were named in the bid 
loeffagea to attend the Houfe of Lords, in order to be 
kxtbmnid. -npon the fecond reading of the bill ; tbe Com- 
aions hoped, their lordlhjps would make them acquainted 
Mlh tbei^ intention. The Lords^ in anfwer to this in-* 
titnarioa, gave, the Commons to underftand> that they 
Afircd the attdndance of Cbe members mentioned in their 
Bxtflagcs, th^ they might be examined as witnefTes upoa 
the ferand reading o{ tbe bill. This explanation being 
defeMed facisfadory, the members attended (he Houfe <^ 
Lenb, where they were carefully and fully examined, as 
pcrfons coBverfant in fea-aSairs, touching the inconve- 
■nencies which had formerly attended the fea-fervice, a< 
well as the remedits now propofed : and the bill having 
fa&sd throogh their Houfe, though not without warm 
uppQ&ttoa, was cQA&ed into a law by bia Majefty'a 

aJftot, 



...Gooi^lc 



22+ historV Of eNgI^akd. 

BOOK afient. The militia-a<a, as it paff«d in the laft feffioft, 
' , ' being found upon trial defeflive, Mr. Towhfliend moved 
1758, ' for leave to bring in a new bill, to explain, amende and 
enforce it : this Was accordingly allowed, prepared, and 
pafled into a law ; though it did not fecm altogether free 
from material objections, fome of which necc of an alarm-' 
ing nature. The power veiled by law in the trown 
over the. militia is even more independent than that 
which it exercifes over the ftanding army : for this laft 
expjres^ at the end of the year, if not continued by a new a& 
of parliament ; whereas the militia is fubje&cd to thepovrer 
of the crown foi- the term of five years, during which it may- 
becatled out into a£tualfervice without confent of parlia- 
ament, and confequently employed for finifter purpofesj 
A commiffion-officcrin die militia may be detained, as 
fubjeft to the articles of war, until the. crown Ihall allow 
the militia to return to their refpe^ive piiifius; and thus 
engaged, he is liable t<ideath as a ihutiDeei:,.Drdeferttr, 
Alould be refufe to appear in arms, and fight in fupport of 
the worft meafUres of the, worft minifter. Ssveralmcr- 
chants, and manufadiurers of filk, offered a petition, rs- 
prefenting, that in coitfequence of the aiSt: pafled in the 
lall fefllon, allowing the importation of ifine.organziiie 
Italian thrown fillc till the frrft dayof December in the 
year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty feven, they bad 
. given orders to their correfpon dents abroad to fend large 
quantities of fuch filk through Germany to Hamburgh and 
Holland, which in the common courfe of things might 
probably have arrived in London before the zEt expired, 
if their carriage had not been protraSed by the great raina 
and inundations in Italy and Germany, in the months of 
Augufl and September laft, which rendered the roads for 
many weeks impafTable : that from unlucky accidents oa 
ftore, and fiorms and contrary winds after the filk was 
Ihipped', it could not poffibly arrive within the time Kmtt- 
ed by the a£l ; and unlefs it fbould be admiued to an 
entry, they, the petitioners, would be great fu6erers». 
the manufactures greatly ptejudiced, and the good end 
4 and 
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and purpofe of the aft in a great meafure fruftrateJ ; they, 
therefore, prayed leave to bring in a bill for allowing the < 
introduftion of all fuch line Italian organzined fillc as 
ihould appiear to have been fbipped In Holland and Ham- 
burgh for Lon()on, on or before the firft day of December. 
The petition being rcfi;rred to a committee, which re> 
ported that thefe allegations were true, the Houfe com- 
pKed with their requefl', and the bill having pafTed, wai 
cnaded into a law in the ufual form. A fpcedy pafTage 
was lilcewife granted to the mutiny bill, and the other 
annual meafure for regulating the marine forces, which 
contained nothing new or extraordinary, A committee 
being appointed to enquire what laws were already ex- 
pired, or near expiring, they performed this difficult taflc 
with indefotigable patience and perfeverance ; and in purfu> 
ance of their refolutions, three bills were prepared and 
pafTcd into laws, continuing fome ads for a certain time, 
and rendering others perpetual*. 

Vol. IV. . Q. §xxxvr. 

* AnwDg thofe rendered perpetuil, we find an aft of the 13th and 14th at 
ChatUall- far piCTenting (btlt ud rapine. > An aA of ihcglh of George I. 
for punilliing pcifoni going vDiedin difguife. A daufe in an aft of ciiefitli 
of George n. to pretent the bieiking down the bank uf any riterj tad 
UOtber dlufe in the faid id, to premnc the treidiernm cutting of hup bjndl. ' 
Sfrerai datfel in an aft of the lolh of Georgi: II. for pumlliiiig perfafli fet- 
tingon Greanymine, &c. The temparary partaf theiQof lOth of Ceotge 

II. for taking away tbe hereditary jurifdl^ioni of Scotland, relating to iha 
powerof appealing to circuit cou'Cs. Thofe continued were, I. An aft of 
the nth of George II. for granting liberty to carry fugars, Sec. until the 
tWenty'lUath day of September, in the year one tboufand feven hundred and 
Gity'fout, and to the cad of the next leffioa of parliamcat. II. An ad of 
the 5th of Ceorge II. to prevent frauds by bankrupt', tec. for the fame pcriodi 

III. AnaaoftheSthofGeoige II. fur encouraging the imporr^tlon of naval 
ftoTCi, Jccforthefamc period. IV. An aQ of the i^ih of George II, for 
preventing fraud] in tlieadmeafurement of coals, &c. until June 24, 1759; 
and to this wai added, a perpetual daule for preventing Lhe lUaling orde- 
ftroyiag of maddrr roots. V, An aft of the 9th of George II. for encoura- 
ging the manufiifture of BiitiOi fail-doth until the twenty -ninth ufSeptupber, 
onethoufand feven hundred and fiity-four. VI. An afl of the ^ih of George 
II. granting an allowance upon Britjlh made gun-powder, for the fame period. 
VJt. An aft of the flh of George 11. for encouraging the trade 'of the fugar 
CDlon'ea. until the twenty-ninth oF September, one thoufsni feven hundied 
suid fizty'.ooe. And, VIII. fo mach of the a£t of the i;rh and i6lh of 
Geo. II. to empower theimpoiten of rum. Set. as relatei to landing it berora- 
the payment of dutiea, until (he twenty-ninth of September, one thoulaad 
fcveti kvadrtd ud fiity-four. 
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- § XXXVI. The tord>inayor, aldenlien, and commoM of 
I the city of hoaioa, in common-council diembled, luiving 
drawD up % petition to the Houfe of Commons, aUcdgin^ 
that the toll upon loaded veflels, or other ciaft, paffing 
through the arches of London-BridgCr granted by m 
former ad, paflcd in the year one thoufand feven hu^drett 
and fifty, for improving, widening, and enlarging Ac 
pafTage both under and over the laid bridge, was alto- 
gether precarious, ^nd infufficient to defray the txpcaCe, 
including that of a temporary wooden bridge already 
created; and praying that a bill might be prepared, -far ex- 
plaining and rendering that •i& eSeduat ; a committoe 
y^as appointed to examine the contents, and a bill brsagfat 
in according to their requeft. This, bowever, w4s op> 
pofed by a petition from feveral perfom, owners of barges 
»nd other craft navigating theriwr Tiumes,wboaffinii«dy 
that if the bill Piould pafs into s Jaw as it then ftaod^ 
it would be extremely injutioui to the pMitionen In par- 
ticular, and to the publick in general. TIkIc were 
beard by their cout^el before the commitne, but bo repert 
waE yet given, when the temporary bridge was reduced to 
aihes. Then the mayor, aldermen, and commons of 
London prefented another petition, Pledging, AaX, m 
purfuance of the powers vc^d Ib them hy »& of parlia- 
laent, they had already demoliAed a good number of ibe 
houfeson London-Bridge, and directed ther^ that were 
itanding to be taken down with all coDveaicnt expedkioo, 
that two of the arches might be laid into onefw the im- 
provement of the navigation ; that they had, at a very 
great expenfe, erected a temporary wooden bridge, to pre- 
fcrvc a publick pallage to and from the city, until tb« 
great arch could be iiniflied, which temporary bridge 
being confumed by iircr they mull rebuild it with the 
grcaiefl: expedition, at a further congderable expenfcj 
that the fum neceSiiry for carrying on and c(»»pleting 
tiii& great and ufeful work, including the rebuilding of 
the faid temporary bridge, was cHimated at fourfcore 
thoufand pounds ; and as the improving, widcnisg, and 
enlarging London-Bridge was calculated for the gcnerat 
5 S***"* 
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f;ood of the pvUicfc,' for the advancement of tndt and chap. 
commcfce, and f<Jr making the navigation upon the riTcr , ' . 
Thames more hh aad fecure j ^y, thcrerore, prayed the lyjS. 
HcMire to take the premilTea into ctHifideration. This pe- 
tition being reoommended by hit Ma.jeRj to the confkler- 
ation of the Hmfe, was r^rred to the committee of 
fiipply, and produced the relblution of granting fifteen 
tbonfand poundi towards the rebuilding of London-Bridge. 
A bill was prepared, under the title of an aft to im- 
pTore, mdeuf and enlarge the paflage orer and through 
London-Bridge, enforcing the payment of the toll im- 
pofed upon loaded vcflels, which had been found extremely 
burthenfomc to trade j but this incumbrance was prc- 
tentcd by another petitidn of feveral merchants, tradef- 
ineni and other inhabitants of the borough of Southwark, 
taking notice of the fifteen thoufand pounds granted to^ 
wards the repair of London-Bridge, and, as they were 
informed, intended to make the faid bridge free for alt 
hit M^efty's fubjei^ ; they fatd th^ hoped to partake of 
this puhlick bounty; but afterwards hearing that the bill 
then depending was confined to the tolls formerly granted 
for repairing the faid bridge, they reprcfented the hard- 
fliipi which they and all traders would continue to labour 
under; they allcdged, that the furveyors and workmen 
then employed upon this work had difcovered the true 
principles on which the bridge was built s that the foun- 
dation of the' piers conftfted of hard durable ftone, well ce- 
mented together, and now as Urongand firm as when firft 
built ; that when the bridge fhould be finifhed, great favings 
would bemade in keeping it inrepair, from the fums formerly 
expended, ona miftaken opinion, that the foundation was of 
wood : that there were very confiderabic eftates appointed 
folely for the repairs of the bridge, which, they apprehend- 
ed, would be fufEcient tg maintain it without any toll -; or if 
they Oiould not be thought adequate to that purpofe, they 
hoped the deficiency would not be made up by a toll upon 
trade and commerce, but rather by an- tmpofition on 
coaches, chariots^ chaifcs, and faddlc-horfes. This re> 
Q_ 2 monfliance 
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BOOK monftrance made no imprcffion on the Houfe. ThebiH- 

,^ _ '"'_ _^ being, on a motion of Sir John P !,read a third time, 

175S. palled through both Houfes, ^nd obtained the royai affent. 
§ XXXVII. The interefb of the manufa^tincs was 
alfo confulied in an a£l encouraging the growth of madder, 
a plant e0entiaily necefTary in dying and printing callicoes, 
which may be raifed in England without the leafi incon- 
venience. It was judged, upon enquiry, that the moit 
clfeAual means to encourage the growth of this commo- 
dity would be to afceitain the tithe of it, and a bill wa> 
brought in for that purpofe. The rate of the tithe was 
eftablifbed at five Ihillings an ^rc ; and it was enaScd, 
, that this .law fbould continue in force for fourteen years, 

and to the end of the next feffioh of parliament ; but 
wherefore this encouragement was made temporary it is 
not eafy to determine. The laws relating to the poor, 
though equally numerous and opprelSve to the fubje^, 
having been found defeflive, a new claufe, relating to 
the lettlement of fervanti and apprentices, was now added 
to an a^ pafTed in the twentieth year of the prefent reign, 
intituled, " An aft for the better adjufling and more ^y 
recovery of the wages of certain fervants, and of certain 
apprcnUces." No country in the Unlverfe can produce 
fbmany lawi made in behalf of the poor as thofe that aredai- 
]y accumulating In England : in no other country is there 
ib much money raifed for their fupport, by private charity, 
as well as publick taxation; yet this, as much as any 
country, fwarms with vagrant beg^rs, and teems with 
objects of miiery and dillrefs ; a fure fign either of mif- 
condu£l in the legillacure, or of fhameful relaxation 
in the executive part of the civil adminillration. — The 
Icenes of corruption, perjury, riot, and intemperance 
which every elc^llon for a member of parliament had 
lately produced were now grown fo infamouily open and 
intolerable, and the right of voting was rendered fo obfcure 
and perplexed by the pretenfions and proceedings of alt 
the candidates for Oxfordfhire in the laft ele<9ion, that 
the fundamentals of the conllitution fccmed to fliake, and 

the 
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the very^ence of parliaments to be in danger, AAuatcd *"*'■ 
ty thefe apprehenfions. Sir John Phillips, a gentleman of ^ , ,, .' .j 
.Wales, who had long diftioguifhedl himfelf in the oppo- i;;'- 
-fitton, by his courage and independent fpirit, movpd for 
•leare to bring in a bill that Ihould obviate any doubts 
which might arife concerning the elcftors of knights ef 
the Jhire to ferve in parliament for England, and further 
-regulate the proceedingi of (uch eJedions. He was 
accordihglyfjcnnitced tobring in fuck a bill, in conjundion 
with Mr. i ownrflund, Mr. Cornwall, and Lords North 
-iad Carytiott ; abd in the ufual courfe, the bill being pre- 
pared, was eaafled into, a law, under the title of, ** An a£l 
^of-further explaining the taws touching the clears of 
-knights dfthe Qiirc to ferve in parliament for that part of 
^reat-Britain called Engtaod." The preamble fpeciScd, 
That though, by an tSt pafled In the eighteench year of 
the prefent reign, it was provided, that ns perfon might 
'vote at the election of a kttight or knights of a {hire 
within England and Wales, .without having a freehofd 
-cftate^ in the county for which be votes, of the dear yearly 
-value of forty {hillings, over and above all tims and 
charges, payable out of or in refpcA to the faihe ; never- 
'tbelefs, certain perfons, «h« tiotd their eAatM by copy of 
court-roll, pretend to a rtght of voting, and' have, at 
certain tinesj prefumed to vote at fuch elcdJons ; this 
a£t, therefore, ^ordained, that fittm Mid after the twenty- 
ninth day oFJnne, in the prclcnt year, no perfon who 
Jloldi his eftsle by copy of court-rbll fhould be entitled 
thereby to voteat the eleSibn of any knight or knights of 
a flure within England or Wales ; but every fuch vote Ihould 
Iwvoid, and the perfon fo yotiogfiiould forfeit fifty pounds 
40 any candidate for whom Cuph vote fhould not have been 
^ven, and who Qiould firft fuc for the fame, Co be recovered 
with full cofts« by aSion of debt, in any court of judi- 
cature*. So far the ad, thus procured, may be attended 
0,3 with 

*Fat themencifyKCOTCryDFtbUrDrfiic, it wii anidcd, Tbit the flain. 
jtiH'iDfucb tffma might only Tet forth, in ibe dccliiitira or bill, thictbc 
jc£;ailul w^iin^tbuil M him in t^CiuaolbftyfOuait, «UedtiD| t^ cjBealc 
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BOOK with Alut^ry coaftqiiences : but, in all probability, the 

. ' . intention of its firft movers and patron* wai not fully 
^175). anfwered} iiufoiuchuno provi&on was madcfor putting 
K flop to that fpiritof Jicenfe, drunkcnnelt, and debauch- - 
eiyy which prevails at almt^ every elcdton, mdhaaa 
very pernicious ette£k upon tbe. monls of the people. 

$XXXVni. Among the biUt that mifcMrtcd in the 
courfeof this fcffioB, feme turned on pointt of great cobGs- 
qucnce to tbe community. Lord Barrington, Mr. Thomaa 
Gore, and Mr. Charles Townlhend, were ordered by 
the Houfe to prepare a bill for the fpecdy and eScQaaX nh- 
cruiting his Majefiy's land forces and marinear which was 
no more than a tranfcript of the temporary a& pafled in 
the preceding feffion under tbe fame title ; but the in»* 
jority were averfe to its being continued for another year, 
as it was attended with Tome prejudioe to thelibertj oif tbe 
fubj«£l. Objections of the fame nature tn^bt have beea 
as juftly ftaricd againft another bill, for the more efictQiv 
, ally manfling of bis MajeAy's navy, for preventing dc- 

fertion, and for tberdiri^ and eneouragemcstof feamca 
belonging to Ihipa and veflels in the fervice of tbe mcr* 
chants. , The purport of this piojeA was to eftabliCh r»- 
gifiers or mufter-roUs of all fcamen* fifliermen, lighten* 
incn, and watermen ; obliging flup-maftqrs to leave fub> 
/cribcd lifts of their re^edive cretn at offices, maintaiaei 
for that purpofe, that a certain number of them mightbe 
chc^ea by lot for his Majeftjr's fervice, in any cafe at 
emergency. This expedient, however, wa^rcjedcd, at 
an unnecenaryandinefibClual incumbciaoce on comnxrcc^ 
Vhich would hamper. navigation, and in a Httle time di- 
tninifh tbe number of feamen, of confcquenM aA di*> 
Bietncally oppofite to the purpofe foe which it wu coo* 
trtved. 
fof which the fuic Otoaliht bcoBRh^ ud tLit dx idtadant h*d tOtt 
MDttaiy u tbit ad, tritkout mentiaiung tbe writ of Ammoiu- to jnliamcaV 
or the RtuTD thcnof i ind, upaa trial of >ny ilTiie, ths pluntiff Quiuld not 
be obliged ID proie the writ of rummom la pirliimEnt, 01 the return ibeteoF, 
•Tinjr wirriDtarautboritjrtnllwaierilFnpsi) my fitch writ: titt eiwyfuch 
t&iaa OiODld be commenced within nine month* (ftzr tbe fad committed ; 
*nd that, if tbe plilntlfr bouM dirtanliniie hi* ifiioB, «r benanfiHted, flc 
^TejudgeiiKiiCsJrea iguiillbim, the defendant IhouldieconiUcUcwbi 
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<tiw3, — Nuinbet4elG ftauch having been comAiitted, aitd £hai>. 
tecclliint lawiiiits produc«t, by private and clandeftinC ^'^'"' ^ 
^onveyancei, a motion wis made, and leavo given, to form i;ji. 
a bill foi tke publick legrftering of ^1 d«edst conveyances, 
witk, and other incufnbvrancM, that might affed any 
ihonoura, manours, lanih, tenemcntB, and beicdinmenti, 
within the kingdom of England, wdiarain publicic regiOsKs 
wen not already appojnted by zSt «f parliament : but thw 
jnei^HCo, fo necefi2r.y to the afcertaiftment and poQeffioa 
•ef property, met witft a vleleitt oppofition ; and waa 
Anally dropped, as -Tome people imagine, through thein^ 
Juenee-of thala who, pftrhaps, had particular retfons for 
fCOuilftaaating the prefent fflyfterious form* of CMivey- 
.anefng. Such a bill muft alfo havB been difagrecable and 
atonifpag to the iNride of thofe landholders wh<de eftatea 
-were iacuinba^, bccaufe, in confequence of fuch a re- 
giAer, every mortgage wider which they Jaboitred would 
^exadJyJcnown.-— Tlu Aext «bje£t to which the Houfe 
iConveited its attention, was a bill explaining and amend-* 
ing ablate a& for eftaUifbing a fifh-markft in the city of 
Wcftminfter, and preventing Icandaloui tnonopotics of ^ 
t»w wigfoOing £Ih-mongerE, who impolU exotbitanc 
{iriccs on their fifll, and in tfaiS' particular branch ^ trafficlc 
javelcw to above fui bundr»d Ahvufand of their fellow- 
civiBetM. AiHuidance ^ paint wa8<9ken to sender thit 
-Mlflffe^HaK for putting an end to fuch flagrant impo*- 
^on, Enquiries were made, petitions read, counfel 
Aeafd, and alterations propofed : at Jength the bill, having , 
^palled through the. Lower Houfe, was conveyed to the 
iMtiSf among whom it was fulFercd to expire, on pretcnc* 
<tiiat there was jiot.tiinc\fliScieat.to deJihei^ maturely oi^ 
*he fubjeft. < 

^ XXXIX. The ocoriion that producefi ^nmxtWi 
'Which mifcarried wcSiall explain, as an' incident equaltjT 
tcKtraordinary and' interefting. $y an aEk pafTed in the 
jjreceding fefEon, for recruiting his Majefty's land-€arce« 
Jind marines, we have already obferved, that the commif- 
^oners rijcpsbj appointed were vcfted with a power of jud^ 
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.BOOK ing ukiniatcly whether the perfons brought before them 
^ ' J were fuch as ought, by the rules prefcribed in the afl, to 
I7j3. be imp re fled into the fervice ; for it was exprefsly pro- 
vided, that no perfon, fo itnprefled by thofe commi^oneraa 
ibould be taken out o( his Majclly's fervice fay any proccfi, 
other than for fome criminal accufation. During the 
recefs of parliament, a gentleman having been impreflcd 
before the commiJBoners, and confined in the Savoy, hi* 
friends made application for a habea*- corpus, which pro- 
duced fome befit a tion, and indeed an infurmountable diffi- 
culty : for, according to the writ of habeas- corpus, pafled 
in the reign of Charles the Second, this privilege rd&tcs 
only to perfons committed for criminal or fuppofed crimw 
nal matters, and the gentleman did not fiand in that pre- 
dicament. Before the queftion could be determined be 
was difcharged, in confequence of an ap^ication tothe 
fecrelary at war ; but the nature of the cafe plainly 
pointed out a defedt in the aSk, feemingly of the moft 
dangerous confequence to the liberty of the fubje^. In 
order to remedy this defeiS, a bill for giving a morcfpcedy 
relief to the fubje^, upon] the writ of habeas •corpus, 
was prepared, and prefented to thcHoufe of Commona, 
which formed itfelf into a committee, and made feveral 
amendments. It imported, that the feveral proviiions 
made in the aforefaid aH, palTed in the reign of Charles 
II. for the awarding of writs of habeas-corpus, in cafes of 
commitment, or detainer, for any criminal or fuppofed 
criminal matter, Ihould, in like manner, extend to all 
cafes where any perfon, not, being committed or detained 
iOr any criminal or fuppofed criminal matter, ibould be 
confined, or retrained of his or her liberty, under any 
colour or pretenfc wbatfocver : that, upon oatb inada 
by fucb perfon fo confined or rcflrained, or by any other 
OD his or her behalf, of anyaflual confinement orre&raiot, 
and that fuch confinement or reflraint, to the bcft of 
the knowledge and belief of the perfon fo applying, was 
not by virtue of any commitment or detainer for any 
criminal ^r fuppofed criminal matter, an habeas'cor- 
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pus, Jireficd to the petlon w perfons (o confining or chap. 
reftraining the pait^, as aforeraid, Ihoutd be awarded ' . 

and granted, in the fame manner as is dire&ed, and i7s>. 
under the. fame penalties as are provided by the laid 
.ad, in the cafe of pcnons committed and detained for 
an^ criminal or fuppofed crhninal matter : that the perfoa 
or perfons before whom the party {6 confined or reftrained 
fltould be brought, by virtue of any habeas-corpus granted 
in the vacation- time, under the authority of this aQ^ 
might and fliould, within three days after the return 
made, proceed to examine into the fa^ contained in 
fuch return, and into, the caufe of fuch confinement 
and reftra^'; and thereupon either difcbirge, or bail, or 
cemand the parties' fo brought, as the cafe fhould require, 
and as to juftice Qiould appertain. The reft of the bill 
related to the return of. the writ in three days, and the 
penalties incurred bytbofc who. Ihould neglet^ or refufe 
to make the due return, or to comply with any other 
claufe of this regulation. The Commons feeniM beartjr 
in rearing up this additional buttrefs to the libefty of their 
fellow fubje£ls, and pa&ed the bill with the moft lajidabla 
alacrity : but in the Houfe of Lords fuch a great number 
of o^dions was ftarted, that it funk atthefecond read- 
ing, and the judges were ordeied to prepare a bill for 
the feme purpofe, to be laid beffire that Hoiile in ibc next 
leiEon, ■..,... 

§ XL. His Majefty having recommended the care oC 
the.Foundling-Hofpitai tol theHoiifc of Comniotis, which 
chearfully granted forty thou faind pounds for the fupport 
of that charity, the growing annual expenfcof it appear- 
ed worthy offurther confideration, and leave was granted 
to bring in a bill, fur obliging all the parifhEs' of England 
^nd Wales to keep regillerb of alt thfeir deaths, births, 
and marriages, that from thefe a fund might be raifed 
towards the fupport of the faid hofpital. .The bill was 
aiccocdingly prepared by a committee appointed for the 
. purpofe J but before the Houfe could take the report into 
(^onfidcration ihp parliament wasiprorogucd. The pro- 
p rietort 
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BOOS prietonof the privaKcf caJifid the AntigaUicaii, whkh 
' , bwl uJten n rich French iiip homewird-boiiiid from 
J7ji. China, auid carried Iter into Cadix, when the Spainiih 
govcramest hxl wreflcd her by violoncs fran the capton, 
and delivered her lo the Franch ownen, aaw prcfented a 
petitiea to t^ Haute ciCammtmaj complainmg; of thit 
tnteipofitifHi as an a£i of partiality and injidliee; icpiv- 
&nting tke great cxpei^ at wfakb tt^e privateer had beca 
equipped, thel^ality of the captuBc, the I0& and hardihipi 
which they the -pciitisnecs had fiiflaidal, and isiploring 
^h relief as the Houfe (hcuhl thioh lequifite. Though 
thcfc all^atioiu weic flipported. by a fpecies of evidence 
that Jeemed ftrang and convincing, and itmighcbe tboughc 
incumbent on the parHament to viodicata the honoui of 
Che nation, when thua infulted fry x. fbrngn power, the 
Houfe, upen this occitlion, toeated the pedcbn with the 
noft mortifying negle^ ettha giring litide cradic to the 
sflertioBS it contained, or nnwiUing to talus aay Saf 
which nightat Uiis jua^ufe embroil the nation with -die 
«Qt«t of Spain on fuch a fnTolou&ftAjad. True kiSf 
the SpaiuQ) govemoient hedged, in their a(w»Jaflifi>^ 
cades, that the prize was taken under afae gtms of Co> 
runoa, iniiBmuch that the fliot ficed by the privatetf 
vnteied that place, and damaged fome houfiM : but thi> 
sllegaiian. waa never pn^riy fuftaiscd, aed the prizri 
wai certainly condemned as legal by the court of -Admi' 
salty at Gibraltar. 

$XLL Ae we have alitbdy given a detaR of the ti^al o0 
Sir John Mordaunt, it will beunneceQary tarecapitulaw 
anjr circuaftances of that affair, except fuch as iHate t» 
iti connexion with the proceeding of parliament. In th« 
fee^noiag af this feffitKi, Lord Barringtsn, ai lecmary 
at war, iafonncd the Houfe, by hw Majsfty'a command, 
that Lieutenant-General Sir John Mordaiuit, a msmbc* 
of that Honfti, was in arreft for difobedieivae of bis Mo- 
jetty's orders, while employed Ml the Iste expedition tO' 
the eoaft of France. The Comtnons immediately re- 
fclved. That aa addnf) ibouldbcpiclcated to his Majelfy, 
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returning him the thaski of thn Houfe for his gracious chap. 
ipsfTage of t)Kt day, ip tht communication he had been ' . 

pleafed to makp of the rcafon for potting Lieutenant- )7jt. 
General Sir Jo^n- Mordaunt in arrefl. Among the ra- 
rious obje^B of commerce that employed the attention of 
the Houfe, one of the moft confiderable wa> the trade to 
the coafi of Africa, for the prote^ion of vvhich an annual 
turn had been granted for fame yeais, to be expended in 
the maintenance and repairs of cafilet and fa^cvics. 
, While a committee was employed in peruUng the accounts 
relating to the fum granted in the preceding feffion for 
this purpofe, a petition from the committee of the African 
company, recammended in a meOage from his Majelly, 
was preiented to the, Houfe, fblliciting further aSAance 
for the enfujng year. In the mean time, a remonflrance 
uraa offered by certain planters and merchants, interefM 
in and trading to the Britifh fugar colonies in America* 
all^iag, that the price of negroes wa& greatly adrance^ 
fi|Ke the forts and feulements on the coafl of Africa had 
been under the diredion of the committee of the company 
of merchants trading to thatcoaltj acircumftaace that 
greatly diftrefleid and - alarmed the petitiooe», pre*entei 
^c cuttivatiqQ ^ the Britifli colonies, and nasagreaC 
detriment to tt>c trade and nayigatioanf the kiogdom.: 
that this misfortune, they believed, was in fome meafure 
(wing to the ruinous Date and condition of the forts and 
fettlements : that, in their opinion, the moft effe^al 
method for Maintaining the intercft of that trade on a 
lefpe^able footing, next to that of an incorporarcd joint- 
ftoclc company, would be putting thofe forts and fettle, 
ments under the Ible dircdion of the commilEoncrs for 
trade and plantations : that the preferv^tion or ruin of th« 
American fugar colonies went hand in hand with that of 
the Have trade toAfrica: that, by an a£t palTed in the 
year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty, for extending 
and improving this trade, the Britifh fubjcSs were de- 
barred from lodging their Haves and merchandifein the 
forts and fettlwieatl on the. coaft: they» therefore^ 
prayed 
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prayed that this part of the zSt might be repealed; that 
f all commandera of BritiOi and American vefiels, free mer- 
chants, and all other bis Majefty's fu^jeAs, who were 
fettled, or might at any time thereafter fetile in Africa, 
fliould have free liberty, from fun-rife to fun-fet, to enter 
the forts and fetdements, and to depolit their goods and 
merchandife in the wareboufes thereunto belonging ; to 
fecure their flaves or other purchafes without paying any 
confideration for the fame ; but the flaves to be victualled 
at the proper coft and charge of their refpei9ive owners. 
The Houfe having taken this petition into conlideration, 
enquired into the proceedings of the company, and reviled 
the 3& for extending and improving the trade to Africa, 
relblved. That the committee of the African company 
liad faithfully difcharged the truft repofed in them, and 
granted ten thoufand pounds for maintaining the BritiOi 
ibrts and fcttlcments in that part of the world. The ene- 
my were perfeiUy well acquainted with the weaknefs of the 
Sritifl) caftles onthecoaft of Africa ; and had they known 
as well bow to execute with fpirit, as to plan with fagacity, 
the attempc which, in the courfe of the preceding year, 
they made upon the principal Britifli fort in Guinea would 
liave fucceeded, and all the other fettlementt would have 
fallen into their-faaiide without oppofitiija*'. ' ' 

§XL1I. 

* ll.o1>crt Huntir MortiiTCpirfcnted, in i pecitionti] the Hoare, thiC u na 
ikltwaimaiii in theBricifhtotoniea in Ameiica, thiywiK oUigtd tadepent 
upan ipncarioui fupply of that coimnodityfTOmforeiincrii he, [bersfon, of- 
Ured wiuidertikeiieimkii^gQf nurine-fjlt»t«moiittacepiiceinDne nftbofe 
coJonles, al hia own rifque and chaigc, pcovidrd he could be fecured in the 
enjojmetil of ihe profiti which the worlc might piinluce^ for fuch a term of 
yean u might feem to the Houfe a proper and ade^oite compenlkcion for ft 
freat an undcitaking. The petiLion was ordeied Colic upon the table, after- 
wards tead, and referred to • commiuee, which howeyer made no report.— 
Aciicumnince not eafily accounted for, unlefi we fsppoTe the Houfe of Com- 
Buni »ete af opinion that fiich ao encetprife might coiLtribute towirda no. 
Bering oar colonies coo independent of their mathet-cofinciy. £quallj nniw- 
counCable wat the Riifcaitiage of iiiiather bill, brought in for regulating ths 
inanner of licenfing alc-houfci, which uii read foi t)ieli[I): time; but when A 
aotioDwumaitefuta Second leadiag, llie ^ueflisa wh f ut,' »»i'ik ftfti m 
tbtiKftcin. 
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§ XLII. The longed and warmeft debate which was chap. 
maintained in the courfe of this fcflion arofe from a mo- , . ' . 
tion for leave to bring in a bill for fhortenlng the term lyjB. 
and duration of future parliaments ; a meafure truely pa- 
triotic^!, againft which Ho fubftantial argument could be 
produced, although the motion was rejeded by the ma- 
jority, on pretence, thattwhilft the nation was engaged in 
fuch a dangerous and expenfive war,\ it would be im- 
proper to think of introducing fuch an alteration in the 
form of government, Reafons of equal ftrength and fo- 
lidity will never be wanting to the patrons aad minifters 

of C n and V . The alteration propofed 

was nothing lefs than removing and annulling an en- 
croachment which had been made on the conftitution : 
it might have been efiie^ed without the leafl pang or con- 
vulfion, to the general fatiaia^tion of the nation : far from 
being unreafonable at this jun£lure, it would have en- 
hanced the national reputation abroad, and rendered the 
war more formidable to the enemies of Great-Britain, hj 
convincing them that it was fupported by a miniftry and 
parliament, who Aood upon fuch good terms with the 
people. Indeed, a quick fuccclfion of parliaments might 
have difconcerted, and perhaps expelled that fpirit of con- 
fidence and generoAty which now fo remarkably efpoufcd 
and gratified the f i. .'a prediledion for the intereft 
of H . Other committees were eftabliftied, to en- 
quire into the expenfe incurred by new lines and fortifica- 
tions raifed at Gibraltar ; to examine the originalflandards 
of weights and meafures ufed in England ; confiderthclaws 
relating to them, and report their obfervations, together 
with their opinion of the mod efieftual means for af- 
certaining and enforcing uniform ftandards to be ufed for 
thfc future. The Commons were perfectly fatisfied with ' 
t4te hew works which had been raifed at Gibraltar; and 
with refpe^ to the weights and meafures, the committee 
agreed to certain refolutions, but no further progrefs was 
made in this enquiry, except an order for printing thefe 
relblutions, with the appendix; however, as the boxes 
containing 
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BOOK cotttaining the flandards vnn ordered to be locked upt>y 
^^•. ^ the clerk of the Hoofc, in all probability their intention 
ijjS, was to proceed on this Tubje^ in tome future feffion. On 
the ninth day of June fundry bills receired the royal aflent 
by commiffion, hii Majefty being indifpofcd; and on the 
twentieth day of the fame month, the lords commiifioiicn 
clofed the feffion with a fpeoch to both Houfea, expreffiag 
bii Majefty's deep fen& of their loyalty amd good aHe^ioo, 
demOinftrated in their late proceedings, in their zeal for bift 
honour and real interell in all parti, to their earneftneja 
to furmount every difficulty, in theic ardoiu- to maintain 
the war with the utmoft vigour ; proofs which mufl; con- 
vince mankind that the ancient fpirit of the Britidi nation 
flill fubfiiled in iti full force. They were given to under- 
fiand that the King bad taken alt fuch naeaAires as appear^ 
cd the moft conducive to the accomplilhment of their pab- 
lick-fpiriced views and wifhei ; that with their aSIlancc, 
crowned by the bleffing of God upon the conduct uid 
bravery of the combined army, bis Majefty had been ena- 
bled, not only to deliver his doainioas in Germiny fnm 
the oppieffioni and devaftatiotu ofthsFrencb, but alio 
to puAi his advatttages on tbii fide the RhiiK j that he 
had cemenied'the union between bira and his good brothec 
the King of Prujfia, by new engagements ; that the Bri- 
tilh fleets and armies were nowa&ually empk^ed in fuch ex- 
peditions as appeared likely to annoy the enemy in the moft 
ienfible manner, and to promote the welfare and profperity 
of thefe kingdoms; in particular, to prefervc the Brittb 
rights and poUeffions in America, and to make France 
feel, in thofe parts, the real Hrength and imptvtiitce of 
Great-Britain. The Commons were thanked for the am- 
ple fupplies which they had fo freely and unanimously 
given, and afliired on the part of his Majclly that they 
Ihould be managed with the moll frugal oecoRoray. Tb^ 
were defired, in confequence of tbc King's caroeft rccont- 
niendation, to promote haimoDy aod good agreement 
amongfl his faithful fubjeds; to make the people ac- 
quainted with the ceiSitude and purity ef his intuitions 

and. 
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and ineaAirest ''and to «xert theDardves in maifitatnlng the 'CHap, 
peace and good order of the country, by enforcing obe- . 
idience to the laws and lawful authority. i^jB. 

§ XiyIII> Never, furety, had any fov^reign more m- 
ibn to be plcfded with the conduct of his minifters, and 
tbe fpirit of his people. The whole nation repofed the 
moft unbounded confidence in the courage and dircretion. 
as well as in the Int^rity of the miniiler, who fecned 
eager upon profecutiog the. war with fuch vigour and 
afiivity ta appeared almoft unexampled in the annals of 
Great-Britain. New levies were made, new fhips pat in 
commiffioni frefli expeditioni undertaJcen, and frefh con- 
quefts projected. Such was the credit of the adminiflra- 
tion, that people Aibfcribed to the government loan* with 
iurpriling cagemefs. An unufual fpirit of cnterprife and 
refolution Jcemed to infpire all the individuals thatcottfli- 
tutcd the army and navy; and the paSon for militarj' 
^une diSuled itfelf through all ranks in the civil depart- , 

ment of life, even to the verj dregs of the pc^ulace : fbch 
a remarkable change from indolence to adivityi from in- 
difference to zeal, . from tioiMroui castion to fcarlefe ex- 
eeutionn was effeded by the toflwesce.and exanaple <^aB 
intelligent and iaueptd nunUter, who, chagrinod at Az 
ina^vity and difgtaces of the preceding campaign, bad, 
on a very folemn occafion, lately declared tus belief that 
there was a determined refolution, both ia the naval and 
military commanders, againfiany vigorous extrtien of the 
national power in the fervice of the country. He affirmed, 
that though his Majelly appeared ready to embrace every 
meafure propofed by his minifters for the honour and in- 
tereft of bis Biitifli dominloos, yet fcarce a oun could be. 
found with whom the execution of any one plan in whtch ^ 
there was the teaft appearance of any danger could with 
confidence be trufled. He particularifed the ioaSivity of 
one general in North-America, from whofe abilities and 
pergonal bravery the nation had conceived great expe^a- 
tioas : he complained, that this noble couimander bad ex- 
pre^ the moft contemptuous difregard for the civil 
power. 
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BOOK power, from which he derived his authority, by neglcfling 
^ - ' __ ^ to tranfmit, for a confidcrable length of time, any other 
*7jS, advice of his proceedings but what appeared on a written 
fcrap of paper : he obferved, that with a force by land and 
fca greater than ever the nation had heretofore main- 
tained, with a King and miniftry ardently dcfirous of 
tCdeeming her glory, fuccouring hpr allies, and promoting 
her true intereft, a iham'eful diflike to the fcrvice every 
where prevailed, and few (eemed afTefled with any other zeajl 
than that of afpiring to thehigheft po(U, and grafping the 
largcft falaries. The cenfure levelled at the commander 
in America was founded on miftake.: the inactivity of 
that noble lord was not more difappointing to the rniniftry 
than difagreeable to his own inclination. He uicd his 
Utmoft endeavours tn anfwcr the expectation of the pub- 
licit, but his hands were cfFeiSually tied by an abfolute 
impolCbility of fuccefs, and his conduit ftood jufljfied in 
the eyes of his foverelgn. ■ A particular and accurate detail 
of his proceedings he tranfmitted through a canal, which. 
he imagined would have direSly conveyed it to the fool of 
the throne ; but the packet was faid to have beeji pur- 
pofely intercepted and fupprefled. Perhaps he was not 
altogether excufeable for having correfponded To fligbtly 
with the fecretary of ftate; but he was faid to have gone 
abroad in full perfualion that the miniflry would be 
changed, and therefore his affiduities were principally 
dlre^ed to the great perfonage, who, in that cafe, would' 
have fuperincendcd and directed all the operations of the 
zrmy. All forts of military preparations in founderies, 
docks, arfenals, raifing aiid exerciGng troops, and victu- 
alling tranfports, were now carried on with fucil diligence 
and defpatch as feemed to promife an exertion that would 
loon obliterate the difagreeable rememberance of paft dif- 
grace. The beginning of the year was, however, a little 
clouded by a general concern for the death of his Msjefty's 
third daughter, thePrincefsCaroline, a lady of the moft 
exemplary virtue and amiable charader, who died at the 
-age 
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age of forty-five, Jincercly regretted- as a pattern of unaf- 
fefled piety, and unbounded benevolence. 

$J!CL1V. The BritiOi cruifers kept the lea during 
all the feverity of winter, in order to proted the com- 
merce of the kingdom, and annoy that of the enemy. 
They exerted themfelves with fuch activity, and their 
vigilance was attended with fuch fuccefs, that a great 
number of prizes was uken, and the trade of France 
almofl totally extinguifhed. A very gallant exploit was 
achieved by one Captain Bray, commander of the Ad. 
venture, a fmali armed vefTe) in the government's fervice : 
falling in with the Machault, a large privateer of Dun- 
kirk, near Dungennefs, he ran her a board, faflened her 
' boltfprit to his capHan, and after a warm engagement com- 
pelled her commander to fubmit. A French frigate of 
^irty-fix guns was taken by Capt. Parker, in a new fire-lhip 
of inferior force. Divers privateers of theenemy were funk, 
burned, or taken, and a great number of merchant-fliips 
fell into the hands of the Englifli. Nor was the fuccefs 
of the Britilh fhips of war confined to the Englifh chan- 
nel. At this period the board of Admiralty received in- 
formation from Admiral Cotes, in Jamaica, of an action 
which happened offthc ifland of Hifpaniola, in the month 
of October of the preceding year, between three Englifh 
fhips of war and a French fquadran. Captain Forreft, 
an olHcerof dlflinguifhed merit in the fervice, had, in the 
Ihip Augulta, failed from Part-Royal in Jamaica, accom* 
panied by the Dreadnought and Edinburgh, undet; the 
command of the Captains Suckling and Langdon. He 
was ordered to cruife off Cape Francois, and this fervice 
he literally performed in the' face of the French fquadron 
under ^crftq, lately arrived at that place from the coafi of 
Africa, This commander^ piqued at feeing himfelf thus - 
infulted by an inferior armament, refolved to come forth 
and give them battle ; and that he might either take them, 
oratleali drive them out of thefefeas, foas to afford a free 
paflage to a great number of merchant-fbips then lying 
Vol. IV. , R at 



D,g,l,..cbyGOOglC ■ 



a^ HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

. ROOK at the Capcj bound for Europe, he tool; every precautustfe 
\_ - , t which he thought neceffary, to infure fuccefs. He ,re-en- 
vj^. forced his fquadron with fome ftore-lblps, mounted wills 

guns and armed for the occafion, and fupplied the.defi- 
ciency in his complements, by taking on hoard fcamea 
from the merchant fliips, and foldiers fromihe garrifon. 
Thus prepared^ he weighed anchor, and flood out to fea, 
having under his command four large ibips .of the linev 
and, three ftout frigates. ., They' were no fooiier perceived 
advancing, than Captain Forretl held a Ihort council with 
his two captains. *' Gentlemen (faid he) you know 
" oar own- ftrcngth, and fee that of the enemy ; fhail we 
_ ** give them battle?" They replying in the affirmative, 
he added, " Then fight them we will 1 there is no time 
" tobeloHj return to your fhips, and get.them ready for 
** engaging." i^fter this laconick confultation among 
thefe three gallant ofScers, they bote down upon the 
French fquadron without further hefitation, . and between 
three and four in the afternoon the action begatf with great 
impqtupfity. The enemy exerted themfelves with unconn- 
mon fpjiit, confcious that their honour was peculiarly at 
flake, and that they fought in fight, as it. were, of thetc 
own coaft, which was lined with people, expefling to fee 
them return in triumph. But, notwithftandingall tbeiren- 
deavoursj.their commodore, after haying fuftaincd a fevers 
. ' engagement, that lafted two hours and a half, found his 

ftiip in fuch a (haltered condition, that he m^de fignal for 
one Qfhis frigates to come and tow him out of the line. 
His example was followed hy the reft of his fquadron, 
which, by this.afliftaoce, with the favour of the land breefc 
and the approach of night, made fhift to. accompliOi their 
cfcapc from the three Bjrltifh fhips, which .were too much 
Jifabled in their mafts and rigging lo profecute their 
viflory. One of the French fquadron was rendered alto- 
r gether unferviccable for aftion : their lofs in men amount- 
«d to three hundred killeif, and as many wounded j whereas 
that of the Englifli did nflt much exceed one third of this 
: number. Neycrthelcfs, they were fo mtich da.maged, 
5 ■ , ■ that, 
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that, being unable to keep the feg, they returned to Ja- CHAP, 
niaica, and the French conimodore feifed the opportunity ' 

of failing with a great convgy.for Europe. The courage ■ 1758. 
of Captain Fprreft was not more confpicuous in his en- 
gagement with the French fqaadfo^ near Capfi Francois, 
than his conduft and fagacity in ;^.fubfequent adventure 
near Port-au-Prince, a Fretich harbour, fnuatcd at the' 
boftom of a bay on the weftern part of Hifp^niola, behind 
the fmall ifland of .Gonave. After M.de Kerfirt had 
taken his departure from Cape-Franjois for Europe, Ad- ■ 
miral Cotes, beating up to wihdward frora Port-Royal in 
Jamaica with three fliips, of the line, received intdltgen.oe 
that there was a French fleet ?t Pprt-au-Priace^ ready to 
fail on their return (o Europe:. Captain Forrcitthen prc- 
fcnted the. admiral with a.jJanjfor an attack on this_place, 
and urgqd it earneftly. This, however^ was declined, and 
Captain Fprreft direflcd to cri4ife off the. ifland Gonave 
fqr two days only, the admiral enjoining hlsa to return at 
the expiration of the timf, and rejoin, the fqua^ron at 
Cape-Nicholas. Accordingly, Captain Forreft, in the' 
AuguQa, proceeded up the.hfy, between the ifland G9- 
naveand Hifpaniola, witha.view to execute a pJajjw,lMti 
he had hwfelf projei£ted. Next ^ay in^t^je afternoon, 
though he perceived -two flpQps, he forebore chaflng, that 
he might not rifque a difqovery ; for the fame . purpofe he 
faoilled DtKch coloure, and difguifed hislhlp.with tarpau- 
lins. At five in the afternoon, he difcovered feven failof 
(hips fleering^to the weftward, apd hauled from them, to 
avoid fufpicion; but^at the approach of night gavechafe 
with all the lail hecou)d carry. .About.ten he perceived 
two faii, one of which £jed a gun, and the ^er made 
th,e beft of h^ way for. Leoganne,. another harbour in the 
bay. .At.this pi^riod Captain Forrefl: reckoned eight (ail 
to leeward, ne^r another port called Petit Goave. ; coming 
up with the (hip which had fired the gun, flie fubmitted 
without oppofition, after he had hailed, and told her cap- 
tain what be was, produced tw;o of his lar gelt . cannon^ 
and threatened to fink her if lhe.lhould give the ieaQalarm. 
R 2 Hs 
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*?i?'^ He forthwith Ibifted the prifoneis from this prize, and 
^ ' , placed on board of her five-and-thirty of his own crew, 
■ irjS. with orders to ftand for Petit Goavc and intercept any 
of the fleet that might attempt to reach that harbour. 
Then he made fail after the re{l, and in the dawn of the 
morning, finding himfclf in the middle of their fleet, he 
b^an to fire at them all in their turns, as he could bring 
his guns to bear : they returned the fire for fame time ; at 
length the Marguerite, the Solide, and the Theodore flmck 
riieir colours, Thcfe being fecured, were afterwards ufcd 
in talcing the Maurice, Le Grand, and La Flore ; the 
Brilliant alfo fubmitted, and the Mars made fail, la 
hopes ofefcaping, but the Augulla coming up with her 
about noon, flic likewife fell into the hands of the vi^r. 
Thus, by a well-condu^d ftratagem, a whole 0eet of 
nine fail were taken by a tingle fhtp, in the neigBourhood 
of four or five harbours, in ^Jiy one of which they would 
have found immediate fhelter and fecurity. The prizes, 
which happened to be richly laden, were fafely conveyed 
to Jamaica, and th^ fcdd at publick audion, for the 
benefit of the captors, who may fafely challenge hiftoiy to 
prtfduce fuch another inftance of fuccefs. 

§ XLV. The minidry having dctertnined to make vi- 
gorous efforts againft the enemy in North-America, Ad- 
miral Bcfcawen waa vefted with the command of the fleet 
deflined for that fervice, and failed from St, Helen's on 
the nineteenth day of February, when the Invincible, of 
fcventy-four guns, one of the heft fhips that conftituted his 
fquadron, ran a-ground, and periOied ; but her men, 
ftores, and artillery were faved. In the courfe of the fuc- 
ceeding month. Sir Edward Hawke fleered into the Bay of 
Bifcay with another fquadron, in order to intercept any 
V fupplies from Fiance defigned for Cape-Breton or Canada j 
and about the fame time, the town of Embden, belong- 
ing to his PrufKan Majefly, which had fallen into the 
hands of the enemy, was fuddenly retrieved bylhe conduA 
of Commodore Holmes, flationed on that coaft, who lent 
up two of his fmail ihips to anchor in the river between 
Knok 
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Enok and the cit^. The garvifon, amounting to three 
thoufandfevcn hundred men, finding themfclyet thus cut 
off from all communication with the country below, aban- 
doned the place with great precipitation, and fomo of their 
haggage being lent'off by water, was taken by the boats 
which ibe Commodore armed for that purpofe. It was ^ 
in the fame month that the Admiralty received advice of 
another advantage hy Tea, which had been gained by. Ad- 
miral Olborne, while he cruifed between Cape de. GatC 
and Carthagena on the coaft of Spain. On the twenty- 
eighth day of March he fell in with a French fquadron, 
commanded by the Marquis du Quefne, conCfting of four 
ihips, namely, the Foudroyant, of eighty guns, the Orphce, , 
of fixty-four, the Orjflamme, of fifty, and the Pleiade fri- 
gate, of twenty-four, in thei^ pafTage from Toulon to 
re-enforce M. de la Clue, wbo had for fooM time been 
blocked up bj- Admiral Ofbjune in the baibeur of Cartha- - 
gena. The enemy no fooner perceived th«.£nglifli fqua- . 
dfon than they difperie^, and fleered diflerent courfes: 
then Mr. Oiborne detached divers (hips in-.pHrfuitofeach, . 
while he himfelf, witb ijit; body o{ his fleet, flood off for ; 
the hay of Carthagei^a, to w^tch the motians.of the Ffcngh ; 
fquadron which lay there at anchor. About feven in the ^ 
evening, the Orphee, having on board five hundred qten, 
ftruck to Capuin Storr, in the Revengf, who loft the (^ , 
of one leg in the engagement, during which; he waf fu- 
ftgined.by the fliip* BerjyjekiwJ. Prefton. Tht Mgn- ,. 
mouth, of fuEty-four guas, cojpnjaBded by Captain Ga- ' 
doner, en^ged the Foudroy»nt, one of the lar^eft fliipsin } 
the French navy, mounted, with. fourfcoie-canncMi^ and , 
contajnlqg ^jight hundred men, under the dire^ipn of the 
Alarquis du Quefne. The^^ion wu maintaiofd with - 
great fury an both fides, and the gallant Captain Gardener ■ 
Joil }ys life j neverthelcfa, the %ht , was continued with . 
unabating vigour by his lieutenant, Mr. CarJcett, and the 
Foudroyant dif^Ied in fuch > manner, tl\at her comman- ; 
det flruck, as {oaa as the other Englifli fliips, the Swift- 
fufcaqdthe Hampton-Court,a{}peared. This mortifying ; 
R S ftep, 
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ftep,'howe>rer, "Iiedidtibt take Uhtil he faw'his fliip lie. 
, like a Wreck updn the water, anil"themckS Covered With 
carnage.' The Oriflamilic was'dl-JVen dM fll'o¥e' lind'dr" tlie'.' 
caftleof Aigl6s,'by the Ihips itflobtagiie Ind Monirque, 
commanded by the Captiins Roii/ley aniJ Mftnt^gue, who ' 
could ndt complete their dSftr'ilfliAn Without violating the" 
neutrality'of Spain. As for the Pleiade frigate, Jhe made 
herefcape by'ljeinga pnriie failor. This wis a fevere ' 
ftroke upon tht enemy, who hot dnly left- tWo" Of their" 
capital fhips, but faw them added to the navyof Grtat-i" 
Britain, and the diCafler was followed clofc by atiother,' 
which "they could Hot h&lp fedlhg with eljuSl ffitifiWIity 
of mortification 'and'chagrin'. In the beglHniiigrif April,' 
Sir Edward 'Hawk'e, fleering' with his fquadrbn into' 
Bafque-road, on the coaft of Poiiftoo/difcovCTcd, 'iJff the 
ifle of Aixia-Frtnchflectat anchor,' confiftrng'of five (hips 
of the liriei ■wlltt fix'frigatijsj'arid'forty tranfpofts, having' 
onboard three'thbufind'trbCipSi'dnd'a lai^e^ tf^iahtity of- 
ftores an* provlfions, inteildtdl*as ^iupply" for thdirftttle- 
meh^ iri'^^HH^AthSnca. ' They nd' (ooner fiw the Eng-- 
JiOi admiraf'wivimcing, than tKeyte^n' to' ffip'4lnSr'cai.'' 
bles,'and ■^irf-'the utmbft t'onftSidn.' ■ Stifflc bf-ffietit- 
efeaped'by-'reai-ftut' the- greater- nirmber- fan- I'tito-Dioal 
watWi'wheretHeycouldncft-fe^fiWuea; 'and next dom- 
ing they appeated -a-gr-ddnd;'' lying- on tfieirbrtiadjStes; ' 
Sit-Edwdrd H&wke, Whd'had'rOdc all night at anchor 
a-Wft of tiie ifle of Aiic.'firnifliW thefti^ TAti^itT and 
Me3i»ily'-with trufty pil'6ts;'J«df«tft them'faiMWfin «*h*if" 
tho'flood't^anto niake^'-Widi tSrfle'rs to founfd^-3i~ea3'^ that 
he; might knb%f whrithrf t^ifc vri^- Anf poffiMity ■ of at- 
ta(;fcing Ehe enemy, ■ but tht Wan¥ tjf d Tiiffit^l X^f^ of'' 
wiiw^tindewd'this fcheiH«^feip?adicaHfe/- Ki-fee- iiican ■ 
tiiA*V-fhe^rtiit* t^KW-'oveil^iiM tlifeii-ffamiorf,"lVoresJ': 
and balIaftfiTja''boats and-Jayfiehw fr6ni-'R'afchifefOrt'*ere' 
employe* in-c*rrying oaf wai^Sv^ drag thfelVfliij)^ thVAtigh- 
thefoft'mdd,'-asfo6n as they fljould bewatCr-feorric by 
the flowing'-tide. By thefe meim their lahgft'Vbi^s oFwar, 
anij raanyof tfiei^tranfportSj ■ efcaped-into th'b riyeretia- 
■■'• i ■'■ rente : 
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tmCci'liiit their Joatiing was loft, and the end oftheir CHAP, 
equipment totally defeated. Another Convoy of merchant ^ ' j 

Jfiips, iHidef the protedtion of three frigates, Sir Edward 17^. 
Hawte, a few days before, had chafed into tHe harbour 
of St, Martin's, in the ifleofRhe, where they flill re-' 
nained, waiting an opportunity for hazarding a fecond 
departure : a third, -confifting of .twelve fail, bound from 
Bourdeattx-toQuebecfc, under convoy of tt frigate and armed 
velTelj was encountered at fea by one Britifli -Qiip of the- 
line and two fire-ftiips, which took the frigate and armed 
vefleljand twoof the convoy afterwards met with the famc' 
file; but this advantage was over-balanced by the ]of3 of 
Captain James Hume, commander of the Pluto fire-fhip, 
ebrave accompliHied ofHcer, who, in'an unequal combat 
with the enemy, refiifed to quit the- deck even when he' 
wasrdi fabled^ and fell glorioufly^ covered with wounds,' 
Ochorting the people, with his latcft breath, tocfintinue' 
the engagement while the (hip could fwitii, and acquit 
themfelves with hotiour inihrfervite'bf their country.''- '' 
:'§-XLVI. On the twenty-ninth day of Ma.y the R-ail'' 
fenrtable, a Freniih fliip of thelincjtmounted with fixty-four 
cannon, having 6n board fix hundred and thirty nicn,- 
<OTnmaflded by the Prince dc Mbmbazon Chevalier de' 
Rfjbah, was, in hcrpaflkge frttih Port-l'Orienlr^o-firefl!,' 
attacked by Captain Dennisi in the Doifetfliire.^f'ftj'enty-' 
^nsi and taken after aiiobftinate engagement,'ih Whrctr 
one hundred and £xty men of the Prince'a comglchieilit 
WCfe killed or wounded, and he fuftained great darna'grfin 
his hull, ifaile, and rigging.^ Thefc fuccefleswere ihore-i^ 
■over cheqwertfd by the tidingsof a lamentable diiafteii-tha^ 
htfellfthe fliip Prince' George, :of'eighty guns, -comrrianded 
by Reir^Admiral Broderick, in his paflage to the" M!e^3 
tbrranean. Oh the thirteenth day of Apni',' between one 
and two in the afteMioon^adreadftil fire broke 6ut'ii?th3 
fere part of the (hip, and raged with fiich fory; that'nofi 
^fithftanding'all the efforts of the officers' and' men ffli' 
ifeveral hou¥s, rficflamesincreaferl/and the (hip being cSn- 
{fiiiped to .thtTJafert-eSgt, tht i^tniiant ftthk iibtrat -^ 
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BOOR o'clock in the eveoing. The faoiTDurand conficrnation of 

y_ ' J fuch a fccne are not cifily dcfcribcd. When all endea- 
1758. vours proved fruitlers, and no hope of preferving the fhip 
remained, the barge was hoifted out for the prefervation of 
the Admiral, who entered it accordingly: but all di- 
ftin^ion of perlbns being now abolifhed, the Teamen ruflied 
into it In fuch crowds, that in a few moments it overfeta 
The admiral, forefeeing that this would be the cafe, llrip- 
ped ofF his clothes, and committing himfelf to the mercy of 
the waves, was faved by the boat of a mcrchant-fhip, after 
he had fuflained himfelf in the fea a full hour by fwim- 
ming. Captain Payton, who was the fecond in command, 
remained upon the quarter-deck as loiig as it was poffible 
to keep that fiation, and then defcending by the ficrn 
ladder, had the good fortune to be taken into a boat be- 
longing to the Aldeiney floop. The hull of the Ihip, 
malh, and rigging, were now in a blaze, burning tre- 
mendous in feveral parts through horrid clouds of fmoak ; 
nothing was heard but the crackling of the flames, mingled 
with the difmal cries of terrour and diftraiElion ; nothing 
was fcen but aAs of pbrenzy and defpeiation. The 
miferable wretches, affrighted at the horrours of f(tch a 
conflagration, fought a fate Icfs dreadful, by plunging into 
the fea, and about three hundred men were prefcrved by 
the boats belonging to fome fliips that accompanied the 
Admiral in bis voyage, but five hundred perilhed in the 
ocean. 

§ XLVII. The King of Great-Britain being deter- 
mined to renew his attempt upon the coaQ of France, or- 
dered a very formidable armament to be c<)uipped for that 
purpofe. Two powerfitl Iquadrona by fea were deftined 
foi; the fervices of this expedition) the iirtl, confifling of 
eleven great Ifaips, was commanded by Lord Anfon and 
Sir Edward Hawke : the other, compofe^ of four ihipi of 
tiie line, fcven frigates, fix iloops, two fire-(hips, two 
Itombs, ten cuUers, twenty tenders, ten ftore-fliips, and 
ojie hufidred tranfports, was pat under the direftion of 
Commiidore Hpvrc| wlio iM figaalife4 bimS^lf by his 
i ■ gallanCry 

*. 
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gallantly and conduQ in the courfc of .the laft fru'itlefs CHAP, 
expedition. The plan of a defcent upon France having ^ ■ ■' r 
been adopted by the miniftry, a body of troops, confifling 175S. 
of fixteen regiments, nine troops of light-horfe, and fix 
thoufand marines, was allembled for the execution of this 
" defign, and'embarked under the command of the Uukc of > 
Marlborough ; a nobleman, who, though he did not in- 
herit alt the military genius of his grandfather, yet far t\- 
cetled him in the amiable and focial qualities of the heart : 
he was brave beyond all queftion, generous to profuiion, 
and good-natured to excefs. On this occalion, he was 
aflifted by the councils of Lord George Saclcvllle, fecond 
in command, Ton to the Dulce of Dorfet ; an officer of 
experience and reputation, who had, in tlie civil depart- 
ments of government, exhibited proofs of extraordinary 
genius and uncommon application. The troops, having 
been encamped for fome time upon the lile of Wight, were 
embarked in the latter end of May, and the two fleets 
failed'in the beginning of June for the coaft ofBretagne, 
leavingthepeopleof England flufhed with thegayefthopet 
of viAory and conquefl. The two fleets parted at fea : 
Lord Anfon, with his fquadron, proceeded to the bay of 
Eifcay, in order to watch the motions of the enemy's fliipf, 
and harrafs their navigation ; while Commodore Howe, 
with the land-forces, fteered dire<^y towards St. Maloes, a 
ftrong plat^e of con(iderab|s commerce, fituated on the 
coaft of Bretagne, againft which the purpofcd invalion 
feemed to be cbj^fly intended. The town, however, ww 
found too well fortified, both by art and nature, to admit 
«f an attempt by fea with any profpe^t of fuccefs ; and, 
tberefore, it was refqlved to make a defcent in the neigh- 
bourhood. After the fleet had been, \)y contrary winds, 
detained feveral days in fight of the French coaft, it ar- 
rived in the bay ofCancallc, about two leagues to the 
eaflward of St. bL^Ioes, and Mr. Howe having lilenced s 
fmall battery which the enemy had occafiooally raifed upon 
the beach, the troops were landed, without further oppo- 
Alion, oa thejixth day of June. The Duke of MarU 
borough 
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BOOR borough immediately began his march towards St. Servan, 
. ^"' . with a view to defttoy fuch {hipping and magazines as 
1758. might be in any aCccflible parts of the river; and this' 
fcheme was executed Withfilccefa.' A great quantity of 
ijaval ftoreS, two fliips of war, feveral privateers, and about 
fburfcOre veflels of different forts, were fet on fire, and 
reduced to alhesi almoft'under the cahnon of 'the place, 
wKich,' however, they could not pretend to beficge in- 
, iiiirs\. ■ His grace having received repeated advices 'that 
the enlelny were bufily enrployed 4na0embli6g forces to' 
nlarCh agiinft him, returtied to' Cantdlle, where Mr. 
Howe had made fach a maffeHy dif^ofition of the boats' 
ahd tranfports, that fne r6- embarkation of the troops was- 
perfotvned' with ftfrprtfirigf taf© and expedition. The 
foTCTs; while they remaineiJ on fhore, were rcftrained from ■ 
all outrtges'by the moft fcvire difdpiinc'; and the French 
houfes, -Which' their ' mKahitaii ts had abandoned,' Were left ' 
uStoiiched. Immediately after their landito'g, the Duke 
of Marlboroughi as- comma rrder in chiefs puHilbed'and 
dinributcd a maniffeftoi addreHed to the pcopkf -of Bre-* 
tagnd, giving them to- underlland, that h!s'defcttnt upon 
the coaft was " not eflefledwith a defign to make wa^on' 
the irthabitants of the open country, except fdch as fbould' 
br-feutid in arms,- or' othtrwifti oppofing the'ijpefatiorisof- 
hi« BritanTiick Majefty-;. that Jtl! who were willing' to'cotJ- 
tiRUfc in' peaceable poflbflion of their effect, might re-^' 
main- unmOleRed in their' refpeflive dwellings, and follow ■ 
tittif' ufita^ ■oct:upations ; 'that; befides fhe-cufloma ahd' 
lattcB thejf ufedto pay td- their own KiBg,nothi(rg fliould' 
be required of them - biit- what was abfolutely^eceffary for ' 
the:fubfiftence of thC' arhiyj and that, foralFprovifioni* 
biought in, they fliould b© -paid in ready- inon^y. He' 
concluded itiis uoticft wjth declaring, that W, notwitb-" 
ftandingthefe affurancesof proteaionj theyfcotild tarry- 
oiF their effe^s and provifions, and abandon the places of 
their habitation, he would- treat them as «oemtes, and dcr ' 
flFOy their houfes with fire and fword. Ttithe magi- ■ 
Cracybf St.Maloes-lie Hkowifcfoiit a letWr, importing, - 
■'-■■■■' <i^% 
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tliat as all the inhabitants of the Wwns and villages he- ' 
tween Dinant, Rennes, and Doll, now in his poflefllon, 
had deferted their habitations, probably to avoid the pay- 
ment of the ufual contributions ; and he being informed 
tha^th* magiftrates had corapeiled the people of the coun- 
try to retire into the town' of St. Matoes, he no»r gave 
them notice, that ifthey did no£ immediatelyfend them 
bacTc to their houfcs, and come themfelves to his head- 
quarters, tp fettle the contributions, he fhould think him- 
felf obliged to proceed to military execution. Thefc 
threats, however, were not put in force, although the magi- 
Arates of St, Maldes did tiot think proper to comply with his 
injuniflion. iJut it w^s found ahogethcfimpollible to prevent 
irregularities among troops that were naturally licentious. 
Some houfes were pillaged, and nbt without a£ts of bar- 
barity:, but the offenders were brought to immediate 
juftice; and it mud be owned, as an inconteflable proof 
of the general's humanity, tliat in deflroying the maga- 
zines of the enemy at St. Servan, which may be termed 
th'e.fubutbs of St,' Maloes', he orderecf one fmall iiore- 
houfe to be fpared, becaufe it could not be fet on fire with- 
oii't endangering the whole diftriit. The Britifti forces 
behig re-embarked, including about five hiindred Jight- 
hoiTc, "which had been difciplined and carried over with a 
vicW.-'to]fcour the country, the fleet was detained by con- 
trary winds in the bay of Caricalle for fevera] days, during 
Wfeich adefign feems to have been formed for attacking 
Granville, which iiail fce^n reconnoitred by fome of the 
en gi fleers : but," in cohfequence of their report, the 
fcheme was' laid afjde,'and the fleet ftood out to fea, where 
itrVas expofed to fome rough weather. In a few days, 
the-wind blftwing in 'a northern direiSion, they fleered 
agaiii towards the French coafV, and ran in with the land 
near Havre-de-Grace, where the flat-bottomed boats, pro- 
vided for landing, were hoiUcd out, and ii'fecond difem- 
bark^tion expeded. But the wind blowing violently 
to'wards the evening> the boats were re-ihipped, and the 
fieet obliged to quit the land, in order to' avoid the dan- 
"-- . gers 
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gers of a lec-(hore. Next day, the weather being more 
, moderate, they returned to the fame ftation, and ordeis 
were given to prepare for a defcent ; but .the Duke o£ 
Marlborough having talcen a view of the coaft in an open 
cutter, accompanied by Commodore Howe, thought proper 
to wave the attempt. Their next flep was to bear away 
before the wind for Cherbourg, in the neighbourhood of 
which place the fleet came to anchor. Here fome of the 
tranfports received the fire of fix different batteries ; and 
a confiderable body of troops appeared in arms to difpute 
the landing; neverthelefs, the general rcfolved that the 
forts Querqueville, THommet, and Gallet fhould be at- 
Uclced in the night by the firft regiment of guards. The 
foldiers were aflually diftributed in the flat-bottomed boats, " 
and every preparation made for this cnterprife, when the 
wind began to blow with fuch violence, that the troops 
could not be landed without the moft iriiminent danger 
and difficulty, nor properly fuftained in cafe of a repulfe, 
even if the difembarkation could have been effected. This 
attempt, therefore, was laid afide, but at the fame time 3 
refolution taken to ftand in towards the fhore with the 
whole fleet, to cover a general landing. A difpofitlon was ' 
made accordingly, but the ftorm increafmg, the tranf- 
ports ran foul of each other, and the {hips were cxpofed to 
dl the perils of a lee-ihore, for the gale blew direflly upoa 
the coaft j belides, the provifions began to fail, and the hay 
for the horfes was almofl confumed. Thefc concurring 
rtafons induced the commanders, to poftpone the difem- 
barkation to a more favourable opportunity. The fleet 
flood out to fea, the tempeft abated, they fleered for the 
Ifle of Wight, and next day anchored at St. Hclen'j. 
Such was the iffue of an entcrprife achieved with confi- 
derable fuccefs, if we confider the damage done to the 
enemy's Clipping, and the other objcfls which the miniflry 
had in view ; namely, to fecurc the navigation of the 
channel, and make a diverfion in favour of German allies, 
by alarming the French King, and obliging him to em- 
ploy a great number of troops to defend his coaft from 
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infult and invafion : but whether fuch z mighty arma- ' 
ment was necelTary for the accompliflnnent of thefe petty , 
aims, and whether the fame armament might not have 
been employed in executing fchcmes.of iniinitely greater 
advantage to the nation, we Ihall leave to the judicious 
reader's own reflexion. 

§ XLVIII. The deligns upon the coaft of France, 
tHough interrupted by tempelluous weather^ were not 
as yet laid afide For the whole feafon : but, in the mean 
time, the troops were difembarked on the Ifle of Wight; 
and one brigade marched to the northward, to join a body 
of troops with which the government refolved to augment 
the army of the allies in Germany, commanded by Prince 
Perdinand of Brunfwick. The Duke of Marlhorougti 
and Lord George Sackville being appointed to conduit 
this Britifh corps upon the continent, the command of the 
marine expeditions devolved to Lieutenant- General Bligh> 
an old experienced officer, who had fervcd with reputation % 
and his royal highnefs Prince Edward, afterwards created 
Duke of York, entered asavoluntier with Commodore 
Howe, in order to learn the rudiments of the fea fervice. 
The remainder of the troops being re-embarked, and every 
thing prepared for the fecond expedition, the fleet failnl 
from St, Helen's on the firft of Auguft j and after a tedious 
paflage from calms and contrary winds, anchored on the 
feventh in the bay of Cherbourg. By this time the enemy 
ibad entrenched themfelves withip a line, extending from 
the fort Ecoeurdeville, which ftands about two miles to, 
the weflward of Cherbourg, along the coaft forthefpacc 
of four miles, fortified with feveral batteries at proper 
diftances. Behind this retrenchment a body of horfe and 
infantry appeared in red and blue uniforms; but as they 
did not advance to the open beach, the lefs rifque was run 
in landing the Britifli' forces. At flrft a bomb-ketch had 
been' fent to anchor near the town, and throw fome fiiells 
into the place, as a feint to amufe the enemy, and deceive 
them with regard to the place of difemfaarkation, while 
the general had determine^ to land about a league to the 
weft ward 
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weftward of Querqueville, the moft weftern fort in the 

The other bomb- ketches, being pofted along fliore, 
did confiderable execution upon the entrenchments, not 
only by throwing (hells in the ufual way, but alfo by 
uiVng ball mortars, tilled with great quantities of balls, 
which may be thrown to a great diftance, and, by fcatter- 
ing as they fly, do abundance of mifchief. While thefe 
ketches fired without ceafing, the . grenadiers and guards 
were rowed regularly afliore in the flat-bottoined boats, 
and, landing without oppofition, inllantly formed ona 
fmall open portion of the beach, with a natural breaft- 
work in their front, having on th.e other fide a hollow 
way, and a village riling beyond it with a fudden afcent-: 
on the left, the ground was interfered by hedges, and 
covered with orchards, and' from this quarter the enemy 
advanced in order. The Britilh troops immediately quit- 
ted the breaft-work, in order to meet them half way^ and 
a flraggling fire began ; but the French edging to the left, 
took poffeflionof thehill, from whence they pi queered wit il 
the advanced pofts of the Englifli. In the mean time, the 
reft of the infantry were difembarked, and the enemy 
at night retired. As the light troops were not yet landed. 
General Kligh encamped that night at the village of Erville, 
oh a piece of ground that did not extend above four hun- 
dred paces ; fo that the tents were pitched in ^ crowded 
and irregularmanner. Next morning, the general having 
received intelligence that no parties of the enemywere 
feen ipoving on the hill, or in the plain, and th'at Fort 
Querqueville was entirely abandoned, made a difpofition 
for marching in two columns to Cherbourg. An advanced, 
party took immediate poffellion of Querqueville ; and the 
lines and batteries along the fhore were now defertejj by 
the enemy. The Britifh forces marching behind St. Aulne, 
Ecoeurdeville, Hommet, and !a Galet, found the town 
of Cherbourg likewife abandoned, and the gates being 
open, entered it without oppofition. The citizens, en- 
couraged by a manifefto containing a promife of protcdion, 
whict 



n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 



, G ,E O, R G E II. 2SS 

which had been publiflied and diftributed^ in order to -quiet . '^^^^^■ 
their appiehenfions, received their new guefts with agooH , - ' , j 
grace, overwhelming them with civilities, for which they i7j8. 
met with a very' ungrateful return i for as.the bullc of the 
^rtny was not regularly encamped and fu peri mended, this 
foldiers were at liberty to indulge themfclves in riot and 
licentioufnefs. All night long they, ravaged the iadjaceht 
country without reftraint } and as ijo guards had been 
regularly placed in the flreets and avenues of Cherbourg, 
to prevent diforders^ the town itfelfwas not exempted 
from pillage and brutality. Thefe outrages, however, 
Tvere no fooner Icnown, than the general took immediate 
fteps for putting a flop to them for the prefent, and 
preventing all irregularities for the future. Next 
morning the place being reconnoitred, he determined to 
deftroy, without delay, all the forts and the bafon ; and 
the execution of this defign was left to the engineer j, 
afllflcd by the officers of the fleet and artillery. Great 
fums of money had been expended upon the harbour and 
tafon of Cherbourg, which at one time was copfidered 
by the French court as an obje£l. of grpat importance, 
from its Atuatiop refpe^ting the river Seine, as well as the 
oppofite coaft of, England; but as the works were left 
unfinilhed, in all appearance the plan had grown into dif- 
reputation. The enemy had raifed feveral unconneileJ 
batteries along the bay, but the town itfejf was quite open 
and defenielefs. While the engineers were employed 
in demolilhing the works, the light horfe fcoured the 
country, and detachments wereevery day fentout towards ' 
Walloign, at the diftanceof four leagues from Cherbourg, 
where the enemy were encamped, and every hour received 
re-enforcements. Several Ikirmilhes were fought by the 
out parties of each army, in one of which Capt. Lindfay, 
a gallant young officer, who had been very inftrumental 
in training the light hotfc, was mortally wounded. The 
harbour, and bafon of Cherbourg being deilroyed, together 
with all the forts in the neigh bourhooi5, and about tweqty 
pieces of brafs cann9n fecured on board the Englifh fliips, 
a coli- 
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BOOK a a>ntribution, amounting to about three thoufand pounds 
^_ ' f l{erling> was exa&ed upon the town, and a plan of re- 
ijjS. embarkation concerted, as it appeared from the reports of 
pcafants and dcferters that the enemy were already in- 
creared to a formidable number. A flight entrenchment 
being raifed, fufficient to defend the laft divifion that 
Ihould be re-cmbarlted, the fiores and artillery were 
Ihipped, and the light horfes conveyed on board their re- 
fpeftive tranfpDrts, by means of platforms laid in the 
flat'bottomed veflels. On the Sixteenth day of Auguft, 
at three o'clock in the morning, the forces marched from 
Cherbourg down to the beach, and re-embarked at Fort 
Galet, without the Icaft diSurbance from the enemy. 

§ XLIX. This fervice being happily pcrforn»ed, the 
fleet fet fail for the coaft of England, and anchored in the 
toad of Weymouth, under the high land of Portland, 
In two days it weighed and flood again to the fouthward ; 
but was obliged, by contrary winds, to return to the fame 
riding. The fecond effort, however, was more efiedual. 
The fleet with Ibme difficulty kept the Tea, and fleering 
to the French coaftj came to anchor inthebay of St. 
, Lunaire, two leagues to the wcflward <^ St. Maloes, 

againft which it was determined to make another attempt. 
The Hoops and ketches being ranged along Ihore to cover 
the difembarkation, the troops landed on 8 fair open 
beach, and a detachment of grenadiers was fent to the 
harbour of St. Briac, above the town of St. Malo, where 
theydcftroyed about fifteen fmall veflels'; but St. Malocs 
itfelf being properly furveycd, appeared to be above infult, 
either from the land-forces or the fliipping. The mouth 
of the river that forms its bafon extends above two miles 
in breadth at its narrowefl part, fo as to be out of the 
reach of land-batteries, and the enterance is defended by 
fuch forts and batteries as the {hips of war could not pre- 
tend to filence, confidering the difficult navigatioa of the 
channel : befides fifty pieces of large cannon planted on 
thefe forts ^nd batteries, the enemy had mounted forty on 
the wefl flde of the town j and the bafon was> moreover, 
ftrengthened 
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ftrengthened by feven frigates or armed veflels, whofe guns 9J* ■* •*■ 
might have been brought to bear upon any batteries that ^ ' , i 
couM be raifed on (hore, ai weil as upon Ihips entering by >7S8- ' 
the ufual channel. For thefe fubflantial rcafons the defign 
againft St. Maloes was dropped ; but the general being 
unwilling to re-ctnbark without having taken fome ftep for 
the further annoyance of the enemy, refolved to penetrate 
into the country, conducing his motions, however^ (a 
as CO be near the fleet, which had, by this time, i^uitted 
the bay of St. Lunaire, where it could not ride with any 
fafety, and anchored in the bay of St. Cas^ about three 
leagues to the weftward. 

§ L. On Friday (heeighth of September, General Bligh, 
with his little army, began his march for Guildo, at the 
diftance of nine miles, which he reached in the evening: 
pext day he crolTed a little gut or inlet of the Tea, at low 
water, andhis troops being incommoded by thepeaf^nts, who 
fired at them from hedges and houfes, he fent a priefi with 
, ,a meiFage, incimating, that if they would not defift, he 
would reduce their houfes to afbes. No regard being 
paid to this intimation, the houfes were actually fet oa 
fire as foon as the troops had formed their camp about two 
miles on the other fide of the inlet. Next morning he 
.proceeded to the village of IWatignoji, where, after fome 
frnart fkirmiOling, the French piquets appeared, drawn 
up in order, to the number of two battalions; but having 
fullained a few fliot from the Englifh field-pieces, and 
feeing the grenadiers advance, they fuddenly difperfed. 
General Bligh continuing his route through the village, 
encamped In the open ground, about three miles from the 
, bay of St. Cas, which was this day reconnoitre for re- 
embarkation : for he now received undoubted intelligence, 
. that the Duke d'AiguiJIon had advanced from Breft to 
Lambale, within Hx miles of the Engliih camp, at the 
head of twelve regular battalions, fix fquadrona, two 
icgiments of mjlitia, eight mortars, and ten pieces of 
cannon. The bay of St. Cas was covered by anencrench- 
. ment which the enemy had thrown up, to prevent or 
Vol. IV, S oppofe 
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BOOK Appofe any difembarkation ; zni on the but^e of this 

^ "*' , work there was arange erf fand'litlls extending along 
j;i2. fliore, fl*ich could havcferved as a cover to the enemy, 
< from whence they might have annoyed rite troops in n> 
embarking : for this reafoa a propofal was made to tlw 
General, that the forces fhonid be re-embarked from a 
fair open beacb on the UH, between St. Cai and Gnildo; 
but this advict was rt^e&ci, and, indeed, the fijbfeqaenC 
Operations of the army &voured ftrong of Mind fecurity 
and rafli prdiimptioR. Had (he troops decamped in (He 
night without noife, in all probability they would have 
arrived ac the beach before the French had received the 
leaft intelligence of their motion ; and, in that cafe, the 
whole Brmy» eonfilting of about fix thoufand men, tnight 
have been re-eoAarked widiout the leaft interruption : but, 
inftead of this cautions fnanner of proceeding, the drum* 
ffere beaten at two o'clock in tbe mcvning, aa if with in- 
tention to give notice to the enemy, who'feithwith re* 
peated the fame GgnaK The troops wen in motion before 
three, and thoagb thc^gth of the march did not exceeS 
three miles, the halts and interruptions were (o numermia 
, and frequent, that they dii not arrive on the beach of St. 
Caa till nine. Then the embaikatioa was begun, aitd might 
%ave been happily finiflied, had the tranfports hiin near the 
^ Ibore, and received the men as faft as the boats couldhave 

conveyed them on board, without diftinQion; butmanjr 
ihips rode at a confideiable diftance, andcvcryhoat carriei 
the men on board the refpedive tranfports to whic4i they 
belonged; a puniAilio of difpofitioa by which 'a great 
ileal of time was unnecellarily confumn). The fhi^ fhips 
and bomb- ketches were brought near the iRiore, to cover 
the re-embarkation ; and a conflderable 'number of fea- 
efficers was {Rationed' on the beach, to fupcrintend the 
boats-crews, and regulate the fervice; but, notwitb- 
ftanding all their attention and authority, fome of the 
boats were othcrwife employed than in conveying th« un- 
happy fotdiers. Had all the cutters and fmallcraft belong- 
ing to the fleet been jlroperiy occupied in dws fervice, tfce 
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ATgrace and dtfafter of the day would Icarce have happened. Chap. 
The Britifli force* had ftirmiflitd a little on the rosrcb, , "' ' ^^ 
hat DO confiderablc body of the enemy appeared until the i7jl. 
embarkation was b^un; then they look pofieffion uf an 
eminence by a wlnd-nutl^ and forthwith opened a battery 
of ten cannon and eight mortars, from whence they fired 
with confiderable efle£t npon the fddiers on the beach, and 
Ml the boats in thnr pafiage. They afterwards began to 
march down the hill, partly covered by a hollow-way on 
ttieir left, with defign to gain a wood, where they might 
fbrcn and extend thcntfelves along the front of the £ngltfb» 
and advance againft them under ffadcer of the land- 
hills } hut in their defcent they fuff^d extremely fiwm." 
the caonoQ and otortars of the Ihipping, which made 
great havock, and threw them into confufion. Their 
line of march down the bill was ftaggered, aitd for fomc 
time continued in fufpenfci then they turned off to on« 
fide, extended themfclv^ along a hill to their left, and 
advanced in a hollow way, ftom whence they fuddcniy 
mflied out to the attack. Though the greater part of die 
BritiOi troops were already embarked, the rear-guard^ 
confifting of all the gretiadiere, and half of the iirft regi-i 
mcnt of guards, remained on the fliore, to the number of 
fifteen hundred, under the command of Major-Qeneral 
Onry, This officer, feeing the French advance, onlercd 
hi> troops to form in grand divifions, and march from be- 
hiii4 the bank that covered them, Ia order to charge the 
enemy before tticy could be formed on the plain. Had 
fiiis ftep been taken when it was firft fuggcficd to Mr. 
Dury, b^re the French were difei^aged from the holloir 
way, perhaps it might have lb far fucceeded as to difconcert 
and throw them into confuflon: but by this time they had 
extended themfelves into a very formidable front, and no 
hope remained of being able to witblland fuch a fuperiof 
nttmbcr. InSead of attempting to fight againft fuch odds 
in an open field of battle, they might have retreated along 
tbt beach to.a rock on the left, in w^h [iio{rcfi their 
S a right 
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BOOK right flank would have been fecured by the entrcnchmeiit ^ 
^_ I ' , and the enemy could not have purfued them along tWe 
ijjg. fbore, without being expofed toTuch a fire from the lhip> 
ping, as in all probability they could not have fuftained. 
This fchemc was likewifc propored to Mr. Dury ; but ho 
feemed to be ai51uated by a* fpirit of infatuation. The 
Englifh line being drawn up in uneven ground began 
the a£lion with an irregular fire from right to left, which 
the enemy returned -, but their lifual fortittids and refo- 
kition feemed to .forfake them on ihis occaTioiv They faw 
themfelves in danger of 6cing furroundcd, and cut in 
pieces; their officers dropped -on every fide; and all hope 
of retreat wai now intercepted. In this cruel dilemma 
their fpirits failed ; they were fdfed with a p^ck ; the^ 
laultered, they broke, and in \e(s than five minutes after 
the engagement began they iled in the utmoft confufien, 
purfued by the enemy, who no fooner faw them give way 
than they fell in among them with their bayonets fixed, 
and made a great carnage. General Dury b0i/ig danger 
roufly wounded, ran int<^the lea, where he perifhed j and 
this was the fate of a great number, o£ceis as we]) as 
I foldiers. Maay fwam towards the boats and veflels, which 

were ordered to give theia all manner of affifl^nce ; but 
by far the greater number weie either butchered on the 
. beach, or drowned in the water : a fmall body, bowever, 
inflead of throwing themfelves into the fea, retired to the 
lock on the left, where tbey made a fland, until they bad 
cxhaufled their ammunition, and then furreadered at dif- 
cretion. The havock was moreover incrcaCed by the fbot 
and fhells difcharged from the battery which the enemy 
. had raifed on the hill. The Oaughter would not have 
been fo great, had not the French foldiers been exafperated 
by the fire from the frigates, which was fliU maintained 
even after the Englilh troops were routed ; but this was no 
fooner filenced by a fignal from the commodore, than the 
enemy exhibited a noble example of moderation and hu- 
manity, in granting immediate quarter and prote^ion tn 
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tkc vanquiflied. About one thoufand chofcn men of -th« c 
Englifh army were killed and taken prifoners on this oc- ^ 
cafioD : nor waa the advantage cheaply purchafcd by the 
French troops, among whom the {hot and fhells from the 
frigates and ketches had done gicat execution. The cle- 
mency of the vigors was the more remarkable, as the 
Britifli troops in this expedition had been ihamefully 
guilty of marauding, pillaging, burning, and other ex- 
cefles. War is fo dreadful in itfelf, and lb ferere in itt 
confequences, that the excrcife of gencrollty afld com- 
paffion, by which its hgrrourt are mitigated, ought ever 
to be applauded, encouraged, and imimed. We ought 
alfo to life our belt endeavours to deferve this treatment 
at thehands of acivilifed enemy. Let us be humane in 
our turn to thofe whom the fate of war hath fubje<^ed to 
our power: let Us, in profecuting our military operations, 
maintain the moft rigid difcipline among the troops, and 
religioiifly abftain from atl aQ.i of violence and oppreffion. 
Thus, a laudable emulation will undoubtedly enfue, and 
the powera at war' vie with each other in humanity and 
politenefs. In. other refjKds, the commander of an in- 
vading armament will always find his account in being 
well with the common people of the country in which the 
defcent is made. By civil treatment and feafonablc grati- 
fications, they will be encouraged to bring into the camp 
regular fupplies of provifion and refrefhrnent ; they wilt 
mingle with the Ibldiers, and even form friendihips among 
them; fcrve as guides, meflengers, and interpreters; let 
out their cattle for hire as draft-horfes ; work io their own 
perfons as day-l^ourera j difcover proper fords, bridges, 
roads, p^s, and defiles ; and, if artfully managed, com- 
mwnicatc many ufeful hints of intelligence. If great 
care and cifi;Hmfpe3ion be not exerted in roainuining 
difcipline, and bridling the licentious difpolition of the 
foldiers, fuch invafions will be produ£live of nothing byt 
niifcarriage and difgracc : for this, at bcft, is but a pirati- 
cal way of carrying on war; and the troops enyged 
' ■ 33 i» 
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in it are, in fomo meafure, debauched by the nature oT 
J the (crvice. They are crowded together in tranfpocts, 
where the minute particulars of military order cannot bs 
ohrerved, even though the good oftbe fervice grcatlyde* 
pendi itpona dueohfervanceof thefeforms. The foidiert 
grow negligent, and inattentive to cleaniwrs and the ex* 
terior ornaments of drefs : they become Qovenly, floihffll^ 
fnd altogether unfit for a return of duly : they are tumbled 
Bboutoccalionally in {hips and boats, landed and re-em- 
barked in a tumultuous manner, under a divided and dif- 
ordcrly command : they are accuftomed to retire at th« 
Erft report of an approaching enemy, and to take flielter 
on another element j nay, their fmall pillaging parties are 
often obliged to fly before unarmed pealants. Their duty 
en fuch occafions is the moll unmanly part of a foldier*! 
office i namely, to ruin, ravage, apd deftroy. They foon 
yield to the temptation of pillage, and are habituated to 
rapine: they give loofe to intemperance, riot, and in- 
toxication ; -commit a thoufand excefles; and, when the 
enemy appears, run on board the fbips Vf'ith their booty, 
Thus the dignity of the fervicejs dcbafed : they lofe all 
fenfc of honour, and of fharae : they are no longer re- 
ftri^ed by military laws, nor over-awed by the authority 
of officers : in a word, they degenerate into a fpecies rf 
lawlefs buccaneers. From fuch a total relaxation of 
morals and difcipHne, what can enfue but riot, confufic>n, 
difbonour, and defeat i All the advantage that can be 
expelled from thefe fudden ftarts of invaflon will icarce 
over-balance the evils we have mentioned, tc^ether with 
the extraordinary expenfe of equipping armaments of this 
jiaturc. True it is, thefe defcents oblige the French 
King to employ a conilderable number of his troops for the 
defenfeof his maritime places; they ferve to ruin the tcadc 
«f his fubjefts, proteft the navigation of Great-Britain, 
and fecure its coaft from invafion : but thefe purpofea 
might bp as cffeflually anfwreredj at a much fmaller ex- 
penfe, bjf the Clipping alone. Should it be judged expo. 
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-fieilt, bowerer, to pro&cutelhU dcAiItory kiadof m, *^^a^*^ 
«he coamanders empb^nit wiU do well to coafider, ^^, _ . ' . 
tbat ft defeeoC oaght nersrtobe baoaided tn an enemy's i7sS' 
cottBtry, without havu^tikeo proper precautions to fecure 
a retreat ; thu tbc fevereft dtJcipUnc o«gbt to be prcferv«d 
^ring ^1 llie opecatioiu of the campaign ; that a genetd 
•eoght never to diiembitk but upon a well-concerted pim, 
not conmence bis military tranfaftions without fbme im- 
mctkatc point or oljed ia view} that a te-ea>baikatiqB 
ought Acver to be attemptedi except from a dear c^iea 
fceacb, where the approaches of an enemy may be (cesg 
and the troops covered by the fine of their fliipping. 
Tiiofe who prefumed to re6ed upon the particulars of this 
lafl: expeditioa owned thcin(clvei at a lols to accouat for 
tiie conduA of the general, in remaining on fhoie after the 
dcfign upon St. Maloes wis kid alide ^ ia penetrating lb 
Ac into the country, without any vifible obje^ y neglcA- 
ing the rqieatcd intelligence which he received j communi- 
cating by beat of drum his midnight motions to an enemy 
of double his force ; loitering near fevcn hours in a march 
«f thrccmilcs; and, Ullly, attempting the re-embarkatiofi 
of the troops at a place where no proper meafures bad been 
talc^n for their cover and defenfe. After the ai^ion of St. 
Caii, fomc civilities, by mcfiage, palled between the Du^e 
d'Aiguillon and the Englitb commanders, who were favour- 
ed with a lifl of the prifonas, including four fea-captaini; 
4tnd afUired that the wounded Ihould receive all poUible 
comfort and alUfiance, Thefe matters being adjutted. 
Commodore Howe returned with the fleet to Spithead, 
»nd the ibldiers were difembarked. 

§ LI. The fuccefs of the attempt upon Cherbourg had 
elevated the people to a degree of childilh triumph ; and 
the government thought proper to indulge this petulant 
fpirit of exhultatioo, by expoftng twenty-one pieces of 
JFrench cannon In Hyde-parlc,, frqm whence they vrere 
drawn in proceJSon to the Tower, amidft the acclamations 
of the populace From this pinnacle of elation and pride 
S 4 thcj , 
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they were precipitated to the abyfs or derpondence or de- 
, jeftion, hj the account of the mifcarriage at St, Cas, 
which buoyed up the fpirits of the French in the fame 
proportion. The people of that nation began to Hand in 
need of fome fuch cordial after the lofles they bad fu- 
Aained, and theminillryof Verfailies did not fail to make 
the moft of this advantage: they publiOted a pompous 
narrative of the battle at St. Cas, and magnified into a 
mighty viftory the puny check which they had given to 
the rear-guard of an inconfiderable detachment. The 
people received it with implicit belief, becaufe it was 
agreeable to their paflions, and congratulated themfelves 
upon their fuccefs in hyperboles, dii^ated by that vivacity 
; fo peculiar to theFrenchnation. Indeed, thefe are artifices 
which the minifters of every nation find it neccfTary to ufe 
at certain conjun3urcs, in governing the turbulent and 
capricious multitude. After the misfortune at St. Cas» 
nothing further was attempted by that armament; nor 
was any enterprife of importance achieved by the Britifh 
ihips in Europe during the courfe of this-fummer. The 
CTuifers, however, ftill continued aftive and alert. Cap- 
tain Hervey, in the ihip Monmouth, deftroyed a 
French fliip of forty guns in the ifland of Malta ; an ex- 
ploit of which the Maltefe loudly complained, as a vio- 
lation of their neutrality. About twenty fail of fmaU 
■ French veflels were driven afliore on the roclts of Bretagne^ 
by fome cruifers belonging to the fleet commanded by 
Lord Anfon, after a fmart engagement with two frigates, 
under whofe convoy they failed. In the month of No- 
vember the Belliqueux, a French fhip of war, mounted 
with fixty-four guns, having, by miftake, run up St. 
George's channel, and anchored in Lundy-road, Captain 
Saumarcz, of the Antelope, then lying in King-road, 
immediately weighed and went in queft of her, according 
to the advice he had received. When he appeared, the 
French captain heaved up his anchor, and made a fho* of 
preparing for an engagement } but hvn hauled down hii 
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colours, and without firing a (hot furrcndered, with a -.chap, 
complement of four hundred and feventeen men, to^lbip . ' . 

of inferior force, both in number of hands and weight of 175S, 
metal. — By this time the KngliOi privateers fwarmed to 
fuch a d^ree in the channel, that fcarce a French vellel 
-durft quit tbe harbour, and confequently there was little or 
no booty to be obtained. In this dearth of legal prizes, 
fome of the adventurers were tempted to commit adis of 
piracy, and adually rifled the (hips of neutral nations, A 
Dutch veflel, having on board the baggage and domefticks 
belonging to the Marquis de Pignatelli, ambafladour from 
thecQurt of Spain to the King of Denmark, was.boarded 
three' times fucceffively by the crews of three different pri- 
vateers, who forced the hatches, rummaged the hold, 
broke open and rifled the trunks and boxes of the ambalTa^ 
-dour, infuhed and even cruelly bruifed his officers, ftrippcd 
his domeflicks, and carried off his effitfls, together with 
letters of credit, and a bill of exchange. Complaints of 
thefe outrages being made to the court of London, tbe 
lords of the Admiralty promifed, in the Gazette, a reward 
of five hundred pounds, without deduction, to. any perfon 
ivbo fliould difcover the offenders concerned in thefe 
a3s of piracy. Some of them were dete£ted accordingly, 
"and. brought to condign puniQiment. 

§ LU. The Dutch had for fome time carried on a very 
confiderable traffick, not only in taking the fair advan- 
tages of their neutrality, but alfo in fupplying the French 
with naval ftores, and tranfporting the produce of the 
French fu gar-colonies to Europe, as carriers hired by the 
proprietors. The FngliJh government, incenfed at this 
unfair commerce, profecuted with fuch flagrant partiality 
for their enemies, ilTued orders for the cruifers to arreftall 
fliips of neutral powers that fliould have French property 
on board ; and thefe orders were executed with rigour and 
feverity. A great number of Dutch fliips were taken, 
2nd condemned as legal prizes, both in England and Ja- 
maica: fometitnes the owners cxt with hard' meafure, 
," and 
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ait<[ lome crews were treated with infolcnce and barbaritf* , 
The fabjeds of the United PrOTlncei raifcd a loud clt- 
mour againft the Englifh, for having bjr thefe capturet 
violated the law of nations, and the particular treatj of 
commerce fublifting between Great>BriCain and the R»< ' 
ptibliclc. RemonSrances were made to the Engltfli mini- 
tlry, who expoftulated in their turn with the dcputiei of 
the States- General j and the two nations were inflamed 
againft each other with the moft bitter animotity. The 
Sriti& reftdent at the Hague, in a conference with the 
States, reprefented, that the King his tnaflxr could not 
hope CO fee peace fpoediiy re'cftabliOiedt if the neutral 
princes fliould aOiime a right of carrying oa the trade of 
his efiemies : that facexpe^ed, from their icnownjuftice, 
and the alliance by which they were fo ncariy conneded 
with his fubjedsythey would hooeftly abandon this fraudu- 
lent commerce, and agree that oaval flares Ibould be 
comprehended in the clafs of contraband coDunoditiet, 
He anfwered fome articles of the complaints they had made 
with an appearance of candour and moderation ; declared 
his Majclly's abhorrence of the violence* which had been 
committed upon the fubjt&a of the United Provinces ; ex- 
plained the Heps which had been taken by the £ngli£h g». 
vcrnment to bring the offenders to juftice, u well as tot 
prevent fuch outrages for the future; and afllired them^ 
that his Britannick Majefty had nothing more at heart 
than to renew and maintain, in full force, the mutual 
confidence and friendfliip by which the maritime powers of 
England and Holland had been fo long united. 

f LIII. Thefe profefBona of eflcem and affe<3ian were 
not fufficient to quiet the minds and appeafcthc refentmenC 
of the Dutch merchants ; and the French party, which 
was both numerous and powerful, employed all their art 
and influence to exafpcrate their paffions, and widen the 
breach between the two nations. The^ court of Verlaillet 
did not fail to feife this opportunity of infinuation : while, 
on one hand, their minifiera and emi&u'm in HolUnd ex- 
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*Bg^"tcd the indignities and injuries which the States had ^5*^* 
fuflained, from the tnfolence and rapacity of the Englifii ; ^ - ' j 
they, on the other hand, flattered and cajoled them with 17^8. 
iittlc advantages in trade, and formaf profelEons of refpea. 
Such was the oiemorial delivered by the Count D'Affry, 
intimating that the Emprefa-Queen being under afi abfo- 
lute neceSity of employing all her forces to defend her 
hereditary doniinions in Germany, ihe had been obliged to 
withdraw her troops from Oflend and Nieuport ; and ap- 
plied to the French King, as her ally nearcft at hand, to 
garrifon thefe two places, which, however, fliould be 
reftored at the peace, or fooner, fhould her Imperial Ma- 
jcfty think proper. The fpirit of the Dutch merchants at 
this junflure, and their fentiments with refpe^t to Eng- 
land, appeared with very high colouring in a memorial to 
the States- General, fubfcribed by two hundred and fixty- 
ninc traders, compofed and prefented with equal fecrefy 
and cJrcumfpe£tion. In this famous remonllrance they 
complained, that the violences and unjuft depredations 
committed by the Englifh ihips of war and privateers on 
the veAels and effe£b of them and their fellow-fubjeifta 
were not only continued, but daily multiplied ; and 
cruehy and excefs carried to fuch a pitch of wanton bar- 
barity, that the petitioners were forced to implore the 
alliance of their High Mightinefles to' prote£t, in the 
moft efficacious manner, the commerce and navigation, 
which were the two finews of the republick. For this 
neceflary purpofe they offered to contribute each his con- 
iciiigent, and to arm at their own charge ; and other propo- 
ifitions were made for an immediate augmentation of the 
marine.' While this party induftrioufly exerted all their 
povcT and credit to eSe& a rupture with England, the 
Princefs Gouvernante employed all her interefl and 
addrefs to divert them from this obje^, and alarm them ' 
with refpefl to the power and defigns of'Fiance; againft 
which {he earneftly exhorted them to augment their mili- 
ary forces by 'land, that they might be prepared to defend 
themfelvet 
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themTelves agunft all invafion. At the fame time, fhe 
I fpared no pains to adjulf the diiFerences between her 
hufband's country and her father's kingdom ; and^ with- 
out doubtj her healii)^ councils were of great efficacy in 
preventing matters frwn coming to a very dangerous ex- 
tremity. 
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CHAP. IX. 

$ I. ExptMtien agcunji Srnegal. % II. Feri Lmis and Siite- 
gal taitn. § IU> XJnfiuctfiful attempt uptn Gone. § IV. 
Ex^tJitien t»Capt Brttm. § V, Leuifimrg taken. § VI. 
And St. Jtbn'$. § VII. uHfuccefiful attempt upon Tian- 
dertga. § VIII. Fart Frmtenae taken and dejlrayed by 
the Englijb. § IX. Brigadier Forbes taies Firt du ^efne. 
§ X. Garee taken. % XI. Shipwreck af Capt. Barttnj 
§ XII. Gallant exploit of Captain Tyrrel. § XIII. Tranf- 
aSiens in the'EaJi-Indiei, Adm. Pocsckt engageithe French 
fieet. § XIV. Fort St. David" t taken by the French^ 
Seand engagement between Adm. Pecocke and M. ^Apcbi, 
§XV. PngrefiofM. Lallj. § XVI. TranfaSiions on 
the continent af Europe. § XVII. King of Prufia reifes 
tmtributians in Saxony, and the dominions of the Duke af 
fFirtemberg. § XVIII. State af the armies on the conti- 
junt. § XIX. French King changes the adminijirattan ^ 
Hanover, § XX. P/an of a treaty between the French 
King and the Landgrave of Hejfe-Caffel. § XXI. TreOy, ' 
ittwten the French King and the Duke of Brunfwici. 
§ XXII. Decree of the Aulick council agalnjl the EleSar af 
Hanover and ethers. § XXni. Bremen taken by the Dukt 
de Broglia, and retaken by Prince Ferdinand. § XXIV. 
Dttie de Richelieu recalled. Generous conduS} af the Dukt 
dt Randan. % XXV. The French abandm Hanover. 
Prince af Brunfwici reduces Hoya andMinden. § XXVI. 
' Prince Ferdinand defeats the French at Creveldt, and takes 
' Dupldorp. % XXVII. Prince of Tfenbsurg defeated by 
the Duke de BregUa. § XXVIII. Gen. Imhoff defeats 
M. de Cbevert. § XXIX. General Oberg defeated by the 
' French at Landwernhagen. § XXX. Death of the Duie 
of Marlbarough. § XXXI, Operations of the King of 
Prujfm at the beginning of the campaign. % XXXII. He 
4nttn Maravia, andinvefts Olmutz. § XXXUI^ He it 
obliged 
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thUgid ic raifi tht jugty and ritires into Behemia, vhtrt 
bitatiiKenififsratz. § XXXIV. Progrtfi eflbt Ruf~ 
fans. § XXXV. King ef ?ru§a dtftati the Rujfiant at 
Zimdorf. % XXXVI. ^nd is dtftatid bj the Auflrians 
at Hecbkircbm. % XXXVH. Ht retk» It Sikfia. 
^ XXXVIII. Suhurh of Drefden burnt by tht Pruffian 
, ffVernor, § XXXl^. King $/ Pru^ raifiuhe fiegt 
af Ntifi, and relievei Drefden, § XL. Inhabitanti of 
Saxmj gritveu/Ij opprtffid. % XH. Pregrgfi rf the 
Swtdei in Panurmia^ § XUI* Princt Cintries . ef 
SaxtTTf titled Duke ef Ctvrlmi. % XUII. King of 
Exgimd's nttmorial to tb* diettf the Empirt, §XLIV. 
DMb cf P^e Bmedia. § XLV. King rf Pmt^al 
apfmated. ^ XLVI. Procudings ef tbr Frewh mim^. 
$ XLVll. Candan efthe King ^Denmark. JXLVUI. 
JnJ^ers ta the (barges ireught ij tit Duteb ag*imfi the 
Englifi) ernifen. %XllX. Confvenm beivstm the Bfi- 
iift) aniho£ador and the Stata-Giutral, % h. Eurtter 
prtceedings. 

BOOK J I, rriHE wbole flrength of Great-BritaiB during 
^ ' _f X ^his campaign was not exhauftcd in pett/ dc- 

J7js, frents upon thecoaft of France. Thecontinentof Anoe- 
rica was tfae great theatre on which her ehiof vigour was 
difplayedj nor did flie fail to exert hcrfelf in fuccefeful 
effbns againft the French fcttlements on the coaft of Africa. 
The whole gum trade, from Cape Blanco to the rivff 
Gambia, an extent of five hundred milet, had beencn- 
groRed by the French, who 'built Fort Louis wtth in the 
mouth of the Senegal,, ejitsnditig their fa£torie» near three 
hundred leagnes np that rtvcr, and on the fame coaft had 
ibrtitied t^c ifland of Goree, in which they maiciained x 
confiderabte garrifon. The gum-feiiega, of which agieat 
quantity is ufed by (he roanufaflurors of England, being 
wholly in the hands of theenemy, Che Englifti dealers 
were obliged to buy it at fccqnd hand from the Dutch, 
who .purcbafed it of tlte Fieo«b, and exa^sd aa excubitant 
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firice (at Ibat conunodicy. Thit confiderauoa ferwarded CHAP. , 
thp plan ft>r anaextng ihe country to the pofleflion of ^'_ ^ 
Orcat-Britain. The prcjed u^as ^rfl conceived by Mr. ijjS. 
Thomas Cutnming, a renftble ijtiaker, who, as a private 
laerchant, had made a voyage to Portenderriclc, an adjoin- 
ing pan of the coaft, and contraSed a perfonal acquaint- 
ance with Amir, the Moorilh King of Legibelli*. 
fie found this African prince extremely well difpotcd to- 
wards the fuhjei^s of Great- Britain, whom he publicLly 
preferred to ail other Europeans, and fo exafperated 
againft the French, that be declared he ibould never be 
cafy till they were exterminated from the river Senegal. 
At that very lisie he had commenced hoflilities againft 
them, and earneftlf dcfired that the King of £ngland 
would fend out an aimament to reduce Fcu't-Louis and 
Goiee, with fome ihipt of force to prote£): the traders. In 
that cafe, he promifed to join his JBritannick majcfty'j 
forces, and grant an exclufive trade to his fubjeftt. Mr. 
Cununing, not only perceived the advantages that would 
leiuU from fuch an exclusive privilege with regard to the 
gum, but forefaw many other important confequences of 
ancxtenlive trade in a country, which, over and above the, 
■gum-fenega, contains noany valuable articles, fuch aa 
fold-doft, dephspts teeth, hides, cotton, bees-waxa 
Saves, ofttich ieaihers, indigo, ambergris, and civet. 
Elevated with the profpe^l of an acquificion fo valuable 
to his country, this honed Quaker was equally minute aad 
indefatigable in his enquiries touching the commerce of 
the coaft, as well as the ftrength and fttuaiion of the Frenoh 
iettlemebts on the river Senegal; and, at his return to 
England, aSnally formed the plan of an cxpedi tion for the 
conqueft of Fort-Louis. This was" prcfcnted to the- board 
©f trade, "by whom it was approved, after a fevere examj- 
sation i but it required the patriotich zeal and invincible 
|»erfeverance of Cumming to furmonnt a variety 9fobfia- 

Cl» 

* The Difflo tlx Batirn give to tllit pvC of Sotitli Saibary, ItDOWn fa 
Biercbantiind mt'ignors by tbM of The GumCaaAi and aiMsi i% Bjig* 
TbsSaadj DcIbiCefSara, aodfciMCiinciZui. 
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cles before it was adopted by the miniftry ; and even then 
was not executed in iis full extent. He was abridged 
of one large fliip, and in lieu of fix hundred land-fotcesi 
to be dratted^ from difTcrent regiments, which he in 
vain demanded, firft from the Dulce of Cumberland, and 
afterwards from Lord Ligonter, the lords of the Admi- 
ralty allotted two hundred mafines only for this fervice. 
After repeated foUicitatipn he, in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and fifty-feven, obtained an order, that the 
two annual (hips bound to the coaft of Guinea fhould be 
joined by a floop and two bufles, and make an attempt 
upon the French fettlement in the river Senegal. Thefe " 
fliips, however, were detained by contrary winds until the 
leafon was too far advanced to admit a probability of fuc- 
cefs, and therefore the defign' was poftponed. In the 
beginning of the prefcnt year, Mr. Cumming being re- 
enforced with the intereft of a confiderable merchant in 
the city, to whom he had communicated the plan, renewed 
his application to the miniftry, and they refolved to hazard 
the enterprife, A fmall fquadron was equipped for this 
expedition, under the command of Captain Marlb, baving 
on board a body of marines, commanded by Major Mafon, 
with a detachment of artillery, ten pieces of cannon, eight 
mortars, and a confiderable quantity of warlike flores and 
ammunition. Captain Walker was appointed engineer; 
and Mr. Cumming was concerned as a principal director 
and promoter of the expedition*. This little armament 
failed in the beginning of March; and in their palTage 
touched at the ifland TeneriSe, where, while the (hips 
fupplied 
* On thiaocciGcui Mr. Cumming may lecmtabiTeadeddiieAlrfoiitrarf 
to Oie tenets of hii religious profcffionj but be ever declared to the minifbr 
that he was fully pcrruadcd his (chemn might k accomplillied without the 
' efliiliaa of human Mood j and that if be thought otherwife, he would bj no 
• meani have concerned hjmfclf about them. He alio defired, let the coofe- 
. queace be what it might, bit brechien <hould noc be chargeable with what 
watbiiDwnfingleatt.— Ificwai the lirlt military fcbeme of any Qualur, let 
It be remembered it was alfo the firft tuccefiful expedition of this war, and 
one of the firtl that cTerwai carried on according to the pacifiek ryftenof 
tke Qnalan, without th« loft of ■ drop of blood on rither lie. 
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fti|)p!tdd thetnfelves with wifte arid *^tcf, Mr. Ciiftiffiirtg ^•jj^^' 
f)rocee<lcd in the Swart Hoop to Portenrferrltfc, being f %^'rf 
charged with 2 letter of credence to his Old friend the fclrlg ns'- 
of that coumty, who had favoilfed hirrt in hislaft vifit^*ith 
aAexclufii-e trade on that coaft, by a formal chifter', 
Written in the Arabiclt langoage. This prjfice was now up 
the country, engaged in a war With his tieighboilrs, called 
the Diable-Moors* j and the Queen- Dowager, Who re- 
Ainned at I*oTtenderrick, gave lllr. Cummlng to under- 
ftand, that flie could not at prefcrit fpare any troops td 
join the Englifii in their expedition againd Senega! : but 
fbe affured him, that £hould the Ftencfi he (bctermtnatei^, - - 
flie and her fubjefts Would go thither and fettle. In thd 
Aiean time, one of the chiefs, tailed Prince Amir, de- 
Qiatched a meflenger to the King, With advice of their ar- 
rival and defigti. He declared that he wbutd, with all 
poffl>Ie diligence, allemble three hundred warriors to Join 
the Englifh troops, and that, in his opinionj the King 
would cc-cnforce them with a detachment from his army. 
By this time Captain Marfll, with the felt of the arma- 
ment, haiT arrived at Portend err ick, and fearing that thd 
eneffiy might receive intimation of his defign, refolved to 
proceed on the expedition, without waiting for the pro- 
mifcd auxiliaries. On the twenty-fecond Jay of April he 
Weighed anchor, and next day, at four o'clock, difcoverej 
Iht French ilag flying upon Fort-Lods, fituated in the 
midfl: of a pretty confiderable town, which exhibited st 
very agreeable appearance. The Commodore having made 
prize of a Dutch Ihip richly laden with gum, which hy 
at anchor without the bar, came to anchor in Senegal- 
road, at the mouth of the river J and here he perceived 
feveral armed floops which the enemy had detached to de- 
fend the pafTage of the bar, which is extremely dangerous. 
All the boats were employed in conveying the ftores into 
the fmall craft, white three of the Hoops continued ex- 
VoL. IV. T, . ■ changing 

■Thiiiidienaine ^r which tJierubjcAi of LcEibelU diftingmfli thcfe at 
BrackAa, who inhabit ihc cmincry futhei up the t'iia StBi^ti, and i[« U 
conAaut ■Iliinc* with Ihc Fiuch. 
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BOQK changing fire over a narrov tongue of land with the vcf- 
^ ^ _ '. • . fels of the enemy, conlllling of one brig and fix aimed 
jJSt' floops, mounted with great guns and fwivels. At length, 
the channel being difcovered, and the wind, which ge- 
nerally blows down the river, chopping about. Captain 
Millar, of the London bufs, Teifed that opportunity ; and 
paffing the bar with a flowing flieec, dropped anchor on 
the iniide, where he lay till night, expofed to the whole fire 
of the enemy. Next day he was joined by the other 
fmall veflels, and a regular engagement enfued. This 
was warmly maintained on both fides, until the buflcs 
aiid one dogger running a-ground, immediately bulged, 
and were filled with water> Then the troops they con- 
tained toolc to their boats, and with fome difficulty reached 
the fliore, where they formed in a body, and were fooa 
joined by their companions from the other veiTels ; lb 
. that now the whole amounted to three hundred and ninety 
marines, hefides the detachment of artillery. As they 
laid their account with being attacked by the natives, who 
lined the fliore at fome diftance, feemingly determined to op- 
pofe the defcent, they forthwith threw up an entrench- 
ment, and began to difembark the flores, great part ^ of 
which lay under water. While they were employed in 
raifing this occafional defenfe, the negroes came in great 
numbers and fubmitted ; and on the fuccceding day they 
were re-enforced by three hundredand fifty feamen, who 
pafled the bar in floops, with their enfigns and colours 
flying. 

§]L They had made no further progrefs in their opera- 
tions, when two French deputies arrived at the entrench- 
ment, with propofals for a capitulation from the governout 
of Fort- Louis. After fome hefitalion, Captain Marfh and 
Major Mafon agreed. That ail the white people belonging 
to the French company at Senegal fhould be fafely con-- 
du^led toFrance in an Englifh veflcl, without being de- 
prived of their private effefls, provJded all the merchan- 
dife and uncoined treafute Ihould be delivered up to the 
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vi^rs ; and that all the forts, ftore- houfes, vefleh, aritist 
pfoviftons, and every article belonging to the company 
la that river fhould be put into the hands of. [he Engiith 
immediaidy after the capitulation could be figned. They 
promifed that the free natives living at Fort- Louis fhould 
remain in quiet polTenion of their effefts, and in the free 
nercife of their religion j and that all negroes, mulattoes, 
and others, who could prove themfelvcs free, fliould have 
it in their option either to remain in the place, or remove 
to any other part of the country*. The Captains Camp-' 
, bell and WalLer were immediately fent up the river with a 
flag of truce, to fee the articles figned and executed ; but 
they were fo retarded by the rapidity of the Aream, that 
they did not approach the fort till three in the morning. 
As foon as the day broke they hoifted their flag, and rowed 
Up towards a battery on a point of the ifland, where they 
Jay upon their oars very near a full hour, beating the cha- 
made ; but no notice was taken of their approach. This 
refcrve appearing myftcrious, they retired down the river 
to their entrenchment, where they underftood that the . 
negroes on the ifland were in arms, and had blocked up 
the French in Fort-Louis, refoiving to defend the place to 
the Jaft extremity, unlefs theyftould be included in the 
capitulation. This intelligence was communicated in a 
lecond letter from the governor, who likewjfe informed 
the Englifti commander, that unlefs the French direilor- 
gencral ihouM be permitted to remain with the natives, as 
a furety for that article of the capitulation in which they 
were concerned, they would allow themfelves to be cut in - 
pieces rather ^an fubmit. This requeft being granted, 
tfatf Etiglifh forces began their march to Fort-Louis, ac- 
-companied by a number of long boats, in which the artil- 
lery and Itores had been embarked. The French feeing 
theai advance immediately Itruck their flag^ and Major 
T 2 Mafon 

■Theviflort, howenr, committcda VErygreat miftiks in ■Itowlog them 
tocarryoff ihclrbaoki and iccouoti, ih: peiuCil of which would hme been 
of infiniieVervice to ihe English merchants, hy infotming them of- the com- 
es, tbeii value, die ptofcr feafaiii, andmcthoda ofprulccut'inglhe ua4c> 
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BOOK Malon Oxtk po^ffionofthecaftle, where he found ninety- 
. ^^..^ '. ^ y two pieces of cannon, with ^reafure and merchandife to a 
i7jl. conftderable value. The corporation and burghers of the 
town of Senegal fnbmitted, and fwore all^iance to his 
Britannicic Majefty : the ne^hbouring princts, attended 
by numerous retinues, vifitGd the commander, and c(W- 
ciuded treaties with the Englifli nation, and the King of 
Porten derrick, or Legib«)ii, fent an ambaSador frtnn bia 
cMnp to Major Mafon, with ptcfents, conrptimcntsof con- 
gratulacion, and aflutances of friendfbip. The ruimber 
of free independent Negroes and Mulattoes fettled aC 
S<enegal amounted to three thoufand, and awnyof thcfe 
enjoyed flaves and pofle^ns of their own. The two 
French fai^ories of Podore and Gatam, the latter fittiated 
nine hundred miles farther up the river, were included in 
tbecapitulatien ; fo that Great-Britain, almoft without 
ftriking a blow,' found herfdf poffefled of a conquelt, 
from which, with proper management, flic may derive in- 
coficeivabte riches. This important acqiiilition was inz 
gteat meafure, if not entirely, owing to the fagacity, zeal, 
and indefatigable eiForts of Mr; Gumming, who not only 
formed the plan, and (btlicited the armament, but alfo at- 
tended the execution of it in perfon, at the hazard ofhi« 
life, and to the interruption of his private concerns. 

^ III. Fort-Louis being fecured with an Englifh gar- 
ri^iHS and fome armed velTels Left to guard the paffageof the 
bar, at the mouth of the rii-er, the great ihips proceeded to 
make an attempt upon the ifland of Goree, which lies at 
the diftance of thirty leagues from Senegal. There the 
French company had conftderable tnagazines and ware- 
houfes, and lodged the negro flaves until tbey could be 
ibipped for the Weft -Indies. If the additional force which 
Mr. Gumming propofed for the conqueft of this ifiand 
had been added to tb» armament, in ^1 probaUlity the 
ifbnd would have been reduced, and in that cafe, the na- 
. tion would have faved the eonfiderable expenfe of a fnbfe- 
quent expedition againft it, under the conduct of Commo- 
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dure Kcppd. At prefent, the Jfaips by which Go- chaI", 

ree was attacked were fouad unequal to the attempt, . 

and the expedition mircarried accordingly, though the i75>>. 

mifcarriage was attended with little o( no damage to the 

aflailants. 
§ IV, Scenes of (till greater Importance were a^ed ia 

North-America, whefc, exclusive of the fleet and marines, 
the government had aOembled about fifty thourand men, 
inclttding two-and -twenty thoufand regular troops- The 
£ail of Loudoun having returned to England, the cbi«f 
command in America devolved on Major-General Abcr- 
CTOmbie i but as the objeiSs of operation were various, the 
forces were divided into three detached bodies, under &• 
many different commanders. About twelve thoufand were 
deftined to undertake the fiege of Louifbourg, on the ifland 
of Cape -Breton. The general himfelf rcfervednear lixteca 
thoufand for the redudlion of Crown-Point, a fort fituated 
«n lakeChamplain : eight thoufand, under theconduft of 
Brigadier-General Forbes, were allotted for the Conqueft 
of Fort du Quefne, which Aood a great way to the fouth' 
ward, near the river Ohio j and a conllderable garrlfon 
was left at Annapolis, in Nova-Scotia. The redudtion of 
Louifbourg and the ifland of Cape-Breton being an objcft 
of immediate confideration, w;is undertaken with all 
poffible defpatch. Major-General Amhcrft being joined 
by Admiral Bofcaweo, with the fleetand forces from Hng- 
Und, the whole armament, confifting of one hundred and 
£fty-feven fail) took their departure from the harbpur oC 
Halifax, in Nova-Scotia, on the twenty-eighth of Maj[^ 
luid on the fecond of June part of the tranfporls anchored 
in the bay of'Gabarut, about feven miles to the weftward 
of Louifbourg. The garrifon of this place, commanded 
by the Chevalier Drucour, confifted of two thoufand five 
hundred regular troops, three hundred niilitia, formed of 
the burghers, and towards the end of the fiege.ihey were 
IB-enforced by three hundred and fifty Canadians, in- 
cluding threefcore Indians. The harbour was fecufttd 
T3 by 
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BOOK by fixfliips ofthe line*, and five frigaWs, three of which' 
\i,^ ^ , - ^_, the enemy funk acrofs the harbour's mouth, in order to 
ITS*. render it inacceffible to -the Knglilh (hipping. The forti- 
fications were in bid repair, many parts of them crumb- 
ling down the covered way, and feveral baftions expofed in 
fuch a manner as to be enfiladed by the befiegers, and no 
part of the town fecure from the efFsiSls of cannonading 
and bombardment. The governour had taken 'all the 
precautions in his power to prevent a landing, by eftablifli- 
in^ a chain cf pofts, that extended two leagues and a half 
along the moft acceflible parts of the beach : entrench- 
inents were thrown up, and batteries ercfled j but 
there were fome intermediaie places which could not be 
properly fecured, and in one of thefe the Englifh troops ' 
weredifembarked. The difpoficion being made for land- 
ing, a detachment, in feveral ,ftoops, under convoy, palTed 
by the mouth of the harbour towards Lorembec, in order 
to draw the enemy's attention that way, while the landing 
Ihoiild rejlly be effefled on the other fide of (he town. 
On the eighth day of June, the troops being aflembled in 
the boais before day-bieak, in thres divifions, feveral 
floops and frigates, that were ftationed a'long fhore in the 
bay of Gabarus, began to fcour the beach with their (hot j 
and after the fire had continued aboufa quarter of an hour, 
the boats, containing the divifion on the'lefc, were rowed 
towards the fliorc, under the command of Brigadier-Ge- 
nera! Wolfe,^ an accomplifhed officer, who, in the feqiiel, 
jifplayed very extraordinary proofs of milit.iry genius. At 
Ibe fame time the two other divifions, on the right and in 
the centre, commanded by the Brigadiers Whrtmore and 
Laurence, made a ftiow of landing, in order to divide anij 
diftrai^ the enemy. Notwithftanding an impetuous furf, 
by which many boats were overfet, and a very fcvcre fire of 
cannon and mufkctry from the enemies batteries, which 

did 

• The Prudent, of TeTcnty-four guns ; the Eritref«nant, of feventj-fnut 
tuna i the Caprkiiju,, Celebre, and Bienfijifint, of fiity fqar goni fcij ; 
the Apollo, of efty gunsj the Chcrie, Bicbe, fidelle, Diana, aad Ech» 
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did confideraWe execution, Brigadier Wolfe purfued his chap. 
point with admirable courage and deliberation. The fol- . ' 
diers leaped into the water with the moft eager alacrity, 1758. 
and, gaining the fhore, attacked the enemy in fuch a man- 
ner, that in a few minutes they abandoned their works and 
artillery, and fled in the utmoft confiifion. The other 
divifions landed alfo, but not without an obllinate oppo- 
fition J and the ftorej, with the artillery, being brought 
on fliore, the town of Louifbourg was formally invefted. 
The difficulty of landing ftores and implements in boifler- 
ous weather, and the nature of the ground, which, being 
marfhy, was unfit for the conveyance of heavy cannon, re- 
tarded the operations of the fiege. Mr. Amhcrft made 
his approaches with great circumfpei^ion, fecuring his 
camp with redoubts and epaulemencs from any attacks of 
Canadians, of which he imagined there was a confiderable 
body behind him on the jfland, as well as from the fire of 
the French (hipping in the harbour, which would other- 
wife have annoyed him extremely in his advances. 

§ V. The governor of Louifbourg having dcflroyed 
the grand battery, which was detached from the body of 
the place, and recalted his out-pofts, prepared for making 
a vigorous dcfenfe. A very fcvere fire, well dire^ed, was 
maintained againftthe befiegers and their works, from the 
town, the illand battery, and the (hips in the harbour j 
and divers fallies were made, though without much eSe&. 
In the mean time Brigadier Wolfe, with a ftrong detach- 
ment, had marched round the north-eaft part of the har- 
bour, and taken pofleflion of the LIghthoufe- point, where 
he erefted feveral batteries againft the fhips apd the ifland 
fortification, which lad was foon filpnced. On the nine- 
teenth day of June the Echo, a French frigate, was taken 
by the Knglifh cruifers, after having efcaped from the har- 
bour; from the cheers on board of this fliip the Admiral 
learned that the Bizarre, another frigate, had failed from 
thence on the day of the difembarkation, and the Comete 
bad fuccefsfully followed her example, Befidcs tlie regu- 
lar approaches to the town, conduced by the engineers 
T 4 under 
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aqifr tJw inimfldiaWcqintjianJ and infpet^JQH of Gwersl 
I Ainher(lf divprsbaiterieswprcfaifed by thedetached corps 
lujer Brigadier Wolfe, who ?xprted hiinfelf with amazing 
aiiiivjfy, and gnevpyfl/ incommoded tbe enemy, both of the 
town wd the fliipp'Og- Qn the twenty-iirft day of July 
the tlirpe great (hips, thp pntreprenant, Capricieux, an4 
Celebre, yi'ere fefpn i;re ty ? bomb-lbellt and burned to 
aflies, fv that none reQi^ine4 but the Prudent apd Bien- 
faifant, which the A<imiral undertook to tjeftroy. For 
this purpofe, in the nieht between [he twenty-fifth arid 
twenty-fixth days of the month, the boats of the fquadron 
were ill two divifions detached fnto tlje harbour, under 
the command of two young captains, Laforcy and Bal- 
four. They accordingly penetrated, in the dark, through 
a tcrrille fire of cannon and mufquetry, and boarded tn« 
enemy fword in hand. T)ie Prudent, being, a-ground, was 
let on lire, and deftrpyed, byt tlie Bienfaifant was towed 
outof th^ harbour in triumph. In the profecution of the 
fiege, the admiral and general co-operatc4 with remarlfablc 
harmony; the fqrmer chearfully aflifting the Utter with 
cannon an<j other ifnplements; with detachments of mai 
rines to maintain polls on Qiore, with parties of feamen to 
i& as pioneers, and concur in working the guns and mor- 
tars. The fire of the town was managed with equal fkill 
?iid a3ivity, and kept up vriih great perfeyerance ; until, 
at length, their ft\ipping being alt taken or dfftroyed, the 
caferi^s * rijinft] in (he two principal baflions, forty out of 
fifty- tyy^pjeees ^f cannon difmounteij, lugkc, or ten- 
dered unferviceable, and divers praflipable breaches ef* 
ff^qd, the governoijr, in a letter to iWr. Amherft, pro- 
jpore4 a capiiiilaijon on the fame articles that were granted 
to the Englifh ^t Port-Mahon, In anfwej: to this pro- 
pofal jie was given to underJtand, that be and his garrifon 

muft 
* It rqaf npcfieimiti to qblcrTc, thai a ciTilier, tthfch Admiral K-—«* 
hid bulltat ancnormoui eipcnTe ID the natioa, wbil: LoDi(|iaurg rcmiiDcil 
in Che binds of tb> Englifli in itc laA war, wii, in cbccDUrfe of this fiegc, 
pnCinly <ItiAaliIb«d by two or tbr« fliaU from one of the BriUHi liUcnaig 
Utim\itVyhai ibis ficcsoffartlGcatwa ^fca ^qtfife^ f qd fBicqt^ tut^li 
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mufi furrender themfelvcs prifoners of war, otherwife he 
might next morning expeil a general afTauU jby the Aiip- 
ping tender Admiral Bofcawen. The Chevalier Dru- 
cour, piqued at the feverity of thcfe terms, replied, that 
h? would, gather th;)n comply with them, fland an aOauIc ; 
but the commiflsry-general, and intendart of the colony, 
prefented a petition from the traders and inhabitants of the 
place, in confequence of which he fubmitced. On the 
twenty -feventb day of July three companies of grenadiers, 
commanded by Major Farquhar, took pofleffion of the 
Wellerji gate j and Brigadier Whitmore was detached into 
tbe town, to fee the gairifon lay down their arms and de- 
liver up their colours on the efplanade, and to poll: iha 
neceflkry guards on the ftores, magazines, and r^parts. 
Thus, at the expenfa of about four hundred men killed 
and wounded, the Englifli obtained pofTelTion of the im- 
portant ifland of Cap^-Brfton, and the flrong town of 
Louifbourg, in which the vigors fpund two hundred and 
.twenty-one pieces of cannon, with eighteen mortars, and 
a confiderabis quantity of Aores and ammunition. The 
ttierchants and inhabitants were fent to France in EngliJh 
bottoms, but the garrifon, together with the fea-officers, 
marines* and (n^riners, amounting in all to five thoufand 
fix hundred and thirty-fqven prifoners, were tr&nfported tt> 
England. The lofs of Louifbourg was the more feverely 
felt by the French King, as it had been attended with 
the deftrudion of fo many confiderable fhips and frigates. 
The particulars of this tranfaftion were immediately 
brought to England, in a veffel defpatched for that pur- 
pofe, with Captain Amhcrft, brother to the commander, 
who was alfo entrufted with eleven pair of colours taken 
at Louilbourg : thefe were, by his Majefty's order, car- 
ried in pompous parade, efcorted by detachments of horfe 
and foot guards, with kettledrums 2nd trumpets, from 
the. palace of Kenfington to St. Paul's cathedral, where 
they were depofited as trophies, under a difcharge of can- 
pon, and other noify expKffions of triumph and exulla* 
tiop. Indeed, the pu^k r^'otcings for the conqueft ^ 
Louifbourg 
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BOOK Loutfbourg were diffured through every part of the Britlfh 
, ^_ \ ^ _ f dominions, and addrefles of congratulation were pre- 
r;^, tented to the King by a great number of flourilhing towns 
and corporations. 

§ VI. After the reduflion of Cape-Breton, fome (hips 
were detached, with a body of troops under the command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Lord Rojlo, to take pofleflion of 
the illand of St. John, which alfo lies in the gulf oi^ St, 
Laurence, and, by its fertility in corn and cattle, hadfince 
the beginning of the war fupplied Quebeck withcoo- 
fiderable quantities of provifion. It was tikewife the 
afylum to which the French neutrals of Annapolis fled 
forihelter from the Engllfh government i and the retreat 
Jrom whence they and the Indians ufed to make iheir 
fudden irruptions into Nova-Scotia, where they perpe- 
trated the moH inhuman barbarities on the defenfelefs fub- 
je&s of Great-Britain, The number of inhabitants 
amounteil to four thoufand one hundred, who fubmitted, 
and broLJght in their arms : then Lord Rollo took poflefEon 
of the governour's quarters, where he found feveral fcalps 
of Englifbmen, whom the favages had alTafUnated, in 
confequerce of the encouragement they received from their 
French patrons and allies, who gratified them with a 
, certain premium for every fcalp they produced. Theifland 
was fTocked with above ten thoufand head of black cattle, 
and fome of th^ farmers raifed each twelve hundred 
' bufliels of corn annually for the market of Quebeck. 

§ VII. Thejoy and fatisfaflion arifing from the conqueft 
of Louifbourg and St John was not a little checked by 
the difafler which befehhe main bodyof ftie BritiOi forces 
in America, under the immediate conduft of General 
Ahercrombie, who, as we have already obferved, had 
propofed the redu£iion of the French forts on the lakes 
George and Champlain, as the chi^f objeifls of his enter- 
prife, with a vicrf to fecure the frontier of the Britifli 
colonics, and open a palTage for the future conqueft of 
Canada. In the beginning of July his forces, amount- 
ing to near fevcn thoufand regular troops, and ten thvu- 

fand 
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tihi provincials, embarked on the lake George, in the CflAP, 
neighbourhood of Lake Champlain, on board of fiine . ' ' 
liundred battcaus, and one hundred and thirtjr-five whale< ,j j^ 
hoats, with provifion, artillery, and ammunition; feveral 
pieces of cannon being mounted on rafts to cover the 
purpofed landing, which was next dajr effcfled without 
oppofitlon. The general's defign was to inveft* Ticon- 
deroga, a fort fituatcd on a tongue of land, extending 
between Lake George and a narrow gut that communi- 
cates with Lake Champlain. This fortification wai, 
on three fides, furrounded with water, and in front nature 
had fecured it with a morafs. The Englifli troops being 
difembarted, were immediately formed into three cclumns, 
and began their march to the enemy's advanced pof^, 
confifting of one battalion, encamped behind a breaft- 
work of logs, which they now abandoned with precipi- 
tation, after having fet them on fire, and burned their 
tents and implements. The BritiOi forces continued 
their march in the fame order ; but the route lying through 
a thick wood that did not admit of any regular progrelSoii 
or paflage, and the guides proving extremely ignorant, the 
troops were bewildered, and the columns broken by falling 
in one upon another. Lord Howe being advanced at the 
head of the right centre column, encountered a French de- 
tachment who had likewife loll their way in the retreat 
' from the advanced poft, and a warm Ikirmifli enfuing, the 
enemy were rputed with confiderable lofs, a good number 
were killed, and one hundred and forty-eight were taken 
prifoners, including five officers. This petty advantage 
was dearly bought with the lofs of Lord Howe, who Ml 
in the beginning of theaiEtion, unfpeakably regretted as s 
young nobleman of the moft promifing talents, who had 
ilifVinguifiked himfejf in a peculiar manner by his courage, 
adivity, and rigid obfervation of military difcipline, and 
had acquired the etieem and a(Fei5lion of the foldicry by 
his generoftty, fweetnefs of manners, and engaging ad- 
drefs. The general perceiving the troops were greatly 
fatigued and difoidercd from want of reft and rcfrefliment, 
thought 
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thought it advilea^le to march hack to the landing placed 
, which they reached about eight in the oiorning. Then 
he detached Ucutenant- Colonel Bradllreet, with one 
regular regiment, fix companies of the Royal Americans, 
with the batteau-men, and a body of rangers, to take 
polTelEon of a faw-mill in the neighbourhood of Ticon- 
deroga, which the enemy had abandoned. Thispoftbeing 
fecured, the general advanced again towards TicoAderoga, 
where he underAood from the piifoncrg the eneniy had 
allembled ei^t battalions, with a body of Canadians and 
Indians, amounting in all to fix thoufand. Tbefe, tbey 
faid, being encamped before the fore, were employed in 
making a formidable entrenchment, where they intended 
to wait for a re- enforcement of three thoufand men, who 
had been detached under the command of M. de Levi, to 
make a diverfion on the fide of tlie Mohawk river* j but 
upon intelligence of Mr. Abercrombie's approach, were 
now recalled for the defcnfe of Tigonderoga. This in- 
formation determined the Englilh general to ftrike, if 
podible, fome decifive ftroke before the jun3ion could be 
eiFefted. He, therefore, early next morning feni his 
engineer acrofs the . river on the oppofite fideof the fort, 
to reconnoitre the enetny'a entrenchments, and he reported, 
that the works being ftill unfiniihed, might be attempted 
with a good profped of fuccefs. A difpofition was made 
accordingly for the attack, and after proper guards had 
been left at the faw-mill and the landing-place, the whole 
army was put in motion. They advanced with great 
alacrity towards the entrenchment, which, however, 
they found altogether imprafli cable. The breaft-work 
was raifed eight feet high, and the ground before it covered 
with an abbattis, or felled trees, with their boughs point- 
ing outwards, and projedting in fuch a manner as to render 
the entrenchment almoft inaccelfibte. Notwich Sanding - 

tbefe 
* Thi* officer intsnded to have made an Iiruption through the pafi of 
Oneida on -ths Mobawks riier, but wai nulled befot« be csold ciecute k» 
defign. General Abtterooibie afterwards feat tbither Brigadier Stanwii, 
with a confiderable body of Provmciala : and thii iioportaQt pals w»s fcfuied 
bji afortbuillaC that juaftkire. 
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tbeC; di(couraging difficulties, the BritiJb troops marched 
up. to the aflaalt with an undaunted celblution, and fu- '. 
ftained a terrible fire without flJnchit^. They endeavour- 
ed to cut their way through thefc embarrafinents with, 
tbeir fwords, and fame of them even mounted the para- 
pet ; but the enemy were To wcU covered, that they could 
deliberately dired their fire without the kaft danger to 
themrelves: the carnage was therefore confiderable, and 
the troops began to fall into confufion, after feveral re^. 
peated atcacks, which lafted above four hours, under the 
looft difadvantageous circumltances. The general, by 
this time, faw plainly that no hope of fuccefa remained; 
and, in order to prevent a total defeat, toot measures foe 
the retreat of the army, which retired uniDolelted to their 
former camp, with the lofs of about eighteen hundred 
men killed m: wounded, inclining a great number of offi- 
cers. Every corps of regular troops behaved, on bbis ua^ 
fortunate occafion, with remarkable intrepidity, but tfar 
greatejl lofs was fulbined by Lord John Murray's Higb-. 
land regiment, of which aboveonehalf of the private men, 
and twenty-five officers, were either {lain upon tbe {pot, 
or de^tecacely wounded. Mri Abercrombie, unwilling Be 
flay in ^e neighbourhood of Xhe enemy with forces which 
bad receive(l fuch a difpiiitingchecL:, retired to his ha t^ 
teass,^ and re-embarking the troops, returned to the camp 
at Lake-George, from whence he had taken bis depar- 
ture. Cenfuce, which always attends milbarriage, did not 
ipat« the chara£ler of this comm*nAer } his auack was 
condemned as ' rafh, and his retreat as pufillaoimous. In 
iitch cafes, allowance muil be made. for the pcevifhnefs of 
^tfappointment, and the clamour of connexion. How 
far Mr. Abercrombic acquitwd himfelf in the duty of a 
general we flialt not pretend to determine ; but if he conld 
depend upon the courage and difcipl^ne of his fofces, he 
furety had nothing to fear, after the a£tton, from the 
attempts of the enemy, to whom he would have.been fu- 
peFioT in number, even though they had been joined by tba 
eapedcd re-enforoeoKnt ; h« might therefore, have, re- 
mained 
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'?!?" niained on the fpot, in order to execute fome oihcr enter- 
% _,- - . _f pHfe when he {faould be re-enforced in his turn; for 
i7SS. General Amherft no fooner heard of his difaner than he 
fctumed with the troops from Cape-6reton to New-Eng- 
land, after having left a ftrong garrifon in Louifbourg. 
At the head of fix regiments he began his march to Al- 
bany, about the middlsof September, in order to join the 
forces on the lake, that they might undertake fome other 
icrvice before the feafon Ihould be exhaufted. 

§ VIII. In the mean time, General Abercrombie had 
detached Lieu tenant- Colon et Bradflreet, with a body of 
three thoufand men, chiefly Provincials, to execute a plan 
which this officer had formed againft Cadaraqui, or Fort- 
Frontenac, fituated on the north fide of the river St. Lau- 
rence, juft where it takes its origin from the Lake On- 
tario. To the fide of this lake he penetrated with bis 
detachment, and embarking in fome floops and batteaus, 
, provided for the purpofe, landed within x mile of Fort- 
Frontenac, the garrifon of which, confiding of one hun- 
dred and ten men, with a few Indians, immediately fur- 
rendered at difcretion. Confidering the importance of 
thispoll, which, inagreatmeafure, commanded themouih 
of the river St. Laurence, and ferved as a magazine to the 
more fouthern caftles, the French general was inexcufeable 
forleaving it in fuch a defenfelcfs condition. Theforti- 
fication itfelf was inconfiderable and ill contrived ; never- 
thelefs, it contained fixty pieces of cannon, fixteen fmall 
mortars, with an immenfe quantity of merchandife and 
provifions, depofited for the ufe of the French forces de-. 
tached againft Brigadier Forbes, their weftern garrifon], 
and Indian allies,'as well as for the fubfiftence of the corps 
commanded byM. dcLcvi, on his encerprifc againft the 
Mohawk river. Mr. Bradftreet not only reduced the fort 
without bloodlhed, but alfo made himfelf mafter of all the 
enemy's (hipping on the lake, amounting to nine armed 
veflels, fome of which carried, eighteen guns. Two of 
thcfc Mr. Bradftreet conveyed to Ofwego, whither. he 
returned with his troops, after he bad deftroyed Fort- 
FrontcnaCj 
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Frontenac, with all the artillery, ftoresi provirion, and ^^^^' 
merchandife which it contained. In confequcnce of this , ' j 
exploit, the Frc;nch troops to the fouthward were expofed iji'- 
to the hazard of ftarviflg; but it is notcafy to conceive the 
general's reafon for giving orders to abandon and dellroy a 
fort, which, if properly llrengtbened and fuftained, might 
have rendered the Englilb mailers of the Lake Ontario, 
and grievoufly .harralTed the enemy, both in their com- 
merce, and expeditions to the welhvaid. Indeed, great 
part of the Indian trade centered at Frontenac, to which 
place the Indians annually repaired from all parts of America, 
fomeof them at the dilVanccof a thoufand miles, and here 
exchanged their furs for European commodities. So 
much did the French traders excel the Englifb in the ait 
of conciliating the affedtion of tbofe favagc tribes, that 
great part of them, in their yearly progrefs to this remote 
market, aflually pafTed by the Britifh fettlement of AU 
bany, in New-York, where they might have been fupplied 
with what articles they wanted much more cheap than 
they could purchafe them at Frontenac or Montreal : nay, 
the French traders uled to furniQi themfelveg with thefe 
very commodities from the merchants of New- York, and 
found (his trafEck much more profitable than that of pro- 
curing the fame articles from France, loaded with the 
expenfe of a tedious and dangerous navigation, from die 
fea to the foiirce of the river St. Laurence. 

§ IX. In all probability, the deftrudlion of Frontenac 
facilitated the expedition ^gainfl Fort du Quefne, enirufled 
to the conduct of Brigadief Forbes, who, with his little 
army, began his march in the beginning of July from 
Philadelphia for the river Ohio, a prodigious traA of coun- 
try very little known, deftitute of military roads, incum- 
bered with mountains, morafles, and woods, that were 
almoll impenetrable. It was not without incredible ex- 
ertion of induftry that he procured provifions and car- 
riages for this expedition, formed new roads, extended 
fcouting parties, fecured cams, and furmounted many 
other difficulties in the courfe of his tedious march, during 
i which 
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BOOK »,hich he *as alfo harraffed hy fmall detachments of th« 
^ ^ „^ ^ f enemy'a Indians, Having peiletraied with the main body 
JJS*- as far as Ray's-Town, at the diflance of ninetj milci 
frcMii Fof( du Quefne, and advanced Colond Bouqbet, 
with two thoufand men, about firty miles farther, to a plac4 
eaUcd Lyal-Henning, this officer detached Major Grant, 
2C the head of eight hundred men, to reconnoitre the fort 
and its out-Works. The enemy perceiving him approach, 
fcnt K body of troops agatnff him, fufficient to furrotfnd his 
whole detachment : a very fevcre aflion began, which th« 
Englifh maintained with their ufual courage for threfi 
hotrrs, agarnfl cruel odds, but at length, being overpov»ered 
by numbers, they were obliged to give way, aftd retired 
in dHbrder to Lyal-Henning, with the lofs of about thretf 
Hundred men kilted or taken, including Major Grant, ft-hb 
wa» carried prHbner to Fort du Quefne, and nineteen 
officers. NotwithftaKding this tfioMifying check. Briga- 
dier Forbes advanced with the arrtiy, rCfolveJ to profccute 
his operations with vigour j but the enemy, dreading the 
profped of a fiegc, difmamted and abandoned the fort, 
and retired down the river Ohio, to their fettlements oni 
the MiflWBppi. They quitted the fort on the' twenty- 
fourth day of November, and next day it was poiTefled by' 
the. BfitiAi forces. As for the Indians of this dountry, 
th^ feemed heartily to renounce their connexions with 
France, and be perfeitly ^econci^ed to the government of 
Ym Britannick Majefiy. Brigadier Forbes having re- 
paired the fort, changed its natae from Du Quefne to 
Pittfburgh, fecured it with a^afrifon of provincials, and 
cMcluded treaties of friendftiip and alliance with the In- 
dian tribes. Then he' marched back to Philadelphia, and 
in his retreat built a blockhoufe, near Lyal-Henning, for 
the defenfe of Pennfylvariia ; but he himfelf did not long 
furvive thefe ttanfaflions, his conftitution having been 
exhauftedby the- incredible fatigues of the fervice. Thus 
have wc given a particular detail of all the remarkable 
operatiotis bj tfttkh this campaign *as diftinguilhed on 
the continentof America; the read^f wiU be convinced 

that 
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tfaat, notwithftanding the defeat at Ticonderoga* and the 
di fader of the advanced party in the neighbourhood of 
Fort du Queffie, the urns of Great-Britain acquired manv 
important advantages ; and, indeed, paved the way for the 
reduction of Quebeck, and conqueft of all Canada. In 
the mean time, the Admirals Bofcanen and Hardy, having 
left a confiderable fquadron at Halifax, in Nova-Scotia, 
returned with fourfbips of the line to England, where 
they arrived in the beginning of November, after having 
given chafe to fix large French fliips, which they defcried 
to the weftward of Scilly, but could not overtake or bring 
to an eng^ment. 

§ X. The conqueft of the French fettlements in the 
river Senegal being deemed imperfcQ and incomplete^ 
whilft France ftill kept poffeffion of the iJland of Goree, 
the minillry of Great- Britain refolved to crown the cam- 
{KtJgn in Africa with the reduction of that fortrcfs. For 
this purpofe Commodore Keppel, brother to the Earl of 
Albemarle, was vefted with the command of a fquadron, 
confiftlng of fsurlhips of the line, feveral frigates, two 
bomb-ketches, and fome tranfports, having on board feven 
hundred men of the regular troo[)s, comiqanded by Colonel 
Worge, and embarked in the harbour of Cork in Ireland, 
from whence this whole armament took their departure on 
^e eleventh day of November. After a tempefluoirs 
palTage, in which they touched at the iQe of Teneriffe, 
they arrived at Goree in the latter end of December, and 
the Commodore made a difpofitton for attacking this 
ijland, which was remarkably ftrong by nature, but very 
indifferently fortified. Goree is a fmall barren iftand, 
extending about three quarters of a mile in length, of a 
triangular form ; and on the fouth-weft fide rifing into a 
rocky hill, on which the paltry fort of St. Michael is 
ittuated. There is another, llill more inconGderablo, 
called St. Francis, towards the other extremity of the 
ifland ; and feveral batteries were raifed around its fweep, 
mounted with about one hundred pieces of cannon, and 
four mortars. The Frenct) govcrnour, M. de St. Jean, 
Vol. XV. U had 
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BOOK had greatplenty of ammunition, and hit garrilbn amounted 
^ ^ _ '_^ f to about three hundred men, exclufivc of as many negro 
i-jtl. inhabitant!. The ilat-baitomcd boats, for difembarkiag 
the troops, being hoii^ out, and difpofcd along-fide of 
the different tranfports, the Commodore ftationed his (hips 
on the well-fidc of the ifland, and the engagement b^an 
with a (hell from one of the ketches. This was a fignal 
for the great (hips, which poured in their broadfides with- 
out intermilGon, and the fir« was returned with equal 
vivacity from all the batteries of the ifland. In thecourie 
of the a£lion the cannonading from the fhips became fo 
fevere and terrible, that the French garrifon deferted their 
quarters, in fpite of all the efforts of the governour, who 
acquitted himfelf like a man of hcMiour j but he was obliged 
to flrike his colours, and furrender at difcretion, after a 
fllort but warm difpute, in which the lofs of the BritiAi 
Commodore did not exceed one hundred men killed and 
wounded. The fuccefs of the day was the more extraor- 
dinary, as the French garrilbn had not loff a oiin, except 
one negro killed by the burning of a bomb fiiell, and the 
number of their wounded was very inconfiderable, Whife 
the attack laSed, theoppofit« fliore of the continent ww 
lined with a concourfe of negroes, aflembted to view the 
combat, who exprellcd their fentiments and Turprife in 
loud clamour and uncouth gefliculations, and feemed to 
be impreffcd with awe and aflonifhment at the power anij 
execution of the Sritifh fquadron. The French colours 
beifig Aruck, as a fignal of fubmiffion, the Commodore 
fent a detachment of marines on fliorc, who difarmed the 
garrifon, and hoifled the BritiOi flag upon the caRIe of St. 
Michael. Jn the mean time, thegovernour and the reft 
of the prifoners were fecured among the fliipping. Thus 
the important illand of Goree fell into the bands of the 
Englifl], together with two trading vellcls that chanced 
to be at anchor in the road, and llores, money, and mer— 
chandife to the value of t^venty ihotifand pounds. Part 
of the troops being l^ft in garrifon at Gorce, under the 
command. of Major Newtsn, together with three Hoops 

for 
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for ti!s fervice, the fquadron being watered and refrcfhed chap. 
from the coatincnt, that part of which Is governed by one . ^ ,\j 
of the Jalof kings, anil the prtfoncrs, with their baggage, 1753, 
being difmifled in three cartel fliips to France, the Com- 
modore fet fail for S^iegal, and re-enforced Fort>Louia 
with the reft of the troops, under Colonel Worge, who was 
at this jun^ure fnvoured with a viHt by the King of Le- 
gibelii : but very little pains were taken to difmifs this 
potentate in good humour, or maintain the difpofition he 
profefled to favour the commerce of Great-Britain. True 
it is, he was dcfirous of engaging the Englifli in hii quar- 
rels with fome neighbouring nations ; and fuch engage- 
ments were caucioully and politically avoided, becaufe it 
was the imercft of Great-Britain to be upon good terms 
with every African prince who could promote and extend 
tbe commerce of her fubje£ts. 

^ XI. Commodore Keppel having reduced Gorce, and 
re-enforced the garrifon of Senegal, returned to England, 
wIkjx all his fbips arrived, after a very tempeftuous voyage, 
in which the fquadron had been difperfed. This expe- , 
ditioDi however fuccefsful in the main, was attended 
with one misfortune, the lofs of the Lichfield Oiip of war, 
cooomanded by Captain Barton, which, together with one 
tfaafport and a bomb-tender, was wrecked on the coaft of 
Barbary, about nine leagues to the northward r.f Sa^, in 
the dominions of Morocco. One hundred and thirty men, 
including feveral officers, periQied on this occafion ; but 
the captain and the reft of the company, to the number of 
two hundred and twenty, made Ihift to reach the Oiore, 
where they ran the rifquc offtarving, and were cruelly ufed 
by the natives, although a treaty of peace at that time fub. 
filled between Great-Britain and Morocco ; nay, they were 
even enflaved by the Emperor, who detained them in cap- 
tivity until they were ranfomed by the Britifli governmeRt ; 
fo little dependence can be placed on the faith of fuch bar- 
barian princes, with whom it is even a difgrace for any 
civilifed nation to be in alliance, whatever commercial 
advantages may iiibi from the connenjoa. 
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§ Xllf The incidents of the war that happened in the 
, Weft-Indies, during tbefe occurrences, may be reduced 
to a ("mall compars. Nothing extraordinary was achieved 
in the neighbourhood of Jamaica, where Admiral Coates 
commanded a fmall fquadron, from which he detached 
cruifers occafionally for the protection of the Britifli com- 
merce j and at Antigua (he trade was cflcflually fecured 
by the vigilance of Captain Tyrrel, nhofe courage <and 
a^ivity were equal to hiscondud and eircumfpedion. In 
the month of March, this gentleman, with his own fhip 
the Buckingham, and the Cambridge, another of the line, 
demolifliedAfort on the iftand of Martinique, and dcAroyed 
four privateers riding under its p rote i£l ion ; but hii valour 
appeared much more confpicuous in a fubfcquent engags- 
ment, whic;h happened in the month of November. Bs« 
ing detached on a cruife in his own {hip, the Buckingham, 
by Commodore Moore, who commanded at the Leeward 
Illands, he fell in with the Weaxle floop, commanded by 
Captain Boles, between the iilands of Montferrat and 
Guadaloupe, and immediately difcovered a fleet of nineteen 
fall, under convoy of a French {hip of war carrying feventy- 
four cannon, and two large frigates. Captain Tyrrcl im- 
mediately gave chafe with all the fail he could carry, and 
the Weazle running clofe to the enemy, received a whole 
broadfide from the large (hip, which, however, (he fuAained 
without much damage: neverthelefs, Mr. Tyrrel ordered 
her commander to keep aloof, as he could not be fuppoled 
flble to bear the Qipck of large metal, and he himfelf prepared 
for the engagement. The enemy's large (hip, the Flo- 
rifTant, though of much greater force than the Bucking- 
ham, in(tead of lying-to for his comiqg up, made a run- 
ning fight with her flernchafe, while the two fngates 
annoyed him in his courfe, fometimes raking him fore and 
aft, and fometimes lying on his quarter. At length he 
came along-fide of the FlorilTant, within piftol-fhot, and 
poured in a whole broadfide, which did confiderable 
execution. The (alutation was returned with equal 
■ viyacity, and a furious engagement cnfued. Captain 

Tyrrel 
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Tyrrel was wounded in the face, and loft three fingers of ^^^^' 
his right hand j fo that, being entirely dirablcd, he was ^^ _ -,- . _/ 
obliged to delegate the command of the fhip to his Hilt ijjf. 
lieutenant, Mr. Marfhal, who continued the battle with 
■great gallantry until he loft his life: then the charge 
devolved to the fecond lieutenant, who acquitted himfelf 
with equal honour, and fuftained a defpefate fight agalnft ' 
three diips of the enemy. The officers and crew of the 
Suckingiiam Exerted themfelvea with equal vigour and 
deliberation, and Captain Troyj who commanded a de- 
tachment of marines on the pdop, plied his fmall arms fo 
efTeflually, as to drive the French from their quarters. At 
length confufion, terrour, and uproar prevailing on board 
the FlorilTant, her firing ceafed, and her colours were hauled 
down about twilight ; but her coilimander, perceiving 
that the Buckingham was too much damaged in her rig- 
ging to purfue with any hope of fuccefs, ordered all his 
fails to be fet, and fled in the dark with his two conforts. 
Nothing but this Circumftance could have prevented a 
Britifh fhip of lixty-five guns, indifferently manned in 
refpeift to number, from taking a French fhip of the line, 
mounted with feventy-four pieces of cannon, provided 
with feven hundred men, and aflifted by two large frigates, 
bne of thirty-eight guns, and the other wanting two of 
this number. The lofs of the Buckingham, in this 
'a£tIon, did not exceed twenty men killed and wounded ; 
whereas, the number of the flain on board the FiorifTaot 
did not fall fboft of one hundred and eighty, and that of 
her wounded is faid to have exceeded three hundred. She 
was {o difabled in her hull, that fhe could hardly be kept 
afloat until fhe reached Martinique, where fhe Was re- 
paired; and the largeft frigate, together with tbc lofs of 
forty men, received fuch damage as to be for fome time 
quite unferviceable. 

§ XIII. In the Eaft-Indies the tranfaaiona of the war 

were chequered with a variety of fuccefs ; but, on the 

whole, the defigns of the enemy were entirely defeated. 

The French commander, M. de Bufly, had> in theyeafonc 

V 3 thoufand 
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BOOK thouland feven hundred and Jifty-fiic, quurelled with 

, S^abatzing, viceroy of Decan, becaufc this laft woard 
i7j8. not put him in potkS&oa of the forcrefs of Golconda. In 
the courfe of the ncil year, white the EngiiOi forces were 
employed in Bengal, M. de BufTy made hioifelf mafter of 
the Britifh faAories of Ingeram, Bandirmalanka, and 
Vizagapatam, and the reduftion of this laft left the ene^ 
my in pdTei&on of the whole coaftof Coromandel, from 

' Ganjam to Maffulapatam. While a body of the Eiigli& 
company's forces, under Captain Caillaud, endeavoured tO' 
fcduce the important fortrsfs and town of Madura, th« 
French, undei M. D'Anteuil, invefled Trichinopoly. 
Caillaud no tbonci received intelligence of the danger to 
Tihich this place was expofed, than he haftened to ita 
idief, and obliged the enemy to abandon the fiege. Thea 
be returned to Madura, and, after an unfucccfsfut aflault, 
made hirofelf mailer of it hy capitulation. Dutittg thefs 
tranfa^ions. Colonel Forde made an attempt upon th« 
fort of Nelloure, a llrong place, at the diftance of twenty- 
four miles from Madras, but milcarried ; and thia was 
alfo the fate of an expedition againft WandewaQii under- 
taken by Colonel Aldeicron. The foil wai repulfed in 
ftorming the place, fhe other waa anticipated by the Freticb 
army, which marched from Pondicherry to the relief of 
the garrifon. The French king had lent a coniId<rabl4 
re- enforcement to the Eafi-Indies, imder the command of 
General LalJy, an officer of Iriih extraflion, together with 
fuch a number of ihips as rendered the fquadron of M. 
d*Apche fuperior to that of AdmiraJ Pococke, who haii 
fucceedcd Admiral Watfon, lately deceafed, in the com- 
mand oftheEnglifli fquadron Rationed on the coaftof 
Coromandelj which, in the beginning of this year, was 
ic-enfoEccd from England with Jcveral Ibips, under th« 
diredion of Commodore Stevens. Immediately after this 
jun&ion, which was efFe£led in the road of Madras on 
the twenty-fourth day of March, Admiral Pococke, who 
had already fignalifed himfelf by his courage, vigilance, 
aodcondu^, failed to windward, wicb a vi«w to intercept 

the 
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the French fquadron, of which he had received Intelli- 
gence. In two days he defcried in the riiad of Fort St. , 
Cavid the enemy's fleet, confiiling; of nine fliips, which 
immediately ftood out to fea, and formed the line of battle 
a-head. The Admiral toolc the Dime precaution, and 
bearing down upon M. d'Apch£, the engagement began 
about three in the afternoon* The French c(»nmodore, 
having fuflained a warm adion for about two houri, bore 
away with his whole fleet, and being joined by two ibipi, 
formedalineofbattleagain to leeward. Admiral Pcfcocke'i 
own {hip, and fome others, being greatly damaged in their 
mails and rigging, two of his captains having mifl>ehaired 
in the adion, and night coming on, he did not think it 
advifeable to purfue them with all the fail he could carry \ 
but, neverthelefs, he followed thetn at a proper diftance, 
fianding to the fouth-weft, in order to maintain the weS' 
tber<gage, in cafe he fbould be able to renew the aftion 
io the mtH-ning. In this expedation, however, he was 
dilappointed ; the enemy fliowed no lights, nor made any , 
iignals that could be obferved ; and in the morning not 
the leaft veflige of them appeared. Mr, Pococke, on the 
fuppofitton that they had weathered him in the night, 
endeavoured to work up after them to windward, but 
finding he loft ground confiderably, he dropped anchor 
about three leagues to the northward of Sadras, and re* 
ceived intelligence from the chief of that fettlement, that 
one of the largeft French Ihips having been difabied in the 
engagement, was run afliore to the fouchward of Alem- 
parvc, where their whole fquadron lay at anchor. Soch 
was the iflue of the firft a^ion between the Englifhand 
French fquadrons in the Kaft-Indies, which, over and 
above the lofs of a capital fliip, isfaid tohavecoft the ene- 
my about five hundred men, whereas the British admiral 
did not iofe one>fifth part of that number. Being dif- 
iatisfied with the behaviour of three captains, he, on his 
return to Madras, appointed a court-martial to enquire 
into their condud : two were difmifled from the fervice, 
U i and 
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iBOOK and the third was fentenced to lofc one year's rant aS a 

. , pott-captam. 

i7jB. § XIV. In the mean time Mr. Lally had difembarked 

his troops at Pondicherry, and taking the field, imme- 
diately inveftcd the fort of St. David, while the fquadroa 
blocked it up by fea. Two Englifti (hips being at anchor 
in the road when the enemy arrived, their captains feeing 
no poffibility of efcaping, ran them on fhore, fet them on 
fire, and retired with their mpn into the fortrefs, which, 
however, was in a few days furrendered. A much more 
refolute defenfe was expe^ed from the courage and con- 
duct of Major Poller, who commanded the garrifon. 
When he arrived at Madras he was fubjefted to a courC 
of enquiry, which acquitted him of cowardice, but were 
of opinion that the place might have held out much longer, 
and that the terms on which it furrendered were Oiamefu), 
as the enemy were not even matters of the outward covered 
way, as they had made no breach, and had a wet ditch to 
^ fill up and pafs, before the town could have been properly 
aflauUed, Poller, in order to wipe off this djfgrace, dc- 
fired to ferve as a voluntier, with Colonel Draper, and 
was mortally wounded in a fally at the fiege of Madras. 
Admiral Pococke having, to the beft of his power, re- 
paired his (battered fhips, fet fail again on the tenth of 
May, in order to attempt the relief of Fort St. David's j 
but, notwithfianding his utmott endeavours, he could not 
reach it in time to be of any fervice. On the thirtieth day 
of the month he came in fight of Pondicherry, from whence 
the French fquadron flood away early next morning, nor 
was it in his power to come up with them, though he 
made all polCble elForts for that pui^fe. Then receiving 
intelligence that Fort St. David's was furrendered to the 
enemy, he returned again to Madras, in order to lefrcfli 
his fqiudron. On the twenty-fifth day of July, he failed 
a third time in queft of M. d'Apche^ and, in two days 
perceived his fquadron, confifting of eight (hips of the line 
and a frigate, at anchor in the road of Pondicherry. They 
no iisoiier defcried him advancing than they flood out to 

fta 
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fea as before, and he continued to chafe, in hopes of C ha p. 
bringing them to an engagement ; but a!l his endeavours ^ ' j 
proved fruitlefa till the third day of Auguft, when having 175*- 
obtained the weather-gage, be bore down upon them in * 

order of battle. The engagement began with great impe- 
tuofity on both fides, but in little more than ten minutes 
M. d'Apche fet his fore-fail, and bore away, his whole 
fquadron following his example, and maintaining a run- 
ning fight in a very irregular line. The Britifh Admiral 
then hoifted the fignal fo^ a general chafe, which the 
enemy perceiving, thought proper to cut away their boats, 
and crowd with all the fail they could carry. They 
efcaped by favour of the night into the road of Pondicherry, 
- and Mr. Pococke anchored with his fquadron ofF Carical, 
a French fettlement, having thus obtained an undifputed 
vi£tory, with the lofs of thirty men killed, and one hundred 
and tixteen wounded, including Commodore Stevens and 
Captain Martin, though their wounds were not dangerous. 
The number of killed and wounded on board the French 
fquadron amounted, according to report, to five hundred 
and forty ; and their fleet was fo much damaged, that in 
the beginning of September their commodore failed for 
the ifland'of Bourbon, in the fame latitude with Madagaf- 
car, in order to reht ; thus leaving the command and fo- 
vereignty of the Tndian.feas to the Englilh admiral, whofc 
fleet, from the beginning of this campaign, had been much 
inferior to the French fquadron in number of fhips and 
men, as well as in weight of metal, 

§ XV. Mr. Lally having reduced Cuddaloreand Fort 
St. David's*, refolved to extort a fum of money from (he 
King of Tanjour, on pretence that, in the lall war, he 
had granted an obligation to the French governour for a 
certain fum, which had never been paid. Lally accord- 
ingly marched with a body of three thoufand men into the 
dominions of TaDJour, and denianded feventy-two Ii|ck of 
rupees. 

■ Cuddalote wis in fuch 1 dercnrders condition, that it could make nn 
nfiflance; and there being no place in Fort St. Da'id't bomb-proof, noranjr 
frorifioni ot freSi water, the garrifon furrendered in twelve daji, on capiw- 
lation, ift«i hiTU^ fulluncd a ftTcie borabudment, 
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BOOK rupees. This extravagant demand being rejcSed, he 

,^ ' I plundered Nagare, a trading town on the fca-coaft, intl 
i75t- afterwards invefted the capital : but after he had profe- 
cuted the fiege until a breach was made, his provifions and 
ammunition beginning to fail, feveral vigorous fatlies being 
made by the forces of the King of Tanjour, and the place 
well defended by European gunner-s, Tent from the Eng- 
lifli garrifon at Trichinopoly, he found himfelf obliged to 
raife the fiege, and retreat with precipitation, leaving hit 
cannon behind. He arrived at Carical about the middle 
of Augufl, and from thence retired to Pondicherry to- 
wards the end of September. He afterwards cantoned 
his troops in the prbvince of Arcot, entered the city with- 
out oppofition, and began to make preparations for the 
liege of Madras, which Ihall be recorded among the inci- 
dents of the fucceeding year. In the mean time, the land- 
forces belonging to the Eaft-India company were fo much 
out-numbered by the re-enforcements which arrived with 
Mr. Lally, that they could not pretend to keep the field, 
but were obliged to remain on the defenGve, and provide 
as well aithey could for the fecurity of Fort St. George, 
and the other fetttements in that part of India. 

§ XVI. Having particular! fed .Aie events of the war 
which dillinguilhed this year in America, Africa, and 
Afia, thofe remote fcenea in which the interefl of Great- 
Britain was immediately and intimately concerned, it now 
remains to record the incidents of the military operations 
in Germany, fupported by Britiflt fubfldies, and enforced 
by Britifh troops, to favour the a— — defigns of an ally, 
from wbofe folicary friendfhip the Britifb nation cannevei 

reap any folid benefit ; and to defend a foreign cl ., 

in whote behalf {he had already lavilhed an immenftty of 
treafure. Notwithftanding the bloodlhed and ravages 
which had fignalifed the former campaign, the mutual 
loflesofthe belligerent powers, the incredible cxpenfe of 
money, the difficulty of recruiting armies thinned by 
fword and diftempcr, the fcarcity of forage and provifion, 
the diflrefle* of Saxony in particular, and the calamities of 

war. 
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war, which defolated the greateft part of the empire, no Chap. 
propofition of peace was hinted by either of the parties . 
concerned, but the powers at variance fecmed to be ex- 175s. 
afperated againft each other with the moft implacable 
refentment. Jarring interefta were harmotiifed, old pre- 
judices rooted up, inveterate jealouftes alTuaged, and even 
i neon fluencies reconciled, in connefting the confederacy 
which was now formed and cftabltlhed againft the King 
of Pruffia ; and, on the other hand, the King of Great- 
Britain Teemed determined to employ the whole power and 
mfluence of his crown in fupporting this monarch. Yet 
the members of the grand confederacy were difFerently 
a£lnated by difagreeing motives, which, in the feque), 
operated for the prefcrvation of his FruQian Majefty, by 
preventing the full exertion of their united flrength. The 
£mpcefs- Queen, over and above her defiie of retrieving 
Silefia, which was her primary aim, gave way to the fug- 
geftioDS of perfonal hatred and revenge, to the gratifica- 
tion of which the may be faid to have facrificcd, in fome 
meafure, the interells of her family, as well as the repofe 
of the empire, by admitting the natural envies of her 
boufe into the AuHrian Netherlands, and inviting then 
to invade the dominions of her co-eftates with a formidable 
aimy. France, true to her old political maxims, wifhed 
to fee the houfc of Auftria weakened by the dtvifions in 
the empire, which Ihe accordingly fomented : for thia 
lealbn it could not be her intercft to efFe£t the ruin of the 
houfe of Brandenburgh i and, therefore, fhe had, no 
doubt, fet bounds to the profecution of her fchemes in con- 
cert with the court of Vienna; but her defigns againfl: 
Hanover amounted to aUblute con<]ueft : in purfuance 
ofthefc, flie fent an army of one hundred and twenty 
thoufand men acrofs the Rhine, inllead of four- and- twenty 
thoufand, which flic bad engaged to furnifli by the original 
treaty with the Emprefs- Queen of Hungary, who is faid 
to have Qutei in the fpoils of the electorate. The Cza- 
rina, by -co-operating with the houfes of Bourbon and 
Auftria, gratified -her perfonal difguft towards the Pruflian 
monarchy 
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BOOK monarch, augmented her finance* by confiderable ful^- 
,_ ' ■ fidies from both, and perhaps amufcd herfelf with the 
I75B* hope of ob tainting an eftablilhment in the German empire; 
but whether (he wavered in her own fcntiments, ot her 
miniftiy fluctuated between the promifes of France and the 
prefcnts of Great-Britain, certain it is, her forces had not 
a£ted with vigour in Pomerania; and her General Apraxin* 
infteadofprofecuting his advantage, had retreated imme- 
diately after the Prufllans mifcarried in their attack. Ht 
was indeed difgraced, and tried for having thus retired with- 
outorders: but in all probability this trial was no other than 
a farce, a^ed to amufe the other confederates, while ths 
Emprefs of Ruffia gained time to deliberate upon the ofien 
that were made, and determine with regard to the advan^ 
tages or difadvantages that might accrue to her from per^' 
fevering in the engagements which fhebad contra£ied. At 
' for the Swedes, although they had been inftigated to 
hoftiltties againft Pruffia by the intrigues of France, and 
flattered with hopes of retrieving Pomerania, they prole* 
cuted the war in fuch a difpirited and inefFeftual manner^ 
as plainly proved that either the ancient valour of that 
people was extinft, or that the nation was not heartiljr en< 
gaged in thetjuarrel. 

§ XVII. When the Ruffian general Apraxin retreated 
from Pomerania, Marefchal Lehwald, who commanded 
the Pruffians in that country, was left at liberty to turn 
his arms againft the Swedes, and accordingly drove them 
before him almoft without oppofition. By the beginning 
of January they had evacuated all Pruffian Pomerania, 
and Lehwald invaded their dominions in his turn. He, in 
a little time, made himfelf mailer of all Swedilh Pome> 
rania, except Stralfund and the ifle of Rugen, and poflef- 
fed himfelf of feveral magazines which the enemy had 
erefled. The Auftrian army, after their defeat at Breflau, 
had retired into Bohemia, where they were cantoned, 
the head -quarters being fixed at KoningfgratK. The 
King of Pruffia having cleared all his part of Silcfia, 
except the town of Schwcidnitz, which he circuoiJcribcd 
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with a blockade, fent detachments fromhU army cantoned CH4 P. 
in the neighbourhood of Breflau, to penetrate into the ■ ' _, 
AuSrian or fouthern part of Silcfia, where they furprifed 1758. 
Troppau and Jaggernfdorf, while he himfelf remained at 
Breflau, enteruining his officers with concerts of muficlc- 
Not that he fufTered thcfo amufements to divert his at- 
tention from fubjei£ls 'of greater importance. He laid 
Swedilh Pomerania under contribution, and made a freflt 
demand offive hundred thoufand crowns from the ele^o- 
rate of Saxony. Having received intimation that the 
Duke of Mecklenbourg was employed in providing maga- 
aiines for the French army, he detached a body of troojMt . 
into that country, who not only fecured the magazines, 
but levied conGderable contributions; and the Duke re- 
tired to Lubeck, attended by the French minifter. The 
Jlates of Saxony having proved a little dilatory in obeying 
his Prufllan Majefty's injunction, received a fecond inti- 
mation, importing, that they {hould levy and deliver, 
within a certain time, eighteen thoufand recruits for his 
army, pay into the hands of his commiffary one year's 
revenue of theclei^orate in advance; and Leipzick wa* 
taxed with an Extraordinary fublidy of eight hundred thou- 
fand crowns, on pain of military execution. The State* 
were immediately convoked at Leipzick, in order to deli- 
berate on thefe demands; and the city being unable Co pay 
fuch a confidcrable fum, the PruiEan troops began to put 
their monarch's threats in execution. He juftified thefe 
proceedings, by declaring that the enemy had pradifed 
the fame violence and oppreffion on the territories of his 
allies ; but how the pradicc of his declared enemies, in 
countries which they had invaded and fubdued in the com- 
mon courfe of war, fliould juftify him in pillaging and 
oppreSing a people, with whom neither he nor his allies 
were at war, it is not eafy to conceive. As little can we 
rccoii<;ile this conduct to the charaSer of a prince, afiii- 
ming [he title of Protestor of the Proteftanc Religion, 
which is the eftabltflied faith among thofe very Saxons 
who were fubjefled to fucb giievoua imjiofitiofir} impofi- 
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aoOK, tiont the more grievous and nnmerited, ss they faad never 

f_ -^' , _f taken any fliare in the prefent war, but cautioufiy avoided 
usi. every ftep that might be conftrued into provocation, fince 
the King of PrulHa declared they mighc depend upon hit 
proteflion . 

§ XVIII. Before we proceed to enuinerate the events 
of the campaign, it may be neceflary to inform the reader, 
that the forces brought into the field by the Emprefs-Queen 
of Hungary, and the States of the Empire, the Czarina, 
the Kings of France and Sweden, fell very little fliort of 
three hundred ihoufand aien; and all thefe were deftined 
toad againft the King of Prufila and the Eledor of Hano- 
ver, In oppofition to this formidable confederacy, his 
Prudtan Majefty was, by the fubfidy from England, the 
fpoils of Saxony, and the revenues of Brandenbourg, 
enabled to maintain an armyofone hundred and forty thou- 
fand men j while the Elefior of Hanover afTembled a body of 
fixty thoufand men, compofed of his own ele^ora] troops, 
with the auxiliary mercenaries of HelTe-Cairel, fiucke- 
bourg, Saxegotha, and Srunfwlck Wolfenbutlel, all of 
them maintained, by the pay of Great-Britain. At this 
jun&ure, indeed, there was no other fund for their fub- 
Cftence, as the countries of Hanover and Hefle weie.pof- 
fefled by the enemy, and in the former the government was 
entirely changed. 

^ XIX. In the mon^ of December in the preceding 
year, a farmer of the revenues from Paris arrived at Hano- 
ver, where he eftabtilbed his office, in order to »& by 
virtue of powers from one John Faidy, to whom the French 
King granted the diredion, receipt, and adminiftration of 
all the duties and revenues of the dedorate. This dt- 
ieQ.01 was, by a decree of the council of ftate, empower- 
ed to receive the revenues, not only of Hanover, but alio 
of all other countries that Ihould be fubje^ed tohisMoft 
Cbriftian Majefty in the courfe of the campaign ; to re- 
aiove the receivers who had been employed in any part of 
tbedireiftion, receipt, and adminiftration of the duties and 
revcnurs of Hanover, and appoint others in their room. 

The 
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The Frach King, by the fame decree, ordained, thkt 
all perfons who had been entrufted under the preceding , 
government with titles, papers, accounts, regifters, oc 
citimates, relating to the adminiftration of the revenues 
ihould communicate them to John Faidy, or his attor- 
Zlies; that the mag ift rates of the town, diftri£ts, and com- 
moBalties, as well as thofewho directed the adminiftration 
cf particular ftates and provinces, Qiould deliver to the 
iaid John Faidy, or his attornies, the produce of fix years 
td the duties and revenues belonging to the faid towns, 
4iftfi£ts»and provinces, reckoning from thefirft of Janu- 
ary in the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-onff, 
together with an autbentick account of the Turns they had 
paid during that term to the preceding fovereign, and«f 
the charges neceflarily incurred. It appears from, the na- 
ture of this decree, which was dated on the eighteenth day 
of O^ber, that immediately after the conventions of 
Clc^er-Seven and Bremeworden*, the court of Verfailles 
bad determined to change the government and fyfiem of 
the decorate, contrary to an cjtprefs article of the capi- 
tulation granted to thecicy of Hanover, when itfurrender- 
ed on the ninth day of Auguft ; and that the crown of 
France intended to take advantage of the ceflation of arms, 
in feifing places and provinces whicb were not yet fubdued; 
for, by the decree above mentioned, the adminiftration of 
John Faidy extended to the countries which might here- 
after be conquered. With what regard to juftice, then, 
could the French government charge the Kle<£tor of Hano- 
ver with the infradtion of articles^ or what refpe^t togood 
faithaod humanity did the Dultede Richelieu obfervc, in 
the order ifliied from Zell, towards the end of the year, 
importing, that as the treaty made with the country of 

Hanover bad been rendered void by the violation of the. 
articles figned at Clofter-Seven, all the eftefls belonging to 

tbc officers, or others, employed in the Hanoverian army 

ihouM 
* Six dayt aku the cmientna wu flgn«d it Cloller- S«ho, loother (ft of 

•ccDouaiKialian «ai coaduded at BMiacwoides, benrccn dii Gtncnli 

Sporcken aad Villcmur, relating U tkenlcabof prifuntn, and fame stbu 

puiottomltted in the conven^a. 
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BOOK fliould be con&fcatcd for the ufc of his Moft Chriftian 
I ' f Majelly ? 

i7j8. § XX. The Landgrave of Heffc-Caffel, being defiroua 

of averting alike ftortn from his dominions, not only pro- 
mifcd to renounce all connexion with the Kings of Great- 
Britain and Pfuffia, but even foUicited the court of France 
to receive him among the number of its dependants ; for, 
on the eighteenth day of Odober, the minlfter of the Due 
deDeuxponts delivered at Verfailles, in the name of the 
Landgrave, the plan of a treaty founded on the following 
conditions. The Landgrave, after having exprefled an 
ardent defire of attaching himfelf wholly to France, pro- 
pofed thele articles : That he ihould enter into no engage- 
ment againft the King and his allies; and give noaffiftance 
direflly or indire£lly to the enemies of his Majefty and 
bis allies: that he {hould never give his vote, in the gene- 
ral or particular afTemfalies of the Empire, againfi his Ma- 
j^efty's intereft ; but, on tbe'contrary, employ his intereft, 
jointly with France, to quiet the troubles of the Empire : 
that, for this end, his troops, which had ferved in the 
Hanoverian army, fliould engage in the ferviceof France, 
on condition that they (bould not a£l: In the prefent war 
againft his Britannick Majefty ; that, immediately after 
the ratification of the treaty, his Moft Chriftian Majefly 
Ihould reffore the dominions of the Landgrave in the fame 
condition they were in when fubdued by the French forces : 
that tbefe dominions £hould be exempted from all further 
contributions, either in money,' corn, forage, wood, (X 
cattle, though already impofed on the fubjeits of Hefie; 
and the French troops pay for all the provifion with which 
they might be fupplied; in'which cafe the Landgrave 
fliould exaft no toll for warlike (lores, provifions, or other 
articles of that nature, which might pais through his do- 
minions: that the King of France fliould guarantee all 
his eftates, all the rights of the houfe of HclTc-Caffel, par- 
ticularly the a£l of afliirance figned by his fon, the here- 
ditary prince, with regard to religion ; ufe his intereft with 
the Emperor and the Emprefs-Queen, that, in confider- 

ation 
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«don or the immtinfe loiles and damages his moftferCne CHap. 
highner$ bad fuffcred fince the French invaded his coun- , -'- ,/ 
Uy, and of the great fums he Ihould lofe with England lyjS, 
inarrears and fubfidies.hy this accommodacion, he might 
be excufed from furnifhing his contingent to the army of 
the Empire, as ^ell as from paying the Roman months 
granted by the diet of the Empire; and if, in refentment 
of this convention, the flates of bis ferene highiiers fhould 
be attacked, his Moft Chriftian Majefty fliould affgrdthe 
moft fpcedy .and effedtual fuccours. Thefe pj-opofals 
■ will fpealt for themfelves to the leader's apprehenfion j 
And if he is not blinded by the darlceft miiis of prejudice, 
exhibit a clear .and diftindt idea of a genuine German 
ally., The Jjjji^graveof Hefle-C^ffel had been fed with 
thegood things of England, even in time of peace, when 
his friendHiip could not avail, nor his ayerfion prejudice 
the interofts of Great- Britain : but he was retained in that 
fealbn of tranquillity as a friend,, on whofe fervices the 
moft implicit dependence might be placed in any future 
florm or commotion. How far he merited this confidence 
and favour might have been determined by reilei^ng on 
his condudi during^ the former war : in the courfe of which 
his troops were hired to the King of Great-Eritair\ and 
his enemies alternately, as the fcale of convenience happen- 
ed to preponderate. Since the commencement of the pre- 
fent troubles, he had aded as a mercenary to Great-Bfi- 
tain, although he was a principal in the difpute, and Hood 
conne^d with her defigns by folemn treaty, as well as by 
all the ties of gratitude and honour: but now that the caufe 
of Hanover feemed to be on the decline, and his own 
dominions had fuffered by the fate of the war, he not only 
appeared willing to 'abandon his benefai^or and ally,, but 
even fued to be inlil^ed in the fervice of his adverfary. 
This intended defei^on was, however, . prevented by, a 
fudden turn (^fortune, which he could not pollibly fare- 
fee ; and his tfoops continued to a£t in conjuni^Uon with 
the Hanoverians, 
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§ XXT. The Landgrave of Heflc-CafTcl was not finguT'ar 
J in making fuch adrances to the French monarch. The 
Duke of Brdnfwick, ftill more nearly connedcd with the 
King of Great-Britain, ufed fuch uncommon expedition 
hi detachinghimfelffrom the^ tottering fortuneof Hanovei^ 
that in ten days after the convention of Clofter-Seven 
lie bad Concluded a treaty with thecourtsof Vienna and 
Verfailles ; fd that the negociation- muft have been begun 
before that convention took p\vcc. On the twentieth day 
of September his minillcr at Vienna, by virtae of full 
powers from the Duke of BnmfVick, accepted and figned 
(he conditions which the French King and his Auftrian 
ally thought propcrto Impofc, Thefe imported. That 
his Nfoft ClVriftlan Majefly fhould keep podcffion of the 
cities of Brunrwick and Wolfcnbuttel during the war, 
and' make ufe of the artillery, arms, and miHtary ftorA 
depofited in thtii* arfenals : that the Duke's forces, at 
their return from the camp of tire Duke of Cumberland, 
Ihould be difbsnded and difarmcd ; and take ao oath, 
that they Ihould not, during the prefent war, ferve againft 
the Kiilg or his allies : that the Duke Ihould be permitted 
to maintain a batialiDn-of ^t, and two fquadrons of horfe, 
for ths guard- of his perfon antf caftlej ; but the regiriationi 
ttiade' by Marefchal Richelieu and the intendant of his 
army fliould fubCIl on their prefent footing : that the 
Duke fhould furnilh his contingent in money and troops 
agreeably to the laWs of the Empire : that his forces fliould 
immediarely join thofe which the Gcrmanick body had 
sfTemblcd ; ahd Chat he fliould ordisr his minifter at Katif- 
bon to vote Conformably to the refolutions of the diet, 
approved and confirmed by the Emperor. In confidcr- 
ationof all thefe concelBons, the Duke was reftored to the 
fivour of the French King, who gracioufly promifed 
that neither his revenues nor his treafurefhould be Couched, 
nor the adminiftraiion of juftice invaded ; and that nothing 
further fliould be demanded, but winter-quarters for tht 
regiments which' fliould pafs that feafon in the country of 
Bfunfwiclt, How fcnipuloully foever the Duk« mighC 

Save 
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tiare intended to obferve the articles of this treatjr, hi* chap, 
intentions were fruftrated by the conduA of his brother _'^' 
Prince Ferdinandi who, being invefted with the command i7;g. 
of the Huioverianarmy, and ordered to refuine the opera<- . 
tions of waragainft theenemy, detained the troops of Brunf- 
wicic, as well as his nephew the Hereditary Prince, not- 
withflanding the treaty which hii brother had figned, and 
the injunflions which he had laid upon his Ton to quit the 
army, and make a tour to Holland. The Uuke wrote 
an expoftulatory letter to Prince Ferdinand, pathetically 
complaining that he had feduced his troops, decoyed his 
fon^ and difgraced his family; infifling upon the prince's 
purfuing his journey, as well as upon the return of the 
troops: and threatening, in cafe of non-compliance, (a 
ufe other means that fliould be more eSedluat*. Notwith- 
X z {landing 

* TrwUlMiaiiofthelencrwilttea bythe Dukeof BniDr«Jcktahii biochcr 
Priaee Ferdinand i 
"SIR, 

*• I KNOW yau too well Codoubt chilthe limatianlii whtcti we Hand at 
prtfent, with refpefl to each other, givei you abundince of uneaGccrs ; nor 
will you doubt that ii giiei me equal concern : indeed, it ttSldi me greatly. 
Mean while I could never, my dearelt brother, have belicnd that you would 
Is tba perfon who Ihould carry away from me my tiitA fon. I am etceed- 
Ingly mortified to find mjfelf under the h>rd oMeffily of telling you (hat thii 
Aep ia contrary to the law of nations, and the conftitdtioni of the Empire) 
and that, if you petlift In it, you will dlfgraceyout family, and bring a ftala 
nponyoutcountry, which you pietend loferve. The Heredicarf Piince, my 
Ibn, Wai at Hamburgh by my order, and you haie carried him to Slade. 
Could he diftnift hit uncle, an uncle who hath done fo much honour to hii 
family f Could he believe that fliii uncle would deprive him of liberty, ■ 
lib&ty nerir ritiifed td the lo*i:ft officer t 1 ordeied him to make a tour n - 
Holland ! could not the loweft officer have done aj much ? Let ui foppoft 
for a moment, that my troops, among whom be ferred, were to hav« Diid 
AiUh the Hanoveriins, would it not have bCen ftitl in my power to (i^ "t 
officer leave of ablence, oi even leave to lelign Ms comminioa I and would yoa 
Milder your brother, the head of youc family, and offuch a family ai our*!, '- 

toeiercifethis tight with regard to a fon, who ii the Hereditiry PrjnCe, of 
Whofe rights and ptcrogalives yoii eaonot be ignorant i" It li Impi^bk you 
tould hi»e corteei*(d fueh defigni, without the fuggtWon of ii^ri. Thoft 
mfhodidfuggeftthemhavetrainpledontherighwofoaiure, of iiadon<,«Mrf ■ ■ 
the princes of Germany : they have Induced you 10 add to all ihefe ihe no(t ... 
<fnel infult on * lirother whom you love, and who alwayi loved you with tlW 
*»rnie»i«"eQion. Would you hate yOM brothel lay hJ| jtifl eomplaiBtt 
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Itandmg this warm remonftrance, Princ* Ferdinand aj- 
I hered to his pl^n. He detained the troops, and the Here- 
ditary Prince, who, being fond of the feivice, in a little 
time fignalifed himfelfby very extraordinary afls of bravery 
ani conduct ; and means were fbund to reconcile his father 
to meafures that exprefsly contradifted bis cng^oienES 
with the courts of Vienna and Verfailtes. 

§ XXIl. The defeat of the French army at Roftach,. 
and the retreat of the Ruffians from Pomerania, bstd en- 
tirely changed the face of alTairs in the Empire. The 
French King was foon obtiged toabandon his conqudfts 6n 
that ftdc of the Rhine, and his threats founded no longer 
terrible 

■gainll you befotetha whole Emplit. and allEuropef Are not your pro. 
(eedinga without rtampi* ? What is Germany become 'What are !» 
pnnces become, and ourhoufe in patticujit > Is it the iatereft of the Mo 
kings, thecaufeofyourcountry, and my caufe, that you pretend to fupponf 
—I repeat it, brother, that this defigmould never tave been framed by you. 

will give the leaft obftiuaion: if you IhouU (which I pray God, avert) 1 
foiemnly dedatc that I will not be conftrained by foch mcaf»r«v"" iH"llI 
eretfoi^etwharlowetomyrslf. As to my troops, yon may fee what I baTe 
Written on that head to th,e Hanoverian miniflty. The Doke of Cumbetlandj. 
by the convention of Cioftet-Seven, difmiffedthem, and fent (hem homer 
the faid mlniftty gave me notice of thi. convention, as a treaty b, whith 1 wa» 
bound. The march of the troops was fettled; and an incident happening, 
they halted : that obftadibeing removed, they were to havs contlnueJ their 
match. The court of ftanovet will be no longei; bound by the convention, 
while I not only accepted it on their word, but have slfo. In conforisitj with 
their inftruaions, negotiated, at Verfailles, aiid at Vienna. A&« all theft 
flcfsthey would have me doijtradiflmyfelf, br;al: my word, and entirely rui» 
my eftate, as well aa my honour. Did you ever know your hroihei guilty of 
(uchthings? True it is, I have, asyoufay, fjctificed my all ; or rather, I 
have been faciificed. The only thing left me is my honour j and in the un- 
happy contraftof our filuationi, I lament both you and njyfelf, that itlh»uld 
Ibeftqmyoii, my dear brother, 1 lliould'ieceive the cruel advice to give up my 
lionour. Icannotliftentoiti I cannotrecede-from mypromife. My troops, 
.therefore, mud return home, agreeably to what the Duke of Cginbertand 
and the Hanoverfinminlftfyftipulated with regard to me in the fltorgeft man- 
ner. 1 am afra^ that the true circumftanges of things an concealed /rom 
you. - Hot to detain your cprefs too long, I iiall fend you, by the poft, 
topics ofalir have wrltteti to the Randverian minillty. It will grieve youi- 
huneiHieart to read it. I am, with a heart alinoft broken, yet faUsfteii- 
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«enible in the ears of the Hanoveriaa and PruSan alH^. 
As little formidable were the denunciations of the tmpe- 
jor, who had, by a decree of the Aulick council, com- 
□iunicated to the diet .certain mandates, iJTued in the 
month of Auguft la the preceding year, on pain of 
the ban of the Empire, with avocatory letters an- ' 
nexed, agaiqft tbe King 'of Great- Britain, Elci^or of 
Hanover, and tbe other princes a>3ing in concert with tbe 
King of Prullia. Tbe French court likcwifepubliflied a 
virulent memorial, after the convention of Cloiler-Seveo 
had been violated, and fet^ afide, drawing an invidious 
parallel between the condu^ of the French King and the 
proceedings of his Britannick Majeftyi in which the 
latter is taxed with breach of faith, and almoft every 
fneaonefs that could ftain thecharader of a monarch. la 
anfwerto the Emperor's decree, and this virulent charge. 
Baron Gimmengen, the e1e(!^oral Minifter of Brunfwictc 
Lunenbourg, prefented to the diet, in Novemberj along 
(nemorial, recapitulating tbe important fervices his fovc- 
reign had done the boufe of Audria, and the ungrateful' 
returns he bad reapedi in the Queen's refuling to affi^ 
him, when his dominions were threatened with an iq- 
vafion. He enumerated many inftances in whicb flie had 
aJBded, <Bncouraged, and jiven joined the- enemies of tiie 
ele^orate, in contempt of her fofmer engagement, and 
dire^Iy contrary to the conflitution of the empire. He 
fefuted ev?ry article of the charge which the French courc 
had brought againft him in their virulent IjJsd, rcton^ 
^he imputations of periidy and ambi^on, and ^vith lefpcift 
to Fran(;e, juflified ev?ry particular of his own co^- 

§ XXni. While the French and [janovf;n^n armies 
I'emaine4 in their winter- quarters, tbe former at ZcU, 
atid the tatt^ at Lunenbourg, divers petty enterj)rifes 
were executed by detachments with various fuccefs. The 
Hanoverian general Juncbeim, having takeii poft at Hal- 
berAi^dt and Quedlimburg, from whence he made ex- 
curfions even to the gates of Brunfwiclc^ and kept the 
X 3 Frcncb 



3TQ HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

BOOK. French army in continual alafm, was vifited by a large 
- ,_ ' f body of the enemy, who compelled him to retire to Acher- 
if jS. fleben, committed great excelTes in the town of Halber- 
ftadt and its neighbourhood, and carried off hoftages for 
the payment of contributions. General Hardenberg, 
another Hanoverian officer, having diflodgcd the French 
detachments thatoccupied Burgh, Vogelfack, and Ritter- 
hude, and cleared the whole territory of Bremen, in 
the month of January the Duke de Broglio aflembled a 
confiderable corps of troops that were cantoned at Otterf- 
■ burgh, Rotbenburg, and the adjacent country, and ad- 
vancing to Bremen, demanded admittance, threatening, 
that, in cafe of a refufal, he would have rccourfe to ex- 
tremities, and punilh the inhabitants feverely, Ibould they 
make the Icaft oppolition. When their deputies waited 
upon him, to defire a fbort time for deliberation, he an- 
fwered, " Not a moment — the Duke de Richelieu's orders 
*• arc peremptory, and admit of no delay." He accord- 
ingly ordered the cannon to advance; the wall was fcalet), 
and the gates would have been forced open, had not the 
magiftrates, at the earneft importunity of the people, re- 
iblvcd to comply with his demand. A fccond deputation 
was immediately defpatched to the Duke de Broglio, 
ftgnifying their complianca ; and the gates being opened, 
he marched into the city at midnight, after having pro- 
mifed upon his honour, that no attempt fliould be made t« 
the prejudice of its rights and pren^atives, and no outrage 
offered to the privileges of the regency, to the liberty, 
religion, and commerce of the inhabitants. This con- 
quefl-, however, was of Ihort duration. Prince Ferdi- 
liand of Brunfwick being joined by a body of Pruffian 
- hprfc, upder the command of Prince George of Holftein 
Gottorp, the whole army was put in motion, and advanced 
to the country of Bremen about the middle of February. 
The enemy were diflodged from Rothenburg, Otterlburgi 
and Verdcn, and they abandoned the city of Bremen ac 
the approach of the Hanoverian general, who teok pof- 
' fe&ofi of it without oppolition. 
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f XXIV. By this time the court ^f Verrailles, being 
(■iffatisfied with thecondud of the Duke de Richelieu, , 
had recalled that general from Germany, where his place 
was fupplied by the Count de Clermont, to the general 
fatisfa^ion of the army, as well as to the joy of the Hano- 
verian fubjefis, among whom Richelieu had comioitted 
Aiany flagrant and inhumaii a£{s of rapine and opprelSon. 
The new commander found his maker's forces reduced to 
a deplorable condiclont by the accidents of war, and di- 
Aemper arifing from hard duty, fevere weather, and the 
want of neceflariei. As 4ie could not pretend, with fuch 
A wretched remnant, to oppofe the defigns of Prince Ferdi- 
nand ^n the Held, or even jnaintain the footing which bis 
predece^or had gained, he found himfelf under thene- 
cefCtyoffftiring with all po£b.le expedition towards the 
Kbine, As the allies advanced, his troops retreated from ' 
their diftant quarters with fuch precipitation, as to leave 
^ehind all their Tick, together with a great part of their 
baggage and artillery, beGdei a great member of officers 
and foldiers, that fell into the hands of thofe (tarties by 
■grbom they were purfued. The inhabitants of Hanojver, 
perceiving the Fr^icih intended to a,bandon thaf city, ^eip 
overwhelmed with xhe fear of bei^g fubjeflcdjo .every (pe-. 
cies of violence and abufe : ^ut their apprefaenrio^s were 
bappily difappointcd by the honour and integrity (^ the 
Puke de Randan, the French governor, who not only 
took efFcflMal meafures for retraining the foldiers within the 
bounds of the moft rigid difcipline and moderation, but 
likcwife exhibited a noble proof of generofity, almoft with- 
out example Inflead of dedroying his magazine of pro- 
vifions, according to the ufual pra£tice of war, he ordered 
the whole to be either fold at a low price, or diilributed 
among the poor of the city, who had been Jong px^ofed 
to the horrours of famine: an aft of godlike humanity, 
which ought to dignify the character of that worthy 
poblcman above all the titles that military fame can deferve, 
^r arbitrary monarchs beftow. The regency of Hanover 
were fo deeply imprelTed with a fenfe of his heroick be- 
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havidur on this dccafion, that they gratefully acknowledge^ 
I it, in a letter of (hanlts to him and the Count de Clermonti 
and on the day of folemn ihankfgiving to heaven, for 
their being, delivered from their enemies, the clergy in 
their fermons did not fail to celebrate and extol the charity 
and benevolence of the Dukede Randan. Such glorious 
te fit monies, even from enemies, muft have afforded the 
moftexquifite pleafure to a mind endued with fenfibility'j 
and this, no doubt, may be termed one of the fat reft tri- 
umphs of humanity. 

§ XXV. The two grand divifions of the French army, 
<)uaTtered at Zell and Hanover, retired in good order to 
Hamelen, where they colle£led all their troops, except 
thofe that were left" in floya, arid about fiaurthoufand mere 
placed in garrifon at Minden, tO' retard the operations of 
(he combined army. Towards the latter end of February, 
Prince Ferdinand oF BtunfwiCk, hdvihg received inteHi- 
gence that the Cotint de Chabotwas pofted with a con- 
fiderable body of troops a f Hoya, upon the Wefer, de- 
tached thft Hereditary Prince of Bi-unfwick, with four bat- 
talions, and fome light troops ^nd dragoons, to diflodgc 
*tiem friim that neighbourhood. This enterprifc was exe- 
cuted with the utmoft intrepidity. The Hereditary Prince 
^fled the Wefer at BrerAenwith ■ part of bis detachment, 
while the refl aUvartced 6n this fide of the river ; and the - 
the enemy, being atfactcd in front and rear, were irta 
little time forced, and th«>wn'iritoconfvrfion. The bridge 
l*ing abandoned, and- near fcveri hundred rfien taken pri- 
foners, the Coiint de Chabot threw himfelf, with two bat- 
talions, into the caftlc, where ht refolvedto fupport him- 
fclf, in hope of being relieved. The regiment of Bretagne, 
and fome delachthents of dragoons, were actually on the 
inarch to his affiftadde. The Hereditary Prince being 
made acquainted with this tircumftance, being alfo defli- 
tuteof hcnvy artillery to befiege the place in forhi, and 
taking it for granted he fhouid not be able t6 itaaintain the 
port after it might be taken, he liHened to the tCrins of 
capitulation propofed by the French general, tvhofe garri- 
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fon was fuffcred to march out with the honours of war; 
but their cannon, ftbrcs, and ammunition were furrcnder- 
ed to the vifloK This was thefirlVexploit of the Herc- 
iditary Prince, whofe valour and a^ivity, on many fubfe- 
quent occafions, fllone with diftinguifticd luftre. He had 
no fooner reduced Hoya, than he marched' to the attack of 
Minden, which he inverted on the fifth day of March, and 
on the fourteenth the gartifon furrendered at difcretion. 
After the redudlion of this city, the combined army ad- 
vanced towards Hamelen, where the French general had 
eftablifhed his head-quarters: but he abandoned them at 
the approach of the allies, and leaving behind a]] his fick 
and wounded', wiih part of his magazines, retired without 
halting to Paderborn, and from thence to the Rhine, re>. 
calling in his march the troops that were in Emhden, 
CafTel, and the landgraviate of Hefle, all which place* 
were now evacuated. They were 'teiribly harralTed in 
their retreat by the Pruflian huSars, and a body of light 
horfe, diftiiiguifhcJ by the name of Hanoverian hunters, 
who took a great number of prifoners, together with many 
^^SS^&^'^^Sa°"^' ^'■"^ fome artillery. Such was the 
precipitation of the enemy's retreat, that they.could not 
find time to deftroy all their magazines of provifion and 
forage ; and even forgot to call in the garrifon of Vechte, 
a fmall forcrefs in the neighbourhood of Dlepholt, who 
were made prifoners of war, and here was found a com- 
plete train' of battering cannon and mortars. The Count 
de Clermont, having reached the banks of the Rhine, 
"diftributed his forces into quarters of cantonment in Wefcl 
and the adjoining country, while Prince Ferdinand can- 
■toned the allied army in the bifhoprlck of Munfter : here, 
however, he did not long remain inactive, In the latter 
end of May he ordered a detachment to paft the Rhine at 
Duyfburg, under the command of Colonel Scheither, 
who executed his order without Ihfs, defeated three batta- 
lions of the enemy, and took five-pieces of cannon. In 
the beginning of June the whole army paiTed the Rhine, 
on a bridge eonftruAed foi the occalioD, defeated a bodjr 
' French 
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SOOK French ciivairy, aad obtained divers other advantage) la 

'"• _ ^ their march toward Wcfcl. Kaiferfworth was furpri&d, 

fjs%. the greater part of the garrifon either Icilled or taken ; an4 

Frioce Ferdinand began to make preparations for the fiege 

of DufTeldorp. In the mean time, the Count dc Clermont^ 

being unable to flop the rapidjty of his progrefs, wai 

pljliged to fccure his troops with ftropg entrenchmepts, 

until lie fhould be properly re-enforced. 

§XXVI. The court of Ver&iUes, though equally 
iQor: ified and confounded at the turn of their aiFairs in Ger- 
many, uid not fit tamely and behold this reverfe; but 
exerted their ufual fpirit and expedition in retrieving thf 
]ofles they had fultained. They aflembled a body of troops 
at Hanau, under the direction of the prince de bofibile^ 
who, it was faid, had received orders to penetrate, Ijy the 
way of Donawert, Ingoldfladt, and Arnberg, into Bohe- 
mia, In the mean time, re-«nforcements daily arrived ia 
the camp of the Count de Clermont ; and as repeated com^ 
plaints had been made of the want of difciplineand fubor- 
dination ip that army, meafures were taken for reforming 
the troops by feverity and example. The Jklarefch^ 
Duke de BelieiQe, who now afled as fecrct^ry at war witif 
uncommon ability, wrote a letter, directed to all the 
colonels of infantry, threatening them, in ihe King's name, 
with the lofs of their regiments, Ihould they connive any 
longer at the fcandalous pra£tice of buying commiffions: 
an abufc which had crept into the fervice under various 
pretexts, to the difcouragement of merit, the relaxation of 
difcipline, and the total cxtin^ion of laudable emulation. 
The Prince of Clermont having quitted his ftrong camp 
at Rbinefeldt, retired to Nuys, a little higher up the river, 
and detached a confiderable corps, under the command of 
theCount deSt. Germain, to takepoftat Crevclt, fituated 
in a plain between his army and the ttamp of the allies, 
which fronted the town of Meurs : after feveral motions 
on both fides. Prince Ferdinand refolved to atUck the ene- 
my, and forthwith made a difpolition for this purpofei 
He affigned the command of the whole left wing, con- 
fi^Bng 
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Cfting of eighteen battalions and twenty-eight fquadrons, CHAP. 
to Lieutenant-General SporcVen : the condud of the right ^_ ' _f 
wing, compofed of lixteen battaiioni and fourteen fqua- 1758. 
drons, was entnifled to the Hereditary Prince and Major- 
General Wangenheim j the fquadrons, with the addition 
of two regiments of Pruffian dragoQni, were underthe im- 
mediate direftion of the Prince of Holftcin, while the Here* 
ditary Prince commanded the infantry. The light troops, 
conAlting of five fquadrons of huflars, were divided be- 
tween the Prince of Hoidein and Lieutenant General 
Sporckcn. Major Luckner's fquadron, together with 
Scheither*3 corps, were ordered to obferve the flank of the 
enemy's right, and with this view were pofted in the vil- 
lage of Papendeick ; and a batulion of the troops of 
Wolfcnbuttel were left in the town cf Hulfle, to cover 
the rear of the army. Prince Ferdinand's defign was to 
attack the enemy on their left flank: hut the execution 
was rendered extremely difficult by the woods and ditches 
that emharrafled the route, and the numerous ditches that 
interfered this part of the country. On the twenty-third 
day of June, at fo(|r in the morning, the army began to 
move i the right advancing in two columns as far as St. 
Anthony, and the left marching up within half a league 
of Crevelt. The Prince having viewed the pofition of the 
enemy from the fteeple of St. Anthony, procured guides, 
and having received all the necefiary bints of information, 
proceeded to the right, in order to charge the enemy's 
left flank by the villages of Worft and Anrath ; but, ii^ 
order to divide their ^attention,. and keep tbem in fufpenfe 
with rcfped to the nature of his principal attack, he di- 
nEted the Generals Sporcken and Oberg to advance 
againft them by the way of Crevelt and St, Anthony, 
and, in particular, to make the mod of their artillery, that, 
being employed in three different places at once, they 
mightbe prevented from fending any re-enforcement, to 
the left, where the chief attack was intended. Thefe pre- 
cautions being taken, Prince Ferdinand, putting bimfelf 
9f the head of the grenadiers of the right wing, continued 

bii 
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his idarch in twofolumos totfae viHttseii^Anratb, whem 
he feU in yfitU an advanced ^rty of the French, which, 
after a f«w dircha^ges of mufquetry, retired to their camp 
and gave the alarm. !□ the siean time, both armies were 
drawn up in order of battle j the troops of th^ allies in the 
pl^aio between the villages of Anrath and WiJIich, oppo- 
iue to the French fotcei, whpfe left was covered with i 
wood. The aiSion began about one in the afternoon, 
with a fevere cannonading on the part of Prince Fer- 
dinand, which, though well fupported, proved inelFe^u^ 
in drawing the enemy fiom their cover : he', therefore) de- 
termined to diflodgethcm from the wood by dint of GoaJl 
arops. The Hereditary Prince immediatt^Iy advanced with 
the whole front, and a very obftinate a^ion enftied. Mean 
while, the cavalry on the right in vain attempted to 
penetrate [be wood on the other fide, where the enemy 
Jiad raifed two batteries, which were fuflained by forty 
rfquadrans. of horfe. After a terrible fire bad be«i main- 
tained on both iides, till live in the afternoon, the grena- 
iliers forced th9 entrenchments in the woodi which were 
Jined by the Fcench infantry. Thefe giving way aban- 
doned the wnttij in the utmoft dlfoi-der; but thepurfuit 
wag checked by the conduct and refolution of the enemy's 
cavalry, which, notwithftanding a dreadful fire from the 
artillery of the allies, mainta'med their ground, and covered 
the foot in their retreat to Nuys. The fuccefs *)f the 
.day was, in a good mcafure, owing to the artillery on the 
^eft and in lheg«mw, with which the Generals Sporcken 
tpd Oberg had done great ejtectflion, and employed the 
attention of the pntmy on that fide, while Prince Ferdi- 
|iand pinfecuted his attack on the other quarter. It mu^ 
^ owned, however, that their right wing ^nd centre re- 
tired in great order to Nuys, though the left was de- 
jected, with the lofs of fomc ilandards, colours, and pieces 
fit cannon, fad Ijx thoufand men killed, wounded, 
or taken prifoners*. This vidory, however, which coft 

• AH-ong the Fieochofficeu whoUfttlieirli«a in this engagement wij 
tjie Count de Gifori, onlyfoa of th: MarefrhU DuJre de Bel!iille,'ind Ufl hope 
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the allies about fifteen hundred men, was not at alt dec!- 
five in its confequences } and, indeed, the p)an leemed | 
only calculated to difplay the enterprising genius of the 
Hanoverian general. True it is, the French army took 
refuge under the cannon of Cologn, where they remained, 
without hazarding any ftep for the relief of DuITeldorp, 
Which Prince Ferdinand immediately inveAed, and in a 
few days reduced, the garrifon being allowed to march 
out with the honours of war, on condition that they {hould 
not, for the fpace of one year, carry arms againft the 
allies. 

§ XXVII. It was at this period that Count de Clermont 
refignedhis command, which was conferred upon M, de 
Contades, and the French army was confiderably re-en- 
forced. He even threatened to attack Prince. Ferdinand 
in his turn, and made fome motions with that defign, 
but was prevented by the little river Erff, behind which 
the prince refolvcd to He quiet, until he fliould be joined 
by the body of Britifh troops under the command of the 
Duke of Marlborough, the tirll divifion of which had juft 
landed at Embdcn. He flattered himfelf that the Prince 
ftfYfenbourg, at the head of the Heflian troops, would 
find employment -for the Prince de Soubife, who had 
marched from Hanau, with a defign to penetrate into the 
Jandgraviate of Hefle-Caffel : his vanguard had been al- 
ready furprifed and defeated by the militia of the country ; 
and the Prince of Yfenbourg was at the head of a conft- 
dferable body of regular forces, afTembled to oppofe his fur- 
ther progrefc. Prince Ferdinand, therefore, hoped that 
the operations of the French general would be effedlually 
impeded, until he himfelf, being joined by the Britifh 
troops^ Ihould be in a condition to pafa the Meufe, transfer 
the feat of war Into the enemy's country, thus make adi- 
verfion from the Khine, and perhaps oblige the Prince de 
i^oubife to come to the afliflance of the principal French 

army, 

ofthatlUuftriou! family, a'young nobleman of «trioriliniryaccompliniiiiP:iti, 
who finillieil a ftottlifeof honour rn rhe fmbrace of mLKlaiy glory, and fill 
gilliBtly Agbting at the head of hi) own lEeiment, to the itKXfi^Ht grief of 
hit ifti filher, and chc aaiveiiaSttpttafhitcaaatry-- 
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BOOK armyv commanded by M. de Contada. He had formed a plan 
^_ , ' . , which would have anfwered thefe purpofes effeiEtually^ and,- 
1758. in execution of it, marched to Rurcmond on the Maefe, 
when his ineafures were totally difconcerted by a variety of 
incidents which he could not forefee. The Prince of 
Yfenbourg was, on the twenty<third day of July^ defeated 
at Sangarfliaufen by the Duke de Broglio, whom the 
Frince de Soubife had detached againfthitn with anupi- 
ber of troops greatly fuperior to that which the HelEaa 
general commanded. The Duke de Broglio, who command- 
ed the corps that formed the vanguard of Soubife's army, 
having learned at CalTei, that the Heflian troops, under 
the Prince of Yfenbourg, were retiring towards Munden, 
he advanced, on the twenty-third of July, with a body of 
eight thoufand men, to the village of Sangarihaufen, where 
he found them drawn up in order of battle, and forthwith 
made a difpofition for the attack. At iirft his cavalry 
were reputfed by the Heflian horfe, which charged the 
' French infantry, and were broke in theif turn. The 

HelBans, though greatly inferior in number to the enemy, 
made a very obflinate relifiance, by favour of a rock in 
the Fulde that covered their- right, and a wood by which 
their left was fecurcd. The difpute was fo obftinate, that 
the enemy's left was obliged to give ground, but the 
Duke de Broglio ordering a frefh corps to advance, changed 
the fortune of the day. The Hefllans, overpowered by 
numbers, gave wayj part plunged into the river, where 
many periihed, and pare threw themfelves into the wood, 
through which they efcaped from the purfutt of the huf- 
fars, who took above two hundred foldiers and fifty o£^ 
, cers, including the Count de Canitz, who was fecond in 

Command. They likewife found on the field of battle 
feven pieces of cannon, and eight at Munden ; but the car- 
nage was pretty confiderable, and nearly equal on both 
fides. The number of the killed and wounded, on. the 
fide of the French, exceeded two thoufand i the lofs of the 
HeQians was not fo great. The Prince of Yfenbourg 
having coIle£led the remains of his litUe army, took poll 
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>t EHmbeck, where be foon was re-enforced, and (tnmd CHAP, 
himrelf at the head of twelve thoufand men : but, in con- \_ , -- , j 
iequence of tbis advantage, the eneoijr became maflera of )7j&> 
the Wefer, and opened to tbemfelves a fiee pallage into 
Weftpbalia. 

§ XXVIII. The progrefi of Prince Ferdinand upon the 
Maefe had been retarded by a long fuccelSon of heavy 
rains, which broke up the roads, and rendered the country 
■mpalTabie} and now the certain information of this un- 
lucky checlc left him no alternative but a battle or a re- 
treat acrofs the Rhine : the tirft was carefully avoided by 
the enemy ; the latter refolution, therefore, he found 
himfeif under a neceffity to embrace. In his prefent po- 
fition he was hampered by the French army on one wing, 
on the other by the fortrefs of Guetdres, the garrifon of 
which had been lately re-enforced, as well as by dive» 
cKhec pofts, capable of obftruding the convoys and fub- 
fiflence of the combined army : belidcs, he had teafon to 
apprehend that the Prince de Soubife would endeavour to 
intercept the BritiOi troops in their march from Embden. 
Induced by thefe conGderations, he determined to repafs 
the Rhine, after having offered battle to the enemy, and 
Blade fcveral motions for that purpofe. Finding them 
averfe to an engagement, he made his dirpofitions for 
forcing the flrong pafs of Wachtendonclcy an JAand fur- 
rounded by the Niers, of very difficult approach, and 
iituated exaflly in his route to the Rhine, This fervice 
was performed by tbe Hereditary Prince of Brunfwlck, 
who, perceiving the enemy had drawn up the bridge, 
i^afhed into the river at the head of his grenadiers, wh» 
drove' them away with their bayonets, and cleared the 
bridges for the paflage of the army towards Rhinebergen. 
At this place Prince Ferdinand received intelligence that 
M. de Chevert, reputed one of the bell officers in the 
French fervice, had palTed the Ltppe with fourteen bat- 
talions and feveral fquadtons, to join the garrifon of We- 
iel, and fall upon Lieu ten ant- General IinhofT, who com- 
. Hianded a detached corps of tbe combined army at Meer, 
ibat.he might be at hand to guard tbe bridge which the 
prince 
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BOOK prince had thrown over the Rhine at Rees. His SereBe 
- t- i - -^" U Highnefs was extremely defirous of fending fuccours to 
ijs?. General ImhofF; but the troops were too moth fatigued 
to begin another march before morning ; and the Rhine 
had overflowed its banks in fuch a manner as to render 
the bridge at Rees impalTable, fo that M. ImhofF was left 
"lo therefourcesof his own condudl and the bravery of his 
troops, confiAing of fix battalions and four fquadroni, 
already weakened by the abfcnceof different detachments. 
This genera) having received advice, on the fourth of Au- 
guH, that the enemy intended to pafs the Lippe the fame 
evening with a confiderable train of artillery, in order Co 
turn the bridge at Rees, decamped with a view to cover 
this place, and join two battalions which had pafTed the 
Rhine in boats, under the command of General Zaflrow, 
-who re-enforced him accordingly j but the enetny not ap- 
pearing, he concluded the information was falfe, and re- 
folved to refumi; his advantageous poft at MeCr. Of this 
he had no fooncr re;offe(red himfelf, than his advanced 
guards were engaged with the enemy, who marched 
to the attack from Wefel, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-General de Chevert, confifting of-the whole corps 
intended for the fiege of Duflcldorp, ImhoiPs front was 
covered by coppices and ditches, there 'being a rifing 
ground on his right, from whence he could plainly difcem 
the whole force that advanced againft him, together with 
the manner of their approach. Perceiving them engaged 
in that difficult ground, he ported one regiment in a cop- 
pice, ' with orders to fall upon the left flank of the enemy, 
which appeared quite uncovered j and as foon as their tire 
began, advanced with the reft of his forces to attack them 
in front. 1 he bayonet was ufed on this occafion, and 
the charge given with fuch impetuofity and refolution, 
that, after a fhort refiftance, the enemy fell into confufion, 
and fled towards Wefel, leaving on the fpot eleven pieces 
of cannon, with a great number of waggons and other 
carriages : befides the killed and wounded, who amounted 
to a pretty confiderable number, the viftor took three hun- 
dred and 6fty-four pnfoners> including eleven officers ; 
whereas. 
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MeresiSi on his part, the viilory iVas purchafcd at a very ^Vjf' 
fmall expenft. , ■ -,- , j 

§ XXIX. Immediately after thia aflionj General i7sS« 
Wangenheim palTed the Rhine with fevcral fquadrqns and 
battalions, to re-enforce General Imhoffj and enable him 
to profecute the advahtage he had gained, while Prince 
Ferdinand marched with the reft of the army to Santen: 
, from then<5c he proceeded to Rhineberg, where he intend- 
ed to pafs ] but the river had overflowed to fuch a degree, 
that here, as well as at Rees, theihore was tnacccQible} 
la that he found it neceffary to march farther down the 
rivers' and liy a bridge at Gtiethuyzen. The enemy had 
contrived four velTelsfor the definition df this bridge] but 
they were iU taken before they could put the defign in 
execution, and the whole army pafied on the tenth day of 
Auguft^ without any lofs or further Interruption. Ac 
the fame tilne the prince withdrew his garrifon from DuA- 
feldorpj of which the French immediately took pofTeOion, 
Immediately after his palTage he received a letter from thi 
Dulee of Marlborough, acquainting him that the Britifb 
troops had arrived at Lingen, in their route to Coesfeldt i 
to which place General ImhofF was fent to receive themj 
vith a ftrong detachment. NotwithAandinglhia junt^ion^ 
the two armies on the Rhirie were fo equally matched} 
that no ftrokaof importahce waa ftruck On either ftde dur- 
ing the remaining part of the campaign. M. de CoRtades, 
feeing no profpedi of obtaining the leaft advantage over 
Prince Ferdinand, detached Prince Xaverius of Saxony 
with a ftrong re- enforcement to the Prince de Soubife^ 
Who had taken polTeSion of Gottengen, and feeiAed de-i 
tct-mined to attack the Prince of Yfenbourg at Eimbecl:, 
That this officer might be able to give him a proper recep^ 
tion. Prince Ferdinand detached General Oberg with teii 
thoufand men to Lipftadt, from whence, fbould occafion 
require^ they might continue their marchj and join tho 
Heffians. The whole body, when thus re-enforced, did 
not exceed twenty thoufand menj of wKom General 
Oberg now afiiimed the command ; whereas the troops of 
. Vol. IV. Y Spubift, 
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B o O [^ Soubifc were increafed to the number of thirty thoufatK}. 

y_ ' f The allies had taken poll upon the river Fulde at San- 
»7S3. derfliaufen, where they hoped the French wouM attack 
them ; but the defign of Soubife was firft to diflodge them 
from that advantageous fttuation. With this view, he. 
made a motion, as if be had intended to turn the camp of 
the allies by the road of Munden. In order to prevent 
Ihe execution of this fuppofed defign, General Oberg de- 
camped on the tenth of OftobetT and, paffihgby the vil- 
lage of Lahdwernhagen, advanced towards Luttenberg, 
where, undcrftahding the enemy were at his heels, he forth- 
with formed his troops in order of battle, his right to the 
Fulde, and his left extending to a thicket upon an emi- 
nence, where he planted five field-pieces. The cavalry 
fuppOrted the wings in a third line, the viWageof Lutten- 
betg was in the rear, and four pieces of cannon were 
mounted on a riCng ground that flanked this village. The 
French having llkewife paflbd L a nd wemh age n, pofl- 
ed their left towards the Fulde, their right extending far 
beyond the left of (he allies, and their front Wng 
flrengihened with above thirty pieces of cannon. At foar 
in the afternoon the enemy began the battle with a fefcre 
cannonading, and at the fame time the firft liiK of their 
infantry attacked Major-Gencral Zaftrow, who was 
pofled on the left wing of the allies. This body of the 
French was repulfed j but in the fame mcnncnt, a (xti&- 
derable line of cavalry advancing, charged the allifcs in 
front and fiank, Thefe were fupported hy a frefli body of 
infantry with cannon, which, after a waim difpute, 
obliged the ton federates to give way j and General- U berg, 
in order to prevent a total defeat, made.a difpofilion for a 
retreat, which was performed in tolerable -order i not but 
that he fufTered greatly, in paiHng through a defile, from 
the fire of the enemy's cannon, which was brougfat up^ 
and managed under the diret^lion of the Duke deBr«glio. 
Hiving marched through Munden, by midnight, there- 
tiring army lay till morning under arms in Ihe little-phia 
bear Gropcn, on the other fide oflbc Weferj but ar day 
,., s break 
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break profecutcd ihcir march, after having withdrawn the CHAP, 
garrifon from Munden, until they arrived in the neigh- ,_ \ j 
boufhood of Gunterfiicim, where they encamped. In 1758. 
this engagement General Oberg loft about fifteen hundred 
men, his artillery, baggage, and ammunition. He was 
obliged to abandon a magazine of hay and Araw at Mun- 
den, and leave part of his wounded men in that place to 
the humanity of the vitaor. But, after all, the French 
general reaped very little advantage from his viflory. 

§ XXX. By this time Prince Ferdinand had retired into 
Weftphalia, and fixed his head-quarters atMunfter, while 
M, Contades encamped near Ham upon the Lippe: fo 
that, although he had obliged the French army to evacuate 
Hanover and HelTe in the beginning of the year, when 
they were weakened by death and diftemper, and even 
driven them beyond the Rhine, where they fuftained a de- 
feat; yet they were foon put inacondicion to baffle all 
his future endeavours, and penetrate again into Weftphalia, 
where they eftablifhed their winter-quarters, extending 
themfelves in fuch a manner as to command the whole 
courfeofthc Rhine on both fides, while the allies were 
difpofed in the landgraviate of Hefls-CaDel, and in the 
bifhopricks of Munfter, Paderborn, and HildeOieim. 
The BritiQi troops had joined them fo late in the feafon, 
that they had no opportunity to fignalife themfelves in the 
iietd ; yet the fatigues of the campaign, which they had 
feyerely felt, proved fatal to their commander, the Duke' 
of Marlborough, wh,o died of a dyfentery at Munfter> 
liniverfally lamented. 

§ XXXI. Having thus part iculari fed the operations of 
the allied army Unce the commencement of the campaign, 
we fliall now endeavour to trace thefteps of the ICing of 
PrulBa, from the period at which his army was aflemlilcd 

' for aiSion. Having collected his force as foon as the feafon 
would permit, be undertook the fiege of Schweidnitz in 
form on the twenty-firft day of March ; and carried on 

■ his operations with fuch vigour, that in thirteen days the 

ganifon furrendered themfelves prilyners of war, after 

Y 2 having 
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baving loft one half of their number in the defenfe of the 
place. While one part of his troops were engaged in this 
fervice, he himfelf, at the head of another, advanced to 
the eailcrn frontier of Bohemia, and fcnt a detachment as 
far as Trautenaw, garrifon^-d by a body of Auftrians, who» 
after an obftinate refiflance, abandoned the place, and re- 
treated towards their grand army. By this fuccefs he 
opened to himfelf a way into Bohemia, by which he poured 
in detachments of light troops, to raife contributions^ 
and harrafs the out-pofts of the enemy. At the fame time 
the Baron de la Mothe Fouquet matched with another 
body againft the Aufirian General Jahnus, pofted in the 
county ofGlatz, whom he obliged to abandon all the 
pofts he occupied in that country, and purfued asfaras 
Nachod, within twenty miles of Koningfgratz, where 
the grand Auftrian army was encamped, under the com- 
mand of Marefchal Daun, who had lately arrived from 
Vienna*. Over and above thefe exciirfions, the King ■ 
ordered a body of thirty thoufand men to be alTembled, to 
ait under the command of his hrothw Prince Henry, an 
accompliflied warrior, againft the army of the Empire, 
which the Prince dc Deuxponts, with great difficulty, 
made a fliift to form again near Bamberg, in Franconia. 

§ XXXII. The King ofPruffia, whofc defigns were 
Jterhaps even greater than he cared to own, refolved to fhift 
the theatre of the war, and penetrate into Moravia, a 
fertile country, which had hitherto been kept facred from 
rtvage and contribution. Having formed an army of fifty 
thoufand choice troops, near Niefs, in Silefia, he divided 
them into threccolumns; the firft commanded by Marefchal 
Keith, the fccond by himfelf in perfnn, and the third con- 
duced by Prince Maurice of Anbault DeJTau. Jn the 

latter 

*Atth1; Junfture the PiulHaa commandint of Dnfdcn being iitinitted 
Tnlolhi Japan pilace, to fce the curiouspofCfUine with which it ii adorned, 
pciceind iioat built Dp] and ordering the pitTige Co be opened, entered ■ 
Iirge«i>qtcnient, wheie he found three thouUnd tcnis, and other lield utenlili, 
Thefe had been concealed here when the Pruffians fitftlooltpoirciTion of the 
t'liy : they were immediately feifed by the tOnlmandinC, aiid difliibuK* vnoBg 
the troops of Prince Hear;'! »imj. 
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latter end of April they b^n their march towards Mo- 
raviaj and General De la Ville, who commanded a body ^ 
of troops in that country, retired as they advanced, after 
having thrown a ftrong re-enforcement into Olmutz, 
which the King was determined to befiege. Had be paHed 
by this fortrefs^ which was flrongly fortified, and well 
provided for a vigorous defenfe, he might have advanced 
to the gates of Vteana, and reduced the Emperor lo the 
necelfity of Aiing for peace on his own terms ; but it 
feems he was unwilling to deviate To far from the common 
maxims of war as to leave a fortified place in the rear; 
and, therefore, he determined to make himfelf mailer of it 
before hefhould proceed. For this purpofeit wag imme- 
diately iave&ed : orders were ilTued to haden up the heavy 
ai'tillery, and Marefchal Keith was appointed to fupef- 
-intend and dire£t the operations of the fiege. Mean while, 
theAultrian commander, Count Daun, being informed 
of his PrulCan Maje&y's morions and defigns, quitted his. 
camp at Leutomyflel in Bohemia, and entered Moravia by 
the way of Billa. fieing Hill too weak to encounter the 
Pruffians in the field, he extended his troops ia the neigh- 
bourhood of the King's army, between Gewitz and 
Littau, in a mountainous fituation, where he ran little 
or no rifk of being attacked. Here he remained for fom« 
time in quiet, with the fertile country of Bohemia in bti 
rear, from whence he drew plentiful fuppties, and re- 
ceived daily re -enforcements. His fcheme was to relieve 
the befieged occafionally, to harrafs the befiegers, and to 
intercept their convoys from SileTia ; and this fcheme fuc- 
ceeded to his wifli. Olmutz is fo extenfive inils works, 
.and fo peculiarly fituated on the river Morara, that it 
could not be completely invefted without weakening the 
polls of the befieging army, by extending them to a pro- 
digious circuit ; fo that, in fome parts, they were eaftly 
forced by detachments in the nights, who fell upon them 
/uddenly, and feldom failed to introduce into the place 
Supplies of men, provifions, and ammunition. The forage 
in the neighbourhood of tbe city having been previouHy 
y 3 dcftroycd. 
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BOOK deftroyed, the Pruffian horfe were obliged to makeex- 

^ ' . curfions at a great diftance, confequently expoCed to 
1753.' fatigue, and liable to Airprife ; and, in a word^ the Prullians 
were not very expert in the art of town taking. 

§XXXI1I. Count Daan knew bow to take advantage 
of tbefe c i re um fiances, without hazarding a battle, to 
which the King provoked him in vain. While the garri- 
fon made lepeatcd Tallies to retard the operations of the 
befiegers, the AuArian general harrafled their foraging 
parties, fell upon different quarters of their army in the 
night, and kept them in continual alarm. Nevenhelefs, 
the King 6iii(hed his firll parallel ; and proceeded with fuch 
vigour as feemed to promife a fpeedy reduflion of the 
place, when his dcfign was entirely frultrated by an un- 
tbward incident. Marefchal Daun, having received in- 
telligence that 3 large convoy had fet out from Silelia for 

' thePrulEan camp, refolved to fcifc this opportunity of 

compelling the King todefiftfrom his enterprife. He fetlt 
General Jahnus, with a ftrong body of troops, towards . 
Bahrn, and another detachment to Stadtoliebe, within- 
flrudions to attack the convoy on different fides ; while 
he himfelf advanced towards the befiegers, as it he in- 
tended to give them battle. The King of PrulSa, far 
from being deceived by this feint, began, from the motions 
of the Aullrian general, to fufpe£t his real fcheme, and 
immediately defpatched General Ziethen, with a ftrong 
re-enforcement, to proteft the convoy, which was efcorted 
by eight battalions, and about fourthoufand men,~who had 
been fick, and were juft recovered. Before (his officer joined 
them, the convoy had been attacked on the twenty-eighth 
day of June; but the alTailants wereiepujfed with con- 
iiderable lofs. Marefchal Daun, however, took care 
that they Oiould be immediately re- en forced ; and next 
day the attack was renewed with much greater cffefl. 
Four hundred waggons, guarded by four battalions, and 
about one thoufand troopers, had jiift palTcd the defiles of 
Domftadt, when the Auftrians charged (hem furioudy on 
every fide : the communicatioa between the bead and the 

left 
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reft of the convoy ^u cut off; aiid General Zietheg, 
after having exerted all his efforts foritsprerervation, being 
obliged CO abandon the waggons, retired to Troppau. 
Thus the, whole convoy fdl inco the hands of the enemy, 
who took above fiK hundred prifoners, together ij^ith 
General Futkamaner; and the King of PrulBa was obliged 
to relinquifh bis enterprise. This wasa inartifying ne- 
cc£ity to > priace of his high fpirit, at a time when he fa^ 
bimfelf on the eve of reducing the place, notwithftanding 
the gallant de fen fe which had been made by General. Mar- 
thai, the governor. Nothing now remained but to ralfe 
the fiege, and retire without lofs in the face of a vigilant 
fnemy, prepared to feife every opportunity of advantage: 
a talk which, how bard foever it may appear, he per- 
formed with equal dexterity and fuccefs. Inflead of re- 
tiring into SileCa, he refolved to avert the war from his 
own dominions, and take the route of Bohemia, the 
frontiers of which were left uncovered by Marefchal Daun'a 
lalt motion, when he advanced bis quarters to Fofnitz, in 
order to fuccour Olmutx the more efFeiEiually, After the 
^ing bad takei} bis meafures, he carefully concealed his 
dcHgn from the enemy, and, notwithftanding the lofs of 
his convoy, profecuted the operations of the fiege with 
^redoubled vigour, tOl tbe hiR day of July, when he de- 
camped in the night, and began his march t,o Bohemia. 
He himfelf, with one divifion, took the road to Konitz; 
and l^accfcbal Keith having brought away all the artillery, 
except four Enoxtars, and one difabled cannon, purfued his 
marcb by tbe way of Littau to Muglitz and Tfibau. 
Although his Pryflian Majefty had gained an entire marcji 
-upon tbe Auftri^ns, their light troops, commanded bv 
ihe Generals Buccow an,d Laudohn, did not fail to attend 
jjnd harrafs his army in their retreat ; but their endeavours 
were in a great meafure fruftrated by the condu3 and cJr- 
jcumfpedion of tjic Pruffian commanders. After the rear 
f>f the army h?d pafled the dcfijes of Krenau, General 
Jjafci, who was polled a,t Gibau with a large body of 
^'^^drian troops, occupied the village of Krenau with a 
y ± ijetacbt^ent 
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BOOK detachment of grenadiers, who were foon diflodgedj an^ 
. "^' the Pruffians purfued their march by Zwiitau to Leutor 
JTjS. ■ myflel, where they fcifed a magazine of meal and forage. 
In the mean time, General de Ratzow, who conduced 
the provifions and artillery, found the hlUs of Hollitz pof- 
(effei by the enemy, who cannonaded him as he advanced i 
but Marefchal Keith coming up, ordered them tobe at* 
tacked rn the rear, and they fled into a wood with precip- 
tation, with the lofs of fix officers and three hundred men, 
who were taken prifoners. While the Marefchal wat 
thus employed, the King proceeded from LcutomylTc! to; 
Koningfgratz, where General Buccow, who had got the 
flart of him, was ported with feven thoufand men behind 
the Elbe, and in the entrenchments which they had throwa 
up all round the city. The Pruffian troops as they ar- 
rived palled over the little river Adlcr, and as the enemy 
had broken down the bridges over the Elbe, the King 
ordered'them to be rspaired witti all expedition, being 
determined to attack the Auftrian entrenchments : but 
Geperal Buccow did not wait for his approach. He 
abiindoncd his entrenchments, and retired with his troop? 
to Clumetz ; fo that tiie King took pofleffion of the moft 
important poft of Kpningrgrat? without further oppofition. 
An Auftrian corps having taken poft between him and 
Hollitji^ in order to obftruft the march of the artillery, he 
advanced againft them in perfon, and having driven them 
froin the place, all his cannon, military ftores, provifion, 
with fifcfcn hundred fick and wourtded men, arrived in 
Tafcty at Konlngfgratz, where the whole army encamped. 
His intention was to transfer the feat of war from Moravia 
to Bohemia, where he (hould be able to maintain a more 
eafy communication with his own dominions : but s 
more powerful motive foon obliged him to change his rcfo- 

§ XXXIV. After the Riiflian troops under Apraxid 
had retreated from Pomerania in the courfe of the preceding 
year, and the Czarina feemed ready to change her fyftem, 
the courts of Vienna and Verfailles had, by dint of fubfi- 

dies, 
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(flies, promifes, prefents, and intrigues, attached her, In CHAP, 
all appearance, more firmly than ever to the confederacy, ^_- ' _, 
and evefi induced her to augment the number of troops 1758. 
deftined to aft againft the Pruffian monarch. She not 
pnlyfigned her acceflkin in form to the quadruple alliance 
■with the Emprefs-Queen and the Kings of France and 
Sweden ; but, in order to manifeft her zeal to the common 
caufe, (he difgraced her chancellor. Count Beftuchef, 
who was fuppofed averfe tp the war :' (he divided her 
forces into feparate bodies, under the command of the 
Generals Fermer and Brown, and ordered them to put 
their troops in motion in the middle of winter. Fermer 
accordingly began his march in the beginning of January, 
'and on the twenty-fecond his light troops took pofleflion 
of Koningfberg, the capital of PruHia, without oppo- 
fition; for the King's forces had quitted that country, 
in order to profecutcthe war iir the weftern parts of Pome- 
rania. They did not, however, maintain themfelves in 
this part of the country ; but, after having ravaged fome 
diftrifts, returned to the main body, which halted on the 
Viftula,. to theno fmaJI difturbance of the city of Danl- 
Biclc. The refident of the Czarina aftually demanded 
that the magiftrates ihould receive a Ruflian garrifon: a 
demand which they not only peremptorily refufed, but 
ordered all the citizens to arms, and took every other 
method to provide for their defenfe. At length, after 
>fomc 'negociation with General Fermer, the affair was 
compromired : he. deiiftcd from the demand, and part of 
his troops palTed the Viftula, fceiningly to invade Pome- 
.rania, in the caHern part of which Count Dohna had 
aflembled aaarmy of Pruffians to oppofe their progrefs. 
But after they had pillaged the open country, they rejoined 
their main body; and General Fermer, turning to the 
left, advanced towards Silpfia, in order to co-operate 
.•with theother Ruffian army commanded by Browne, who 
had taken his route through Poland, and already pafled the 
Fofna. By the tirft of July, both bodies had reached (he 
' frontiers of Silefia, and fome of their coITacks, penetrating 
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'm^'^ into that province, had committed dreadful ravages, and 

\^ ' f overwhelmed the inhabitants with confiernation. Count 
■7i!> Dohna, with the Prullian army under his command, had 
attended their motions, and even paOed the Oder at Fraiik- 
fiart, as if he had intended to give them battle : but he wn 
too much inferior in number to hazard fuch a &tp, which 
became an obj&ft of his fovereign's own petfonal attention. 
Marefchal i^aun had followed the King into Bohemia, 
and, on the twenty-fecond day of July, encamped on the 
hills of Libifchau, afituation almoll iaacceffible, where 
he rcfolved to remain, and watch the motions of the Pruffiatt 
monaxCh, until fome opportunity fliould offer of a^tng 
toadvant^e. Nature Teems to have ezprefslj formed this 
- commander with talents to penetrate the defigns, embarr^ff 
the genius^ and check the impetuofity of the Prufiaq 
inonarcb. He was juftly comparefl to Fahius Uaxiwus, 
diftinguilhcd by the epithet of Cun£tator. Ht fx^elle^ 
all the vigilance, caution, and fagacity of that celebrated 
Roman. Like him, he hovered on the Ikirts cf th9«ne«y, 
liarraffing their parties, accuAomtng thjc foldiers to Arid 
difciplins, hard fervice, and the face of a lormidaUe fo9, 
and watching for opportunities, which be knew hojir I9 
ieifc with equal courage and celerity. 

'{XXXV, The King of Pruffia, being induced by s 
concurrence of motives to Aop the progrefi of the Ruffiau 
in Silefia, made his di%o&tions for retreating from Boher 
mia, and on the twenty-iifth day of July quitted the camp 
at Koningfgratz. He was attended in his march t^ thcet 
tboufand Auftrian light troops, who did not fail to iop 
commode his rear : but notwithflandingthefeunpsdi^ients, 
hepalTed the Mittau, proceeded on his rouix, and on the 
ninth day of Auguft arrived at Landibut. From thence 
be haflened with a detachment towards Frankfort on the 
Oder, and joined the army commanded bf Lieutenant- 
Gmeral Dohna at Gorgas. 7 hen the whole army pafied 
the Oder by a bridge thrown over it at GaUvife, and 
having reiied one day, advanced to Dertmitze), where be 
encamped. The Ruffians, under Genual Feiiptu*, weic 
po(t^ 
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polled on the other fide of the little river Mitzel, theif 
right "extending to the village of Zwiclcer, and their left to 
Quertchem. The King being determined to hazard a 
battle, pafied the iVIitzelon the twenty-fifth in the morn- 
ing, and turning the flank of the enemj', drew up his 
army in order of battle in the plain between the little ri«r 
and the town of Zorndorf. The Ruflian^ by whom he 
was out-numbered, did not df dine the difpute ; but as the 
ground did not permit them to extend themfelves, they 
appeared in fourlines,forminga front on every fide, defended 
by cannon and achevaux-de-frife, their right flank covered 
by the village of Zwicker. After a warm cannonade, 
the Pruffian infantry were ordered to attack the village, and 
a body of grenadiers advanced to the afTauit ; but this 
brigade unexpectedly giving way, occafioned a confider- 
able opening in the line, and left the whole left Sank of 
the infantry uncovered. Before the enemy could take 
advantage of this incident, the interval was filled up by the 
cavalry under the command of General Seydlitz ; and the 
King, with his ufual prefence of mind, fubflituied another 
choice body of troops to carry on the attack. This began 
about noon, and continued for fometjme, during which 
both fides fought with equal courage and perfeverance : 
at length General Seydlitz, having routed the Ruflian 
cavalry, fell upon the flank of the infantry with great fury, 
which being alfo dreadfully annoyed by the Pruffian ar- 
tillery, they abandoned the village, together with their 
military clieft, and great part of their baggage. Notwith- 
ftanding this lofs, which had greatly difordered their right 
wing, they continued to ftand their ground, and terrible 
havock was made among them, not only with the fword 
and bayonet, but alfo by the cannon, which were loaded 
with grape-lhot, and being excellently ferved, did great 
execution. Towards evening the cbnfufion among ihem 
increafed to fuch a degree, that in all probability they 
would have been entirely routed, had they not been favour- 
ed by the approaching darknefs, as well as by a particular 
pperation, which was very gallantly performed. One of 

the 
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BOOK the RufTian generals pcrccivino; the fortune of the day 

^ _!^ turned againft them, rallied a feleifi body of troops, and 
ijjS. made a vigorous imprellion on the right wing of the Pruf- 
fiana. '1 his effort diverted their attention lb ftrongly to 
that quarter; that the right of the Rullians enjoyed a 
refpite, during which they retired in to'erable order, 
and occupied anew ppft on the right, where the lelt of 
their forces were the more eafily aflemblcd. In this battle 
they are faid to have loft above fifteen ihoufand men, thirty- 
feven colours, Eve flandards, twelve mortars, the greater 
part of theit baggage, and above one hundred pieces of 
cannon. Among the prifoncrs that fell into the hands of 
the viftor, were feveral general officers, and a good num- 
ber loft their lives on the field of battle. The viflory coft 
the King above two thoufand men, including fome officers 
of difliniflion, particularly two aldes-du-camp, who at- 
tended his own perfon, which he expofed without fcruple 
to all the perils of the day. It would have redounded fiill 
more to his glory, had he put a flop to the carnage ; for 
after all refiftauce was at an end, the wretched RuJlians 
were hewn down without mercy. It muft be owned, 
indeed, (hat thi; Prudian foldiers were in a peculiar manner 
exafperated againft this enemy, bccaufe they had laid wafte 
thecountry, burned the villagts, ruined the peafants, and 
committed majiy horrid acls of barbarity, which the 
prailice of war could not aulhorifc*. The Pruffian army 

pafled 

.* Ad^tiil ofthi^cnidilfsCD-nmitfcJ hy !h:>fr bjrbinjns cannot he read 
lEhhgiillioriou.. They not only buraej a greal numberofvillasc!, bulthfy 
ravifheJ, rifl-.ci, murthcrtd, and mutilated ihr inhilBAnt!, withoot di- 
ftinflion oragc or fei, withoot any other proYOCation ot JadtemeHt thanbiniaj 
IjII and wmwnoefsufbarbaiily. They even violated the fepukhrei of the 
dead, which ha>e been held facred among the moft fivage nationi. At Ca- 
mrn and Breckhiilti they forced open Ihe gtavei and fcpulchri! tanlts, and 
fttifped the bediet of the Genitals Sthlabsrndutf and Ruin, which had been 
■<irp/./ltcd [licre. Eul the coUcdled force of their yengetnce wasdifch«e«i 
, ajaiDttCufliln, thecjpical of tbe New Marcheof Btandenbur^h, Etuated at 
t\,c conRm of the Watta and the Oder, about fifteen Engiifi. roiies frum 
■F-;T.kf"rt. The partkolari of the difafter that befell thij city art path eti- 
■ calty rf tated in the following tuti&t ftom a iettei wrilltn bj an inhabitant 
n:i (it-ivimefsi 
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paiTed the night under arms, and next morning the c; 
ade was renewed againll the enemy, who, neverthelcfs, , 
maintained that poCtion, without flinching. On the 
twenty- 

" On the thirteenth of Augiirf, about three o'clock in the afttrnoon, a 
fudden reiiort wis fprcad thai a body of Ruffian hulTars and colTack! appeared 
itiiiehcot' the little fuburb. All the people were immediately in motion, 
and [Fie whole city wa$ filled with terrour, erpeciatly as we weie certainly in- 
formed that the whole Ruffian army was aduncingftom Mefctick and Konig- 
fwalda, by the way of LandCocig. A Kenforceim^nt was immcijiat=ly feni 
to our piquet-guard in the fuborb, amounting, by this junftion, tj three 
hundred men, who were foon attacked by the enemy, and the itirmiHi laKed 
from four till ftven o'daclt in the evening. During this difputc, we coufd 
plainly perceive, fiom our ramparts and church-fteeple, feveral perfons of 
didinftion, mounted on EngliHi horfes, tecunaoltting out focliH^ation 
through ptrfpeajve glaires. They retired, however, whenourcannon began 
tafire: then our piquet took poll'effion of their former poft in the fuburb} 
and the re- enforcement we had fcnt from ihe city returned, after havinj broke 
down the bridge over the Oder. Next day Count Dohns, who commanded 
the army near Frankfort, fent in a te enfotcementof foot battalions, ten 
fquadrons, and a fmall body of hurfan, under the command of Ueutenant- 
Gcneral 'S^herlemmer. The huffats and a body of dragoon! were added to 
the pli]uetof the Utile fuburb: the four battjiiuns pitched their tenn on 
the Anger, between the fuburb and the fottiticstion ; and die left of the 
dragoons remained in the field, tocover the long fuburb. Gmersl Scherlem- 
met, attended by our governor. Colonel Schuck, went with > fmall party to 
oh(erve the enemy ; but were obliged to retire, and were purfued by the 
coffacks to the walls of the city. Between four and fi« o'clock neit morn- 
ing the poor Inhahitantt were roufed from their fleep by the noife of the 
cannon, intermingled with the difmal fluiekj and hideous yellings of the 
colTackg belonging to the RuOian army. Alarmed at this horrid noife, I 
afcended the church fteeplc, from whence I beheld the whole plain, eitend- 

out light horfe, fupported by the infantf;-, engaged indifterent places with 
their iriegulari. At eight I defcried a bod^of the enemy's infantry, whofc 
nan eonfifted of font or five thoofand men, advancing towards the TiWeyard, 
in the ne:ghbourhoad of which they had laifed occalional batteries in the prei- 
ceding evening: from the fe they now played on our piquet-guard and hutfars, 
who were obliged to retire. Then they fired, en ritotbn, on the tents and 
baggage of the four battalions encamped on the Anger, who were alfo com- 
pelledto [cEteat. Having thus cleared the environs, they threw into the city 
fuch a number of bombs and red-hot bn tie ts, that by nine in the morning it 
■ was felon fire in three different places; and the ftteecs beingnarrow, burned 
withfuch fury, that all our endeavours to eitinguiOi it proved ineficflual. 
At this time the whole itmofphere appeared like a (hower of fiery rain and 
hail; and the miferablc inhablunts thought of nothing but faving their livei 
by running into the open fields. The whole place was filled with tWrrour and 
confternation, - 
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BOOK tventy-feventh, they fecmed determined to hazard anochsr 
"*; a£tton, and even attack the conquerors: infteadofad- 
,jj8. vancing, however, they took the route of Landiberg; 

but 

tODfternliomnirefoundedwiththe Oiiiekj of women and cliildren', who ran 
about in thcutmoli i'lOiiQioo, expolcd ro (he diol: and the bamb-Iticlla, which, 
burfting, tore in piecfseveiy thing that ftood in theitwjy. Ai I led my wife, with 
a young child in her arms, and drove the rtlt of m; chil'ditn and ferrants half 
naked before me, thofe. inAtumcnts of death and devaftation fell about ui 
like hail ; but, by the mercy of God, we all efcaped unhurt. Nothing could 
be mote melancholy and alleging than a light of the wretched people, flying 
in crouds, and leaving their all behind, while they rent the Btj with their 
lamentations. Many women of diltinflion I faw without Hioes and flock- 
Engs, and almolt without clothes, who had been roufed Irom their beds, and 
tanout naked into the ftreets. When my fjitjlly had reached the open plain 
I endiavoured to return, and fare fome of my eflefls ; but I couldnot force my 
iray through a multitude of people, thronging out at the gate, fome fick 
and bed-riddCD petfons bein| carried on horfeback and in carriages, and othen 
conveyed on the backs of their friends, through a moft dreadful fceae of ' 
horrour and defalation. Agreat number of f^nnilies from the open countrj-, 
*nd defenfclefs towni in Pruflia and Pomerania, had come hither for 
ihelur with their mofl galuable elfeas, when the RuiSani lirlt entered the 
king's territories. Thefe, as well as the inhabitants, are aU ruined j and 
many, who a few days ago polTeired conliderable wealth, aie now reduced to 
the utmoft indigente. The neighbouiing towns and villages were fooa 
crouded with the people of Cullrin ; the roads were Slled with objedi of 
mifety : and nothing was feen but nalcednefa and defpairi nothing heard 
but the cries of hunger, fear, and diftrsflion. For mj own part, I ftayed all 
night at Colti, and then proceeded for Berlin. Cuftiin is now a heap of 
ruins. The great magazine, the governor's houfc, the church, the palace, 
the [lore and artillery houfes, in a word, the old and new [owos, the fuburbi, 
and all the bridges, were reduced to alhes : nay, after the afliet were defltoy- 

all the colleges, together with the archives of the country, were totally con- 
fumed, together with a prodigious magaiine of corn and flour, valued aD 
fome millions of crowns. The cannon in the arfenal were all melted; *nd 
the loaded bombs and cartridges, with a large quantity of gunpowder, went 
off at once with a moll hotiible exploiian. A great number of the inhabi- 
' tanls are miffrng, fuppofed to have periflied in the flame), or under the ruins of 
thehoules, or tohavebeenfuffacated In fubterianeoua vaults and caverns, to 
whichthcyhad Hed for fafety!" 

Nothing could be mote inhuman, or contrary to thepraSIce of a generom 

Romans did Dot begin to batter the fojtifitalions until all the teil of tie pUa 
wasdeftroyed. In the coutfe of this campaign, theRuflian colTacki atefaid 

and wastooly buCchctcd above two ihsufand defenleleli women and duMrea. 
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but afcerwards turned ofF towards Vieizel, and pofteil '^^v^' 
thcmfeJves between the river. Warta and that village. ,__,, _'.,_, 
Immediately after the battle. General Fermer*, who had iTS^- 
leceived a flight wound in the action, fent a trumpet, wUh 
a letter to Lieu ten ant-General Dohna, defiring a fuf- , 
-penfion of arms for two or three days to bury the dead> 
9iid take care of the wounded ; and prefenting to l]>s 
Pruflian Majefty the humble requeft of General Browne, 
who was much weakened with the lofs of blood, that he 
jnight have a paUport, by virtue of which he could be re- 
moved to a place where he JhouM find fuch accommodation 
as his Gtuacion required. In anfwer to this meJTage, 
.Count Dohna gave the RulHan general to underAand, 
that as his Pruflian Majeflry remained mafter of the field, 
he would, give the neceffary orders for interring the dead, 
and taking care of the wounded on both fides : he refufed 
a fufpcnfion of arms, but granted the requell of General 
Browne ; and concluded his letter, by complaining of the 
outrages which the Ruffian troops Hill continued to com- 
mki in pillaging and burning the King's villages. 

§ XXXVi. The King of Pruffia had no footier re- 
pulfed the enemy in one quarter than his prefence was re- 
(]uired in another. When he quitted Bohemia, Marefchal 
Paun, at the bead of the Autlrian army, and the Prince 
de Deuxponts, who commanded the forces of the empire, 
advanced to the Elbe, in order to furround the King's 
brother Prince Henry, who, without immediate fuccour, 
would not have been able topreferve his footing in Saxony. 
The PrufEan monarch, therefore, determined to fupport 
him with all polCble expedition. In a few days after the 
battle, he began his march from Cuftrin with are-enforce- 
.ment of twenty-four battalions and great part of his ca- 
valry, and purfued his route with fuch unwearied diligence, 
that by the fifth day of September he reached Torgau, and 

Sach monllen of birbaritj ou|ht En be eiduded from all the priwlEgei of 
human nitiin', ini hunted down as wild bcaft), without piry or cclTatian. 
'Mrhat Infamy ought thdfi: poncn ta incur, who employ and enCDuia^e Tuch 
VatklETs biibariani I 

* General Fermer wai of Scottilb atn&, and Genual Browoc tSOitUj a 
Mti« of Noith-Biiuin, 
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on the eleventh joined his brother. Marefchal Dailti h'ad 
, pofted himfelf at Stolpen, to the eaftward of the Kibe, ifi 
order to prefctve an eafy comtnunication with the army of 
the empire bttCamped in the neighbourhood of Koning^ 
ftein, to favour the operations of General Lacdohn, wh6 
had advanced through the Lower Lufatia to the frontiers 
of Brandenburgh ; to make a diterfion froiri the fouthem 
parts of Silefia, where a body of Auftrian ttoopS a3ed un- 
der the coiftmaiid of the Genefals Haarache and De ViJIe; 
and to interrupt the communication between Prince HcnrJ 
and the capital of SaXony. On the fifth day of Septem- 
ber, the garrifon in the ftrong fortrefs of Koningftern fur- 
rendered themfelves prifoners of V/ar^ after a very feeWfc 
refiftatice, to the Prince de Deuxponts, who forthwith 
took pofkfllon of the ftrortg camp at Prrna. When the 
King of Pruffia, theteforc, arrived at Drtfden, he found the 
army of the empire in this poficior), and Marefchal Dauti 
in a flill ftronger fituation at Stolpen, ,vfith bridges of 
communication thrown over the Elbe, fo that he cOuW not 
attack them with any profpefl of advantage. He had a6 
other refolution to take but that of endeavouring to cut 
them off from fupplies of provifion, and with thij view he 
marched to Bautzen, which he occupied. This motion 
obliged the Auftrian general to quit his camp at Stolpen, 
but he chofe another of equal ftrenth at Libau, yet hi 
afterwards advanced to Rittlitz, that he might be at hand 
to feife the firft favourable occafibn of executing the re^ 
folution he had formed to attack the Pruffians. The King 
having detached General Ratzow on his left, to take pof- 
feSBon of Weiflenberg, marched forwards with the body of 
his army, and pofted himfelf in the neighboufhood of 
Hochkirchen, after having diflodged the Auftrians froni 
thatvillage. Matters were now brought to ftich a delicate 
crifis, that a battle feemed inevitable, and equally defired 
by both parties, as an event that would determine whether 
the Auftrians Ihould be obliged to retreat for wintef- 
quarters into Bohemia, or be enabled to maintain their 
giound in Saxony. In this Htuation Marefchal. Daua 
refolvod 
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refolved to ail ofFenfively, and formed a fcheme for atfaclc- .CHAP, 
ing the right flank of the Pruffians by furprife. This , .1 f 
meafure was fuggefted to him by an overfight of the -lysS. ■' 
PrulBans, who had neglected to occupy the heiglits that " "■ 
commaQded the village of Hocfikirchen, which was only 
guarded by a few free companies. He determined to take 
the advantage of 2 very dark night, and to employ the 
. flower of his whole army on this important fer^e, wsjl 
knowing, that flioulJ they penetrate through [h^ffaiil: oT . 
the enemy, the whole Pruffiati army would be difcon- 
certed, and in all probability entirely ruined. Having 
taken his meafures with wonderful fecrefy and circum'- 
fpeilion, the troops began to move in the night between- 
the thirteenth and fourteenth of Odlober, favoured by a 
thick fog, which greatly increafed the darknefs of the 
night. Their firft care was to take poITeflion of the hill 
(hat commanded Hochkirchen, from whence they poured 
down upon the village, of which they took poflelEon, 
after having cut in pieces the free companies polled there. 
Theaflion began in this quarter about four in the morn- 
ing, and continued feveral hours with great fury, for, not- 
withftanding the impetuous efforts of the Auftrian troops, 
^nd the confufion occafioned among the PruiSans by the 
furprife, a vigorous ftand was made by fome general offi- 
cers, who, with admirable expedition dnd prefencc of 
mind, aflembled and arranged the troops as they could 
take to their arms, and led them up to the attack without 
diSl.indlion of regiment, place, or precedence. While the 
a^ion was obftinately and defperately maintained in this 
place, amiiift all the horrours of darknefs, carnage, and 
confuGon, the King being alarmed, exerted all his per- 
fonal aiftivity, addrcfs, and recoHeflionj in drawing re- 
gularity, from diforder, arranging the different corps, 
altering pofitbns, re-eriforcing weak pofta, encouraging 
the fottiiery, and Oppofing the efforts of the enemy j for 
although they made their chief impreffion upon the right, 
I^y the village of [Jdchkirchen, Marefchal Daun, in order 
to-^ividetheatttetion of thc'King, made another attack 
Vol. IV. ■ Z' upon 
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BOO It upon the left, which was with difficulty fuflained, aiii) 

. ' . efledually prevented him frtm fending re- enforcements 
i7jt. to the right, where Marcfchal Keith, under the greateft 
difadvantages, bore the brunt of the enemy's chief endea- 
vours. Thus the battle raged till nine in the morning, 
when this gallant officer was ihot through the heart. 
Prince Francis of Brunfwictc had met with the fame fate'; 
Prince ^faurice of Anhalt was wounded and taken |irt- 
foner, ind many others were either flain or difabJed. 
As the right wing had been furprifed, the tents comi^iued 
Handing, and greatly embarralTcd them in their defenfe. - 
The foldiers had never been properly drawn up in order j 
the enemy ftiti perfevereil in their attack with fucceffiwe 
re-eiiforcemencs and redoubled refolution ; and a confr- 
derable {laughter was made by their artillery, which ibey 
had brought up to the heights of Hochkirchen. All thefe 
circumftances concurring, could not fail to increafe the 
confufion and difafter of the Pruflians ; (b that about ten 
the King was obliged to retire to Dubrefchutz, with the 
lol's of fevcn thoufand men, of all his tents, and part of . 
his baggage. Nor had the Aullrian general much caufe 
to boaft of his viiSory. His lofs of men was pretty near 
equal to that of the Pruflian monarch ; and, whatever 
reputation he might have acquired in foiling thatenier- 
prifmg prince, certainly his defign did not take effcA fn 
its full extent, for the pruflians were next day in a condi- 
tion to hazard another engagement. The King of Pruffia 
had fuftained no damage which he could not eafily repair, 
except the death of Marefchal Keith, which was doubt* 
'lefs an irreparable misfortune** 

§ XXXVII. 

• A) verj little notice ww t»ken. In the dttiil pulIiHted by auihoritj, 
of anjpjft which ihii great man aaed b the batUc of Hochkirchen, in4 a 
icport WIS induftiioully circuhttd in thii kiaidom, ttiat he wai furprilediit 
bi) tent, naked, and half lOeep, we think it the duC; of i cudid hiftoiiaow 
vindicate his memory and repuudon innn the foiJ i^c[£oo tlirsvm by tbe 
peifidiousand illibe«l hand of cnvinui malice, or the contriwd to rcrceafome 
other chiraaerfram the imputation of nifcondna. Thii (aflcwt arc enaUei 
to peifonn by a gentleman of tandoor and un4oabted cndit, who loamed tbe 
. fillpwiag Faillculut at BuJin ttan»i*thf tlut wai t7c-wittw& of thi whili 
VanCifttM. 
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^ XXXVII. Hia Pruffijh M^cfly remained , witfi his ^V*** 

■i Sfmy ten- days at Dobrefchiici, during which be end»- ,_ ' ^ 

VolJred to bririg the AuftHahs t.P a f^totid engagement, but i7jS, 
Z 2 Cbiint 

tranfaai'on. J'leld-MaicfcSid Kftlth,, who ajriWd in Hie cantp tbe very day 
thar pncsded th« battle, difappiored of ihe liiuation of the PnilTian army, aoj 
lemonltrattd to tlie King on that fubjtit. In conlequence of liis advice, il 
certain general waa Tent wl:h i detachilenc to talce poflediori of tlie Eelgfita , 
that commanded the viLligct df-Hochkirchtn j but by (ome.fit£tj he mif- 
fcarried. Marefchil Keith wn not in any tent; hut lodged with ttince FtM.' 
tit of Branlwkk; in a hpuf^ bcloa|ing to a Saxon major, ^hen theliiit 
alarm wDgivenia theniglit, lie iiilianilymouated his horfe, iRembled a My 
of the neatell troops, and marched 6mQlj lo the p1dc« thlr Wai kttackeji 
The AiiAtiani Had taken poHeHiaa df the hill which tHe Pniffian officer waa 
lentlo occupy, and thii they forlilieii with cannon : then they made them- 
felrei malUn of the vllli^ in which the fite companiei of AngineUi ha'4 
becnpoIUd. Marcfchdl Keith iiniTiediately conceived the delign of the Alt* 
.'Jftrian ^(nerall and knowing theimporlance of thii plicci thither diivfled an 
his eflbrti. . He In perTori led on the troop i to the attack of the Tillage^ fran 
whence he droye the enemy ; but bdaf overpowered by nutiiberi continually- , 
pouring down from the billi, be wit obJiged to r^dre in Hit tut^. ite talliol 
tiisnien, returned to the charge, and regained poUefflDa of iHd plli:e<: beinf 
again tepiilftd by frelh r^entbrcetnenli of the enemy, be mjide inoiher eflbrt, 
iianredtfa^.viUageii third timej ai)d Andiiig it untenable; ordend it to be lie 
emfiie^ That ije kept the Aultriaht at bay, and inaiiitaineii adefperate coii' 
iia agaliintlie flower of the Abftriliharmyi IVamfbur in the morning till nine, 
wheiitbePrufliani weM fornled, and begen to flic oil' In their retreat. During 
the wHoIb difputt hetallied Ae (roopt in perfbnj charged at their held, and 
eRpofed jiiilifein the botteft of a dreadful fire, like a private captain of gren a - 
aieri. He founJjt neten'aty to exert hlmfeirih thii tDaiiner; the better to 
h:aiDVithel>adeffeaiof theconfufiohtbiil prevailed, i>n[) in order to Inrpiric 
thetroopsto their atmoftexerdon by his voice, preTence, and exam pie. Even 
when dangerouEly wounded^ at eight ia the morning, He refufed to quit tha 
iield j bulcantiniied ti lignalife tiimfelf in the midit of tH<- carbaje vhtil ninij, 
iVheii he leceiveii a fetiond Oiot Ih his bteaR, and fell fpeechlefi into the arini 
of Mr! Tibay, an ZriglllK toliinticr, wKo had attended hiih during th« whoie 
campaign. This gentleman i wlio was likewiTe wounded; applied to a Prulfian . 
im<xk for a flie of men to remove the marefcha); being uncertain whether he 
was entirely deprived of life, ilis requelt wit granted J but tlie foidiers, ill 
Advancing id thefpotj were countermanded by another offlcek He afler«iriJi 
Ipokcon the fame fiiUjeft tionedf the Prufliin gtritilli, a German printi, u 
hechaneedtopariohhorfelJack: wh^n Mr; Tib ay tit Id him the Geld-maicT- 
chal was lyingwdundrd on the field, healked if hi> wounds were mortal{ and 
the otfier anrwerinj he wHs afraid tlicy were; the prince fliruggtd up hit ffiOBl- 
iiert, and todboffWitholit further qu-m™. The body of this great officer, 
brills thus liiamefiilly abandoned. Wis foon Jlripprd by the Auflrian flrigglrrs, 
tad lay eipofcd and undiltinguilhid on tb< Geld of battl<> la Ms fltaiiian ir 
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BOOK Count Daun aeclined the invitation,' and kept his forces 
advantagcoufly pofted on eminences planted with artillery. 
His aim having been fruftrated at Hochkirchcn> where 
be fought with many advantages on his fide, he would 
not hazard another battle upon equal terms, with fuch an 
ent'erprifing enemy, rendered more vigilant by the check 
he had received, already rc-enforced from the army of 
Prince Henry, and eager for an opportunity (o retrieve 
the laurel which had been fnatched from him by the 
wiles of ftratagem, rather than by the hand of valour. 
Count Daun having nothing more to hope from the adive 
operations of his own army, contented himfelf with 
amufing the Pruffian monarch in Lufatia, while the Au- 
ftrian generals, Harfchc and De Vilk, Ihould profecute 
the reduction of Neifsand Cofel, in Silvia, which they 
now aftually invefled. As the Prullian monarch could 
not fparc detachments to oppofe every different corps of 
his enemies that adted againft him in different parts of his 
dominions, be refolved to make up in ai^ivity what he 
wanted in number, and if poifibie to raife the fieg* of 
Neifs in perfon. With this view he decamped from Dob- 
refchutz, and in fight of the enemy marched to Gorlitz 
without the leaft interruption. From thence he proceeded 
towards Sllefia with his ufual expedition, notwithftanding ■ 
alt the endeavours and a£tivity of General Laudohn, who 
harraflcd 
was perceived Ky Count Lafti, Ton of the Beneral rf lliit name, wlci whom 
Marcfcfail KeLth had ferved in RulTii. This young •ount had been the 
marelchal'8 pupil, and revered him ai his miiiury father, thoughemployed io 
theAuftriinfervicc. Herecognircd ihebodyby iheiargeftar of a dangeroai 
wound, which Ctneral Keith had received in his thigh at the fiege of Odtia- 
coiv, and could not help burfting into teats to fee his honoured mjftet thus ex- 
tended at hi. feet, anakedjlifelefi, and deferted corpfc. He forth wi Ih raufed 
the body to be covered, and interred. It was afterwards taken up, and di- 
■cCTitly buried by the curate of Hochtirchen } and, finaliy, removed to BerBn by 
order of the King of Prulha, who beftowed upon it thofe funeral honours 
that were due to the dignified rank and trinfcendent merit of the de- 
wafed i merit fo unlverfally acknowledged, that even the Saxins lamented 
him as their beft friend and patron; who protefled them froni violence and 
outrage, cvtn while he aflei * principal patt in fubjeaiDg them to ths domiiuaB 
of hi; fovenign; " ' 
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harraffed the rear of the Pruflians, and gained fomc petty chap. 
advantages over them. Count Daun not only fent this '_ , 

detached corps to retard them in their march, biit at the J75S. 
fame time, by another route, detached a ftrong re-enforce- 
ment to the array of the befiegers. in the mean time, 
having received intelligence that the army of Prince Henry 
in SaKony was confidcrably weakened, he himfelf marched 
thither, in hopes of expelling the Prince from that country, 
and reducing the capital in the King's abfence. Indeed,' 
his defigns wereftili more extenfive,for he propofed to re- 
duce Dfefden, Leipfick, and Torgag at the fame time; 
the firft with the main body under his owndireiSion, the ' 
fecond by the army of the Empire under the Prince de 
Deuxpnnts, and the thifd by a corps under General Had- 
dick, while the forces direfled by Laudohn fiioutd ex- 
clude the King from Lufatia, In execution of this plan 
he marched direi^Iy to the Elbe, which he pafled at Pirna, 
and advanced 10 Drcfden, which he hoped wouIJ 
furrender without putting him to the trouble ofa formal 
fiege. The army of Prince Henry had already retired to 
the wellward of this capital, before the Prince So Deux- 
ponts, who had found means to cut ofF his communication 
with Leipfick, and even inverted that city. During thefc 
tranfaiSiens, General Haddick advanced againft Torgao. 
§ XXXVIII. The Field-Marefchal Count Daun ap- 
pearing on the fixth day of November within fight of 
Drefdcn, at the head offixty thoufand men, encamped 
next day at Lockowitz, and on the eighth his advanced 
troops attacked the Pruffian huffars and independent bat- 
talions, which were polled at StriefTen and Gruenewiefe. 
Count Schmettau, who commanded the garrifon, amount- 
ing to ten thouiand men, apprehenfive that, in the courfc 
of fkirmifhing, the Auftrian troops might enter the fu* 
burbspellmell, polled Colonel ItzenpHtz, with feven hun- 
<lfed men, in the redoubti that furrounded the fuburbs, 
that in cafe of emergency they might fupport the irregu- 
lars ; at the fame time, as the houfes that conftituted the 
jfHhurbi were generally fo high as to overlook the ramparts, 
2 3 , aAd 

|.,;,l,r,-l-,.GOOl^lC 



34? HISTORY OF ENGLANp. 

BOOK and command (he city, he prepared comb|ifiibles an^ 
^ / '' _f gave notice tp the magiftrates that they would be fet qr^ 
irst' fire as Toon as ai) Auftrian (hould appear within the place, 
'i'his mufl have been a dreadful declaration to the inhabi- 
tants of thefe fuburbs, lyhich compofe one of the moft 
elegant towns ip Eijrope. In thefe, houfes, which were 
generally lofty and magnificent, the fafliiqnablc an^ 
wealthy clafs q{ people rended, and here a number of ar- 
tifts carried on a variety of curipu^ manufacture;. In 
vain the magiftrates implprpd the mercy and forhearancQ 
of the Pruflian goverpour, and reprcfented, in the mod 
(ubmilHvc flrain, that as they ^cre unconpcrned in the 
war, they hoped they fliould be exempted from the hor- 
, roura of dpvaljation. In vain the roy^l family, who re- 
mained ar Dreliien, conjured him to fpare that laft refuge 
«f diftreffed royally,_ and allow them at leaft a fecurcrefi- 
^ence, fmce they were deprived of every other comfort, 
^e continued inflexible, or rather determined to execute 
the orders of hi$ mailer, which indeed he could not 
aifobpy lyith any regard to his own fafety. On the ninth 
day of November, about noon, the Auftrian vanguard at- 
tacked the advanced poft of the garrifon, repelled the 
huffars, drove the independent battalions into the fuburbs, 
and forcpd three of the redoubts, while their cannon 
played upon the town. The governour, expefliog a vi- 
gorous attack next day, rpcalled his troops within the city, 
^fter they had fet fire to the fuburbs. 'At three in the 
iporning the fignal was made for this terrible conflagra- 
tion, which in a little time reduced to afhes the beautiful 
fuburbs of Pirna, whjch bad fo lately flouriOied as thcfcaC 
of gaiety, pleafure, and the ingenious afts. Every bofon^ 
warmed with benevolence muft he aSeSed af the recital of 
fuch palamjties. It excites pot only our compafHon for 
th^ unjiappyfutlerers, but alfo our refentment againfl the; 
perpetrators of fucfi enormity. Next day Marefchal Oautf 
(ent an officer to Count Schmettau, with a meffage, ex- 
prelling his furprife at the dellru^ion of the fuburbs in a 
p^ai refidence, an a£l of inhumanity unheard of among 
^■'" § ' ' ' ' f^'riftiani^ 
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chjiftians. He dcfired to know if it was by the gover- '^^j^''* 
nout's order this meafure was taken, and aiTured him, ^_' .^- „ j 
that lie fiiould be refponfible, in his perfon, for whatever iji^- 
outrages had been or might be committed againd a place 
in which a royal family reTidcd. Schmettau gave him to 
undcrA^od that he bad orders to defend the town to the 
laft cittreauty, and that the pre fer vat ion of what remained 
depended entirely on the conduS of his excellency j for, 
fliould he think proper to attack the place, he [the gover- 
nour] would defend himfelffrom houfe to houfc, and from 
firect to Hreet, and even make bis laft elFort in the royal 
palace, rather than abandon the city. He excufed the 
dellru£tion of the fuburbs as a necelTary meafure, authu- 
rifed by the pra£lic« of war ; but he would have found it 
a. difficult taA: to reconcile this flep to the laws of eternal 
juftice* and far lefs to the didlatesof common humanity. 
Indeed, if the fcene bad happened in an enemy's country^ 
or if no other ftep could havefaved the lives and liberties of 
h)m&lf and his garrifon, fuch a defperate remedy might 
have flood cxcufed by the law of nature and of nations : 
but on this occalion be occupied a neutral city, over 
which be could excerctfe-Jio^ifher power and authority 
but that which he derived from illegal force and violence ; 
nor was he at all reduced to the necelTiiy of facrihcing the 
place to his own fafety, inafmuch as he might have re* 
tired unmolefled, by virtue of an honourable capitulation, 
which however he did not demand. Whether the pe- 
remptory order of a fuperior will, in fore ean/dentiir, juftify 
an officer who hath committed an illegal or inhuman 
a^ion, is a queftion that an Englifli reader will fcarcB 
leave to the determination of a German cafuift with one 
hundred and fifty thoufatid armed men in his retinue. Be 
thisasit will, Mr- Ponickau, the Saxon niinilVer, imme- 
diately after this tragedy was ait^, without waiting for 
his maker's orders, prefented a memorial to the Diet of 
the Empire, complaining of it aa an a^ion refervcd for the 
hidory of the war which the King of PruHia had kindled 
IP Germany, to be tianfmitted to future ages. He af- 
Z 4 firmed:, 
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BOOK firmeH, that, in execution of Scmettau's orders the foldiers 
,_ '- ' , j hail difpe'rfed ihemfeli'cs in the fireets of the Pirna and 
ijjg. Witchen fiiburbs, broke open' the houfes and (hops, fet 
fire to the combjftibles, added frefh fuCl; and then ftut 
thedoors; that the violence of the flames was kept up by 
red-hot balls fired into the houfes, and along the Areets j 
that the wretched inhabitants, who forfook their burning 
hdufes, were flain by the fire of the cannon and fmajl arms ; 
that thofe who endeavoured to fave their perfons and effefls 
Wffepuflieddown and deftrpjed by the bayonets OfthePruf- 
fian foldiers, polled in the fireeis for that purpofe : he enu- 
merated particular inftances of inhuman barbarity, and de- 
clared that a great number of people perifiied, cither 
athidft thefiames, or under the. ruins of the houfes. The 
defiruflion of two hundred and fifty elegant houfes, and 
tfie total ruin of the inhabitants, were circuiiiftances in 
themfelves fo deplorable, as to need nq aggravation ; but 
theaccount of the 'Saxon minifler was fhamefully exagge- 
rated, and all the particular inftarfccs of cruelty falfe in 
mszx^ circumftance. Baron Plotho, the minifier of Bran- 
denbur^h, did not fail to anfwer every article of the Saxon 
memorial, and refute the particulars therein alledged, in. 3 
fair detail, authenticated by certificates under the hands 
ofthe magiftrates, judges, and principal inhabitants of 
. Drefden. The moll extraordinary part of this defenfe or 
Vindication was the coticlufion, in which the Baron fo- 
lemnly aflured the Diet, that the King of'Pruffia, from 
his great' Jove to mankind, always felt the grealeft emotion 
of foil], and the moft exquifite concern, at the efFufion of 
blood, the devaflation of^ities and countries^ and the hor- 
•rours of war, by which fo many thoufand feljow creature? 
were overwhelmed ; and that if his fincere and honeft 
inclination to procure peace to Germany, his dear coun- 
try, had met with the leaft regard, the prtfent war, at- 
tended with fuch bloodflied and defolation, would have 
been prevented and avoided. He, therefore, declared that 
thofc who excited the prefent troubles, who, inllead of 
extinguifliing, threw oil upon the flames, ■ mult an- 
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Twer to God for the feaaof blood that had beed, and would CH ap. 
be (hed, for the devaftation of fo many countries, and the ■ ^ ^ 

entire ruin of fo many innocent individuals. Such de- i7jS. 
clarations coft nothing to thofe hardened politicians, wha,/ 
feeiing no internal checlt, are determined to facrifice every , 
confideration to the motives of rapacity and ambicioh. . It ' 
would be happy, however, for mankind, were princes . 
taught to believe that there is really an omnipotent and • 
all-judging power, that will exa£t a fevere account of' 
their condud, and puniOilhem for their guilt, without any 
refpedl to their perfons ; that pillaging a w ole people is 
more cruel than robbing a ftngle perfon ; and that the 
malTacre of thoufands is, at leaft, as ciiminal as private . 
murther. 

§ XXXiX, While Count Daun wasempltiyed in making 
a fruitlefs attempt upon the capital of Saxony, the King of 
Frufiia proceeded in his march toNeifG, which was comr- 
pletely inverted on the third day of OQober, The opera- 
tions of the fiege were carried on with great vigour by the 
Auftrian general, -De Harfche, and the place was as vi- 
goroufly defended by the PrulEan govcrnour, Thefkau,' 
till the iirlt day of November, when the Pruffian mo-. 
narch approached, and obliged the befiegers to abandon 
their enterpriie. M. de Harfche having raifed the fiege, 
the King detached General Fooquct with a body of troops 
acrofa the river Neifs, and immediately the blockade of 
Cofel was likewife abandoned. De Harfche retired to Bo- 
hemia, and De Ville hovered about Jagernfdorf. The 
fortrefs of Neifs was no fooner relieved than the King of 
Pruflia began his march on his return to Saxony, where 
his immediate prefence was required. At the fame time, - 
the two bodies under the Generals Dohna and Wedel 
penetrated by different routes into that country. The 
fortaier had been left at Cuftrin, to watch the motions of 
theRuiBans, who had by this time retreated to the Vidula, 
and even croffed that river at Thorri, and the other had, 
(luring the campaign, obfcrved the Swedes, who had now 
entirely evacuated the Pniffian territories, fo that Wedel 
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BOOK wag at liberty to co-opcratc with the King in Saxony, 

. ' J He accordingly marched to Torgan, the fiegc of which 
i7jS, had been undertaken by the Auflrian general, Haddick, 
who was repulfed by Wedel, and even purfued to the 
neighbourhood of Eulenbourg. Wedel, being afterwards 
joined by Dohna, drove him from thence with confiderablc 
lots, and then raifed the liege of Leipfidc. M^aii while, 
the King profecuted his march towards the capital 
pf Saxony, driving before him the body of Audriaa 
troops, under Laudohn, who retreated to Zittau. On th? 
tenth day of November Count Daun retired from Drefden, 
and with the arpiy of fhe Empife fel) back towards fio- ' 
hernia {. aad on the twentieth the King arrjved in that 
jcity, where he approved of the governour's condufl. The 
Riiflian general forefeeiog that he Oiould not be able to 
rnainlain his ground during the winter in I'omerania, u(i- 
lefe he could fecure fOme fea-porC on the Baltick, by which 
he might be fupplied with provifions, detached General 
Falmbach, with 6f(een thoufand men, to befiege the town 
ofCoiberg, an inconfirjerable place, very meanly foitilied. 
It was accordingly inverted on the third day of Odlpberj 
but the befiegers wore either fo ill provided with proper 
implements, oir fo little acquainted with operations of 
this nature, that [he gatrifon, though feeble, maintained 
the place againft all their attacks for fix-and twenty days j 
at the expiration of which they abandoned their cntcr- 
prife, and cruelly ravaged the open country in their re- 
treat. Thus, by the aaivity and valour of the PruiBati 
monarch, t>)^ generals, antj officers, fix fieges were raifetl 
ajmofl at the fame period, namely, thofeyf Colbcrg, Neifs, 
Cofel, Torgau, Leipfick, and Drefden, 

§ Xi" The variety of fortune which the King of 
Fruffia experienced in the courfe of this campaign was very 
remarkable;' but the fpirit of his condnfl, and the ra-r 
pidity of his motioijs, were altogether with otic example. 
]n the former campaign we were dazzled with thcluflre of 
his viftories ; in this we admire his fortitude and Ikill in 
ftemming the different torrents of adyeriity, and rifing; 
fuperioif 
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^pcrior to his evil fortune. One can hardlf without crap. 
aftonifliment recollect, that in the cqurfe of a few months . "^; . 
he invaded Moravia, iqvefled Olmutz, and was obliged to 17^;. " 
relinquifh that defign ; that he marched through an ene* 
iny's country, in the face of a great army, which, though 
it harraffed him in his retreat, could not, in ft route of an 
hundred miles, obtain any advantage over him j that, in 
fpite of hJE difafler at Olmutz, and the difliculties of fucb 
a march, he penetrated into Bohemia, drove the enemy 
from Koningfgratz, executed another dangerous and fa- 
tiguing march to the Oder, defeated a great army of Ruf- 
fians, and returned hy the way of Saxony, from whence he 
drove the Auflcian and Imperial armies ; that after bis dc- 
, feat at Hochkirchen, where he loH two of his heft generals, 
and was obliged to leave his tents (landing, he baffled the 
vigilance and fuperior number of the vidorious army,- 
rufliedlikea whirlwind to the relief of Sileha, invaded by 
an Auftrian army, which be compelled to retire with pre-i 
cipitation from that province i that, with the fame rapidity 
pf motion, he wheeled about to Saxony, and once more 
refcucd it from the hands of his adverfaries ; that in one 
campaign he made twice the circuit of his dominions, re- 
lieved them all in their turns, and kept all his pbllcffiona 
entire again ft the united efibrts of numerous armies, con- 
dufted by generals of confummate fkill and undaunted 
refolution. His character would have been lUll more 
complete, if his moderation had been equal to his courage ; 
but in this particularwe cannot applaud his conduA, In* 
eenfed by the pcrfecuting fpirit of his enemies, he wreaked 
bis vengeance on thofe who had done him no injury ; and 
the cruelties which the Ruffians had committed in hit 
dominions were retaliated upon the unfortunate inha- 
{)itants of Saxony. In the latter end of September, th« 
prcfident of the Pruffiao military diredlory fent a letter to 
the magi Urates ofLeipfick, requiring them in the King's 
|iame to pay 2 new contribution of, fix hundred thoufand 
powns, and to begin immediately with the payment of 
gne-tbird part, on pain of miliury execution. In anfwer 
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ta this demand the magiftraies reprcfented that the city 
, having been cxhaufted by the enormous contributions 
already railed, was ablblutely incapable of furnifhing fur- 
ther fupplies ; that the trade was ftagnatal and ruineti, 
and the inhabitants fo impovcrilbed, thai they could no 
longer pay the ordinary taxes. This remonftrance made 
no impreHion. At five in the morning the PrulBan fol- 
diers aflembled, and were pofted in all the flreeis, fquares, 
market places, csemcteries, towers, and fleeples ; then the 
gates being fhut, jnordor to exclude the populace of the 
fubiirbs from the cityj the fenators were bcought into the 
town-hall, and accoftcd by General Haufs, who told theai 
the king his matter wouM have money; land if they re- 
fufed to part with it the city fliouid be plundered. To 
this peremptory addrefs. they replied t» diiieScfl: '* W-e 
*,' havet)omc«emoney— we havenochingleftbucljfie; and 
" we recommend ourfelves to the King's mercy." In 
confetfuence of tfcis declaration, difpofitions were made for 
giving up the city to be plundered. Cannon were planted 
in all the ftreecs, the inhabitants Were ordered to renuia 
within doorss ^nd every houfe refounded wiifa difmal crie« 
aiwl Untentacions. The dreaded pillage, however, w»» 
GoniiBrced into a regular exaclioa. A party ^ (bldiers, 
Gommanded by a fubaltem, went from honfe to houfe, 
figkifying to every burgher that he fbonld produce all his 
fpecic, on pain of immediate pillage and mafTacre; and 
ej/cry inhabitant delivered up his all without further hefi- 
tBtion. About fix in the evening, the foldters retsmed to 
their qmiters ; but the Wiagiftraies were detained in con- 
finement, and all the citieens were overwhelmed with grief 
and CDitfternation. Happy Britain, who kaowdl fuck 
grievances only by report ! When the King oi Pruffia 
ftrft entered Saxony, at the beginning of the war, he de- 
dated he had no defign to make a conqucft of that elefto- 
r«tc, but only to keep it as a depofitum for the fecurity of 
his own dominions, until he could oblige his enemies to 
acquiefce in reafonahle terms of peacej but upon his laft 
arrival' stDiefden he adopted a new refolution- In th<i 
begionipg 



U^ii 



G E O R G E 11. 34.9 

beginning of December the Pruffian diredory of war chap- 

iflued a docree to the deputies of the ftates of the decorate, ^ ^ ." ^^ 
demanding a certain quantity of flour and forage, accord- 1758. 
ing to the convention formecly fetiled ; at the fvtic time 
fignifyiag, that though the King of Pruilialiad hitherto 
treated the electorate as a country taken under his fpecial 
protedlion, the face of affairs was now changed in fuch z 
manner, that for the future he would confider it in no 
other light than that of a conquered country. The 
Ruffians had feifed in Pruflia all the eftates and effeds 
belonging to the King's oiHcers : a retaliation was now 
made upon ihe efTeiSts of the Saxon oSicers who feryedia 
the Ruffian army. Seals were put on all the cabinets con- 
taining papers belonging to the privy- coun fell ofs of his 
Foliih Majedy, and they themfelves ordered to depart for 
Warfaw at a very fliort warning. Though iJie city had 
been impoverilbed by former exaftions, and very lately 
fubjeifted to military execution, the King of Pruffia de- 
manded frefti contributions, and even extorted them by 
dint of feverities that Ihock humanity. He furrounded 
the exchange with foldiers, and confining the merchants 
to ftraw-beds and naked apartments, obliged them to 
draw bills for very large fums on their foreign corre- 
fpondents : a method of proceeding much more fuitablc 
to the defpotifm of a Per&an fophi towards a conquered 
people who profefled a different faith, than reconcileable 
to the character of a proteftant prince towards a peaceable 
nation of brethren, with whom he was connected by' the 
common tics of neighboutbood and religion. Even if they 
had a£ted as declared enemies, and been fubdued.with 
arms in their hands, the exceffes of war on the fide of the 
conqueror ought to have ceafed with the hoftilities of the 
conquered, who, by fubmitting to his fway, would. have 
become his fubje^s, and in that capacity had a claim to 
hisL protei^ion. To retaliate upon the Saxons, who had 
efpoufed no quarrel, the barbarities committed by the 
Ruffians, with whom he was aftually at war, and to treat 
Ma conquered province a neutral country, which his ene- 
~ ■ " tnies 
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mies had entcrtd by violence, and been obligirf to tvacuate 
, by force of arms, was i fpecies of condiidt founded oh pr^ 
tences ft-hich overturn all right, and tonfotind all ti^afon^ 
§ XLI. Having recorded all th« tranfaftiohs of tUC 
caihpiign, rticcpt thofe in which the Swedes were coii- 
Cerned, it how rbmaihs that we Ihould partlcularile \Vc 
prbgrefs which was tnade in Pomerania by the troops at 
ihat nation, under tht corhmand of Courit Hamiltoii, W<: 
have aJready bbferVed, that in the bisginning of the yeiir tKe 
Pruffian general, Lehwald, had compelled them to evacu- 
ate the whol^ province, except Stralfund, which was liklj- 
wifif inverted. This, iti all [>robabilityi would have been 
beficged in form, had not Lehwald refighed the colniiiai^ 
of the Pruffians, on account 6f his great age and infirmi- 
ties, and his fucceflbr Count Dohna been obliged to with- 
draw his troops, in order to oppofe the Ruffian army on 
the other fide of Pomerania. The blockade of Stralfund 
being conftquently raifed, and that part of the country 
entirely evacuated by the Pruflians, the Svfedifli troop* 
advanced again f^om the ifle of Rugen, to which they bad 
retired : but the fupplicS and re- enforcements they e<. 
pcfled from Stockholm were delayed in fuch a mannef j 
either from a deficiency inthefubfidiel promlfedbyFrancej 
ot from the management of thofe who were averfc to the 
war, that grtat part of the ftafon was elapfed before they 
tiiidertook any Jtiipbrtaht fcnterprife. Indeedj t/hUe thtf 
lay encamped under the cahhon of Sttalfund, waiting ft^ 
thefe fupplies, their operations were retarded by the ex- 
J)tofioii of a whole Ihip-Ioad of gunpowder intended for 
their life ; an ^vent imputed to the praftites of the PrufflaM 
party in Sweden, which at this period fecmed to gafli 
ground, and even threatened & change in the ininiftt^. 
At length the re-ehforcement arrived about tbe latter end 
bf Jtitic, ind their general feemed determiiicd td A£t witH 
Vigour, In the beginning of July, his army bcihgpatin 
tnotion, he Tent a detachmtnt to diflodge the few Praffiah 
troops that were left at Anclam, Demmin, ahd other 
places, td guard that frontier ; and the^ retreated accord- 
ingly, 
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•ingly. Count Hamilton hawing nothing further to op- CHap. 
pofe him in the field, in a very little time'recovered all Swe- ' . 

difh Pomerania, and even made hot incurlions into the 17^. 
Pruffian territories. Meanwhile, 3 combined fleet of thirty- 
three Ruffian and feven Swedifh fhips of war appeared in 
the Bahick, and anchored between the iHands of Dragoe 
andAmagh; but they neither landed troops, nor conl- 
mitted hoflilitics. The Swedifli general advanced as far 
as Fehrbellin, fcnt out parties that raifed contributi(Hi3 
within fivc-and- twenty miles of Berlin, and threw the in- 
habitants of that capital into the utmofl con Hern at ron. 
The King ofPruflia, alarmed at their progrefs, defpatched 
General Wedel from Drefden, with a body of troops that 
were augmented on their march ; fo that, on the twen- 
tieth of September, he found himfelf at Berlin with eleven 
thoufand efFedtive men, at the head of whom he proceeded 
againft Count Hamilton, while the Prince of Bevern, with 
iive thoufand, advanced on the other fide fromStetin. At 
their approach, the Swedifh commander retired, after 
having left a garrifon of fourteen hundred men at Fehrbel- 
lin, in order to retard the Pruflians, and fecure the retreat 
ofhisarmy. Theplacewas immediatelyattackcd by Ge- 
jieral Wedel i and though the Swedes difputed the ground 
from houfe to houfe with uncommon obftinacy, be at larft 
drove them out of the town, with the lofs of one half of 
their number either killed or taken prifoners. The body 
of the Swedith army, without hazarding any other action, 
immediately evacuated the Pruffian territories, and return- 
ed to the neighbourhood of Stralfund, intending to take 
winter-quarters in the ifle of Rirgen. Count Hamilton, 
either difgulled at the reftriftions he had been laid under, 
or finding himfelf unable to aft in fuch a manner as might 
redound to the advantage of his reputation, threw up bis 
command, retired from the army, and refigned all his other 
employments. 

^ XLII. The King of Pruffia wras not only favoured 

by a confiderable party in Sweden, but he had alfo raifed a 

a llrong inteteft m Poland, among fuch Palatines as had 

always 
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BOOK alwayi oppofed the ireafures of the reigning family, 

, ' ^ Theic were now re- enforced by many patriots, who 
i7jg, dreaded the vicinity, and fufpe£led the defigns of the 
RulTian army. The diet of the republick was opened on 
the fecond day of November ; and, after warm debates, 
M. Malachow(ki was unanimoufly elected marefchal : 
butnofooner had the chambers of nuncios Begun their 
deliberations, than a number of voices wereraifed againft 
the encroachments of the RuIIian troops, who had taken 
up their refidencc in Poland ; and heavy complaints were 
made of the damages fuflained from their cruelly and ra- 
pine. Great pains were taken to appeafe thefe clamours; 
2nd many were prevailed upon to refer thefe grievances to 
the king in fenaCe ; but when this diSiculty feemed almoft 
furmounted, fadhorfki, the nuncio of Volhinia, flood up, 
and declared that he would not permit any other point to 
bedifcufTed in the diet while the RuiEans maintained the 
lead footing within the territories of the republick. Vain 
were ail the attempts of the courtiers to perfuade and 
mollify this inflexible patriot, he folemnly protefted againft 
their proceedings, and hafVIly withdrew; fo that the Ma- 
lefchal was obliged to diflblvethe afTembJy, and recourfe 
was had to afeitaius cen/tiium, to concert proper meafures to 
be taken in the prefent conjunflure. The Kingof Poland 
was, on this occafion, llkewife difappointed in his views 
ofproviding for his fon. Prince Charles, in the duchy of 
Courland. He had been recommended by the court of 
RulTia, and even approved by the fiates of that country ; 
but two diSiculcies occurred. The ftaies declared they 
could not proceed to anew cleflion during the life of their 
former duke. Count Biron, who was flJli alive, though 
a prifoner in Siberia, unlefs their duchy fliould be de- 
clared vacant by the King and republick of Poland ; and, 
according to the laws of that country, no prince could be 
cieaed, until he ftiould have declared himfolf of the 
Augfturgh confeffion. His PoliQi Majefty, however, 
being determined to furmount all obftacles to his fod's 
istcrcft, 
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intereft, ordered Count Mahchowlfci, high chancellor of 
Poland, to deliver to Prince Charles a diploma, by which , 
the King granted pcrmiffion to the dates of Courtand to 
ele^t that prince for their duke, and appointed the day 
for his c1e3ion and inflalment, which accordingly todc 
place in the month of January, notwith (Ian ding the cla- 
. mour of many Polilh grandees, who perlilled in affirming 
that the king had no power to grant fuch permilTion with- 
out the confent of the diet. The viciffitudes of the cam- 
paign had produced no ^evoIutip.^3 in the feveral fyflems 
adopted by the different powers in Europe. The Czarina, 
who in the month of June had figniiied her feniiments and" 
defigns againft the King of Pruffia, in a declaration de- 
livered to all the foreign minifteia at Peterfburgh, feemed 
now, more than ever, determined to aiflvigoroufly in be- 
half of the Emprefs-Qiieen of Hungary, and the unfortu- 
nate King of Poland, who ftill refided at Warfaw. The 
court of Vienna dillributed among the Imperial miniflcrs 
at the feveral courts of the Empire copies of a refcript, 
explaining the condufl of her generals fince the beginning 
of the campaign, and concluding with ejcprefllons of felf- 
approbation to this effeft : " Though the iffue of the 
campaign be not as yet entirely fatisfaftory, and fuch as 
might be defired, the Imperiai court enjoys, at lea ft, the 
fincere fatisfaflion of refleiting, that, according to the 
change of circumflances, it inftantly took the moft vigorous 
lefolutions; that it was never deficient in anythingthat 
might contribute to the good of the common caufe, and 
is now employed 'in making preparations, from which the 
moft happy confequences may be expefled," 

§ XLIII. We have already hinted at a decree of the 
Aulick council of the Empire, publifhed in the month of 
Auguft, enjoining ail direflors of circles, all Imperial 
towns, and the noblcffe of the Empire, to tranfmit to 
Vienna an exafl lift of all thofe who had difobeyed the 
avocatoiia of the Empire, and adhered to the rebellion 
raifed bj the Elcflor of Brandenburgh ; that their reve- 
nues might be fequeflercd, and themfelves puniflied in rheir 
Voi. IV. ' A A honours. 
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BOOK honours, perfons, and cfTetSs. As the Elei^oi of Hanov«r 

, "*' , was plainly pointed out, and, indeed, exprefsly mentioned 
i7jg, in this- decree, the King of Great-Britain, by the hand » 
of Baron Gemmegen, his ele£toral minifter, prefented a 
Hiemocial to thedietof the Empire in the month of No- 
veniljer, enumerating the inllances in which be had 
exerted himfelf, and even expofed his life, for the prefer- 
vation and aggrandifement of the houfe of Auftria. In 
return for thefe important fervicea, he obferved that the 
Emprefs-Queen had rcfufed him the affiftance ftlpulatcd 
in treaties againft an invafion planned by France, whofe 
hatred he had drawn upon himfelf by his friendOiip to that 
princefs ; and his Imperial Majefty even denied him the 
dl£iatorial letters which he follicited: that the court of 
Vienna had ftgned a treaty with the crown of France, ia 
which it was fttpuhted that the French troops fliould 
pafs the Wefer, and invade the electorate of Hanover, 
where they were joined by the troops of the Emprefs- 
Queen, who ravaged his Britannicic Majefly's dominions 
with greater cruelty than even the French had praftifed; 
and the fame Duke of Cumberland, who had been wound- 
ed at Dettingen in the defenfe of her Imperial Majefty, 
was obliged to fight at Hailenbcck againft the troops of 
that very princefs, in defcnfe of his father's dominions; 
that (befent commifiaries to Hanover, who fliaied with 
the crown of France the contributions extorted from that 
ele^orate ; rejeiSed all propofals of peace, and difmifled 
from her court the minilVer of Brunfwick-Lunenbourg: 
that his Imperial Majefly, who had fworn to protect the 
Empire, and oppofe the enterance of foreign troops deftined 
to opprcfs any of the dates of Germany, afterwards re- 
quired the King of England to withdraw his trqops from 
the countries which, they occupied, that a French army 
might again have free paiTage into his German dominions ; 
that the Emperor had recalled thefe troops, releafed thera 
from their allegiance to their foverelgn, enjoined ihera to 
abandon their polls, their colours, and the fervice in 
which they were embarked, on pain of being punilhed ii 

body. 
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bodv, honour, andeftate; and that the King ofEngland 
htmreir was threatened with the ban of the Empire. He , 
took notice, that, in quality of eleiftor, he had been ac- 
cufed of refiifing to concur with the refolutions of the diet 
taken in the preceding year, of entering into alliance with 
the King of Pruffia, joining his troops to the armies of 
that prince, employing auxiliaries )>etonging to the ftates 
of the Empire, fending Englifli force* into Germany, 
where they had taken po0effion of Embden, and cxafling 
contributions in dilFercnt parts of Germany. In anfwer 
to thefe imputations, be alledged that he could not, con- ' 
fident with his own fafety, or the diftates of common 
fenfe, concur with a majority, in joining his troops, 
which were immediately neceffary for his own defenfe, 
to thofe which, from the arbitrary views of the court of 
Vienna, were led againfi his friend and ally, the King of 
Pruffia, by a prince who did not belong to the generality 
of the Empire, and on whom the command had been con- 
ferred, without a previous conclufum of the Gcrmaniclc 
body; that, with refpe£l to his alliance with the King 
of Pruffia, he had a right, when tieferted by his former 
allies, to feek affiftance wherefoever it could be procured : 
and furely no juft grounds of complaint could be offered 
againfl that which his PrulTian Majefly lent, to deliver 
the eleaoial ftates of Brunfwick, as well as thofe of 
Brunfwick-Wolfenbultel, Hefle, and Buckebourg, from 
the oppreffions of their common enemy. Pofterity, he 
faid, would hardly believe, [hat at a time when the troops of 
Auftria, the Palatinate, and Wirtemberg, wcfe engaged 
to invade the countries of the Empire, other members of 
the Germanick body, who employed auxiliaries in their 
defenfe, fhould be threatened with outlawry and fcquef-, 
tration. He owned, that, in quality of king, he had fent 
over Englifh troops to Germany, and taken pofTeSon of 
Embden ; fteps for which he was accountable to no power 
upon earth, although the conftitutions of the Empire per- 
mit the co-eftates to make ufe of foreign troops, not indeed 
for the purpofe of invalion or conqueft in Germany, but for 
their defenfe and prefetvation. He alfo acknowledged that 
A a 2 he 
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B K he had rerented the condu£t,' and chaftifcd the injuftice, of 

. '.. f thoTc co-e(late$ who had afEfled his enemies, and helped ta 
i7jS. ravage his dominions; inferring, that if the crown of France 
was free to pillage theeflatesof theDukeof Brunfwick, and 
' the Landgrave of Hefle-Caflel, becaufe thej bad iupplieit 
the King of England with auxiliaries ; if the Emprels- 
Quccn had a right to appropriate to herfelf half of the 
contributions raifed by the Frercb King in thcfe couBtrics, 
furely his Britanniclc-Majefty bad an equal right to make 
tbofe feel the burthen of the war who had favoured the 
unjuft enterprifes of his enemies. He exprefTed his hope, 
that the diet, after having duely confidered thefe circusi'- 
ftances, would, by way of advice, propofeto bis Imperial 
Majefty that he ffaould annul his mofV inconfiflent man- 
dates and not only take effeflual meafures to proteA the 
deflorate and its allies, but alfo give orders for com- 
tnencing againft the Emprefe-Queen, as archducbefs of 
Auftria, the Eleflor Palatine, and the Duke of Wirtem- 
berg, fuch proceedings as flie wanted to enforce againft 
his Britannick Majefty, Eteflor of Brunfwick-Lunet^- 
bourg. For this purpofe the minifter now requefted their 
excellencies to alk immediately the necetTary inftru£tions 
for tbeir principals. The reft of this long memorial con- 
tained a juftilication of his Britannick Majelty's condoft 
in deviating from the capitulation of Clofter- Seven ; with 
a refutation of the arguments adduced, and a retortion of 
the reproaches levelled againft the King of England, in 
the paper or manifefto compofed and publifhed under 
thediretSion of the French miniftry, and intituled, " A 
Parallel of the Condufl of the King of France with that 
of the King of England, relative to the Breach of the Capi- 
tulation of Clofter-Seven by the Hanoverians." But to thi» 
jnveflive a more circumftantial anfwer was publifhed : 
in which, among other curious particulars, the letter of 
expoflulation, feid to have been written bythePruffiait 
monarch to the King of Great-Britain after the defeat 
at Collin, is treated as an infamous piece of forgery, pro- 
duced by feme venal pen employed to impofe upon the 
publick. The author alfo, in' his endeavours te demon- 
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finde tis Britanniclc Majefiy's averfion to a continental CHAP, 
war, very juflly obferves, that "none but fucb aaare |^' 
4iDacquainted with the maritime force of England can be- t;jS. 
Jieve, that, without a diveffion on the continent, to em- 
filoy part of the enemy's force, fhe is not in a condition to 
hope for fuccefs, and maintain her fuperiority at fea. Eng- 
land, therefore, had no intereft to foment quarrels or 
wars in Europe ; but, for the fame reafon, there was room 
to fear that France would embrace a diiTerent (yRemz 
accordingly, fhe took no pains to conceal her views, an4 
^cr envoys declared publickly that a war upon the «)nti- 
cient was inevitable ; and that the King's dominions in 
Germany would be its principal objefi." He afterwards, 
in the courfe of his argumentation, adds, *' that they muft 
he very ignoraat, indeed, who imagine that the forces of 
England arc not able to refill thafe of France, unlefs thje 
istter he hindered from turning all her efforts to the Tea. 
In cafe of a war^poii the continent the two powers muft 
p»y fubfidies ; Mily with this difference, that France caa 
employ her own land forces, and afpire at conquefts." 
3uch were the profefled fentiments of the Britifh mi^iflry, 
fouiitW upon eternal truth and demonflration, andopenl/ 
fuvowcd, when the bufmefs was to prove tti^t it was not 
fhe intereft of Great-Britain to maintain a war upon the 
continent j but, afterwards, when this continental war was 
eagerly efpoufcd, foftered, and cheriQied by the blood ani 
trcafure of the Eogliilk nation, -then the partifans of [hat 
»ery miniftry, which had thus declared that England, 
without any diverfion on the concinent of Europe, was 
^nover-match for France by Tea, which may be termed 
4he BrJtkfh element} then their panifans, their cham- 
pions, declaimers, and dependants, were taught to rife ia 
rebellion againft their former do&ine, and, in defiance of 
conmon fenfe and reflexion, affirm that a diverfion ia 
Germany was abfolutely neceflary to the fuccefsful iSiie of 
England's operations in Aiia, Afrii:a, and America, N<tf-. 
withilanding all the fa^s and arguments affembW in thje 
elaborate memorial, toexpofethe ingratitude of the Em- 
jirefc C^cen, and demonftrate the oppreffive meafures 
,A a 3 adopfeJ 
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adopted by the Imperial power, it remains to be proved, 
I that the member of a community is not obliged to yield 
obedience to the refolutions taken, and the decrees pub- 
lidied, by the majority of thofe who compofe this com- 
munity; cfpecially when re-enforced with the authority 
of the fupreme magiftrate, and not repugnant to the funda- 
mental conllitution on which that community was eila- 
blilhed. 

§ XLIV.. If the Emprere-Queen was not gratified to 
-the extent of her wi£hes in the fortune of the campaign, at 
lead her felf- importance was Jlattcred in another point, 
which could not fail of being intereftingtoaprtncefs famed 
for a glowing zeal and inviolable attachment to jhe religion 
of Rome. In the month of Auguft the Pope conferred 
upon Jier the title of Apoftolical Qu^n ofHungary, con- 
veyed by a brief, in which he extolled her piety, and 
launched out into retrofpe^ivc' eulogiums of herprede- 
ceflbrs, the princes of Hungary, who bad been always 
accuftomed to fight and overcome for the catholick foitb 
under this holy banner. This compliment, however, 
ftie did not derive from the regard of Profper Lambcrtini, 
who ex ere i fed the papal fway under the afTumed name of 
BenediaXlV. 7'hat pontiff, univerfally cfteemed forhis 
good fenfe, moderation, and humanity, had breathed his 
lafl in the month of April, in the eighty-fourth year of 
his age } and in July was fucceeded in the papacy by 
Cardinal Charles' Rezzonico, Bilhop of Padua, by birth % 
Venetian. He was formerly auditor of the Rota j after- 
wards promoted to the purple by Pope Clement XIl. at 
the nomination of the republick of Venice ; was diftin* 
guided by the title of St. Maria d'Ara Cceli, the princU 
pal convent of the Cordeliers, and nominated protedor 
of the Pandours, or lilyrians. When he afcended the 
papal chair, he afTumed the name of Clement XIII. ia 
gratitude to the hfl of that name, who was his bcncfaaor. 
Though of a difagreejblc perfon, and even deformed in 
his body, he enjoyed good health, and a vigorous confti- 
tution. As an ecclefiaftick, his life was exemplary; hie 
morals were pure and unioipeacbed ; in his cbara^er hp 
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qsTaid to have been learned, diligent, fleady, devout, and 
in every refpeft worthy to fuccced fuch a f redcceifor as , 
Benedia. 

§ XLV. The King of Spain wifely perfified in reaping 
-the advantages of a neutrality, notwithflanding the in- 
trigues of the French parc-ifans at the court of Madrid, 
who endeavoured to alarm his jealou^ by the conquefts 
which tbcEngliCh had projeiSed in America. The King 
of Sardinia fagacioufly kept aloof, refolving, in imitation 
of his predeceflbrs, to maintain his power on a cefpefiable 
footing, and be ready to feife all opportunities to extend 
and pronrtote the intereft of his crown, and the advantage 
of his country. As for the King of Portugal, he had 
prudently embraced the fame Jyflcm of forbearance: but 
in the latter end of the fealbn his attention was engrofied 
by a domefttck incident of a very exttaordlnary nature. 
Whether he had, by particular inftances of ieverity, ex- 
afperated the minds of certain individuals, and exercifed 
his domlnioa-iA fuch adts of arbitrary power as excited a. 
general Spirit of drfafleiElioa among his nobility; or, 
bf^ly, by the vigorous meafures piirfued ag^inft the en- 
croaching Jefujts in Paraguay^ and their correfpondenta 
in PoFtugd, had incur<red the refentment c^ that fociety, 
we fhaH not pretend to determine : perhaps all thefe mo- 
tives concurred in giving birth to a confpiracy againfl his 
Kfe, which was adually executed at this j undure with the 
fliolldefperaterefblution. On th^ third day.of September, 
l<he King, ^cc«rding to cuftom, going out in a carriage to 
take the air, aecoinpanied by one domefticl;, was, in the 
night, at a folitary place near Belem, attacked by three 
men on horfeback, armed with mufque^oons, one of whom. 
iired his piece at the coachman without flFe^. The man, 
however, terrifiei both on his own account and that of his 
ibvereign's, drove the mules at full fpeed ; a circumftance 
which in fome meafure diiconcerted the other two 

, confpiracors, who purfued him at full gallop, and having 
fioleifuretotake aim, difcharged their pieces at random 

^ough the backpf the carriage. The lliigs vith whicb. 
A » ^ {hey 
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so OK they were loaded happened to pafs between the King's 

,_ '. , f right arm and his brcaft, dilacerating the parts from the 
i;j3. {houlder to the elbow, but without damaging the bone, or 
penetrating into the cavity of the body. Finding himfelf 
grievoufly wounded, and the blood flowing a-pacci he, 
with fuch prefence of mind as cannot be fufEciently ad- 
mired, indeadof proceeding to the palace, which was at 
Jbme diftance, ordered the coachman to return to Jun- 
queria, where his principal furgeon refided, and there his 
wounds were immediately drelled. By this refoluiion, he 
not only prevented the irreparable mifchief that might 
have arifen from an exceflive elFufion of blood i but, with- 
out all doubt, laved his life from the bands of other 
aflaffins, pofted on the road t6 accomplifh the regicide, 
in cafe be ihould efcapc alive from the firft attack. This 
infiaace of die King's rccolle<^ion was magnified into a 
miracle, on a fuppolition that it muft have been the efie^ 
of divine infpiration^ and, indeed, among a people ad- 
di3ed to fuperftition, might well pafa for a favourable in- 
terptdition of Providence. The King, being thus difabled 
in his right arm, ilTued a decree, invelting the Queen with 
the abfblute power of government. In the mean time, 
MO petfon had accefs to his preferKC but herfelf, the firft 
minifter, the Cardinal de Saldanha, the phylicians, and 
ftjrgeons. An embat^o waa immediately laid on all the 
Slipping in the port of Lifbon, Rewards were publickly 
•ff«[ed, together with promife of pardon to the accom- 
plices, for dete<5ting any of the alTaffins; and fuch othei 
raeafuies ufed, that in a little time the whole confpiracy 
was difcovered: a confpiracy the more dangerous, as it 
appeared to have been formed by perlbns of the iirft quality 
and influence. The Duke de Aveiio, oF the family of 
Mafcarenhas; the Marquis de Tavora, i*ho had been 
viceroy of (joa, and now ai3:u ally enjoyed (he commiffion 
of genera! of the horfe ; the Count de Attouguia, the 
Marquis de Alloria, together with their wives, children, 
and whole families, were arrefted imnudiately after the 
afiaJSnacion, as principals in the defign ; and many other 
accomplices, 
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accomplices, including Jbme JcAiits, were apprehended in CHAf. 
the fcquel. The further proceedings on this myflerious ^} ^ ' . 
affair, with the fate of the confpiraCors, will be^parttcu- 'i75l< 
larired among the tranfitdions of the following yev. Ac 
prefent, it wilt be fufiicient toobfcrvc, that the King's 
wounds were attended with no bad conAquences ; nor did 
the imprironment of thofe noblemen produce any diftur- 
bance in the kingdom. 

§XLVI. The domellicic occurrences of France were 
tiiTued with a continuation of the difputcs b^ween the 
parliaments and clergy, touching the bull Unigenitus. 
In vain the King had interpofed his authority; firft 
propofing an accommodation ) then commanding the par- 
liament tofwhtar taking cognizance of a religious con tell, 
which did not fall under their jurifdi^ion; and, thirdly, 
banifhing their pcrfona, and abrogating their power. He 
afterwards found it necelTary to the peace of his dominions 
^o recall and re-inflate thofe venerable patriots; and, 
being convinced of the intolerable infolence and turbulent 
spirit of the Archbilhop of Paris, had exiled that prelate 
in his turn. He was no fooner re-admitted to his fundion, 
than he reAjiQed his former conduit, touching the denial 
e/ the facramonts to thofe who refufcd to adcnowledge the 
bull Unigenittts : he e*en a£)ed with redoubled zeal ; in* 
trigued. with the other prelates; caballed among the in« 
ferior clergy; and not only revived, but augmented, the 
troubles throughout the whole kingddm. Bifbops, cu- 
latcs, and inonlts pcefumed to with- hold fplritual confo- 
lotion from perfons in extremity, and were punilhed by 
the civil powiVh. Other parliaments of the kingdom 
followed thctvample exhibited by that of Paris, in alTerting 
their authority and privileges. The King commanded 
themtodefift, on pain of incurring his indignation: they 
remosftrated, and perfevered ; whUe the Archbifliop re- 
peated his iajuniSions and cenfures, and continued to in- 
fiame the diipute to fuch a dangerous degree, that he was 
given to underAand he fliould be again oUiged to quit the 
capital, if he did not proceed with more moderation, 
e But 



I'uo^lc 



36a HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

BOOK Bat the chief care of the French niiniftrjr was employed 
^_ - - |i_ f in regulating the finances, and cfiablifliing funds of credit 
■7jS. for railing money to pay fubfidies, and maintain the war 
in Europe and America. In the courfc of this year they 
had not only confiderably re-enforced their armies in Ger- 
many, but made farprifing eSbrts to fupply the colony of 
Canada with troops, artillery, ftores, and ammunition, 
for its dcfenfe againft the operations of the Britifli forces, 
which greatly out-numbered the French upon the conti- 
nent. The court of Verfailles praftifed every ftratagem 
to elude the vigilance of the EngliQi cruifers. The ihips 
deftined for America they detached, both Tingle and in 
convoys, fometimes from the Mediterranean, rometimci 
from their harbours in the Channel. They aflembled 
tranfports in one port, in order to withdraw the attention 
of their enemies from another, where their convoys lay 
ready for failing; and in boifterous weather, when the 
Cnglifh could no longer block up their harbours, their 
ftorcfliips came forth, and hazarded the voyage, for the 
relief of their American fetllements. Thole that had the 
good fortune to arrive on the coaft of that continent were 
obliged to have rccourfe todifferent expedients for efcaping 
the Britifb fquadrons Rationed at Halifax, or cruiling in 
the bay of St. Laurence. They either ventured to navi- 
gate the river before it was clear of the ice, fo early in the 
fpring, that the enemy had not yet quitted the harbour of 
Nova-Scotia; or they waited on the coaft of Newfound- 
land for fuch thick fogs as might fcreen them from the 
notice of (he £ng]i(h cruifers, in failing up the gulf; 
or, laftly, they penetrated through the Straits of Belieiflc, 
a dangerous paOage, which, however/ led them diredlly 
into the river St. Laurence, at a confiderable djRance 
above the ftatian' of the Britilli fquadron. Though the 
French navy was by this time fo reduced, that -it could 
neither face the Englifh at fea, nor furnifh proper convoys 
for commerce, her miniftry neverthelefs attempted to 
alarm the fubjefts of Great-Britain with the projefi of ui 
invafiun. Flat-bottomed boats wete built, tranfports 
colleaed, 
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csllcded, large fliips of the line equipped, and troopa 
ordered to aiTemble on the coaft for embarlcatton ; but this 
was no more than a feint to aroufe the apprehention of the 
tnglifli, difconccrt the adminiflration, prejudice the na- 
tional credit, and deter the government from fendingforces 
to keep alive the war in Germany. A much more etFeflual 
method they took to dillrefs the trade of England, by 
laying up their ufelefs fliips of war, and encouraging the 
equipmentofftout privateers, which did confiderable da- 
inage to the commerce of Great-Britain and Ireland, by 
cruifmg in the feas of Europe and America. Some of them 
lay clofc in the ha'rbours of the Channel, fronting the coaft 
of England,' and darted out occalionally on the trading 
ibips of this nation, as they received intelligence from 
boats employed for that purpofe. Some chofe their ftation 
in the North-Sea, .where a great number of captures were 
made upon the coaft of Scotland; others cruifed in the chops 
oftheChannel, and even Co the wcftward of Ireland; but 
the far greater number fcoured thefea&inthe neighbourhood 
of the Leeward Hands in theWeft-Indies, where they took 
a prodigious number of Britifh fliips, failing to and from the 
fugar-colonies, and conveyed them to their own fettle* 
ments in Martinique, Guadaloupe, or St. Domingo. 

§ XLVII. With refpefl to the war that raged in Ger- 
many, the King of Denmark wifely purfued that courfe 
which happily pteferved him from being involved in thofe 
troubles by which great part of Europe was agitated, and 
terminated in. that point of national advantage which s 
king ought ever to have in view for the benefit cf his 
people. By obferving a fcrupulous neutrality, he enhanced 
his importance among his neighbours: he faw himfelf 
f:ourted by all the belligerent powers: he faved the blood 
and treafure of his fubjedls ; he received large fubfidies, 
in con fi deration pf his forbearance; and enjoyed, unmo- 
lefled, a much more conliderable fliare of commerce than 
^e could e^peH to carry on, even in times of univerfal 
tranquillity. He could not perceive that the proteAant 
feligion had any ifaing K> apprehend from the confederacy 
wbicb 
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^?i?*^ which was formed againftthe Pmffian monarch; nor was 

L. / .1 he milled into all the expenfe, jhe perils, ajid difquiets of 
1758- a fanguinary war, by thzt ignii fatuus which hath feduced 
and impoverlQied other opulent nations, under the fpecious 
title of the balance of power in Germany. Howlbever he 
might he fwayed by private inclination, be did not think 
it was a point of confe^uence to his kingdom whether 
Fomerania was poflefled by Sweden or Pruflja ; whether 
the French army was driven back beyond the Rhine, or 
penetrated once more into the elcfloratc of Hanover : 
whether the Emprefs-Queen was Gripped of her remaining 
poffeffions in Silcfia, or the King of PriTlEa circumfcribed 
within the origina] bound of bis dominion. He took it 
for granted that France, for her own fake, would pic- 
veat the ruin of that enterprjiing monarch > »ni that the 
houfe of Auftria would not be fo impoljtick, Mid blind to. 
itsownintcrell, as to permit the Emprefsof RuSato make 
and retain conquefis in the Empire: but, even ifthcle 
" powers Ihould he weak enough to facri&ce all the maxuns 

of found policy to caprice or re&ntment* be did not think 
himfelf fo deeply concerned in the event, as, for the diftaot 
profpeifl of what might poUjbly happen, to plunge headlong 
into a war that muH be attended with certain and immc- 
.diats dl fad vantages. True it is, he had no hcreiUtary electo- 
rate in Germany that was threatened with inva£on ; nor, 
if he had, is it to be fuppofed that a prince of his fagacity 
and patriotifm would have impoverished hjs kingdom of 
Pcnmatk, for the precarious defenfe of a diftant territory. 
It was referved for another nation to adopt the pernicious 
abfurdity of walling its blood and trcafurc, exhaufting it) 
revenues, loading its own back with the moft grievoas im< 
pofitions, incurring an enormous debt, big with bankruptcy 
and ruin ; in a word, of expending above an hundred and 
fifty millions ftetling in fruitlefs efforts to defend a diftant 
country, the entire propcfty of which was never valued at 
one twentieth part of that fum ; a country with which it 
had no natural connexion, but a common alliance arifing 
&om accident. 7'he King of Denmark, though himfelf 
a prince 
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a prince of the Empire, and polTeiTed of dominions tn chap. 
Gefmany, almoA contiguous to the fcenes of the prcfenc ^. '„ j 
war, did not yet think himfclfro nearly concerned in the '7s^ 
ifTue, as to declare himfelf either principal or auxiliary iik 
the quarrel: yet he toolc care to maintain his forces by 
Jea and land upon a refpe^able footing : and, by this con- 
duct,, he not only provided for the fecurity of his own 
country, but over-awed the belligerent powers, who con- 
£dered him as a prince capable .of making either fcalc pre- 
ponderate, juft as he might choofe to trim the balance. 
Thus he preferred his wealth, commerce, and confequtece 
undiminiihed ; and, inftead of being harraflcd as a party, 
was honoured as an umpire. 

§ XLVIII. The United Provinces, though as adverfe 
as his Danilh Majcfty to any participation in the war, did 
not, however, fo fcrupuloufly obfcrve the neutrality they 
profelTed: at leafl, the traders of that republick, either 
from an inordinate thirft of lucre, or a fecret biafs in favour 
of the enemies of Great- Britain, affifted the French com- 
merce with all the appearance of the moft flagrant par- 
tiality. We have, in the beginning of this year's tranf- 
a£lions, oWerved, that a great numberof their fliips were 
taken by the Englifli cruifets, and condemned as legal 
prizes, for having French property on board : that the 
Dutch merchants, exafperated by their lofles, exclaimed 
againft the £ngli(h as pirates and robbers, petitioned the 
States for redrefs in very high terms, and even loudly cla- 
moured for a war againft Great- Britain. The .charge of 
violence and injuftice which they brought againft the En- 
gJifli, for taking and confifcating the fhips that tranfported 
to Europe the produce of the French iflands in the Weft- 
Indies, they founded on the tenth article of the treaty of 
commerce between Great-Britnin and the States-General 
of the United Provinces, concluded in the year one thou- 
fand fix hundred and fixty-eight, ftipulaiiiig, " That 
whatever fhali be found on boafd the Ihips of the fubjefls 
of the United Provinces, though thelading, or part thereof, 
may belong to the enemies of Great-Briuin, Ihall be free 

and 
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BOOK and unmolefted ; except thefc be prohibited good?,' 

j_ ! . which are to be fervcd in the manner prefcribed, by the 
175!. foregoing articles." From this article the Dutch mer- 
chants argued, that, if there be no prohibited goods on 
board, the Englifh had no right to flop or molefl any of 
their {hips, or malce the leaft enquiry to whom the mer- 
chandife belonged, whence it was brought, or whither 
bound. This plea the Englifh cafuills would by no means 
admit, for the following rcafons: A general and perpetu- 
al licenfe to carry on the whole trade of their enemy 
would be fuch a glaring abfurdity, as no convention could 
authorife: comn>on fenfe has dictated, and Grotius de- 
clared, that no man can be fvppofed to have confented to 
anabfordity; therefore, the interpretation given by the 
Dutch to this article could not be fuppofed to be its true 
and genuine meaning; which, indeed, relates to nothing 
more than the common courfe of trade, as it was ufually 
carried on in time of peace. But, even fliould this in- 
terpretation be accepted, the article, and the treaty itfelf 
would be fuperfeded and annulled by a fublbqueht treaty, 
concluded between the two nations in the year one thou- 
fand fix hundred and feventy-five, and often confirmed 
fince that period, fVipulating, in a fecret article, That 
neither of the contracting parties ihould give, nor con- 
fent that any of their fubje£ls and inhabitants Ihoutd give, 
- any aid, favour, or council, dire^ly or indlredly^ by 
land or fea, or on the frefh waters i nor Ihould furniflt, 
or permit the fubjeits or inhabitants of their refpe^ive 
territories to furnilb, any Ibips, foldiers, feam en, victuals, 
monies, inftruments of war, gunpowder, or any other 
neceflaries for making war, to the enemies of either party, 
of any rank or condition foever. Now, the Dutch have 
infringed this article in many inflances during the prefent 
war, both in Europe and America ; and, as they have fo 
openly contravened one treaty, the Englifl) are not 
obliged to obfervc any other. They, moreover, forfeited aJ! 
right to the obfervance of the treaty in quellion, by re- 
fufmg the fuccourt with which they were bound. In the 
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mofl folemn manner, to furniOi the King of Great-Bri- 
tain, in cafe any of his territories in Europe fliould be , 
attacked : for nothing could be more weak and frivolous 
than the allegation upon which this refufal was founded ; 
namely, that the hollilities in Europe were commenced 
by the English, when they feifed and confifcated the veOels 
of France ; and they, being the aggreffors, had no right 
to infill upon the fuccours fiipulated Tn a treaty which 
was purely defenfive. If this argument has any weight, 
the treaty itfelfcan have no fignification. The French, 
as in the prefent cafe, will always copimence the war in 
America i arid when their fhips, containing re-enforce- 
ments and ftores for the maintenance of that war, fliall be 
taken on the European feas, perhaps in confequenceof 
their being expofed for that purpofe, they wiH exclaim 
that the Englifh were the aggreffors in Europe, confe- 
quently deprived of all benefit accruing from the defenfive 
treaty fublilling between them and the States- General of 
the United Provinces. It being impoffiMe for the Englifh 
to terminate the war, while their enemies derive the fmews 
of it from their commerce carried on in neutral bottoms* 
they arc obliged to fupprefs fuch collufions, by that ne- 
ceJBity which Grotius himfelf hath allowed to be a fufE- 
cient excufe for deviating from the letter of any treaty what- 
foever. In time of peace no Dutch fhips were permitted 
to carry the produce of any French fugar ifland, or even 
to trade in any of the French ports in America or the 
Weft-Indies i confequcntly, the treaty which they quote 
cannevcr juftify them in carrying on a commerce, which, 
as it did not exift, and was not forefeen, could not poffihiy 
be guarded againfl when that convention was ratified. 
Grotius, whofe authority is held in fuch veneration among 
the Dutch, has determined that every nation has a right 
to feife and confifcate the goods of any neutral power, 
. which fhall attempt to carry them into any place which is 
blocked up by that nation, either by land or fea. The 
French iHands in the Wefl:-Indies were fo blocked 
up by the Englifli cruifcrs, that they could receive no 
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BOOK relief from their own government, confequently no neti- 
. ' , tral power could attempt to fupply them without falling 
J7j3. under this predicament*. It was for thefe reafons that the 
King of England declared, by the mouth of Mr. Yorkc, 
hisminifter plenipotentiary at the Hague, in a conference 
' held in the month of Auguft with the deputies of the Suies- 
, General, that though he was ready to concur in every 
meafure that fliould be propofed for giving fatisfaflion to 
their High MightinefTes, with whom he had alwaysftudied 
to live in the moft perfect union, he was ncvcrthelefs de- 
termined not to fuffer the trade of the French colonics in 
V America to be carried on by the fubjeds of other powers, 
under the fpecious pretext of neutrality: nor to permit 
words to be interpreted as a licenfe to drive a trade with 
his enemies, which, though not particularly fpccified iK 
the articles of contraband, was nevcrthelefs rendered fuch 
in ail refpetJls, and in every fenfc, by the nature of the cir- 
cumftances. It is not at all more furprifing that the 
Dutch merchants Ihould complain, thanthat the Engltth 
government fliould perfift in confifcating the fbips that 
were found to contain the merchandife of their enemies. 
The individual traders of every mercantile nation will run 
confiderable rifques in extending their particular commerce, 
even when they know it muft be detrimental to the gene- 
ral intereft of their country. In the war maintained by 
the confederates againft Louis XIV. of France, the mer- 
chants fhips of the Dutch carried on an uninterrupted trade 
to the French ports; and, notwithftanding the repeated 
foil (citations 

■InihetfignofKingWiliiam.whcntlieEnglllh and Dutch were engaEol 
in awaragainit France, (he narlhern powers cfSwedcD and Denmarlc at' 
tempted to carry on tlie French commerce, under the ihade of neutralityj 
but the Dutct and EnglilTi joined in feifing the tefTcIs that were thus employed. 
Complaints of thefe captures were made at London and the Hague, and ihe 
complainants were given to underftand at both places, that ihey fhould not be 
stiowedcocarry on anyirsiJeviiithFrflnce, but what waaufu»l In time of peace. 
la confe^uence of this diclaration, Mr. Croaing formed the defign of wii- 
tinga.treatifeonthe freedom of navigation, and communicated the plan of 
bit work to the celebrircJ Puffendorf, who lignilied bis fentiment j in a letter, 
■which it preferred by the learned Barbeyrac, in hJi notci upon that auChoi't 
tieatile oa the law of n^cute and Datioai. 
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follicitations of England, the States-General could never CliAP. 
be prevailed upon to prohibit this commerce, which un- . ' . 
doubtedly enabled France to protraflthc war. The truth 1758; 
is, they gave the Britifli miniftry to underftand, that unlefs 
they connived at this traffick, their Tubjciis could not 
polCbly defray their proportion of the expcnfe at which the 
war was maintained. It is well known through all Eu- 
rope, that the fubje^s of the United Provinces reaped 
conftderable advantage, not only from this branch of 
illicit trade, but alfo by providing for both armies in 
Flanders, and by the praflicc of {lock-jobbing la Eng- 
land ; confequcntly, it was not the intereft, either of the 
States -General, or the Englifh general, between whom 
tbei^ was a very good underdanding, to bring that war 
to afpeedy conclulion; nor, indeed, ought we to fix th<! 
imputation of partiality upon a whole nation, for the pri- 
vate condudl of individuals, influenced by motives of felf- 
intercft, which operate with the fame energy in Holland^ 
and among the fubjc^ls of Great-firitain. In the courfe 
of the former war, fuch a fcandalous appetite for gain pre- 
vailed in different parts of the Britiih dominions, that the 
. French iflands were aAually fupplled with provifions. 
Haves, and lumber from Ireland and the firltlOi colonies 
in North America ; and Martinique, in particular, mu& 
have furrendered to the commander of the Englifli fqua- 
dron flaiioned in thofe feas, had it not been thus fupported 
by Englifh fubjeds. Certain it is, the Dutch had fome 
reafon to complain that they were decoyed into this fpecies 
of tra£Sck by the article of a treaty, which, in their opi- 
nion, admitted of (lo limitation ; and that the govern* 
ment of Great- Britain, without any previous warning, 
or explaining its fentiments on this fubjeft, fweptthefea 
at once of all their velTels employed in this commerce, and 
condemned them, without mitigation, to the entire ruin 
of many thoufand families. Confidering the intimate 
connexion of mutual interell fubiiHing between Great- 
Britain and the States of the United Provinces, the;^ feem 
to have had fooxe right to an intimation of this naturo, 
, Vol. IV. B b which, 
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BOOK ttrHich, in all probability, wouldhave induced them fore- 

,_ ^ - !._f (ign all profpeil of advantage from the profecution of fucH 
i;5S. a tt-afSck. 

§ XLl^f. Befidcsthe univerfal clamour excited in Hol- 
land, and the famous meitioria) prefentcd to the States- 
General, which we have already mentioned in another 
place, a deputation of itlerChants watted four times 
fucceffively on the Princefs Regent, to explain their grie. 
vantes, and demand her concurrence in augmenting the 
navy for the prefercation of their commtrce. She pro- 
mifed to interpofe her bed: offices with the court of Great- 
Britain J and thefe co-operating with reprefentatioJis made 
by the StatesiGeneral, the Englifli minifter was empow- 
ered to open conferences at the Hague, in order to bring 
all matters in difpute to an amicable accommodation. 
Thefe Endeavours, however, proved incffeaual. The 
Britifb cruifers continued to take, and the Britift courts 
to condemn, all Dutch velTds containing the produce of 
the French fugariflands. The merchants of Holland and 
Zealand renewed their complaints with redoubled cla- 
mour, and all the trading part of the nation, re-enforced 
by the whole party that oppofed the Houfe of Orange, 
cried aloud for an immediaic augmentation of the marine, 
and feprifals upon the pirates of England. The Princefs 
in order to avoid extremities, was obliged not only to cm- 
ploy all her perfond influence with the States-General, but 
alfo to play off one fadtion againft another, in the way of 
remonfirance and exclamation. As far back as the month 
of June, (he prefentcd a memorial to the States -General, 
■reminding them, that in the beginning of the war between 
Trance and England ihe had advifcd an augmentation 
-Ihould be made in their land forces, to ftrCngthen the gar- 
rifonS of the frontier towns, and cover the territories of the 
-republick from invafion. She gave them to underftand, 
-that the provinces of Gueldres and Overyflel, intimidated 
•by the proximity of two formidable armies, had refolved to 
'demand that the augmentation of their land-forces ihould 
. betaken into confideration by the other provinces ; and 

-requefied 
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^niuelled her tore enforce theiribllicitations that this mea- 
sure might immediately take place. This requeft, the , 
iaid, flie the more readily granted, as the could not but be 
ienfible of the imminent danger that threatened the rC- 
publick, efpectaUy fmce the Hahoveriah arihy had pafled 
the Rhine ; and as it hehoved the Aate to put Itfelf in k 
condition to hinder either army from retiring \iito the ter>. 
ritories of the repubJicic, if it fhould be defeated j for, in 
that cafe, the conqueror tieing authorifed to putfue his 
enemy wherever he caii find him, would bntig the w3r intd 
the heart of their country. This reprefentation had n6 
other effect than that of fufpehding th6 tneiCute whicK 
each party propofed. The Princefs, in her artfwer to the 
fourth deputation of the therchanta, declared that fhe 
Wheld,.the prefent Aate of their ti'ade with the molt anxiOU) 
concern j that its want of pi'oteAioli toSs not her fatilti 
but that of the towns of Dort, Haerlem, Amllerdam, Tor- 
gau, Rotterdam, and the Brill^, to whofe condutEl it was 
owing, that the forces of the dale, by fta add land, *cr(J 
not now on a better footing. The deputies Were aftei"- 
wards referred to her mihiftft-, M. de la LarrSy, to whom 
they reprbfented, that the augitientation of the land-forces, 
^d the equipment of a fleet, wCre matters as dillinS: froitl 
each other as light from darktiefs : that there was no 
preiSng motive for ah augineiltatidn Of the arniyi Whereas^ 
innumerable rcafonable reafons rendered the equipment of 
a fleet 1 itiatter of the mofl Urgbiit necefEty. In z ftW 
days after this reprefentdtiott waS made, the Princefsj ift 
an alTembly of thfe States- General, fequefled their High 
Mightlnelles, that feeing their earhefl and repeated elFarit 
to induce the pf-ovinces of Holland, Zealand, Friefland, 
and Weft- Frielland to acquiefcC in the propoftd augmen- 
tation of forces by fe^ and land had not Hitherto met with 
fuccefs, they Would now confidtrdhd deliberate upon fom« 
expedient for terminating this affair, and the fooncr the 
better, in order, on one hand, to fatisfy the ftrong and well- 
grounded iiiftances made by the provinces of Gucldres, 
Uirechtj Overyflel, and Groningcn j and, on the other, 
B b 2 to 
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to comply with the ardent juft defircs expreffed by itl* 
, commercial inhabitants of the country. She told thcra 
that the deputation which waited on her confilled of forty 
mprchants, a number that merited attention no lefs than 
the fpcech they pronounced, of which a great number of 
printed copies were dillribuled through all parts of the 
country. Without making any particular remarks on the 
harangue, (he only obfcrved, that the drift of it did not 
tend to facilitate the negociation begun with Great Britain, 
nor to induce the nation to prefer a convention to » rup- 
ture with that crown. From this circumfiance ibe in- 
ferred it was more than time to finilb the deliberations 
on the propofal for augmenting the forces both by fea and 
land ; a mcafure, without which fhe was convinced in 
berconfciencetheftatewas, and would always remain, ex- 
pofed to all forts of misfortune and danger, both now and 
hereafter. 

$ L. In confequence of this interpoHtion, the States- 
General that fame day fcnt a letter to the Hatesof Holland 
and Weft-Friefland, communicating the fentiments of the 
Frincefs Regent, and infilling upon the neceflity of com- 
j>lying with her propofal of the double augmentation. 
They obferved, that an augmentation of the land-forces, 
for the defenfe of the frontiers, was unavoidable, as well 
as an equipment by fea for the fecurity of commerce : that 
the Rates of the provinces of Gueldres, Utrecht, OveryHe), 
and Groningen joined with them in the fame opinion ; 
and accordingly had infifted, by divers letters and pro- 
pofitioDS, on thofe two points fo eflential to the publiclc 
intereft. They reprefented the danger of delay, and the 
fatal efFe£ls of difcord : they propofed, that by a reciprocal 
indulgence one party Ibauld comply with the fentiments 
of the other, in order to avoid a fchifm and dangerous di- 
vilion among the confederates, the confequences of which 
would be very deplorable ; while the republiclc, in the 
mean time, would remain in a defenfelefs condition, both 
by fea and land, and depend upon the arbitrary power of - 
its neighbours. They conjured them, therefore, as they 
valued 
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valued the fafety of their country, and all that waidear ^^^*' 
to them , as they regarded the protedion of the good ia- ^ , '._j 
faabitanti, the concord and harmony which at, all tifflct^ 1758. 
but erpecially at the prcfenC critical juncture, was of the 
laft neceffity, that they would ferioufly r^cA upon the ex- 
hortations of ho- royal hifjhne6, as well as on the repeated 
inftances of the majority of the confederates ; and take a 
wife and falutary relblution with regard to the propoled 
augmentation of the land-forces, fo that this addition, 
together with an equipment at fea, might, the foc»ief the 
better, be unanimoufly brought to a conclulion. It waa 
undoubtedly the duty of all who wilhed well to their 
country to moderate the beat and precipitation of thofe, 
who, provoked by their loQes, and ftimulated by rcfent— 
nent, endeavoured at this period to involve their nation in 
a war with Gceat-Hritain. Had matters been puflied to 
this extremity, in a few mont|is the republick would, in 
all probability, have been brought to the brink of ruin. 
The Dutch were diftrai^ed by internal divifions; they were 
altogether unprovided for hoftilities by fea ; the ocean waa 
covered with their trading veflclsi and the naval arma- 
ments of Great-Britain were fo nunwrous and powerful ai 
to render all rcfiftaoce on that element equally vain and 
pernicious. The Engliih could not only have fcoured the 
feas, and made prize of all their flitpping, but were alfo 
ia a condition to reduce or demolifh all their towns in 
Zealand, where ihejr would hardly have met with an/ 
Ofipa&tioa. 
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C H A P. X. 

K I. Domeft'uk occurrtnces in Great-Britain. ■ § II. Trjals af 
Pn. Henfey andShebbeari. §111. InJihutiaHof the Mag- 
dalen and Afyium. § IV. Society fir the enciuragtment of 
fits. § V. Sejften opened. § VI, New treaty withthe King 
efFruffm. % VII. Supplits granted. % Vlll. Kings 
rniffage to the Cammens. § IX. Bills relating le the dl- 
ftilleryt and the exportation of (srn. § X. Petition /rem 
the jujlkes of Norfolk, § XI. Bill for the importation of 
faked l/eef from Ireland continued. § XII. Regulations 
tuith refpeil to privateers. § XIII. New militia laws, 
% XIV. A£} fir the relief of debtors revived. § XV. 
Pills for fhe importation of Irifh beef and talhw. § XVI. 
J^ relative to' Mlfird-haven. § XVII. Bill relative to 
the duty onpinfms, § XVIII. Ait relative to the duty en 
flate. % XIX. Camhrick a£l. § XX. Unfuceefiful bills. 

■ § XXI. Cafe of the ivfilvent debtors. § XXII.' Cafe of 
Captain ffatier. § XXIII. Remarks on the bankrupt 
faw!. § XXIV. 'Bn^uiry into the Jlatt of the poor. 
§ XXV. Regulations of -weights and meafures. § XXVf. 
■ Refoluiians concerning the Foundling- bofiital. § XXVII. 
Meffages firm the King to the parliament. § XXVIII. 
Scffion ckfed. § XXIX, Preparations fbr war. § XXX. 

■ Peatb of the Prineeft tf Orange and Princefs Elifaietb 
Caroline, § XXXJ. Examples made of ftraies. 
§ XXXn. Ac(ounts sf fame rtmariable furthers. 
§ XXXIII, Murtbcr of Daniel Clarie. § XXXIV. 
ALijority of the Prince ofWalfi. §XXXV. Rffilulionj 
(wcerning a «ew bridge at Black friars. § XXXVI. 
Fire i>, CornhiU. % XXXVil, Method contrived to fin4 
*W the kngitude. § XXXWUV Jnjlallafion at Oxford. 
^ XXXIX. Dcf-krable incident at fea. § XL. Capiurex 
Tii/dt },y_ ftioi-aie cruijns. ^ XLI. Captain Hood takes 
the Bclhna. § XLII. And Capt Barringlon the Count dt 
$t. Flwintin. § XLUI. C«^tain Falkmr takes a 
fretfd 
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■ Frtneh Eofi-IruUaman. §XLIV. Pri:us taktn in the 
Wijl-In£ts. % XLV, Engagement bttvieen the HercuUt 
aiidiht Floriffaat. § XLVI. Havre-dt-Grace bombardtd 
hj Adm. R^. § XLVII. Adm. Bofcawen de/tati M. 
dtlaCIue. §XLV1II. Preparatians made by the French, 
for invading England, § XLIX. Account if Tburit, 
% L. French fiiei faih from Breji. § LI. Adm. Howie, 
defeats M. de Cmfianu § Lll. Proceedings of the IriJB 
parliament, ^ LIII. Loyally of the Irijh catbolicts. 
§ LIV. Dangerous infarreition in Dublin, § LV. Alarm 
of a defcent in Scotland, 

§1. TT THILE the operations of the war were profe- chap. 

VV cuted through the fourquarters of the globe, *- 

the ifland of Great- Britain, which may be termed the u 

centre that gave motion to this vafl machine, enjoyed all 
the tranquillity of the moft profound peace, and faw no- 
thing of war but the preparations and trophies, which 
ferved only to animate the nation toadefire of further con- 
queft} for the dejection occafioned by the misfortune at 
St. Cas foon vaniflied before the profpeft of vi£lory and 
fuccefs. Coniidering the agitation naturally produced 
among the common people by theprafliccof preffing men 
into the fervice of the navy, which in the beginning of the 
year had been carried on with unufual violence, the levy 
of fo many new corps of foldiers, and the endeavours ufed 
in forming the national militia, very few difturbances hap- 
pened to interrupt the internal repofe of the nation. From 
private adts of malice, fraud, violence, and rapine no com- 
munity whatfoever is exempted. In the month of April, 
the temporary wooden-bridge over the Thames, built for 
tTie conveniency of carriages and palTengers, while the 
Wortcmen fhould be employed In widening and repairing 
London-Bridge, was malicioully fet on fire in the night, 
and continued burning till noonnext day, when the ruins 
of it fell into the river. The deftrudlion of this conve- 
niency proved vtry detrimental to the commerce of the 
Citv, notwithftanding the vlgilancy and difcretion of the 
B b 4 magiflrates, 
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'°n^ ""giftfates, In applying remedies for this misfortune. A 

V ^-! _ j promife of the King's pardon was offiired in a publick ad- 

i7s^ vertifemcnt, by the fecretary of flate, and a reward of two 
hundred pounds by the city of London to any perfon who 
, fliould difcover the perpetrator of fuch wicked outrage ; 
but nevertbelefs he efcaped dcteaion, No individual, 
nor any focietyof men, could have the Icaft intereft in the 
execution of fuch a fcheme, except the body of London 
watecmen j but as no difcovery was made to the prejudice 
of any perfon belonging to that fociety, the deed was im- 
puted to the malice of fome fecret enemy to the publick. 
Even aftpr 4 new temporary bridge was erefled, another 
attempt was made (in all probability by thefame incen- 
diary) to reduce the whole to aflies, but happily mifgarried, 
and a guard was appointed, to prevent any fuch atrocious 
efForts in the fequel. Dangerous tumults were raifed in 
and about Manchefter, by a prodigious number of manu- 
faflurers, who had left off working, and entered into ^ 
combination to raife, by force, the price of their labour. 
They had formed a regular plan, and colleited large fum^ 
for the maintenance qf the poorer fort, while they refufed 
to work for thpir families. They infulted and abufed aJI 
thofe who would not join in this defedion j difpcrfed 
incendiary letters, and denounced terrible threats againft 
all fuch as fliould prefume (o oppofe their proceedings! 
put thefc menaces had no ciFea upon the magiftratcs and 
juftices, who did their duty with fuch difcretion and cou- 
rage, that the ringleaders ^eing fingled out, and puniOied 
by lav, the reft were fqon reduced to order. 

§ U. In the month of June Florence Henfey, an ob- 
. fcure phyfician, and native of Ireland, who Jiad been ap- 
prehcndcd fpr treafonable praflices, was tried in the court 
of Kmg s-Berjch, on an indidmcnt for high treafon In 
thecourfeofthc trial it appeared that he had been em- 
ployed as a fpy for the French miniflry; to which, in - 
confideration of a paltfy penfion, he fent intelligence of 
fvery material occurrence in Great-Britain. ' The cor- 
rffpondcnce was managed by h« brother, a Jefuit» whc. 
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afled as chaplain and fccrcury to the Spaniih amt>aflSdour ^"^*'* 
at the Hague. The Britifti refident at that court 'having ' ( 

learned from the Spanifh minifier fome ftcrets relating to 1758. 
England, even before they were communicated to hinj 
fromthd Englifh miniftry, was induced to (et on foot aa 
enquiry touching the fource of this information, and foon 
received an aflurance, that the fecretary of the Spaniih 
, amhalTadour had a hrother, a phyfician, in London. Tho 
fufpicion naturally arifing from this circumftance being 
imparted to the miniftry of England, Henfey was nar- 
rowly watched, and twcnty-nineof his letters were inter- 
cepted. From the contents of thcfe he was convifled of 
having given the French court the firft notice of the expe- 
dition to North-America, the capture of the two fljips, 
the Alcide and Lys, the failing and deftination of every 
fquadron and armament, and the difficulties that occurred 
in raifing money for the fervice of the publick. He had 
even informed them that the fecret expedition of the fore- 
going year was intended againft Rocbefort, and advifed a 
defcent upon Great-Britain, at a certain time and placej 
as the moil effe^ual method of diflreffing the govern- 
ment, and affeiaing the publick credit. After a long 
trial he was found guilty of treafon, and received the fcn- 
(ence of death ufually pronounced on fuch occafions : but 
whether he earned forgivenefs by fome material difcovery, 
or the minifier foiind him fo infenfible and infignificant 
that he was afhamed to take his life, he efcaped execution, 
^nd was pardoned, on condition of going into perpetual 
exile. The feverity of the government was much about 
the fame period exercifed on Dr. Shebbeare, a publtck 
writer, who, in a feries of printed letters to the people of 
England, had animadverted on the condufl of the miniftry 
in the moft acrimonious term^, fiigmatifed fome great 
flames with all the virulence of cenfure, and even aflaulted 
the throne itfelf with oblique infmuation and ironical 
fatire. The miniftry, incenfed at the boldnels, and ftill 
more enraged at the fuccefs of this author, whofe writingt 
^ere bought witb avidity by the publick, deterjnined to, 
punifli 



378 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

BOOK, punifh him fevercly for his arrogance and abufe, and he 

■ ' , was apprehended by a warrant from the fecretary's office. 
i7jg. His iixtb letter to the peopIeofEngland was pitched upon 
as the foundation of a profecution. After a fhort trial in 
the court of King's-Bcnch, he was found guilty of having 
written the fixih letter to the people of England, adjudged 
a libellous -pamphlet, fentenced to Hand in the pillory, to 
pay a fmall fine, to be imprifoned three years, and give 
fecurity forbisfuturcgood behaviour: To that, in eifeiS, ihit 
good man fuffered more for having given vent to the un- 
guarded cffufions of miltaken zeal, couched in the language 
of paUion and fcurtility, than was inBi^ed upon Henfey, 
a convided traitor, who had a^ed as a fpy for France, 
and betrayed his own country for hire. 

§ III. Amidfl a variety of crimes and diforders, arifing 
^om impetuofity of temper, unreined palBon, luxury, ex- 
travagance, and an almoA total want of police and fubor- 
dination, the virtues of benevolence are always fpringing 
up to an extraordinary growth in the British foil ; and here 
charities are often eltablifhed by the humanity of indivi- 
duals, which in any other country would be honoured as 
naiional inftitutions : wi(nefs the great number of hof- 
pitals and infirmaries in London and Weftminfier, eredted 
and maintained by voluntary contributions, or raifed by 
the princely donations of private founders. In'thecourfc 
of this year the publick began Xo enjoy the benefit of fe-r 
vera] admirable inditutions. Mr, Henry Raine, a private 
gentleman of Middlefex, had, in his life-time, built and 
endowed an hofpital for the maintenance of forty poor 
maidens. By his wUl he bequeathed a certain fum of mo- 
ney to accumulate at intereft, under the management of 
trultces, until the yearly produce fhould amount to two 
biindred and (en pounds, to be given in marriage- portions 
to two of the maidens educated in his hofpital, at the age 
of twenty-two, who fbould be ihc beft recommended fur 
piety and induflry by the matters or miftrefles whom they 
had ferved. In the month of March, the fum deflined for 
tltis laudable purpofe was completed ; when the truflces, 
- by 
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by publick advertifement, fummoned the maidens educated ^ ha p. 
in the hofpital to appear on a ccrcain day, with proper, ccr- ^ ' . 
tificates of their behaviour and circumllances, that fix of 1758. 
the moft dcferving might be feleded to draw lots for the 
prize of one hundred pounds, to be paid as her marriage 
portion, provided Oie married 3'man of an unblemiflied 
charafler, a member of the church of England, reliding 
within certain fpecilied partfhes, and approved by the 
fruflees. Accordingly, on the firft of May the candidates " 
appeared, and the prize being gained by one young wo- 
man, in prefence of a numerous adcmbly of all ranks, 
attra^d by curiofity, the other five maidens, with a fixth, 
added in lieu of her who had been fuccefsful, were marked 
/or a feeond chance on the fame day of the following year, 
when 9 feeond prize of the fame value would be prefented : 
thus a new candidate will be added every year, that every 
maiden who has been educated in this hofpita), and prev 
ferved her charadler without reproach, may have a chancy 
for the noble donation, which is alfo accompanied with the 
fum of five pounds to defray the expenfe of the wedding 
entertainment. One fcarce knows whether moil to ad- 
mire the plan, or commend the humanity of this excellent 
inftitution. Of equal and perhaps fuperior merit was 
another charitable eltablifliment, which alfo took efiedl 
about this period. A fmall number of humane indivi- 
duals, chiefly citizens of London, deeply afFe<£ted with the 
fituation of common proftitutes, who are certainly the 
moft forlorn of all human creatures, formed a, generous 
refolution in their i^vour, fuch as even the beft men of the 
kingdom had never before the courage to avow. They 
confidered chat many of thefe unhappy creatures, fo 
wretched in themfelves, and fo produSive of mifchief to 
fociety, had been feduced to vice in their tender years by 
the perfidious artifice of the otherliut, or the violence of 
unruly pafiion, before they had acquired experience to 
guard againd the one, or forelight to perceive the fatal 
f;onfequences of the other : that the jewel, repuUtion, 
(jeing thus irretrievably loft, perhaps in one unguarded 
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'?i?^ moment, they were covered with ihame and 'difgrace, 
^ _ - ' , j abandoned by their families, excluded from all pity, rc- 
j7jB. gard, and alHftance : that, itung by fclf-convidion, in- 
itilted with reproach, denied the privilege of penitence 
and coatmion, cut oS from all hope, impelled by indi- 
gence, and maddened with defpair, they had plunged. into 
« life of infamy, in which they were expofed to deplorable 
viciffitudcs of mifery, and the mod excruciating pangs of 
teflexion that any human being could fuflain : that, what- 
ever remorfe they might feel, howfoever they might deteft 
.dieir own vice, or long for an opportunity of amendment, 
ibey were entirely dellitute of all means of reformation : 
thay were not only deprived of all pofljbility of profiling 
by thofc precious moments of repentance, and becoming 
again ufeful members of fociety ; but, in order to earn a 
miferable fubfiflence, were obliged to perfevcre in the paths 
ctf pratlitution; and a€l: as the instruments of heaven's vea- 
geaoce in propagating diflempsr and profligacy, in ruining 
the bodies and debauching the minds of their fellow-cre!^ 
turcs. Moved to fympathy and compafllon by thefe con- 
riderations, this virtuous band of alTociates determined to 
provide a comfortable afylum for female penitents, to 
which they might fly, for Ihelier from the receptacles of 
vice, tbetniferiesof life, and the fcorn of mankind ; where 
fhey might indulge (he falutary fenttraents of reoiorf^ 
-make their peace with heaven, accuftom themfclves to in- 
dutlry and temperance, and be profitably reunited to fo- 
ciety, from which they had been fo unhappily diflevered. 
The plan of this excellent inllitution being formed, was 
put in execution by means of voluntary fubfcription, and 
' the houfe t^ned in Goodman's-fields, under the name of 
the Magdalen- kofpttal, in the monthof Auguft j when 
fifty petitions were prelented by penitent proftitutes, (blli- 
citing admittance. Another afylum was alfo opened by 
thchandofprivatecharity, on the Surrey-fide of Wcftmin- 
fier-bridge, for the reception and education of female 
orpfaans, and children abandoned by their pareoit. 

/ Siv. 
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5 IV. Nor was encouragement tefufed to thofe who CHAP, 
diftinguifbed themfelves by extraordinary talents in any ■ j 

.brsuichof the liberal and ufeful aita and fciences, though i7iS. 
no -Mccenas appeared among the miniflert, and not the 
lead ray of patronage glimmered from the throne. The 
proteftion, countenance, and gratification fecured in other 
countries by the inftitution of academies^ and the liberalities 
of princes, the ingenious in England derived from the 
gencrofiCy of a pubiicic, endued with tafle and fenfibility, 
eager for improvement, and proud of patronizing extra- 
ordinary merit. Several years had already elapfed 
{tnci a fociety of private perfons was inftituted at London, 
for the encouragements of arts, manufactures, and com- 
merce. It confifted of a prefident, v ice- prefi dent, fecre- 
tary, rcgifter, colle^or, and other officers, cle<Sed from a 
very confiderable number of members, who pay a certain 
yearly contribution for the purpofes of tbe infticuiion. In 
the courfe of every year they held eight genera] meetings 
in alarge aiTembly-room, built and furnilbed at the com- 
mon expenfe ; befidcs the ordinary meetings of the fociety, 
held every week, from the fecond Wednefday in Novem- 
ber to the laft Wednefday in May; and, in the interme- 
diate time, on the firft apd -third Wednefday of every 
month. At thefe ordinary meetings, provided the num- 
ber then prcfent exceeded ten, the members had a right to 
proceed on bulinefs, and power to appoint fuch committees 
as they (hould think neceJlary. The money contributed 
by this afTociation, after the necdTary expenfe of the fo- 
ciety had been deduced, was expended in premiums for 
planting and hufbandry'j fordifcoveriesand improvements 
in cliemiftry, dying, and mineralogy ; for promoting the 
ingenious arts of drawing, engraving, calling, painting, 
ftatuary, and fculpture ; for the improvemetit of manu- 
fa^ures and machines in the various articles of hats, 
crapes, druggets, mills, marbled- paper, fhip-blocks, fpin- 
ning-wheels, toys, yarn, knitting, and weaving. They 
likewife allotted fums for the advantage of the Britifh colo- 
nies in America, and bellowed premiums on thofe fettlers 

who 
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BOOK wholhould cxcell in curing cochineal, planting logwooJ- 

^ _ ^ _ ' ^ f trees, cultivating olive-trees, producing myftle-wait, 
ij^i. making pot-a(b, preferring railini, curing {afBour, making 
iilk and wtnes, importing fturgeon, preparing ifiilglafi, 
planting hemp and cinnamon, fcxtrai^ng opium and the 
gum of the peffimon-tree, colleAing flones of the mango, 
which fttould be found to vegetate in the WcQ-Indiesj 
raifingfilk^grafs, and layingoutprovincial gardens. They, 
tnoreovcr, allotved a gold medal, in honour of him whd 
fhould compofe the beft treatife on the arts of peace, con- 
taining ati hiftorical account of the progreffirc improvQ- 
ments of agriculture, manufactures, and commerce in the 
kingdom of England, with the ededis ofthofe improve- 
ments on the morals and manners of the peopU, and 
pointing out the m oft proper means for their future ad- 
vancement. In a word, the fociety is fo numerous, the 
Contributions fo cgnfiderable, the plan fo judiciouHy laid^ 
and executed with fuch difcrction and fpirit, as to promife 
much more efFefiual and extenfive ad vantage to the publick 
than ever accrued from all the boafted academies of 
Chriftendom. The artills of London had long maintain- 
ed a private academy for improvement in the art of draw- 
ing from living figures; but, in order to extend this ad- 
Vantage, which was not attained without difficulty and 
cxpenfe, the Duke of Richmond, a young nobleman of the 
moft amiable charaifter^ provided a large apartment at 
Whitehall, for the ufe of thofe who ftudied the arts of 
painting, fculpture, and engraving ; and furnifhed it with 
a colje^ion of original plaifler cafls from the beft antique 
flatues and buSa at Roipe and Florence. Here any leafner 
had liberty to draw, or make models, under the eye and 
infiru£tions of two eminent artifts ; and twice a year the 
munificent founder beftowed premiums of filver medals on 
the four pu[uls who excelled the reft in drawing frcHn a 
certain figure, and making the beft model of it in bajlb- 
relievo*. 

* Among other Crinraftloni tbat diftlngu'Oi th; hiRorf orCieat-Brilaia, 
Icuceayevjlides avrijr without prnduciag tome iaLidcniifaacftronglir aatCt 
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§ V. On the twenty-third day of November both chap. 

Koufes of parliament met at We{tfflinfter, when his ' . 

Majefty 1758. 

thelingular chanaerofthe EngJiili nation, A Tcry extraordinary Inllance 
of ehii nature, relating to th«Uie Duke of Marlborough, welhall recoid among 
the event! of thii year, although it derived its oiigin from the latter end of the 
laS, and cannot be properly enumerated among thole occurrence) chat appei- 
taio (0 general hiltnry. Towards the end of Noiember, in the preceding 
year, the above -mentioned nobleman received, by the poll, a' letter directed 
*■ To hi] Grace the Dulce of Marlboiough, withcaie and fpecd," and wn- 
taining this addrefs ; 

" Mv LOKD, 

*' AS ceremony is an idie thing Upon moA Occalions, more efpeciaify to per' 
ronsinmy ftateofmiad, I /hall proceed immediately to acquaint you with the 
motive and endof addrefling thisepiltle to you, which is eiju ally inletelting Ca 
us both. You are tokoow then, that my prefeat Gtuacion in llfeJi fuch, 
that I diould prefer annihilatioa to a continuance in it. Defperale direafe^ 
require defpetateremediei ; dnd you are the man I have pitched upon, either 
to make me or unmake yourfelf. As I never had the honour to live among 
the great, the leaaur of my propofilt will not be very courtly ; but let that ba 
an argument to enforce a belief of what I am no* going to write. It has em- 
ployed my invention for fome time to find out a mcthodof ddlroying another 
without expoGng my own life 1 that I have accomplifhed, and dely the Uw. 
Now, for the application of it. 1 am defpetace, and muft be provided for. 
You hate it in your power ; it it my buAncfi to make it your inclination ta 
lerve me, which you muft determine to comply with, by procuring me a gen- 
teel fupporl for my life, or your own will be at a period before this feiGon of 
parliament ii over. I have more motives than one for Gngiing you out upon 
this occiCon ; and I giveyou this fair warning, becaufe the mcani 1 Hiall make 
life of ate coo fatal to be eluded bj ibe power nf phylick. If you think thii 
ofany coBfequence,you will not fail to meet the author on Sunday neit, at 
ten in the morning, oroiiMonday (if the weatherlhauldberainyon Sunday) 
near the firft tree beyond the ftlle in Hyde-Park, in the foot-walk to Ken. 
fington. Secrefy and compliance (nay preferve you from a double danger uf 
this fort, as there it a certain part of the world where your death has mote 
than been wilbed for upon other motlvei. I know the world too well to 
trail this fecret in any brealt hut my own. A few dayi determine me your 
ftUnJ or enemy. 

■' F E L T O N. 

" Vou will apprehend that 1 mean yon Ihould be alone, and depend upon 
it, that adifcoveryofanyartiliceinthisairair will be fatal to you. My fafety 
ii infured by my filencc, for canfelfian only can condemn me." 

The duke, in compliance with this ftrange remonfttince, ap- 
peared It the time apd place appointed, on horfeback and alone, with piilols 
before him, and the ftar of hit order difplayed, that he might be the more 
eaGly Icnown. He had likewife taken the precaution of engaging a friend to 
tllcnd in the Park, at fuch a dUlancc, however, as fcarce ts b: oUervablc, 
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BOOK Majefty being indifpored, tbe lelGon was openfd by com- 

j__*__, milBon, and the Lord-keeper harangued them to this 
1758, cffea. 

He continued fomc time an the fpot without 'Ceeiag any perTan he could 
fufpeftof hating wiote the lenet, ind ihen rode away j buc chancing to tnnt 
bii held when he reached Hyde- Park comer, heperceiTeda raan ftinding it 
the bciJgCt and looking II the water, within twenty yaidi of the tree which 
wu dercribed in the letter. He forthwith tode bick at 1 gentle pace, and 
pafling bythe peifoa expeded to be addreflisl, but u noadnnce of thii kind 
«ai made, he, in repailing, bowed totbeliranger, and alkedif hebadnocfome- 
thing to communicate. The man leplyirg, " No, I don't know you j" the 
Duke Cold himhii name, adding, ■' Now you know me, 1 imagine yon bare 
romethingeorayto me." But he ftill anrweted in the negative, and tbe Duke 
rode home. In a diy 01 two arterlhis tranraSion another letter was brought 
to him, couched in che following terms : 
" My Loan, 
*■ YOU receive this a) an acknowledgement of yout punAuallty as to the 
time and place of meeting on Sunday !afl, though it was owing to you it iD- 
fwered no putpofe. The pageantry of being armed, and tbe enfign of your 
Older, were ufelers, and Coo conrpicuous. You needed no attendant, 
the place was not calculated for mifchief, nor was any intended. If yon 
-walkin thewelt aille ofWeftrntntiei-Abliey, towards elcTcn o'clock qo Sun- 
day next, your fagacity will point out the perfon whom you will addtefs, by 
atking his company to cake a turn or two with you. " You will not fail, on 
enquiry, to be acijuainted with the name and place of abode. According ta 
whfch direaioa you will pieafe Co fend two 01 three hundred pound bank- 
note! the ntxt day by the penny-polt. Eiert not your curiolity too early ; it 
h in youi power to make me graceful on certain terms. I hate friendi wha 
are faithful, but they do not bark before they bite. 

I am, &c. « F." 
The duke, determined, if poffible, to unveil this myftery, repaired to the Ab- 
bey at the time prefcribcd, and, after hating walked up and down Kir fire or £x 
minutes, faw the very fame perfon to whom he had fpoke in Hyde-Park enter 
the Abbey, with another man of acredltable appearance. Thii latl, al^rthey 
had viewed fome of the monuments, went into the choir, and the other turn- 
ing back, advanced towards the duke, who iccollinghini, alked if ^e had anf 
thing to fay to him, or any commands for him ? He replied, " No, my lord, I 
havenol."-" Sure you have j" fa Id the duke, but bepcrfiftedia his dtnial. 
Thentbeduke leaving kim, took feveral lurni in tbeaille, whiletbeftranger 
walked on the other lide. But nothing further palled between chem, and 
although the duke had provided feveral pcrTunl m difguife to apprehend the 
dellnqi^ent, he forbore giving the lignal, that, notwithltanding appearance!, he 
might run no rifijue of injuring an innocent perfon. Not long after &a 
fecond difappoinCment he received a third letter, to tbe foUowlng etfea : 
" M V L o a r, 

impanion on Sunday : 1 intEijiret it u 
e, bnt fuch proceeding is far from being 
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tlkSt. He toid them, his Majefty had dirc£ted the lord* chap. 

flf the commiffion to aCurc his parliaioeac that he always ,__, '^ 

Vol. IV. C c received 1758. 

Ingenuaui, and may ptodaci bad cDefb, whilll it a impofllble to antvtct the 
•od pra)iored. You wiU lee me again foan, as ic wen by iccidEnt, and miy 
udy find where I go to ; in confequcnct of which, by being fenl to, I iliail 
waic on your gfsM, but expefl to be quite alone, and to converfe in whifpen i 
JOB will I'kewife give your honour, upon meeting, that no pirt of tfceeon- 
veifadoa Stall tranfpire. Tiiefe and the former tEtms complied vrith enfura 
yourfafetjt my reienge, in cafe of non-compliance (or anyfcheme to ex- 
pofe me) will be flower, but not the lefi fure i and Arong fafpicion [he ut- 
moll that can polEUy enfaeuiian it, while the chances would be tenfold againft 
70U. You will poQibly be in doubt after the meeting, but it ij quite nccelTaiy 
~ the outGde Ihauld be a malk to the in. The family of the Bloods is not ex' 
tinQ, though thry are not inmyfihcme." 

The eipreffiDn, " you will fee me again foon, a> it were by accident," 
flainly pointed at the perlbn to whom he had fpoke in the Park, and in the 
Abbey i neverthelefi, he faw him not again, nordid hehearany thing tiiilher 
of the affair for two months, at the expiration of which the poll brought him 
thefollowingletter: 
" May it pleafe your Grace, 

" I Have reaian to believe that the fon of one Barnard, afurrejor, in 
Abingdon- buildings, Wcftminfter, isacquainted with fome fecretsthatnearly 
concern your fafety : his father ii now out of town, which will gite you an 
opportunity of queSioning him more privately; it would be ufelefs to your 
grace, as well as dasgerouB to me, to appear more publickly in this affair. 
" Your Cacere friend, 

" ANONYMOUS. 
•' He frequently goes to Storey's-Gate coflee- houfe." 
In about a week after this intimation waireceived, the Duke fent a perTon 
to the coffee- houfe, to enquire for Mr. Barnard, and tel 1 him he would be glad tO 
fpeaktobitn. ThemelTage was deliTered, and Barnard declared he would wait 
Bpon hi) grace next Thuifday, at half an hour after ten In the motalng. He 
WIS piin^ual to his appoiatmeot, and no fooner appeared than the Duke recog- 
nifed him to be the psrfon to whom he had fpoke in the Park and the Abbey. 
Having conduced him into an apartment, and (hut the door, he alked, as before, 
if he had any thing to communicate j and was anfwered, as formetly, in 
the negative. Then the Duke repeated every clrcumflance of this Ifrange tranf. 
a£l!oni to which Barnard liAened with attentionandfutptife, yet without eihl- 
bicing any marks of confcious guilt or confulion. The Duke obferYlng that ~ 
it was matter of aftonifliment to fee letters of fuch import written witfrthe cor- 
reftnefs of a fcholar, the other replied, ihata man might be very poor and *eiy 
learned it the fame time. When he fiwthe fourth letter, in which his name 
wiimentioned, with the circumftance of hii father's abfence, hs faid, "It 
ia very odd, my father was then out of town." An eiprelTion the more re- 
markable, ai the letter was without date, and he could not, as an innocent 
man, befuppofed tp know at what time it was written. The Dukebaving 
na4e himacquaintedwith the particulars, told him, thatif hewas innocent 
lu ought to life hi) endtaraurs la dettd the writer of tiie letters, efpeclally of 
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received the higheft fatisra^tion in being able to lay befoiv 
them any events that might promote the honour and in- 

tereft 

thelaft. In whiclHie was nprcfilf nimcd: To cUi adlnarition he Kturaed 
RDOthw inrwcr but a finiie, aad dien wilhdicw.-^He wn afteivardi takco 
Into cultody, and tried at [h: Old-Bailey, for leadiDg a ChccaEenicg letter.caii- , 
Iratj to theftatute; but no evidence could be found topro« the letteiiwere 
of hisbandwjiting; nor did any prefumption appear againft him, e»cepchi« 
bcingin Hyde-Park, and in Weftmintbr- Abbey, at the time and place ip< 
painted in the two lirft letters. On, the other hand, Mr. Bvaatd prorcd, 
that on the Sunday, when he faw the Duke in Hyde-Patk, hewaion tut 
way to Kcnfington, on particular bufinefs, by hii father's order, lignified to 
him thai veiy morning : that he accordingly wentthither, and dined with hii 
uncle, in company with feveial otbet pcrfons, to whom be rciutd ithit h;<d 
paired between the Duke of Marlborough and him in the Park: that hit 
being afterwards In Weaminftcr-Abbey wai the effea of mere accident i 
that Mr. J ame J Greenwood, hli kinfman, who had lain the preceding nigh I 
■t hit father') houfe, dcGred him to drefshimfeif, that they might walk to. 
gether in the Park ; and he did not comply with his requeft till after much 
foUicitation i that he propofed to enter the Hark without paffing through the 
Abbey, but wai prcTailed upon by Mr. Greenwood, viho exprelTed a defire of 
feeing thi newly- ereaed monument of General Hargrave; thatiihe had 
foimerly communicated to hii friend the Arange circumftance of the Duke't 
fpeaking to him in Hyde-Park, Mr. Greenwood no fooner faw that noblemaii 
in the Abbey, than he gave notice to Mr.. Barnard, who wii ve0 lhort.figIit- 
ed : and that, from his palling them fevetal times, concludinghe wanted (a 
fpeikwithMr. Barnard ainne, he quitted him, and retired into the chut, 
thatthey might commune together without interruption. ItEkewife appeared 
from undoubted evidence, that Barnard had often mentioned openlj, to hia 
friendsandscquaiotance, the eitcumftancei of whit pafled between him and 
the Duke in the Park, and in the Abbey: that kis father was a man of un- 
blcmifhcd ceputition, and In affluent circ;imftancti : that he himfelf waa 
never reduced to any want, orfuch eilgence a> might impel him to any defpc- 
rate methods of obtaining money: chat hii Melityliad been often tried, and 
hii life alwaj! irte^roachahle. For thefe reafoni he wai acquitted of the 
Crimelaidto lus charge, and the myltery remains to thla day undifcoverrd. 

After all, the author of the letters does not feem to have had any naldeGgn 
to eiLort money, becaufe the fcheme wai very 11] calculated for chat pHrpofe, 
ar.d. indeed, could not poITiblyiakeeffea, without the molt imminent tifine 
of detcflion. Perhaps hia aim was nothing more than to gratify a petiJance 
anil peculiarity of hiimoui,bjalarmlngtheDuke,eiciting the euriofity of the 
publick, puzzling the mulritude, and giving rife to a thoufand ridlculoo) con- 
jeflures. If aAy thing mote was intended, and the Duke earneiUy deGred to 
know tife extent of the fcheme, be might, when he clefeCed the perfon fnf- 
pefled, base encouraged him to a declaration, by promifing invblabte fecnfy 

obligation. On the whole, it is furprillng that thedeathof the Doke, ifUA 
hij-pcncd in tho courfe of this year, was never attributed to the fecret pnw- 
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tercfl of his kingdoms : that, in confequence 6f their ad-, Chap^ 
vice, and enabled by the aififlance which they unanimoufly ^ ' f 
gave, his MajcftyhatJ exerted his endeavours to carry on 175*- 
the war in the mod vigorous manner, in oi'der to attain 
that defirea hie end, always to be wiQied, a fafe and honour- 
able peace* : that it had pleafed the Divine Providence to 
blefs his meafures and arms with fuccels in feveral parts, 
and to make the enemies of the nation feel that the Hrength 
of Great-Britain is not to be provoked with impunity: 
that the conqueft of the ftrong fortrcfs of Louifbourgi 
with the iflands of Cape-Breton and St. John} the demo- - 
lition of Fronienac, of the higbefl: importance to his 
operations in America, and the redui^ion of Senegal^ 
could not fail to bring great diftrefs on the French .com- 
merce and colonies, and, in proportion, to procure great 
advantage to thofe of Great-Britain. He obferved, that 
France had alfo been made fenfible, that whilft her forces 
are fent forth to invade and ravage the dominions of her 
neighbours, herowncoalts are not inaccedible to his Ma- 
jefty's fleets and armies : a (ruth which {he had expe- 
rienced in the demolition of the works as Cherboyrg, 
ere^ed at a great expenfe, with a particular view to an- 
noy England, as well as in the lofs of a great number of 
Ibips and veflels ; but no treatment, however injurious 
tahis Majefty, could tempt him to make retaliation on 
the innocent fubjeSs of that crown. He told them, 
that in Germany his Majefty'a good brother, the King of 
Pruifia, and Piince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, had found 
full employment for the armies of France and her con- 
federates, from which the Englilh operations, both by Tea 
and in America, had derived the moil evident advantage j 
their fuccclTes, owing, under God, to their able condud^ 
and the bravery of his Majefty's troops, and thofe of his 
C c 2 allies,, 

6cM of Ms incendiary corrffpond'^nt, who had given Mm Wundcifland, th»e 
hii vengeanct, though llow, would not be the lefs certain. 

• In ths month of Autuft, the King, in quality of Eleflor of HanoTfr, 
having occifton for ti»o hundred thoufand poundj, j loan by fubfcrlption for 
that fum vrai opened M the Bank, and filled immsdiatelj b> ftvca or eight 
mi>Dey-(lMlen of London. 
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BOOK allies, having been fignal and glorious. The Kiagf 

, , . ' f moreover, commanded them to declare, that the commqn 
175S, caufe of libertjr and independency was flill making noble 
and glorious efforts againft the unnatural union formed to 
opprefs it : that the commerce of his fubje£b, the fource 
of national riches, had, by the vigilant prote£lion received 
from his Majefty's fleet, flourilhed in a manner not to be 
paralleled during fuch troubles. In this ftatc of things, 
he faid, the King, in his wifdom, thought it unoeceflary 
to ufe many word s to perfuade them to bear up againft 
all diSicuJties, efFedually to fland by and defend his Ma- 
jefty, vigoroudy tofjpport the King of Fruffia, and the- 
reft of his Majefty's allies, and to exert themfelvcs to 
reduce their enemies to equitable terms of accommodation. 
He obferved to the Houfe of Commons, that the uncom- 
mon extent of this war, in different parts, occafioned it to 
be uncommonly expenfive : that the King bad ordered 
them to declare to the Commons, that he fincerely la- 
mented, and deeply felt for the burthens of his peof^e : that 
the- feveral cftimates were ordered to be laid before them ; 
and that he defired only fuch fupplics as fhould be requi- 
fite to pufh the war with advautage, and be adequate to th« 
neceflary fervices. In the Jail place, he affured them the 
King took fo much fatisfaftion in that good harmonr 
which fubfifted among his faithful fubje£ls, that it was 
more proper for him now to thank them for it, than to 
repeat his exhortation to it : that this union, neceflary at 
all times, was more cfpecially fo in fuch critical con- 
junaures ; and his Majefty doubted not but the good 
effedls the nation had foiind from it would be the flrongeft 
motives to them to purfue it. — The reader will, no doubt, 
be furprifed to find this harangue abound with harflinefs of 
period and inelegancy of expreffion : he will wonder that, 
in particolarifing the fuecefles of the year in America, no 
mention is made of the redudion of Fort Du Quefnc oa 
the river Ohio; a place of great importance, both from 
its ftrength and fituation, the ereaion of which had been 
one great motive to the war between the two nations : but 

he 
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he will be ftill more furprifed to hear it declared from the 
throne, that the operations, both by fea and in Americ 
had derived the moft evident advaAtage from the war in 
Germany. An afTertion the more extraordinary, as the 
BridQi miniftry, in their anfwer to the Parallel, which we 
have already mentioned, had exprefsly afErmed, that *' none 
but fuch as are unacquainted with the maritime force of 
England can believe, that without a diverfton on the 
continent, to employ part of the enemy's force, (he is not 
in a condition to hope for fuccefs, and maintain her fu- 
pcrtority at fea. — That theymuft be very ignorant, indeed, 
who imagine that the forces of England are not able to 
rcfift thofe of France, unlcfs the latter be hindered from 
turning all her efforts to the fea." It is very remarkable, 
that the Britifh minillry Should declare that the war in 
Germany was favourable to the EngliOi operations by fea 
and in America ; and almoft in the fame breath accufe 
the French King of having fomented that war. Let us 
fuppofe that France had no war to maintain in Europe; 
and afk in what manner (he, in that cafe, would have op- 
pofed the progrefs of the Britifli arms by fea, and in Ame- 
rica i Her navy was reduced to fuch a condition that it 
durft not quit her harbours j her merchant-fliips were all 
taken, her mariners confined in England, and the fea wai 
covered with Britifh cruifers : in thefe circumftances, 
what expedients could Qie have contrived for fending fup- 
. plies and re -en force men is to America, or for oppofing the 
naval armaments of Great-Britain in any other part of the 
world ? — None. Without fhips and mariners, her troops, 
ammunition,' and llores were, in this refpeA, as ufelefs as 
money to a man (hip wrecked on a d e Ibl ate i Hand. But, 
granting that the war in Germany had, in fome meafure, 
diverted the attention of the French miniftry from the 
profecution of their operations in America (and this is 
granting more than ought to be allowed] the queftion is 
not, whether the holltlities upon the continent of Europe 
prevented France from fending a great number of troops 
tto Canada i but whether the war in Germany was either 
C c 3 neccflary 
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*'ii?^' "^^fl^T oi" expedient for diftrefling the French moreer. 

]^ _ ' f fcdlually in other parts of the world f Surely every intelli- 
)7sS, gent man of candour mufl anfwer in the negative. The 
expenfe incurred by England for fubfidies and armies in 
the Empire exceeded three millions flerling annu^ly; 
and this enormous expenfc, without being able to protect 
Hanover, only fervcd to keep the war alive in different 
parts of Germany. Had one half of this fum been era- 
ployed in augmenting and ej:tending the naval armaments 
of Great-Britain, and in re enforcing her troops in Ame- 
rica and the WefV-Indies, France would have been, atthis 
day, deprived of all her fugar colonies, as well as ofher 
fettlements on the continent of America ; and being ab- 
folutelycut olF from thefe fources of wfallh, would have 
' found it impracticable either to gratify her fi^bfidiarics, or 
to maintain fuch formidable armies to annoy her neigh- 
bours. Thefe are truths, which will appear to the con- 
viction of (he pubiick, when the illufive fpells of unfub- 
itantial vii5lory are diflblved, and time fhall have difperfed 
the thick mifts of prejudice, which now fcem tp darken 
and perplei; the undcrftanding of the people. 

§ VI, The conduiS of the adminiftration was fo agree- 
able to both Houfcs of parliament, that in their addrcfs to 
the throne they exprefled their unftiaicen zeal and loyalty 
to his Majefty's perfon, congratulated him on the fuccefs 
of his arms, and promifed to fupporC his meafures and 
allies with fteadinefs and ajacrity*. It was probably i a 
confequence 

* That the charge aF difsifeaion to the king's perfan, which was fo londl; 
trumpeted by former minilleii and their adherents againll all tbofe who had 
ho ne% and courage 10 oppofe the meafures of a weak andcotnipt adminiftra- 
tion, was entire! J falfe, and without foundation, ipprared at this Junfiotei 
"hen in tlie midft of a cruel, oppteflive, and continental war, muntained 
by the blood and Ireafuie of Great-Britain, all oppofitionceafed in both Houfei 
ofpajliamsnt. The addtefles of thanks to hji. Majcfti(, which are alwayi 
diflated by the immediate fenaatj of the crown, were unanimoully adopted 
inbodiHoufes, and not only couched id terms ofapplaiiff,bute(en inflated with 
pxprcQion; of rapttire and admiration. They declared themfeltei fenfible, 
that the operations of Great- Britain, both by fea and in America, had re- ; 
ceiTcd the aioSt eiident and important advantagei from the mainteaance of 
the Tar in Germany, and Ccanei eager M cfpoufe an^ mufuielbat nUgiU 
gratifji the inclination* of tbeffTCitlgn, 
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Cotirequence of this afTurancc that a new treaty betvreen C M a p. 
Great-Britain and Pruffia was concluded at London on ** 
the fcventh day of December, importing, That as the 17 jS. 
faurthenfome war in which the King of Pruffia is engaged 
lays him under the ncceffity of making frefti efforts to de- 
fend himfelf againd the muititude of-enemies who attack 
his domrnions, he is 'obliged to take new meafures wich the 
King of Engird, for their reciprocal defenfe and fafetyj 
and his firiCanntck Majefly hath, at the fame time, figni- 
fied his earneftdefire to ftrengthen the friendfliip fubfifting 
between the two courts, and, in confequence ihereof, to 
conclude a formal convention, for granting to his Pruffian 
Majcfty fpeedy and powerful ai&ftance, their Majefties 
have nominated and authorifcd their minifters to concert 
and fettle the following articles ; — All formal treaties be- 
tween the two crowns, particularly that figned at Weft- 
ajjnfteron the i6th day of January, in the year 1756, 
and the convention of the nth of April, in the year 
1758, are confirmed by the prefent convention of the 
lath of April, in the year 1758, in their whole tenor, 
as if they were herein inferted word for word. The 
King of Great-Britain fball caufe to be paid at Lon- 
don, to fuch perfon or pcrfons as Ihall be authorifed by 
.the Kjng of Pruffia for thatend, the fum of four millions 
«f rix-doHars, making fix hundred and feventy thoufand 
j)Ounds fterling, atone payment, immediately on the ex- 
change of the ratifications, if the King of Pruffia Ihall 
fo require. His Pruffian Majefty Ihall employ the faid 
fum in fupporting and augmenting his forces, which fliall 
aS in fuch manner as ftiall be of tlie greateft fervice to the 
common caufe, and contribute moll to the mutual de- 
fenfe and fafety of their faid Majellies. The King of 
Great-Britain, both asking andeleflor, and the King of 
Pruffia, reciprocally bind themfelves not to conclude 
.with the powers that have taken part in the prefent war 
any-treaty of peace, truce, or other fuch like convention, 
but by common advice and confent, each exprefsly in- 
cluding therein the other. The ratification of the prefent 
convention Ihall be exchanged within fix weeks, orfooner, 
C c 4 if 
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it poffible. IncBcia, this treaty wot no other than « 
, renewal ofthefubfidy from year to year, bec&uCeicwasnoC 
thought proper to flipulate in the Jirft fubfidiaiy con- 
vention an annual fupply of fuch importance until the war 
Jhould be terminated, left the people of Kngland fliouIJ 
be alarmed at the profpe^ of fuch fucceffive burthens^ 
and the complaifance of the Commons be in fome future 
ieflion exhaufted. On the whale, tbis was perhaps the 
moft extraordinary treaty that ever was conceded j fork 
contains no fpecification of articles, except the p^ment 
of the fubiidy: ?very other article w^ left to the in- 
terpretation of his Pruffian Majefty, 

§ VII. The parliament, having performed the ceremony 
of addrefles to the throne, immediately proceeded to the 
great work of the fupply. The two committees in the 
Houfe of Commons were immediately eftablifbcd, and 
continued by adjournments to the month ef May, by the 
twenty-third day of which all their re fojutions were taken. 
They voted fixty thoufand men, including fourteen thou- 
fand eight hundred and forty-five marines, for the fervice 
of the enfuing year; and for the operations by land, a 
body of troops amounting to fifty-two thoufand five hun- 
dred and fifty-three cfFcilive men, befides the auxiliaries 
of Hanover, Heffe, Brunfwidc, Saxe-Gothai and Budce- 
bourg, to the number of fifty thoufand, and five battalions 
on the Irifli eftablifhmcnt, in adual fervice in America 
snd Africa. For the maintenance of the fixty thoufand 
men employed in the fea-fervice, they granted three millions 
one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds; for the land- 
forces, one million two hundred fifty-fix thoufand one 
hundred and thirty pounds, fifteen fhillings, and twopence; 
for the charge of the additional five battalions, forty 
ihoufand eight hundred and feventy-nine pounds, thirteen 
fliillings, and nine pence; for the pay of the general ar>d 
ftafF-officers, and hofpitals of the land-forces, fifty-two 
thoufand fourhundred and eighty-four pounds, oncfliilling, 
?nd eight pence; for maintaining the garrif^As in this 
plantations, Gibraltar, Nova-Scotia* Newfoundlmd, 
ffovidence, Cape-Breton, af^d Senegal, the fum of feven 
' (Wfldr?4 
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hundred and forty-two thouTand five hundred and thirty- chap. 
one pounds, five fliiHJngs, and feven pence j for the ^'_ . 
charge ofordnance for land fervice, two hundred and twenty ,;jj. 
, thoufand feven hundred and eighty-^-nine pounds, elevea 
Ailtings, and nine pence; for extraordinary fervice per- 
formed by the fame office, and not provided for by parlia- 
ment in the oourfe of the preceding year, three tiundreil 
twenty-three thoufand nine hundred and eighty-feven 
pounds, thirteen (hilfings, and three pence ; for the ordi- 
nary of the navy, including half pay, to fea officers, two 
hundred and thirty-eight thoufand four hundred and 
tiinety-one pounds, nine (hillings and eight pence; to- 
wards the fupport of Green wich-hofpital, and for the out- 
penfiooersof Chelfea-college, the fum of thirty-fix thou- 
sand pounds. They allotted for one year's expenfe in- 
curred by the foreign troops in the pay of Great- Britain, 
one million two hundred thirty-eight thoufand one hun- 
dred and feventy- feven pounds, nineteen fhillings, and 
ten pence, over and above fix ty thoufand pounds for en- 
abling his Majefly to fulfil his engagements with the Land- 
grave of Hefle-Caflel, purfuant to the feparate article of , 
a new treaty concluded between them in the month of 
January of this current year, ftipulating that this fum 
fhould bepald to hisferene highnefs, in order to facilitate - 
the means by which he might again fix his refidcnce in 
his own dominions, and by his prefence give frefh courage 
to his faithful fubjcfts. Eighty thoufand pounds were 
granted for enabling his Majefty todifcharge the like fum, 
railed in purfuanceofan aitpaffed in the preceding fefllon, 
9nd chu'ged upon the fiift aids or fupplies to be granted 
in this feltion of parliament. The fum of two hundred 
thoufand pounds was voted towards the building and rc~ 
pairing fhips of war for theenfuing year. Fifteen thou- 
fand pounds were allowed for improving London-bridge | 
and forty thoufand on account for the Foundling-hofpital. 
For the charge of tranfports to be employed in the courfe 
of the yewc they affigned fix hundred fixty-feven thou- 
fand feven hundred iuid twcnty-onc pounds, nineteen 
ibillings, 
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BOOK niillings, and feven pence: for maintaining the colonies 

-. '_ I of Nova-Scotia and Georgia they beftowed twenty-five 
■ 7j9. thoufand two hundred and thirty-eight pounds, thirteen 
Shillings, and five pence. To replace iums taken from 
the finlcing fund, thirty-three thoufand two hundred and 
fifty-two pounds, eighteen Shillings, and ten pence half- 
penny; for maintaining the Britifh forts and fettlementa 
on the coaft of Africa, ten thoufand pounds; and for 
paying off the mortgage on an eflate devifcd for the en- 
dowment of a profelTorfhip in the univetlity of Cambridge, 
the fum of twelve hundred and eighty pounds. For the 
expenfe of the militia they voted ninety thoufand pounds : 
for extraordinary expenfes relating to the land-forces, in- 
curred in thecourfeof lall year, and unprovided for by 
parliament, the fum of four hundred {Ixiy-Ax thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty-live pounds, ten {hillings, and 
five- pence three farthings. For the purchafe of certain 
lands and hereditaments, in order to fccure the King's 
docks at Portfmouth, Chatham, and Plymouth, they 
granted thirty-fix thoufand nine hundred and fixty-fix 
pounds, two (hillings, and ten pence. They voted two 
hundred thoufand pounds for enabling his Majeftyto give 
proper compenfations to the refpeflivc provinces in North- 
America for the expenfes they had incurred in levying 
and maintaining troops for the fervice of the publtck. 
They granted twenty thoufand pounds to the Eaft-India 
company, towards enabling them to defray the expenfe 
of a military force in their fettlements ; and the fame fum 
was granted for carrying on the fortifications to fecurc the 
harbour of Milford. Tomakegoodfeveralfumsiflijedbyhis 
Majelty, for indemnifying the innholdetsand vi^uallcrsof 
Hampfhire for the expenfes they had incurred in quartering 
theHeflian auxiliaries in England; foran addition tothefa- 
'laries of judges, and other lefs confiderablepurpofes, they al- 
lowed thefum of twenty-fix thoufand one hundred and feven- 
ty eight pounds, fixteen (hillings, and fix-pence. Finally, 
they voted onemiliion, upon account, forenabliAgthc King 
to defray any extraordinary expenfe of the wtr, incurred, or 
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to be incurred, for the fervice of the current year i and to CHAP. 
take all fuch meafures as might be neccflary to diftppoint i _ r 
or defeat any enierprifes or defigns of his eneaiies, as the *7n' 
exigency of affaifs flwuld retjuire. The fum of all the 
grants voted by the commitcee of fupply amounted to 
twelve millions feven hundred fixty-one (houfand three 
hundred and ten pounds, nineteen (hillings, and five-pence. 
§ VIII. The Commons were ftill employed in delibera- 
tions on ways and means on the twency-fecond day of 
May, when Mr. Secretary Pitt communicated to them a 
melTage from the King, couched in thefe terms : " His 
Majefty, relying on the experienced zeal and aflei^lion of 
his faithful Commons, and confidering that, in this 
eritical conjunfiure, emergencies may arife, which may 
be of the utmoft importance, and be attended with the 
moft pernicious confequences, if proper means fhould not 
immediately be applied to prevent or defeat them, is de- 
firaus that this Houfe will enable him to defray any ex^ 
. traordinary expenfes of the war, incurred, oi; to be incur- 
red, fgr the fervice of the year one thoufand feven hundred 
and (ifty-nine, and to talce all fuch meafures as may be ne< 
ce0ary to difappoint or defeat any enterprifes or defigns of 
his enemies, and as the exigencies of affairs may require," 
This mefTage being read, a motion V as made, and agreed 
to ntm. con. that it Ihoutd be referred to the committee, 
who forthwith formed upon it the refolution, whereby one 
million was granted, to be raifed by loans or Exchequer- 
bills, chargeable on the ,firft aids that Ihould be given ia 
the next feflion. This produced a bill enabling his Ma- 
jelly to ratfe the fum of one million, for the ufes and pui^ 
pofes therein mentioned, comprehending a claufe, allovr- 
ing the Banlc of England to advance, on the credit of the 
loan therein mentioned, any fum not exceeding a million, 
notwithflandingthea£lof thefifihandfixthyearsinthereign 
of William and Mary, by which the Bank was eftablifhed, 
§ IX. The bills relating folely to the fupply being dif- 
Cufled and expedited, the Houfe proceeded as ufual to ena£t 
^ber laws for the advantage of the community. Petitions 
having 
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BOOK having been j>rerented by the cities ofBriftol and NeW" 

I - -' f Sarutn, alledging, that fince the laws prohibiting the 
I7J9. making of low wines and fpirits from grain, meal, and 
flour had been in force, the commonalty appeared more 
fober, healthy, and induftrious ; reprefcnting the ill con- 
sequences which they apprehended would attend the re> 
peal of thefe laws, and therefore praying their continu- 
ance ; a committee of the whole Houfe refolved that the 
prohibition to export corn fbould be continued to the 
twenty-fourth day of December, in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and fifty-nine; fubjc£t neverthelcfs to fuch 
provifions for (hortening the faid term of its continuance 
as fhouM therefore be made by any a£t of that feflion, or 
by his Majefty, with the advice of his privy- council, during 
the recefs of parliament ; that the aS for difcontinuing 
the duties upon corn and Hour imported, o^ brought in as 
prize, was not proper to be further continued ; and that 
the prohibition to make low wines or fpirits from any fort 
of grain, meal, or flour fhould be continued to the twenty- 
fourth day of December, in the year onethoufand feven- 
hundred and fifty.nine. Before the bill was formed on 
thefe refolutions, petitions arrived from Liverpool and 
Bath, to the fame purport as thofe of Briftol and Sa- 
"rum J while, on the oth« hand, a remonftrance was 
prefented by a great number of the malt-diftillers of the 
city and fuburbs of London, alledging, that it having been 
deemed expedient to prohibit the diflilling of fpirits fiom 
any fort of grain to the twenty-fourth day of Decembef 
then inllant, fome of the petitioners had entirely ceafed to 
carry on the bufinefs of diRilling, while others, merely 
with a view to preferve their cuflomers, the compDimd 
diftillfrS) and employ fame of their fervants, horfes, and 
ntenfils, hid fubmittcd to carry on the dillillation of fpirits 
from melafles and fu gars under great difadvantages, in 
full hope that the laid reftraint would ceafc at the expira- 
tion of the limited time, or at leaf): when the neceffity which 
occalioned that reftraint fliotild be removed ; that it was 
with great concern thty obferved a bill would be brought 

in 



G E O R G E 11. 39^ 

in for protrading the faid prohibition, at a time when the c H a p. 
price of all manner of grain, and particularly of wheat and , . 

barley, was confiderably reduced, and, as they humbly i7jg, 
conceived, at a rcafonable medium. They expatiated on 
the great lofs they, as well as many traders and artificers 
dependents upon them, muft fuftain, in cafe the (aid bill 
Ihould bcpalTed intoa law. They prayed the Houfc to 
talce thefe circumftances into confideration, and either 
permit them to carry on the diftillation from wheat, malt, 
and other grain, under fuch rcftri<5tions as fboutd be 
judged neceffary ; or to grant them fuch other relief, in 
refped of their fevcral loSTes and incumberances, as to the 
Houfe (hould feem reafonable and expedient. This pe- 
tition, though ftrenuoufly urged by a powerful and clamo- 
rous body without doors, did not meet with great encou- 
ragement within. It was ordered to lie upon the table, 
and an in{iru£lion was given to the committee, empower- 
ing them to receive a claufe or claufes to allow the tranf- 
portation of certain quantities of meal, flour, bread, and 
bifcuit to the iflands of Guernfey and Jerfey, for the fole 
ufe of the inhabitants i and another to prohibit the ma- 
king of low wines and fpirits from bran. Much more 
attention was paid to a petition of feveral farmers in the 
county of Norfolk, reprefenting, that their farms confifled 
chiefly of arable land, which produced much greater 
<)uantities oF corn than could be confumed within that 
county; that in the lall harvefl there was a great and 
plentifulcropof all forts of grain, thegreatefl part of which 
had, by unfavourable weather, been rendered unfit for fale 
at London, or other markets, forborne confumption; that 
large quantities of malt were then lying at London, 
ariftng chiefly from the crops of barley growing in the 
year one thoufand feven hundred and tifty-feven, the fale 
of which was flagnated ; that the petitioners being in- 
formed the Houfe had ordered in a bill to continue the 
prohibition of corn eicported, they begged leave to obferve, 
that, fliould it pafs into a law, it would be extremely pre- 
judicial to all, and ruin many farmers of that county, ai 
4 ihcy 
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BOOK riiey had offered their corn for fale at divers ports and 
^ '_f markets of thefaid county; but the merchants refufed to 
»7S9. buy it at any price, alledging its being unfit for the Lon- 
don market, the great quantity of corn with which that 
market was already overdocked, and their not being al- 
lowed either to export it, or make it into malt for expor- 
tation : they, therefore, prayed this prohibition might be 
removed, or they the peiiiioners indulged with fome other 
kind of relief. Although this remonftrance was duely 
confidered, the bill pafled with the amendments, becaufe 
of the provifo, by which his Majefty in council was em- 
powered to fliotten the date of the prohibition, with re- 
fpe£t to the exportation of corn, during the recefs of par- 
liament : but the temporary reftraint laid upon diftillation 
was made abfolute, without any fuch condition, to the no 
fmall difappointment and mortification of.the diftillers, who 
had fpared no pains and expenfe, by private foJlicitation and 
ftrenuous difpute in the publick papers, to recommend 
their caafe to the favour of the community. They urged, 
that malt fpirlts, when ufed in moderation, far from being 
prcjudicial'to the health of individuals, were in many damp 
and marlhy parts of the kingdom abfolutely neceflary for 
preferving the field- labourers from agues, and other d\- 
ftempers produced by the cold and moifture of the climate \ 
that if they were debarred the ufe of malt-fpirits, they 
would have recourfe to French brandy, with which, as 
they generally refided near the fea coaft, the fmugglers 
would provide them almoft as cheap as the malt-fpirits 
could be afforded ; thus the increafed confumption of 
French fpirit would drain the nation of ready money to a 
confiderable amount, and prejudice the King's revenue in 
the fame proportion. They obferved, that many diftillers 
had already quitted that branch of trade, and difpqfed of 
their materials; that all of them would probably take the 
_ fame refolution, fiiould the bill pafs into a law, as no man 
could forefee when the prohibition would ceafe, fhould it 
be continued at a time when all forts of grain abounded 
in fuch plenty : that the very wafle of materials by difufc. 
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ovcrandabovethelyiDgoutofthemoney, would be of great chap. 
prejudice to the proprietor : thusthe bufinefsof diftilling, ^ ' j 

by which fo many families were fupported, would be ba- i7S9* 
nifhed from the kingdom entirely: efpecially, as the ex- 
penfe of cftablilhing a large diftillery was fo great, that 
no man would choofe to employ his money for this pur- 
^ofe, judging from experience, that Tome future accidental 
fcarciiy of corn might induce the legiflatiire to interpofe 
s ruinous delay in this branch of bulinefs. They affirmed, 
that, from the exceffive ufe of malt-fpirits, no good argu- 
ment could be draWn againft this branch of traiBck, no • 
more than againft any other" conveniency of life : that 
thcexceffive ufe of common beer or ale was prejudicial to 
the health and morals of the people, yet no perfon ever 
thought of putting an end to the pra^ice of brewing, in 
order to preventthe abufeof brewed liquors. They urged, 
that in all parts of Great-Britain there are fome parcels 
of land that produce nothing to advantage, but a coarfe 
kind of barley, called big, which, though neither fit for 
brewing or for baking, may neverthelefs be ufcd in the 
diflillery, and is accordingly purchafed by thofc concerned 
in this branch at fuch an encouraging price as enables 
many farmers to pay a higher rent to their landlords thaa 
they could otherwife afFord ; that there are every year 
fome parcels of all forts of grain fo damaged by un- 
feafonable weather, or other accidents, as to be 
rendered altogether unfit for bread or brewery, and 
would prove a very great misfortune to the farmer, 
if there was no diflillery, for the ufe of which 
he could fell his damaged commodity. They alferted, 
that malt-fpirits were abfolutely necelTary for profc- 
cucing fome branches of foreign commerce, particu- 
larly the trade to the coaft of Africa, for which traffick 
no alTortment could be made up without a large quantity 
of geneva, of which the natives are fo fond, that they will 
noc traffick with any merchant who has not a confiderable 
quantity, not only for fale, but alfo for prefents to cheir 
chiefs and rulers: that the merchants of Great-Britaitt 
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BOOK tnuH either have this commodity of their own produce, 

. ' ' _f or import it at a great national expenfe from Holland; 
1759., that the charge of this importation, together with the 
duties payable upon tt, fome part of which is not to be 
drawn bacic on exportation, will render it impolBbJe for 
the traders to fell it fo cheap on the coaft of Africa as it 
might be fold by the Dutch, who ate the great rivals of 
Great-Britain in this branch of commerce. To thefts 
arguments, all of which were plaufible, and fome of them 
vranrwerable, it was replied, that malt fpirits might 
be confideted as a fatal and bewitching poifon, which had 
aflually debauched the minds and enervated the bodies of 
the common people to a very deplorable degree-, that, 
without entering, fijrther into a comparifon between the 
ufe and abufe of the two liquors, beer and geneva, it 
would be fufficient to obferve, that the ufe of beer and ale 
had produced none of thofe dreadful efFeifis which were 
the cqnfetjuences of drinking geneva; and fince the pro- 
hibition of the diftiilery of malt-fplrits had taken place, 
the common people were become apparently more fober, 
decent, healthy, and induftrious : a circumAance fufficient 
to induce the legiflature not only to intermit, but even 
totally to abolilh the praflice of diftiilation, which has 
ever been produftivc of fuch intoxication, j-iot, diforder, 
and dittemper, among the lower clafs of the people, as 
might be deemed the greateft evils incident to a well regu- 
lated commonwealth. Their aflertion with refpc^t to the 
coarfe kind of barley, called big, was contradicted as a 
deviation from truth, inafmuch as it was ufed in making 
malt, as well as in making bread: and with refpe^ to 
damaged corn, thofe who underftood the nature of grara 
affirmed, that if it was fpoiled to fuch a degree as to be 
altogether unfit for either of thefp purpofes, the diilillers 
would not purchafe it at fuch a price as would indemnify 
the farmer for the charge of threfhing" and carriage ; for 
the diHillers arc very fenfible that their greateft profit is 
derived from their diftilling the malt made from the beft 
barley, fo that the increafe of the produce far exceeded 
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in proportion the advance of the price. It was not, how- 
ever, an ea^y matter to prove that the diflillation of malt- 
fpirits was not necefiary to an advantageous profecution of 
thecommerceon thecoaft of Guinea, as well as among the 
Indians In fome parts of North-Am^ica. Certain it is, 
that in thefe branches of traffick the want of Geneva may. 
be fupplied by fpirits tjiftilled from fugars and melalles. 
After all, it muft be owned, that the good andfaluiiry. 
eftcias of the prohibition were vifible in every part of the 
kingdom, and no evil cbnfequences enfued, except a di- 
minution of the revenue in this article : a conlideration 
which, at all times, ought to be facrificed to the health 
and morals of the people : nor will this confideration be 
found of any great weight, when we re fled that the left 
the malt-fpirit is drunk, the greater quantity of beer and 
ale will be confumed, and the produce of the duties and- 
excife upon the brewery be augmented accordingly. 

§ X. In the mean time, all forts of grain continuing 
to fall in price, and gtcat plenty appearing in every part of 
the kingdom, thejuflices of the peace, and of the grand 
juries aJTembled at the general quarter felllons of the peace 
held for the county of Norfolk, compofcd and prefented 
to the Houfe of Commons, in the beginning of Februa- 
ry, a petition, reprefenting, that the-weather proving un- 
favourable in the harvelt, great part of the barley raifed in 
that county was much damaged, and rendered unfit for 
an^ other ufe than that of being made into malt for 
exportation; that, unlefs it Ihould be fpeedily manu* 
fa£iured for that purpofe, it would be entirely fpoiled, arid 
perilli in the hands of the growers ; a lofs that muft be 
very fenfibly felt by the land-owners ; they, therefore, en- 
treated that leave might be given for the exportation of 
malt; and that they might be favoured with fuch further 
relief, as to the Houfe Ihould feem ju(i and reafonable. 
In confequence of this petition, the Houfe refolved itfetf 
into a committee, to deliberate upon the fubje6l; and as 
it appeared, upon examination, that the price of grain 
wasreduced very low, and great abundance dilfufed through 
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BOOK the kingdom, they refolveil, that the Continuance of that 

I - - • P*rt ot the a<5t, prohibiting the exportation of grain, 

1759. ought to be abridged and Ihortcned, and the exportation 

of thefe commodities allowed, under proper regulations 

with refpefl to the time of fuch exportation, and the 

allowance of bounties thereupon. A bill being founded 

on thefe refolutions, was difcufTcd, and underwent feveral 

amendments: at length, it was fent with a new title to 

the Lords, who palTed it without further alteration, and 

then it obtained the royal fan^ion. 

§ XI. While this affair was under the delibcFatlon of 
the committee, the Commons unanimoully ifTucdan order 
for leave to bring in a bill to continue, for a limited time, 
the && of laft feJlion, permitting the importation of falted 
beef from Ireland into Great- Britain, with an inftruftion 
to receive a claufe extending this permilSon to all forts of 
falted pork, or hog meat, as the officers of the cuflom- 
houfehad refufed to admit hams from Ireland to an entry. 
The bill likewife received another confiderabie alteration, 
importing, That, inftead of the duly of one (hilling and 
three pence, charged by the former afl on every hundred 
weight of Talced beef or pork imported from Ireland, which 
was found not adequate to the. duty payable for fuch a 
'quantity of fait as is requifite to be ufed in curing and 
ftlting thereof J and to prevent as well the expenfe to the 
revenue, as the detriment and Jofs which would accrue to 
the owner and importer, from opening the cafics in which 
the provifion is generally depofited, with the p icicle or 
brine proper for prefcrving th? fame, in order to afcerUia 
the net weight of the provifion liable to the faid duties— 
for thefe reafons it was ena^ed, That from and after the 
twenty-fourth day of laft December, and during the con- 
tinuance of this aa, a duty of three {hillings and four 
pence {hould be paid upon importation for every barrel or 
cafkof falted beef or pork containing thirty-two gallons j 
and one fljilling and three pence for every hundred weight 
of failed beef, called dried beef, dried nears tongues, or 

dried 



n,g,t,7.cbyGOO^Ie 



O E O R G E II. 4oy 

dried hog-meat, and fo in proportion forjany greafer of chap. 
IclTcr quantity. ^ 

§ XII. Repeated complaints having htin made to the 175J. 
government by neutral nations, erpecially the Dutch, that 
their Ihips had been plundered, and their crews maltreated, 
by Tome or the Knglifh privateers, the legiflature refolved 
to provide effeiflually againft any fuch outrageous praiStices 
for the future : and with this view the Commons ordered a 
bill to be brought in, for amending and explaining an aft 
of the twenty-ninth year of his Jate Majefty's reign, inti- 
tuled, " An aft for the encouragement of feamen, and 
*' more fpeedy and efleftual manning of his Majefty's 
" navy." While the committee was employed in pe- 
rufing commiffions and papers relating to private fiiips of 
war, that they might be fully acquainted with the nature 
of the fubjefl, a confiderable number of merchants and 
Others, inhabiting the iflands ofGuernfey and Jerfey, pre- 
fented a petition to the Houfe, alledging, that the inha- 
bitants of thofe iflands, which lie in the Biitilh cliannel, 
within fight of the French coaft, had now, as well as in 
former wars, embarked their fortunes in equipping fmall 
privateers, which ufed to run in clofe with the French 
(bore, and being difguifed like fitting- boats, had not only 
taken a confiderable number of prizes, to the great an-, 
noyance of the enemy, but alfo obtained material intelli- 
gence of their defigns, on many important occafions ; 
that thefe fervices could not be performed by large veffels, 
which durft not approach fo near the coaft, and indeed 
could not appear without giving the alarm, which was 
communicated from place to place by appointed fignals. 
Being informed that a Sill was depending, in order to pro- 
hibit privateers of fmall burthen, .they declared that fuch a 
' law, if extended to privateers equipped in thofe iHands, 
would ruin fuch as had invefted their fortunes in fmall 
privateers ; and not only deprive the kingdom of the before- 
mentioned advantages, but expofe Great-Britain to infinite 
prejudice from the fmall armed vefiels of France, which 
the enemy in that cafe would pour abroad over the whole 
D d 2 Channel, 
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BOOK Channel, to the great annoyance of navigation and com- 

^ ' I merce. They' prayed, therefore, that fuch privateers as 
1759. belonged to the illands of Guernfey and Jerfey might be 
wholly excepte4 from the penalties contained in the bill, 
or that they (the petitioners) might be heard by their 
counfel, and be indulged with fuch relief as the Houfe 
ihould judge expedient. This rcprefentation being re- 
- ferred to the confideration of the committee, produced 
divers amendments to the bill, which, at length, obtained 
the royal aflent, and contained thefe regulations: That, 
after the firft day of January in the prefent year, no com- 
midion {hould be granted to a privateer in Europe under 
the burthen of one huhdrcd tons, the force of* ten catriage 
guns, being three- pounders or above, with forty men at 
theleall, unlefs thelords of the Admiralty, orperfonsau- 
thorifed by them, fhould think ht to grant the fame to any 
fliip of inferior force or burthen, the owners thereof 
giving fuch bail or fecurity as fliould be prefcribed : that 
the lords of the Admiralty might at any time revoke, by 
an order in writing under their hands, any commiffion 
granted to a privateer j this revocation being fubjefl to an 
appeal to his Majefty in council, whofe determination 
fhould be final : that, previous to the granting any com- 
miffion, the perfons propofihg to be bound, and give 
fecurity, ihould fevcrally make oath of their being re- 
fpeitively worth more money than the fum forwhich^they 
were then to be hound, over and above the payment of alt 
llieirjuft debts : that perfons applying for fuch commiffions 
fhould make application in writing, and therein fet forth 
a particular and exafl defcription of the veflel, fpectfying 
the burthen, and the number and nature of the guns on 
board, to what place belonging, as well as the name or 
names of the principal owner or owners, and the number 
of men : thefe particulars to be inferted in the commiffion, 
and every commander to produce fuch commiffion to the 
Cuftom-houfe officer who fiiould examine the veflel, and, 
(indinghcranf^er the defcription, give a certificate thereof 
gratis, to be deemed a neceQiiry clearance, without which 

the 
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the comnnancler ihould not depart: that if, after the fir ft chap. 
day of June, any captain of a privateer Ihould agree for \_ ' j 
the ranfom of any neutral veiTel, or the cargo, or any part 1759. 
thereof, after it fliould have been taken as prize, and in 
purfuanceof fuch agreement fhould aflually difcharge fuch 
prize, he (houid be deemed guilty of piracy; but that 
with refpeA to contraband merchandifc, he might talce it 
on board his own (hip, with the confent of the commander 
of the neutral veffcl, and then fet her at liberty ; and that 
no perfon Ihould purloin or embezzle the faid merchandife 
before condemnation : that no judge, or other perfon 
belonging to any court of Admiralty, Ihould be concerned 
in any privateer : that owners of vellels, not bring under 
fifty, or above one hundred tons, whofe commifllons arc 
declared void, fhould be indcoinified for their lots by the 
publick: that a court of oyer and terminer, and jail de- . 
livery, for the tryal of olFenfes committed within the 
jurifdiStion of the Admiralty, fliould be held twice a-year 
in the Old Bailey, at London, or in ^ucb other placewichin 
England, as the board of Admiralty fhould appoint: chat 
the judge of any court of Adfhiralty, after an appeal inter- 
pofed, as well as before, fhoujd, at the requeft. of the 
captor ^>r claimant, iiTue an order for appraifing the cap- 
ture, when the parties do not agree upon the value, and 
an inventory to be taken j then exaft fecuricy for the full 
Talue, and caufe the capture to be delivered to the perfon 
giving fuch fecurity; but, fhould obje^ionbe made to the 
taking fuch fecurity, the judge fhould, at therequeftof. 
either party, order fuch merchandife to be entered, landed, 
aod fold at publick au£lion, and the produce be depofited. 
at the Bank, or in fonie publick fecurities ; and in cafe of 
fecurity being given, the judge fhould grant a pafs in fa- 
vour of- the captgre. Finally, the force ofthisaflwas, ' 
limited to the duration of the then war with France only, 
rphis regulation very, clearly demonltrated, that whatever 
violences might have been committed on the fhips of neu- 
tral nations, they were by no means countenanced by the 
legilUture, oi the body of the people. 

D d 3 § XIII. 
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§ Xin. Every circumftance relating to the reformation 

of the marine muft be an important objeft to a nation. 
whofe wealth and power depend upon navigation and com- 
merce: but a confideration of equal weight was the efla- 
blifhment of the militia, which, notwiihllanding the re- 
peated endeavours of the parliament, was found flilt in- 
complete, and in want of further al£lVance from the legi- 
flaturc. His Majefty having, by the Chancellcff of the 
Exchequer, recommended to the Boufe the making ftiit- 
able provifion for defraying the charges of (he militia dur- 
ing the current year, the accounts of the expenfe already 
incurred by this eftablifliment were refeired to the com- 
mittee of fupply, who, after having duejy perufed them, 
refolved, that ninety thoufand pounds Oiould be granted 
on account, towards defraying the charges of pay and 
clothing for the militia, from the laft day of the laft year 
to the twenty-fifth day of March in the year one thoufand 
{even hundred and fixry, and for repaying a fum advanced 
by the King for this lervice. Leave was given to biing; 
in one bill purfuant to this refolution, and another to en- 
force the execution of the laws relating to the militia, 
remove certain difficulties, and prevent the inconve-* 
niencies by which it might be attended. So intent were the 
majority on both fides upon this national meafure, that they 
not only carried both bills to the throne, where they re- 
ceived the royal alTenti but they prefentedan addre& to 
the King, dcfiring his Majefty would give direiSiona to his 
lieutenants of the feveral counties, ridings, and places in 
England, to ufe their utmoft diligence and attention for 
carrying into execution the feveral adls of parliament r&- 
lating to the militia. By this time all the individuals that 
conftittited the reprefentatives of the people, except fuch at 
aflually ferved in the army, were become very W*ll dlf- 
pofed towards this inftitulion. Thofe who really wiflieil 
well to their country had always exerted thcmfelves in it« 
favour: and it was nowjikewife efpouied by thofe who 
forefaw that the eftablifliment of a national militia would 
enable the adminiftratJon to lend the greater number of 
regular 



G E O R G E II. 407 

Tegular troops to fight the battles of Germany. Yet how CHAP, 
xealous foever the legiflature might be in promoting this ^ ' f 
inllitution, and ngtwithflanding the fuccefs with whirh 1759. 
many patriots exerted their endeavours through different 
parts of the kingdom in railing and difciplining the mili- 
tia, it was found not only difficult, but almoft impraftica- 
ble to execute the intention of the parliament in Ibme par- 
ticular counties, where the gentlemen were indolent and 
enervated, or in thofe places where they looked upon iheif 
commander with contempt. Even Middlefex itfelf, 
where the King refides, was one of the laft counties in 
-which the militia could be arrayed. In allufion to this 
liackwardnefs, the preamble or firft cUule in one of the 
prefent adls imported, that certain counties, ridings, and 
places in England had made fomc progrefs ineftablifliing 
the militia, without completing the fame, and that in 
■certain oiher counties little progrefs had been made therein, 
his Majetty's lieutenants and the deputy lieutenants, and 
xll others within fuch counties or diftrifls, were therefore 
ftriaiy requiredfpeedily and diligently to put thefe afls in 
«xecucion. The truth is, fome of thefe unwarlike com- 
mander failed through ignorance and inadlivity; others 
gave or offered commiffions to fuch people as threw a ridi- 
cule and contempt upon the whole cftabliftiment, and 
-confequently hindered many gentlemen of worth, fpirit, 
and capacity from engaging in the 'ervice. The mutiny- 
bill, and that for the regulation of the marine-forces while 
onfliorc, paired through the ufual forms, as annual mea- 
fures, without any difpute or alteration*. 

' D d 4 § XIV. 

• The next bill thit fell under the cognimice of the Houfe related 
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if poft-fines under the crown of Enel.nd. They ej 
meriitedind explained the difficult let snder which they laboured, in raiBng 
and colUffing thefe fine, within rhe refpeOiye courtiei , (.«tkdarly when 
the eft«e conveyed by fine *.. no more than a tight of re.erf.on, in wr>KU 
Mfethey could «« polTibly levy the poft-fine, liulefi the purchafer (hould 
dhuinpolTeflion within the term of thell.eriffaUy, or payitofhijownf.ee 
will, » (he, could not dift.aln while the land, were .0 the-poffefflon ot .he 
donee. They, thtrefore, propoted a metbM for railinB theft P-ft-^j;'^^ 
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§ X[ V. A committee having been appointed to enquire ■ 
A'hat laws were expired, or near expiring, and to reporc 
their opinion to the HouCe touching the revival or conti- 
nuation of thefe laws, they agreed to fevera! refolutions; 
fn coiifequence of which the following bills were brought 
in, and enadVed into laws; namelj', an a£t for regulating 
the laftage and ballaltage of the river Thames } an aS for 
continuing the law relating to thepunifliment of perfons 
going armed ordifguifed; an ail for continijing feveral 
laws near expiring; an aiS concerning the admeafure- 
ment of coals; and an a^ for the relief of debtors, with 
refpe£t to the imprifonment of their perfons. This laft 
was almoft totally metamorphofed by alterations, amend- 
ments, and additions, among which the moft remarkable 
were thefe : that where more creditors than one fh^U 
charge any prifoner in execution, and defire to have him 
detained in prifon, they fhaironly refpeitively pay him 
each -fuch weekly fum, not exceeding one {hilling and 
fiK-pence per week, as the court, at the time of his being 
remanded, Ihall dire^ : that if any prifoner, defcribed by 

the 

■ppointed toe that purpofe ; and prayed that leave 
E in a bill accotdinEly. This ijetition was fttonded 
King, importing, that his Majefly, as fat as hit in- 
ga*e his confent that the Hoyfe might aft in this 
hould thinic proper. 

in a tommittee of the whole Houfe, having taken into coo- 
ts of the petition, formed feveral rtfolutiDns j upon whifh 
a bill wa. founded for tlie more regular and eafy collffling, accoonting for, 
md paying of poft.fines, which ftould be Jue to the crown, or to the gtiniees 
thereof under Che crown, and for the eafe ofiheriffs in refpeft to (he fame. 
SefotEitpjlTedinioalaw, howaver, it was oppofed by a pctitioniofaTour of 
one William Daw, aiunalick, clerk of the King', filver^ffice, ailedging, 
that llioold the bill pafs, it would deprive the faid Daw and hi. fuccefToVs of 
an ancient fee belonging to his office, on fearchts mads for poft.fines by the 
under-lhsriffi of the fcnetal eonntiei j therefore, praying that fuch provi&oa 
might be rqade for the faid luoatick as to the Houfe Ihaold feem juft and 
reafonable. This, and divert other petitioni refpeaing the hill, being tJif- 
cufied in the commiitet, it underwent feveral amendment., and was enafled 
into a law ; the particulars of which cannot be properly undetftood vfithout a 
pteviouseiplanationof this method of conveying eftales : a fubjeft ohfcore la 
itfclf, founded upon a feeming fgbterfuge of law, f.arce reconcileahie with the 
^ifljtr) of commoa fenfe, and confcquently improper for thtpeaof an hiC. 
(Piiaii, . • 
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thea^, ftiall remain in prifon three months after being CHAP. 
committed, any creditor may compel him to give into , .1. ,, 
' court, upon oath, an account of his real and perfonal 1759. 
eftate, to be difpofed of for the benefit of his creditors, 
they confenting to his being difchaCged. Why the hu-' 
manity of this law was confined to thofe prifoners onljr 
who are not charged in execution with any debt exceed- 
ing one hundred- pounds cannot eafily be conceived. A t 
man, who, through unavoidable misfortunes, hath funk ' 
from affluence (o mtfery and indigence, is generally a 
greater obje<a of compaffion than he who never knew the 
delicacies of life, nor ever enjoyed credit fufficient to con- 
tra^ debts to any confiderabte amount : yet the latter 
is by this law entitled to his difcharge, or at leaft to a 
maintenance in prifon ; while the former is left to llarv« 
in gaol, or undergo perpetual imprifonment, amidH all the 
horrours of mifery, if he owes above one hundred pounds 
to a revengeful and unrelenting creditor. Wherefore, 
in a country, the people of which juftiy pique themfelves 
upon charity and benevolence, an unhappy fellow- citizen, 
reduced to a ftate of bankruptcy by unforefeen lofiea in trade, 
fhould be fubjciled to a puniftimcnt, which, of all others, 
mufl be the moft grievous to a free-born Briton, namely, 
the entire lofs of liberty; a punifbment which the moft 
-flagrant crime can hardly deferve, in a nation that difclaims 
the torture ; for, doubtlefs, perpetual imprifonment muft 
be a torture infinitely hiore fevere than death, becaufe 
protra£led through a feries of years fpent in mifery and 
defpair, without one glimmering ray of hope, without the 
tnoftdiflant profpeft of deliverance f Wherefore the legi- 
flature fhould extend its humanity to thofe only who are 
the leaft fenfible of the benefit, becaufe the moft able to 
ftruggle under misfortune; and wherefore many valua- 
ble individuals Ihould, for no guilt of their own, be not 
pnly ruined to themfelves, but loll to the community? 
are queftions which we cannot refolve to the fatisfa£iion 
of the reader. Of all imprifoned debtors, thofe who are 
fonfined for Urge fums may be deemed the moft wretched 

and 
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BOOK and forlorn, becaufe they have generally fallen from ^ 
. ' , fphere of life where they had little acquaintance with 
1759, neceffity, and were altogether ignoiam of the arts by which 
the feverities of indigence are alleviated. (Jn the other 
hand, thofe of the tower clafs of mankind, whofe debts 
arc fmall in proportion to the narrownefs of their former 
credit, have not the fame delicate feelings of calamity. 
They are inured to hardlhip, and accullomed to the la- 
bour cf their hands, by which, even in a prifon, they can 
earn a fubfiftence. Their rcverfe of fortune is not fo 
great, nor the tranfiiion fo aSe^ing. Their fenfations are 
HOC delicate; nor are they, like their betters in mif- 
fortune, cut off from hope, which is the wretch's laft com- 
fort. It is the man of fentiment and fenfibility who, in 
this Jituation, is overwhelmed with a complicationof mife- 
ly and ineffable dtllTefs. The mortification of his pride, 
his ambition blafted, his family undone, himfelf deprived 
of liberty, reduced from opulence to extreme want, from 
the elegancies of life to the moll fqualid and frightful 
fcenes of poverty and affliiSion ; divefled of comfort, 
deftitute of hope, and doomed to linger out a wretched 
being in the midd of infult, violence, riot, and uproar : 
thefeare refieclions fo replete with horrour, as to render 
him, in all refpeifts, the moft miferable objea on the face 
of the earth. He, alas I though poffeffed of talents that 
might have effentially fcrved, and even adorned fociety, 
while thus reflrained in prifon, and affefled in mind, can 
exert no faculty, nor ftoop to any condefcenfion, by 
which the horrours of his fate might be affuaged. He 
fcorns to execute the loweft offices of menial fervices, par- 
ticularly in attending thofe who are the obje^sof con- 
tempt or abhorrence: he is incapable of exercifing any 
mechanicic art, which might afford a happy though a 
fcanty independence Shrunk within his difmal cell, 
furrounded by haggard poverty, and her gaunt attend- 
ants, hollow-eyed famine, ftiivering cold, and wan dif- 
eafe, he wildly cafts his eyes around : he fees the tender 
partner of his heart weeping in lilentwoci he hears his 
helpleli 
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belplefs bates clamorous for foftenance ; be feels hlmfelf chap, 
the importunate cravings of human nature, which he . ^ - ' t 
cannot fatisfy ; and groans with all the complicated pangs 1759, 
of internal aiiguifh, horrour, and defpair. Thefe are not 
the fictions of idle fancy, but real piflures, drawn from 
nature, of which almoft every prifon in tnglajid will af- 
ford but too many originals. 

§ XV. Among other new meafures, a fuccefsful at- 
tempt was made in favour of Ireland, by a bill, permitting 
the free impcrtation of cattle from that kingdom for a 
limited time. This, however, was not carried through 
both Houfcs without confidei-abSe oppofition, arifing from 
the particular interefl of certain counties and diftri^ts in 
feveral parts of Great-Britain, from whence petitions 
againftthe bill were t/anfmitted to 'the Commons. Divers 
artifices were alfo ufed within doors to faddle the bill with 
fuch claufes as might overcharge the fcbetne, and render 
it odious or alarming to the publick : but the promoter) 
of it being aware of the defign, conduiSed it in fuch a 
manner as to.fruflrate all their views, and convey it fafely 
to the throne, where it was enaded into a law. The like 
fuccefs attended another edbrt in behalf of our fellow- 
Iubjc<5)G of Ireland. The bill for the importation of Irlfh 
cattle was no fooner ordered to be brought in, thafi.the 
Houfe proceeded to take into confideration the duties then 
payable on the importation of tallow from the fame king- 
dom, and feveral witnefTes being examined, the committee 
agreed toa refolution that thefe duties fhould ceafe and 
determine for a limited time. A bill being formed ac- 
cordingly, pafled through both Houfes w(ith«ut oppofition } 
though in the preceding feSion a bill to the fame purpofe 
haS mifcarried among the peers : a niifcarriage probably 
owing to their being unacquainted with the fentiments of 
his Majefty, as fome of the duties upon tallow condltuted 
part of one of the branches appropriated for the civil lift _ 
revenue. This objeilion, however, was obviated in the 
cafe of the prefent bill, by the King's mefiage toihe Hoi^fe 
of ComtiMiiis, figaifying his Majefty's coolent, as far as 
" , bit 
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BO o K Ills intereft was concerned in the affair. By this new a£l 

\^ - '- I the free importation of Irifli tallow was petmitted for the 
i7;9. term of five years. , 

§ XVI. In ihe month of February the Commons pre- 
sented an addrefs to his Majefty, requefting that he-would 
give diredions for laying before the Houfe an account 
of what had been done, fince the beginning of laft year, 
towards fecuring the harbour ofMilford, in purfuance of 
any directions from his Majefty. Thefe accounts being 
perufed, and the King having, by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer,exhorted them to makeprowifion for fortifying 
thefaid harbour, a bill was brought in, to explain, amend, 
and render more efFeiSlual, the aifiof the laft l^ffion relating 
to this fubjeCl ; and, pa(Eng through both Houfes, received 
the ioy-dl aflent without oppofition. By this a£t feveral 
engineers were added to the commiffioners formerly ap- 
pointed ; and it was ordained that fortifications (hould bo 
ereiSled at Peter-church-point, Weftlanyon point, and 
Keyland-point, as being the mofl; proper and beftfituated 
places for fortifying the interior parts of the harbour. It 
was alfoenaSed that the commiffioners (hould appoint 
proper fecretaries, clerks, afliftants, and other officers, for 
carrying the two a&s into execution ; and that an account 
of the application of the money fhould be laid before par- 
liament, within twenty days of the opening of every 
feffion. What next attraded the attention of the Houfe 
was an affair of the utmoft importance to the commerce 
of the kingdom, which equally affed^ed the intereft of the 
nation, and the charafler of the natives. In the latter end 
of February complaint was made to the Houfe, that, fince 
the commencement of the war, an infamous traffick had 
been fet pn foot by fome merchants of London, of import- 
ing French cloths into feveral ports of the Levant, on 
account of Britifh SubjeSs. Five perfons were fum- 
moned to attend the Houfe, and the hSt was fully proved, 
not only by their evidence, but alfo by fome papers fub- 
mitted to the Houfe by the Turkey company. A bill was 
ioimtdiately contiiyed for putting a ftop to this Icandalous 
pradice. 
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praflice, reciting in the preamble, that fuch trafKck was chap. 
not only a manifeft difcouragemem and prejudice to the j 

woolen manufadlures of Great-Britain, but alfo a relief I'sg. 
to the enemy, in confequence of which they were enabled 
to maintain thewaragainR thcfe kingdoms. 

§ XVII. The next objedt' that employed the attention 
Q^F the Commons was to explain and amend a law made 
in the laft feffion for granting to his Majefty feveral rates 
and duties upon offices and penfions. The dire^ions 
fpecified in the former afl for levying this impofition hav- 
ing been found inconvenient in many refpefls, new regula- 
tions were now eftablifhed, importing that thofe de- 
duftiohs fliould be paid into the hands of receivers ap- 
pointed by the King for that purpofe; that all fums de- 
dueled under this a£l fliould be accounted for to fuch re- 
ceivers, and the accounts audited and pafTed by them, and 
not by the auditors of the imprefts, or of the Exchequer ; 
that all difpucea relating to the colleflion of this duty fliould 
be finally, and in a fummary way, determined by the 
barons of the Exchequer in England and Scotland re- 
fpeftively ; that the commiflioners of the land-tax fhould 
fix and afcertain the fum total or amount of the perquifites 
of every office and employment within their refpeflive 
diftrifts, diftinft from the falary thereunto belonging, 
tobe dedudied under the faid aft, independently of any 
former valuation or aifefTment of the fame to the land-tax ; 
and fhould rate or aflefs all offices and employments, the per- 
quifites whereof (hould be found to exceed the fum of 
one hundred pounds per annum, at one fhilling for every 
twenty thence arifing ; that the receivers fliould tranfmit 
to the commiflioners in every diftri£t where any office oc 
employment is to be affeiTed, an account of fuch offices and 
employments, that upon being certified of the truth of 
their amount they might be rated and afleffed accordingly ; 
that in all future affeffments of the land-tax the faid offices 
and employments fliould not be valued at higher rates than 
thofe at which they were aflefled towards the land-tax of 
the thirty-firtl year of the prefent reign; that the word' " 
perqulfite 

i.,,i„-,-i-,.Gooi^lc 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 
perqiiliiie ibould be undcrftood to mean fuch profits of 
offices and employments as arife from fees eftabliihed by 
cuftom or authority, and payable cither by the crown or 
the fubje£ts, in confideration of bufinefs done in the 
courfe of executing fuch offices and employmentsj and 
that a commiffioncr poflefled of any .office or employment 
might not interfere in the execution of the faid afl, ex- 
cept in what might relate to his own employinent. By the 
four laft claufes feveral falaries were exempted from the 
payment of this duty. The obje<£tions made without 
doors to this new law were the accellion of pecuniary in- 
fluence to the crown, by the creation of a new office and 
officers, whereas this duty might have been eafily colleded 
and received by the commillioners of the land-lax already 
appointed, and the inconfiftency that appeared between 
the fifth and feventh claufes: in the former of ihefe, the, 
commilfioners of the land-tax were vefted with the power 
ofafleffing the perquifites of every office within their rc- 
fpeiElive diftriits, independent of any former valuation or 
afielTinent of the fame to the land-tax i and by the latter, 
they are reftrifled from affeffing any office at a higher rate 
than that of the thirty-firft year of the reign of George II. 
§ XVIII, In the beginning of March petitions were 
oSercd to the Houfe by the merchants of Birmingham, in 
Warwickihire, and Sheffield, in Yotkfliire, fpecifying that 
the toy trade of thefe and many other towns confifted ge- 
nerally of articles in which gold and filver might be faid 
to be manufaftured, though in fmall-proporlion, inafmuch 
as the fale of them depended upon flight ornaments of 
gold and filver : that by a claufe pafled in the laft feffioD 
of parliament, obliging every perfon who fhould fell goods 
or wares in which any gold or filver was manufa^urei 
to take out an annual licenfe of forty fhillings, they the 
petitioners were laid under greatdilhculcies and difadvan- 
tages: that not only the firft feller, but every perfon 
through whofe hands the goods or wares pafled to the con- 
fumer, was required to take out the faid licenfe j they, 
therefore, requefted that the Houfe would take theft 
bardfhips 
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hardOiips and inequalities intoconfideration, and indulge CHap. 
them wich reafonable relief. The committee, to which ^ ' j 
this affair was referred having refolved that this impo- 1755, 
. fition was found detrimental to the toy and cutlery trade 
of the kingdom, the Houfe agreed to the refolution, and % 
bill being prepared, under the title of " An aft to amend, 
" the a£t made in the laft feflion, for repealing the duty 
«' granted by an aftof the fixth year of the reignofhis ' 
*' late Majefty on filver plate, and for granting a duty on 
■' licenfes to betaken out by all perfons dealing in gold 
** and filrer plate," was enafted into a law by the royal 
fanflion. By this new regulation, fmall quantities of gold 
and filver plate were allowed to be fold without licenfe. 
Inlkad of the duty before payable upon licenfes, another 
was granted, to be taken out by certain dealers in gold and 
filver plate, pawnbrokers, and refiners. This aiFair being 
difcuJTed, the Houfe took into ton fid era t ion the claims of 
the proprietors of lands purchafed for the better fecun'ng 
of his Majefty's docks, fliips, and ftorcs at Chatham, 
Portfmouth, and Plymouth ; and for better fortifying the 
town of Portfmouth and citadel of flymouth, in purfuancc 
of an adt paffed in the laft feflion. We have already fpe- 
cified the fum granted for this purpofe, in confequence of a 
refolution of the Houfe, upon which a bill being founded, 
foon palTed into a law, without oppofition*. 

§ XIX. In the month of April, a bill was brought in 

forlhe moreefFedlual preventing the fraudulent importation 

of cambricks ; and while it was under deliberation, fevera] 

merchants 

• Thsnext bill which was broughc into the Houre relaled Co the fam. 
moniiirued by the coimnitTiDneri o( the Eicifc, and juftices of the peace, tor 
the appearance or perruns oH'eiidJng agjinll:, or for fotfeltur^e incutred by the 
lawi ofEncife. Asfome doubts hid arif.n with refpeft to the method of 
rummoning infuehcafo, this bill, whkh obtained the toy a1 alTent in dus 
coutfe, enacted, thit a l'o:n mom left at the Houfe, or ufual |iUce oFrea- 

'dence, or with the wife, child, or menial fci vants of the perfon fo rumiusned, 
Ihould be held aa legal notic:, as well as the leaving fuch notice at the houfe, 
worlchoiife, warehoafe, fhop, cellar, vault, or ofual place of tefideoce of 
fuch perfon, dlceaed [o him by his righiot alTumed name ; and all dealer! ia 
coffej. tea, or chocolate were fulijeaed to the peaalty of twenty poundi ti 
often aJ they ihould negkfl w, aWcnii the commi/Tioneis of Eicife, when ' 

fuannoned m this manner* 
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BOOK merchants and wholefale drapers of the city of London 

^ ' . prefented a petition, reprefenting the grievances to which 
ijjg. ihey, and many thoufands of other traders, would be fub- 
jeSed, Oiould the bill, as it then flood, be pafled into a 
law. According to their requeft, they were heard by 
their counfel on the merits of this remonftrance, and 
fome amendments were made to the bill in their favour. 
At length it received the royal afTent, and became a law 
to the following efFefl: It enatEted, that no cambricks, 
French lawns, or linens of this kind, ufuaily entered 
under the denomination of cai^bricks, fliould be imported 
after the (irft day of next Augufl, but in baks, cafes, or 
boxes, covered with fackcloth or canvas, containing each 
one hundred whole pieces, or two hundred halfpieces, on 
penalty of forfeiting the whole : that cambricksand French 
lawns ihould be imported for exportation only, lodged in 
the king'^ warehoufe, and delivered out under like fecurity 
and reftriflions as prohibited Eaft-India merchandife ; 
and, on importation, pay only the half fubfidy : that alt 
cambricks and French lawns in the cuftody of any perfons 
fhould be depoGted, by the firft of Auguft,- in the king's 
warehoufes, the bonds thereupon be delivered up, and the 
drawback on exportation paid ; yet the goods ihould not 
be delivered out again but for exportation : that cambiiclcs 
and French lawns expofed to fale, or found in tha pofTelSon 
of private perfons, after the faid day, fliould be forfeited, 
and liable to be fearched for, and feifed, in like manner 
as other prohibited and uncuflomed goods are ; and the 
offender Qiould forfeit two hundred pounds, over and above 
all other penalties and forfeitures infliflcd by any former 
ail : that if any doubt (hould arifc concerning the fpeciea 
or quality of the goods, or the place where they were 
manufadiured, the proof fhould lie on the owner: finally, 
that the penalty of five pounds, inflicted by a former t&, 
and payable to ihe informer, on any perfon that fliould 
wear any camhrick or French lawns, Qiould ftill remain in 
force, and be recoverable, on conviifiion, by oath of one 
wilnefs, before one juftice of the peace,— The laft fucccfs- 

ful 
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fulbill which this feilion produced was that relating to the CHAP, 
sugmentation of the falaries of the judges in his Ma- . ' , 
jefty's fuperior courts of juQice. A motion having been 17$). 
made for an indrui^ion to the committee of fu^^ly, to 
confider of the faidaugmcntation, the Chancellor of the . 
Exchequer acquainted the Houfe that this augmentation 
was recommeaded to them by his Majefty. Nevcrthelefs,' 
the n^otion wai oppofed, and a warm debate enfued. At 
length, however, being xarried in the affirmative, the 
committee agreed to certain refalutions, on which a bill 
wu founded. While it remained under difcuffion, a 
motion was made for an inflrut^ion to the committee, that 
they fliould have power to receive a claufe or claufes 
for retraining the judges, comprehended within the pro- 
viiions of the bill, from receiving any fee, gift, prefent, or 
entertainment from any city, town, borough, or corpo- 
ration, or from any (berifF, jailer, or other officer, upon 
their feveral refpe^ive circuits, and from taking any gra- 
tuity from any office or officer ofany of the courts of law. 
Another motion was made, for a claufe retraining fuch 
judges, barons, and juftices, as were comprehended with- 
in the provifions of the bill, from Interfering, otherwife 
than by giving their own votes, in any ekftion of mem- 
bers to ferve in parliament^ but both thefe propofalf, 
b«ng put to the vote, were carried in the negative, 
Thefe two motions being over-ruled by the majority, the 
bill underwent fome amendments ; and, having pafTed 
through both Houfes in the ordinary coutfe, was enadled 
into a law by the royal fanflion. With refpe^ to the 
import of this a£t, it is no other than the eflabllfliment of 
the feveral ftamp-du:ies, applied to the augmentation; 
stnd the appropriation of their produce In fuch a manner, 
that the crown cannot alter the application of the fums 
thus granted in parliament. Bui, on this occafion, no 
attempt was made in favour of the independency of the 
judges, which feems to have been invaded by a late in- 
terpretation of, or rather by a deviation from, the afl of 
Settlement i in which ic is exprefsly ordained, that the 
Vol.. IV. £ c commiffion; 
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^nr°*^ commiffions of tbc judges fhould continue in force quam£a 
Y_ ' f ft btne gefferint; that their falarics Ihould be fixed, and 
i7J9- none of them removeable but by an addrefs of both Houfei 
of parliament. It was then, without all doubt, the in- 
tention- of the legiflature that every judge fhould enj<^ 
his office during lifci unlefs convifled by legal trial of 
fome mifbehaviuur, or unlefs both Houfes of parliament 
fhould concur in defiring his removal : but the doi^trine 
now adopted imports, that no commiffion can continue 
in force longer than the life of the King by whom it nu 
granted ; that therefore the commifllona of the judges muft 
be renewed by a new Icing at his accefBon, who fhould 
have it in hia power to employ cither ^hofe whom be 
finds a<£ling as judges at his acceffion, or confer tlieic 
odiceson others, with no other reftraint than that the con- 
, dition of the new commiffions ihould be quam dtu fi im 
gt£iri>ti. Thus the office of a judge is rendered more pre. 
carious, and the influence ofihe crown receives a con- 
iiderable re-enforcement. 

§ XX. Among the bills that mifcarried in the courfc 
of this fellion, we may number a fecon'd attempt to carry 
into execution the fcheme which was oifered Jaft year for 
the more cfFeflual manning the navy, preventing defertion, 
and relieving and encouraging the feamen of Great-Bri. 
tain. A bill was accordingly brought in, couched 
in nearly the fame terms which had been rejected in 
the laft iefBon; and it was fupported by a confiderable 
number of members, animated with a true fpiritof pa- 
trioiifm : but to the trading part of the nation it appeared 
one of thofe plaufible projedts, which, though agreeable in 
fpeculation, can never be reduced into pradice without a con- 
comitancy of greater evils than thofe they were intended to 
remove. While the bill remained under the confideration 
of the Houfe, petitions were prefented againftit by the mer- 
chants of Briftol, Scarborough, Whitby, Kingfton-upon- 
Hull, and l.ancafter, reprefenting. That, by fuch a law, 
the trade of the kingdom, which is the nurfery and fuppott 
of feamen at all times, and that fpiril of equipping private 
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Alps of war, which had been of diftinguiflied fervice fo CHap, 
the nation, would be laid under fuch difficulties as might ^ ' ^ 
caufe a great ftagnatlon in the former, and a total fup- 175$. 
preffion of the latter; the bill, therefore, would be highly 
prejudicial to Che marine of the kingdom, and altogether 
inefFei^ual for the purpofes intended. A great number of 
booksandpapers, relating to trading (hips and vclTels as well 
as to Teamen, and other perfons protefled or prelTed into the 
navy, and to expenfes occafioned by preOing men into 
the navy, were examined in a committee of the whole 
Houfe, and thCl)!!! was improved with many amend- 
ments.' nay, after it was printed and engrofled, fcveral 
ciaufes were added by way of rider; yet ftill the experi- 
ment feemed dangerous.. The motion for its being palled 
Was violently oppofed ; warm debates cnfued j they were 
adjourned, and rcfumed ; and the arguments againft the 
bill appeared at length in fuch a flriking light, that, when 
the queftion was put, the majority declared for the nega* 
tive. The regulations which bad been made in parlia-' 
mcnt during the twenty-fixtb, the twenty -eighth, and 
thirtieth ycsrs of the prcfent reign, for the prefer vat ion of 
the publiok roads, being attended with fome inconve- 
niencies in certain parts of the kingdom, petitions were 
brought from fome counties in Wales, as well as from the 
freeholders of He re ford (hire, the farmers of Middlefcx, 
and othets, enumerating the difficulties attending the ufe 
of broad wheels in one cafe, and the limitation of horfes 
ufedJn drawing carriages with narrow wheels inthe other. 
The matter of thefe remonftrances was confidered in a 
committee of the whole Houfe, which refolved that the 
weight to be carried by all waggons and carts travelling on 
the turnpike roads (hould be limited. On this refolution 
a bill was framed, for amending and reducing into one aft 
of parliament the three afls before mentioned for the 
prefervation of the publick highways : hut fome objefiions 
being (tatted, and a petition interpofed by the land-ownerl 
of Suffolk and Norfolk, alledging that the bill, ifpaffed 
into a law, would render Jtimpoffibte to bring frefli provi- 
£ e 4 Hoot 
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BOOK Aons from thofe counties to London, as the fupply de- 

V ' _f pended abfolutely upon thequickners of conveyance, the 

I759- further confideration of it was pollponed to a longer day, 

and never refumed in the ftquel : fo that the attempt mif- 

carricd. 

§ XXI. Of all the fubjefis which, in the courfe of this 
felBon, fell under the cognizance of parliuncnt, there 
was none chat more intercfted the humanity or challenged 
the redrefs of the legiflature than did the cafeof the poor 
infolvent debtors, who langullhed under all the. mifcrica of 
indigence ind imprifonmeht. [n the Qionth of February 
a petition was offered to the Commons in behalf of baplc- 
rupts, who reprefented, That having fcrupulouflj con- 
formed to the lav/s made concerning bankruptcy, by fur- 
rendering their nil upon oath for the benefit of the! t credi- 
tors, they had ncfnthelcfs been refufed their certificates^ 
, without any probability of relief; that by this crsel re- 
fufal, many bankrupts had been obliged t« abfcond, while 
others were immured in prifon, and thefe unhappy fufier- 
crs groaned undertheparticuhrhardOiipof being cxduded 
from the benefit of laws occafionally made for the tdief of 
infolvent debtors ; that the power vefted in creditors at 
refufing certificates to their bankrupts was, as the peti* 
tioners conceit'ed, founded upon a prefumptioB that fucb 
power would be tenderly exercifed, and never but in noto- 
rious cafes ; but the great increafe in the number of bank- 
rupts wiihin t)vo years paft, and the fmall proportiori of 
thofe who had been able to obtain their certificates^ fcemed 
to demonftrate that the power had been ufed for cruel and 
unjuft purpofes, contrary to the intention of the Ic- 
giijaiure: that as the greater part of the petitioners, and 
their fellow-fuB^erers, tnuft inevitably and fpcedily perifli, 
with their diftrelTed families, unlefs fcafonably relieved hy 
the interpofition of parliament, they implored the com- 
palTion of the Houfe, from which they hoped immediate 
favour and relief. This petition was accompanied with a 
printed cafe, explaining the nature of the laws relating to 
bankrupts, and pointing out their defe^ in point of policj 
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4s well as liumanity ; but little regard was Tecmingly paid CHAP, 
to either rcmonftrance. Other petitions, however, being ' . 

prefentcdby infolvent debtori imprifoned in different jails 1759; 
within the kingdom, leave was given to taring in a bill 
ftir their relief, and a committee appointed to examine the 
laws relating to bankruptcy. 

§ XXII. Among other petitionary remonftranccs on 
this fubjeft, the members were feparately prefented with 
the printed cafe of Captain George Walker, a prifoner in 
the jail of the King's-Bench, who had been declared a 
bankrupt and complained, that he had been fubjeded to 
fome flagrant afts of injuftice and oppreflion. The cafe 
contained fuch extraordinary allegations, and'the captain's 
charader was fo remarkably fair and interelling, that the 
committee, which were empowered to fend for pcrfons, 
papers, and records, refolved to enquire into the particu- 
lars of his misfortune, A motion was made and agreed 
to, that the marftalof the prifon Ihould bring the captain 
before the committee, and the Speaker's warrant was 
iflTued accordingly. The prifoner was produced, and ex- 
amined at feveral fittings j and fome of the members ex- 
pi'efied a ladauble cagernefs to do him juilice: but his 
ahtagonifts were very powerful, and left no Raae uti- 
ttlrncd to fruftratc the purpofe of the enquiry, which was 
dropped bf eourfe at the end of the felfion. Thus the un- 
fortunate Captain Walker, who had, in ihe late war, 
remarkably diftinguifted himfelfat fea by his courage and 
cbndufl, repeatedly fignalifed htmfelf againft theenemies of 
his country, was fent back, without redrefs, to the gloomy 
raanfions of a jail, where he had already pined for feveral 
ytars, ufelefs to himfelf, and loft to the community, 
wliile he might have been protitably employed in retriev- 
ing his own fortune, and exerting his talents for the gene- 
rat advantage of the nation. While this aiFair was in 
agitation, the bill for the relief of infolvent debtors was 
prepared, printed, and read a fecond time; but, when the 
motion was made for its being committed, a debate arofe, 
aAd'tbis was adjourned from time to time till the end of 
E e 3 the 
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8 O K the feflion. In ihemean time, the committee continued to 

. deliberate upon the laws relating to bankruptcy ; and 

1759. in the beginning of June reported their rcfolution to the 

Houfe, that, in their opinion, fome amendments might 

be made to the taws concerning bankruptcy! 'o the ^- 

vantage of creiitors, and relief of infolvents. Such 

was the notice vouchfafed to the cries of many Bri- 

tifh fubje6ts, deprived of liberty, and deflitute of the 

common necefTaries of life. 

§ XXlil. It would engage us in a long digreffive dif- 
cudion, were we to cntjuire how the fpirit of the laws in 
England, To famed for lenity, has been exafperated into 
fuch feverity againft infolvent debtors j and why, among 
a people fo dlttinguilhed for generofity and compaflioD, 
the jails fbould be more filled with prifoners than they are 
in any other part of Chrifiendam. Perhaps both thefe de- 
viations fromagcneral charafler are violent eSbrisof awary - 
- legiilature made in behalf of trade, which cannot be too 
muchcherithed in a nation that principally depcnd^upon com- 
merce. The queftion is, whether this laudable aim may 
notbe more cfFedluallyaccompiiftied, without fubje^ing in- 
dividuals tooppreflton,arlfing from the cruelty and revenge 
of one another, Ab the laws are modelled at prefent, it 
cannot be denied that the debtor, in Tome cafes, lies ina- 
peculiar manner at the mercy of hie creditor. By the ori- 
ginal and common law of England, no man could be im- 
prifoned for debt. The plaintiff in any civil a£^ion 
could have no execution upon his judgement againft either 
the body or the lands of the defendant: even with refped 
to his good and chattels, which were fubjedl to execution, 
he was obliged to leave him fuch articles as were necelTary 
for agriculture. Rut, in procefs of time, this indulgence 
being found prejudicial to commerce, a law was ena^ed, 
in the reign of Edward the Firft, allowing execution oq 
the perfon of the debtor, provided his goods and chattels 
were not fuf&cient to pay the debt which he had contrafled. 
This law was Hill attended with a very obvious inconve- 
fiienc^, Tlie debtor who poflcircd an eftate in lands wa; 
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tempted to fecrctc his moveable eflci^s, and live in con- ^ ^^ P. 
oealmcnt on the produce of his lands, while the flieriff ^ ' _j 
connived a[ his retirement. To remove this evil, a fecond 1759. 
fiatuce was ena^ed in the fame reign, granting immediate 
execution againft the body, lands, and goods of the debtor; 
yet his efFci9s could not be fold for the benefit of his credi- 
tor till the expiration of three months, during which he 
himfelf could difpofe of them for ready money, in order 
to difcharge his incumberances. If the creditor was not 
fatisfied in this manner, he continued in pofleflion of the 
(Jebtor's lands, and detained the debtor himfelf in prifon, 
where he was obliged to fupply him with bread and water 
for his fupport, until the debt was difcharged. Other 
fevere regulations were made in the fequcl, particularly in 
the reign of Edward the Third, which gave rife to the 
writ of capiai ad faiisfaciendum. This, indeed, rendered 
the preceding laws, called fl acute -merchant, and (latute- 
flaple, altogether unneceflary. Though the liberty of 
thefubjeft, and the fecurityof the landtiolder, werethus, 
in fome mcafure, facrificcd to the advantage of commerce, 
an imprifoned debtor was not left entirely at the mercy of 
an inexorable creditor. If he made all the fatisfa£tion 
in bis power, and could ftiow that his infolvency was 
owing to real misfortunes, the court of Chancery inter- 
ppfed on his petition, and a^ually ordered him to be dif- 
charged from prifon, when no good reafon for detaining 
him could be affigned. This interpofition, which fec-ms 
naturally to belong to a court of equity, conftituted with 
a vi«w to mitigate the rigour of the common law, ceafed, 
in all probability, after the reftoration of Charles the ' 
Second, and of confequence the prifons were filled with 
debtors. Then the legiflature charged themfelves with 
the excenfion of a power, which perhaps a chancellor no 
longerthoughthimfelf fafc in exercifing ; and in the year 
one thoufand fix hundred and feventy, palled the firfl: a£l 
for the relief of infolvent debtors, granting a releafe to 
all prifoners for debt, without diftindtion or enquiry. 
£y thb gcaeni indulgence, which has even- in a great 
£ c 4 meafjie 
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meafure continued in all fubfequem afli of the fiunc Icind^ 

, thclenityof the parliament may beibmeximes inirapplied*. 
lafmuch as infoUency is often criminal, arifing from, 
profligacy and extravagance, which delerve to be feverelp 
punilbcd. Yet, even for this fpecies of infolvency, per- 
petual imprifonment, aggravated by the miferies of ex- 
treme indigence, and the danger of periOiing through. 
£amine, may be deemed a punifhment too fevere. How 

/ cruel then tnult it be to leave the mofl innocent bankrupt 
expofed to thi^ punifhment, from the revenge or finifier 
defign of a mercilefs crediTor i a creditor, by whofe fraud 
perhaps the prifoner became a banicrupt, and by whole- 
craft he is detained in jail, left, by his difcharge ftoin pri> 
{pn, he fliould be enabled to feck that redrefs in Chancery 
to which he is entitled on a fair account! The feverity of 
the law was certainly intended againft fraudulent bankrupts 
onlyj and the ilatutc of bankruptcy is, doubtlefs^ favour- 
able to infolvents, as it difcharges from all former debts 
thofe who obtain their certificates. As Britifli fubjedtS) 
they arc furely entitled to the fame indulgence which iS: 
granted to other infolvents. They were always included 
in every a£l pafled for the relief of infolvent debiors^ till 
the fixih year of George I. when they were fiift excepted- 
from this benefit. By a law enaded in the reign of Queen- 
Anne, relating to bankruptcy, any creditor was at liberty 
to obje£t to the confirmation of the bankrupt's certificate;, 
but the chancellor had power to judge whether the ob- 
jeilion was frivolous or well founded ; yet, by a later a&y . 
the chancellor is obliged to confirm the certificate, if it. 
is agreeable to four-fifths in number and value of the crcdi- 
torsi whereas he cannot confirm it, fllould he be oppofed, 
eyen without any reafonafligned, by one creditor to whom 
the greateft part of the debt is owing. It might, there- 
fore, deferve the confideratioi) of parliament, whether, 
in extending their clemency to the poor, it fbould not htt 
equally difiufed to bankrupts and other infolvcntG ; wheiher 
proper dlflinif^ion ought not to be m^de between the, irnio- 
cent bankrupt, who fails thrpugh ousforiunes in .trade, . 

i 
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and him who hecomes infolvent from fraud or profligac]* I CHAP, 
and finally, whether the enquiry and trial of all fuch cafes ^ ' f 
would not properly fall within the province of chancery 1759. 
a tribunal inffituted for the mitigation of common law i 

§ XXIV. The Houfe of Commons feems to have beea 
determined on another meafure, which, however, does 
not admit of explanation. An order was made in the 
month of February, that leave Ihould be given to bring in- 
a bill to explain, amend, and render efFedual Co much 
of an adt, pafl'ed in the thirteenth year of George II. 
againfl (he exceHive increafe ofhorfe-raceK, and deceitful 
gaming, as rdated to that increale. The bill was accord- 
ingly prefented, read, printed, and ordered to be com- 
mitted, to a committee of the whole Houfe ; but the order 
was delayed from time to time till the end of the fejEon. 
Some progrefs was, likewife made in another aff^iir of 
greater confequence to the community. A committee 
was appointed in the month of March, to take into con- 
fideration the Hate of the poor in England, ai well as the, 
laws enabled for their maintenance. The clerks of ihe 
peace belonging to all the counties, citin, and towns in 
England and Wales, were ordered totranfmit, for the 
pcrufal of the Houfe, an account of the annual expenfe of 
palling vagrants through their refpedlive divifions and 
dilliids.for four years; and the committee began to deli- 
berate 00 this important fubje£t. In the latter end ot 
May the Houfe was made acquainted with their refu- 
lutions, importing, that the pcefent method of relievir.g. 
the poor in the refpe£tive parilhee, where no workhoufej 
have been provided for their reception and employment, 
are, in general, very burthenfome to the< inhabitants, and 
tend to render the poor miferable to themfelves, and ufelefs 
to the community: that the prefent inethod of giving 
money out of the parochial rates to perfons capable of 
labour, in order to prevent them from claiming an entire 
fubfiflence for themfelves and their families, is contrary 
to ihe fpirit and intention of the laws for the relief of the 
poor, is. a- dangerous power in the- bands of parochial 
officers. 
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BOOK officers, amifapplicatioDof the publick money, and a great 
f _ l _j encouragement to idlenefs and intemperance: that the 
JT59- employment of the poor, under proper direSion and 
management, in fuch works and manufadures as are 
iuited to their rcfpe^ive capacities, would be of great 
utility to the publick: that fettling the poor in workhoufes, 
to be provided in the feveral counties and ridings in Eng- 
land and Wales, under the direction and management of 
governors and truftees to be appointed for that purpofe, 
would be the moft eiTc^tual method of relieving fuch poor 
perfons, as, by age, intirmilies, ordifeafes, are rendered 
incapable of fupporling themfclves by their labour; of 
employing the able and induftrious, reforming the idle and 
profligate, and of educating poor children in religion and 
induflry : that the poor in fuch workhoufes would be 
better reguUted and maintained, and managed with more 
advantage to the publick, by guardians, governors, or 
Iruftees, to be Ipecially appointed, or chofen for that 
purpofe, and incorporated with fuch powers, and under 
fuch reflriSions, as the legiflaturc fhould deem proper, 
than by the annual parochial officers : that ere£ling work- 
houfes upon wafte lands, and appropriating a certain 
quantity- of fuch lands to be cultivated, in order to produce 
provifion for the poor in the faid houfes, would not only 
be a means of inltrufting and employing many of the faid 
poor in agriculture, but leflen the expenfe of the publick: 
that controverfies and law- fuits concerning the fettle- 
inents of poor perfons occafioned a very great, and, in 
general, an ufelefs expenfe to the publick, amounting to 
many thoufand pounds per annum ; and that often more 
money is expended in afcertainingfuch fettlements, by each 
of the contending parifbes, than would be fufficient to 
maintain the paupers: thatfhould workhoufes be efiablilhed 
for the general reception of the poor, in the refpedive 
counties and ridings of England, the laws relating to 
the fettlements of the poor, and the paffing of vagrants, 
might be repealed : that while the prefent laws relating to 
' the poor fubfilt, the compelling pariQi'officers to grant 
cerfificatei 
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certificates to the poor would, in all probability, prevent CHAK 
the hardfliips they now fuffer, in being debarred gaining . _' j 
their iivelihood, where they can do it moft ufefully to them- i^jij. 
felves and the publick. From thefe fenfiblc refolutions, 
the reader may conceive fome idea of the mifcondu^ that 
attends the management of the poor in England, as well 
as of the grievous burthens entailed upon the people by 
the prefentlaws which conftitute this branch of thelegif- 
lature. The committee's refolves being read at the table, 
an order was made that they ftould be taken into confider- 
atjon on a certain day, when the order was again piitoff, 
and in the interim the parliament was prorogued. While 
the committee deliberated upon this aiFair, leave was given 
to prepare a bill for preventing tenants under a certain 
. yearly rent from gaining fettlemcnts in any particular 
parilh, by being there rated in any land- tax" afle/Tment, 
and paying for die landlord the money fo charged. Thi» 
order was afterwards difcharged ; and another bilL brought 
in, to prevent any perfon from gaining a fettlement, by 
being rated by virtue of an a£l of parliament for granting 
any aid to his Majelly by a land-tax, and paying the 
fame. The bill was accordingly prefented, read, com- 
mittet), and pafTed the Lower Houfe; but among the 
Lords it mifcarried. It can never be expefted that the 
poor will be managed with ceconomy and integrity, 
while the execution of the laws relating to their mainte- 
nance is left in the hands of low tradefmen, who derive 
private advantage from fupplying them with necelTaries, 
and often favour the impofition of one another with the 
moft fcandalous coltufion. This is an evil which will 
never be remedied, until pcrfons of independent fortune, ' 
and unblemifhed integrity, adyated by a fpirit of true 
patriotifm, Ihall refcue their fellow- citizens from the 
power of fuch intcrcftcd mifcteants, by taking the poor 
into their own management and proteftion. Inllead of 
multiplying laws with refped to the fettlement and ma- 
nagement of the poor, which ferve only to puzzle and 
perplex the paiilh and peace officers, it would become the ~ 
fagacity 
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BOOK fagacity of the legiflature to take Comt eWeQaal precautions 

l_ ' . to prevent the increafe of paupers and vagrants, which ii 
>759- become an intolerable nuifance to the commonwealth. 
Towards this falutary end, furcly nothing would more 
cfontribute than a reformation of the police, that would 
aboljfh thofe inTamous places of entertainment, which 
fwarm-in every corner of the metfopolis, leducing people c^ 
all ranks to extravagance, profligacy, and ruin ; that would 
reflri^ within due bounds the number of publick-houfes, . 
Which are augmented to an enormous degree, affording fo 
many afylums for riot and debauchery, and corrupting 
the morals of the common people to fuch a pitch of licen- 
tious indecency, as muft be a reproach to every civilifed 
nation. Let it tfot be affirmed, to the difgrace of Great- 
Britain, that fuch receptacles of vice and impunity fubiift 
under the connivance of the government, according to the 
ifarrow views and con&ned fpeculation of tbofe Oiallow 
politicians, who imagine that the revenue is tncreafed in 
proportion to the quantity of ftrong liquors confumed in 
iitch infamous receffes of intemperance. Were this in- 
reality the cafe, that admihidraiion would deferve to be 
branded with eternal infamy, which could facriiice to 
fuch a bafe confideration the. health, the lives, and the 
morals of their fellow-creatures : but nothing can be morr 
fallacious, than the fuppofition, that the revenue of any 
government can be increafed by the augmented intempe- 
rance of the people^ for intemperance is the baneof in- 
duftry, as well as of population ; anci what the government 
gains in the articles of the duty on malt, and the excife 
upon liquors, will always be greatly over-balanced by the 
lofsin other articles, ariling from the diminution of hands^ 
abd the neglect of labour. 

§.XXV. Exclufiveof the bills that were aftually pre< 
pared, though they did not pafsinthecourfeof thisfeffion, 
the Commons deliberated on other important fubjeds, 
which, however, were not finally difcuffed. In the begin* 
ning of the felTion, a committee being appointed to re- 
fume the enquiry touching the regulation of weights and 
' meafurcs. 
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, mfafures, a fubjefi we have mentioned in the hiftory of 
the preceding feffion, the box which contained a Troy , 
pound weight, loclccd up by order of the Houfc, was 
sgain produced by the clerk in whofe cuftody it had been 
depofited. This affair being carefully inveftigated, the 

. committee agreed to fourteen refolutions*. In the mean 

time 

• AitbecurloGcyofthertader pu^be inEercJied b theft reTtdution), wa 
Ihill here isfeic them for hiiraciiriOioa. The comminee nlUved, thai ths 
«U ought to contiio one jird ind one ^uuter, iMordiag to tht yard men- 
tioned in the third refolution of the former cotomittee upan the fubjeA of 
weightiandmeifurei! thitthepoli, orperch, Oiould contain in length fi.e 
fuch yardj»nd ahilfi thefutloogtwohundred ind twenty; and the mile one 
Ihuufindfeven hundred ahd&xtj: Chit the rdperliciil perch (haul d contaia 
thiity fquiie jardi and a ijuiner : the rood one thoufand two hunditd and 

IhE fourth, lifih, and Tilth terolati 
fubjed of we!gbt9 and meafuies, agj 
June in the preceding year, the qua 
■ndooehalfi the pint tbiity-five i 
and futy-fouti wid the bnlhcl tv 
That the feteral parti of the pound. 

vrzp the half pound or Ht ounces, Ejuaiter of a pound or thiee ouncet, two 

weight, two-peony weight, and one-penny weight, the twel™ Brains, fix 
grains, three graioi, two grain», and two of one grain each, ought to be the 
modeli of the feteral parta of the faid pound, and to be ufed for Ijzing or id- 
j ulting weigha for the futuie. That all weighu exceeding a pound Ihould 
be of brafi, copper, bell-metal, or calt-jron ; and all thofe of caH-iroa 
ftonld be made in the form, and with a handle of hammered iron, fuch at the 
patteri herewith prodiiced, having the mark of the weight caS in the iron j 
and all weights of a pound, or under, Qiould be of gold, filvti, brafi, copper, 
oi bell-metal. That all weight) ofcaA-iran Ihauld have tbe initial letteii of 
ihename of the maker upon the upper bar jf the handle; and all other weight! 
Aould hare the fame, together with the maik of tbe weight, according C9 
thii ftandard, upon Tome wovenient part thereof. That the yard, meoCioord 
In the fecond relolution of the former cummittce, upon the fubje^ 
of weight! and meaCuici, agreed to by the Houfe in the lift feffioo, 
being the ftandatd of length, and the pound, mentioned in the eighth refolu- 
, tian. being the ftandard of weight, ought to be depolited in the court of the 
receipt of the Exchequer, and there lifely kept under tbe feali of the chan- 
cellor of the faij Exchequer, and of the chief baron, andihefcdl of office of th« 
chamberlain a( the Eicheqoer, ind not to be opened but by the order and 
in the pretence of the chanceita; of the Excheijuer and chief baron for ths 
tin* being- Thai the moll eSeftual meani to afcertain uoifoiioity in mea- 
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' *ii? '^ time it was ordered, that all the weights, referred to in the 
L.- ^ -',^i report, (hould be delivered to tbe clerk of the Houfc, to he 
*7S9> loclcedup, and brought forth again occaConally. 

§ XXVI. 

fuTH ofleagth and Weight, to be urcd throu{tu>ut the realm, wouM beta 
appoint ccnain perlbni at one particular ofSoe, with derlct and workraen 
under them, Tor the purpofe cnly of liiin^ and adjuring, for the uic of the 
tabjt33, ill meafurei of length, ind all weights, being parlt, nukiplet, or 
ctmin pfoporrtoni of the ftaniatds to bt ufed for the futute. That a model 
or pattern aftbefiid Aanaatd ;rird^ mtntioned in llje fecand r^oluCioa of 
Iheformir committee, and nowio iht cuftody of the derkof the Hooft,-ind 
I model or pattern of the Itindard pound) mentioned in the eighth refolDtiaa 
sf^bat commitiee, together with modeli or patterni of the part) of the faid 
|nund, DOW piel^oted to the Houfe, and alfo of the moltiplei of the faid 
pound, mentioned in thia report (when the fame are aiijuned) Ihould be 
kept in the faid oSce* in CD<hid;of the faid perfons to be appointed for filing 
irolghta and mtafutei, undet the feal of-the chief baronof the Iiche^uer 
tor the timebeing, to be opened only by order of the laid chief baron, inhit 
prcliince, orthe pcefeneeot oneof the biionsof theEicheiiner, on the appli- 
cation of the raid petfons, for the purpofe of corttfling and adjufting, u occfc 
Ban Ihoold require, the pilcerni or models ufed at the Taid office, for fitinf 
meafutes of length and weight, delivered out to the fubjefls. Th«t model) 
or patterntof thefaid ftandard jard and ftan da rd pound iforefaid, and alfo 
model) or pattern) of the pairs and mukiplei aforefaid of the fiid pound, 
Aould be lodged in the laid office for the liiing of fuch meafurea of length oi 
weight, ai, being parts, multiples, or proportion! of the faid itandard^ 
Aonld herealterbcn<]uiredby any of hisMajefty'i fubjefli. Thataljmea- 
lurei ofleDgth and weight, fiied at the faid office, (houlil be marked in fome 
contem'ent part theieof with fuch m'arki ai fliould be thought raped lent, to 
Otowihe identity of the meafuret and weights Gied at the faid office, and lo 
difcoTer any frauds that may be committed therein. Thit the faid ofhcc 
Aould be kept within a convenient diftance of the court of EicbequBr at 
Weftminfter i and thit all meafurei of length and weight, within a ceitain 
^iftance of London, Aould be corrected and le-aSaed, ft oecifion (hould re- 
quite, at the faid office- That, in order to enforce the uniformity in weight) 
fLtid meafurei to be ufed for the futuv, all perfoD) appointed bythe crowa 
to ad as julticei of the peace in any county, city, or toivn corporate, bdng 
lefpeftiTelycDonties within themfelves, throughout the realm, Ihould be em- 
weights and meafures only, without any of them being obliged to fue out a 
dtJimut, orta aft In anyothermatter , and the faid commiffiooen fliould be 
ecnpoweied to fur, impiifon, inflid, or mitigate fuch peniltiei aa (hould b« 
thought proper; and have fuch other authoriiits a) Aould be necellar; (or 
compelling the ufe of weight) and meafurea, ngreeably to the atbfefaid ftu^ 
■rdi. That models or patterns of the faid Dandatd yard and pound, and of 
the part) and miiltipln thereof, before mentioned, fhould be diRriboled ia 
each county, in fuch a manner aa to be readily ufed for evidence in allcalei 
where me afuiei and weights Ihould be iiueftioned before the faid commiflionen, 
tnd foridjuAlog the fame in a.Fropet manner. 
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§ XXVI, The Houfe of Commons, among other ar- chap, 
tides of domcAick oeconomy, bcftowed fome attention on . '. . 
the hofpital for foundlings, which was now, more than lyjg. 
ever, become a matter of national confideration. The 
flccpunts relating to this chanty having been demanded^ 
and fubjefted to the inrpefljon of the members, were, to- 
gether with the King's recommendation, referred to the 
committee of fupply, where they produced the rcfolutiona 
which we have already fpeciiied among the other grants 
of the year. The Houfe afterwards refolved itfelf into a 
committee, to deliberate on the flate of the hofpital, and 
examine its accounts. On the third day of May tiieir re- 
folutions were reported lo the following effeQ : That the 
appointing, by the governours and guardians of the faid 
hofpital, places tn the feveral counties, ridings, or dl- 
vifions in this kingdom, for the Brfl reception ofexpofed 
and deferted young children would be attended with 
many evil confequences ; and that the conveying of 
children from the country to the faid hofpital is attended 
with many evil confequences, and ought to be prevented. 
A bill was ordered to be brought in, founded upon this 
lafl refolution; but never prefented, therefore the enquiry 
produced no efFedi. NotwithAanding the inftitution of 
this charity, forthefupport of which great fums are yearly 
levied on the publick, it does not appear that the bills of 
mortality, refpefling new-born children, are decreafed, 
nor the (hocking crime of infant-murther rendered lefs 
frequent than heretofore. It may, therefore, be not im- 
properly fliled a heavy additional tax for the propagation 
of ballardy, and the encouragement of idlenefs, among thQ 
common people ; befides the tendency it has to extinguifh 
the feelings of the heart, and diflblve thofe family ties of 
blood by which the charities are connected, 

§ XXVII. In the month of March leave was given to 
bring in a bill for the more effeiflual- preventing of the 
melting down and exporting the guld and filver coin of 
the kingdom, and the perfons were nominated to prepare 

iti 
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it; but the bill never appeared, and no further mquiry 
. was made about the matter. Perhaps it wa« fuppofed 
that fuch a meafure might be thought an encroachment on 
the prerogative of the crown, which ha(b always exexcirBd 
the power of fixing the ftandard and regulating the cur- 
f ency of tlie coin. Perhaps fuch a Rep was deferred on 
account of the war, during which a great quantity of 
gold and fiiver was neceflarily exported to the continent, 
for the fupport of the allies and armies in the pay of 
Great-Britain. The legiflature, however, woulddowell 
to confider this eternal maxim in computation, that when 
a greater quantity of bullion is exported, In watte, than 
can be replaced by commerce, the nation muft be badening 
to a ftate of infolvency. Over and above thefe proceed- 
iiigsin this Tel^on of parliament, it may not be unneceflary 
to mention fcveral mefTjges which were fent by the King 
to the Houfe of Commons. That relating to the vote of 
credit we have already fpecified In our account of the fup- 
f>ly. Ofl the twenty-ftxth day of April the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer prefented to the Houfe two me{&ges, 
figned by his MajeQy, one in favour of his fubjcAs in 
Korth- America, and the other in behalf of the Eaft-India 
company; the former recommending to their conJidera- 
tion the zeal and vigour with which his faithful fubje^ in 
North-America had exerted ihemfelves, in defenfe of his 
juft rights and pofleflions ; defirtng he might be enabled to 
give them a proper compcnfation for the expenfcs in- 
curred by the refpeSive provinces in levying, clothing, 
and paying the troops raifed in that country, according ai 
the aflive vigour and ftrenuous efforts of the feveral colo- 
nies fhould appear to merit. In the latter, he defircd the 
Houfe would empower htm to affift the £aA-India com- 
pany in defraying the cxpenfe of a military force in the 
Eafttindies, to be maintained by them, in lieu of a bat- 
talion of regular troops withdrawn from thence, and re- 
turned to Ireland. Both thefe melTages were referred to 
the comoiittec of fupply, and produced the rcfolutionf 

upon 



n,g,t,7.cbyG00glc 



G. E O R G E 11. 432 

\:pon each fubje£t which we have already explained. The chap. 
inefTage relating to a projeifted invarioti' by the enemies of . ' . 
(jreat -Britain we fliall pamcularife in its proper place, . 1759. . 
when We come to record thecircumftanccs and mifcarriage 
ofthatdefign. In the meantime, it may not be improper 
toohferve.'that the thanks of the Houfe of Commons 
were voted and given to Admiral iBofcawen and Major- 
Gencral Amherft, for the fervices they had done their 
king and country in North-America ; and the fame com- 
pliment' was paid to Admiral Ofborne, for the fucccis of 
his cruife in the Mediterranean. 

§ XXVIII. The feflion was clofed on the fecond day 
of June with a fpcech to both Houfes, from the com- 
miJEoners appointed by his Majefty for that purpofe. In - 
this harangue the parliament was given to underftand, 
that the King approved of their conduct, and returned 
ihem his thanlcs for their condefcenfion ; that the hopes 
he had conceived of their furmountJng the difficulties 
which lay in the way were founded on the wifdom, zeal, 
and afTe^ion of fo 'good a parliament ; and that hid ex- 
peftations were fully anfwered j that they had confidercd 
the war in all Its parts, and notwichftanding its long con- 
tinuance, through the obftiriacy of the enemy, had made 
'fuch provifion for the many different operations as ought 
to convince the advcrfaries of Great- Britain, that it would 
be for their intereft, as well as for the eafe and relief of 
all, Europe, to embrace equitable and honourable terms of 
accommodation. They were told that, by their affiHance, 
the combined army in Germany had been completed ; 
powerful fquadrons, as well as numerous bodies of land- 
forces, were employed in America, in order to maintain 
the BritlQi rights and polTeflions, and annoy the enemy 
in the moA fenfible manner in that country: that, as 
France was making confiderable preparations in herdlf- 
' fcrent ports, he had taken cartf to put his fleet at home in, 
' the bed condition, both of llrength and fituation, to guard 
againA and repel any attempts that might be meditated 
againft his kingdoms : that all his ineafures had been 

Vol. IV. F f direaed 
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BOOK. direSed to alTcrt the honour of his crown; to preferve 
' . the effential Interefts of his faithful fubjcds ; to fupport 
J759.- thecaufe of the proteftuit religion, and publick liberty: 
he, therefore, trufted that the uprightnefs of his intentions 
would draw down the bleffing of heaven upon his endea- 
vours. Heexprefled his hope, that the precautions they 
had taken to prevent and correal the excelTes of the pri- 
vateers would produce the defired efie3 : a confideration 
which the king had much at heart ; for, though fenfiblc 
of the utility of that fervice, when under proper regula- 
tions, he was determined to do his utmoft to prevent any 
injuries orhardlhips which might be fuftsined by the fub- 
jeils of neutral powers, as far as might be praflicable and 
confident with his Majcfty's jufl right to hinder the trade 
ofhis enemies from being colJufively and fraudulently . 
covered. He not only thanked the Commons, but ap- 
plauded the iirmnefs and vigour with which they had 
aded, as well as their prudence in judging, that, notwith- 
iVanding the prefent burthens, the making -ample pro- 
vifion for carrying on the war was the moft probable 
means to bring it to an honourable and happy conclufion. 
He afliired them that no attention Ihould be wanting, on 
his part, for the faithful application of what had been 
granted. They were informed he had nothing fur- 
ther to defire, but that they would carry down the fame 
good difpoCtions, and propagate them in their feveral 
counties, which they had fhown in their proceedings dur- 
ing the felfion. Thefe declarations being pronounced^ 
the parliament was prorogued. 

§ XXIX. The 4)eopIe of England, provoked on one 
hand by the intrigues, the hoftilities, and . menaces of 
France, and animated on the other by the pride of tri- 
umph and fuccefs, which never fails to reconcile them to 
difficulties, howfoever great, and expenfe, however enor- 
mous, at this period breached nothing but war, and dif- 
courfed about nothing but new plans of conqueft. We 
have feen how liberally the parliament bellowed the na- 
tion's money J and the aCE^uiefcence of the fubje^ in 
gcncnl 
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general under the additional burthens which had been im- chap. 
pofed, appeared in the remarlcable eagernefs with which . ^' . 
they embarked in the fubfcription planned by the le- 1759. 
gillature; in the vigorous affi^ance they contributed to- 
wards manning the navy, recruiting the army, and le- 
vying a,dditional forces; and the warlike fpirit which be- 
gan to diJFuie itfelf through all ranks of the people. This 
was a fpirit which the miniAry carefully cheriflied and 
cultivated, for the fupport of the war, which, it niuft be 
owned, was profecuted with an ardour and efficacy pecu- 
liar to the prefent adminiftration. True it is, the Ger- 
man war had been for fame time adopted as an object of 
importance by the Britifli councils, and a refolu(ion was 
taken to maintain it without flinching : at the fame tithe, 
it iDuft be allowed, that this confideration had not hitherto 
weakened the attention of the miniflry to the operations 
in America, where alon? the war may be faid to have beeft 
carried on and profecuted on Britilh principles, fo as to 
diftrets the enemy in their moft tender part, and at the: 
fame time acquire the moft fubAantial advantages to i^ie 
iubjeSs of Britain. For thefe two purpofes, every pre- 
paration was made that fagacity could fuggell, or vigour 
execute. The navy was repaired and augmented, and iii 
order to man the different fquadrons, the expedient of* 
prelBng, that difgrace to a HriiKh adminiftration, waj 
pra&iledboth by land and water with extraordinary rigour 
and vivacity. A proclamation wasiflued, offering a con- 
fiderable bounty for every feaman and even landman that 
fhould, by a certain day, enter voluntarily into the fervice. 
As an additional encouragement to this clafs of people, 
the King propiifed his pardon to all feamen who had de- 
ferted from the refpeflive ibipa to which they belonged^ , 
provided they Ihould return to their duty by the third day bf 
July J but at the fame time he declared, that thofe whei 
jliould negleA this opportunity, at a time when their cOiin- 
try fo much required their fervice, would, upon being ap- . 

prehended, incur the penalty of a court-martial, and, if 
convi^ed, be deemed unfit objeSs of the royal mercy, 
F f 2 All 
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B'^^K Alljullices of the peace, mayors, and magiftrates of coN 
n ^ ' ' J porations throughout Great-Britain were commandei] to 
I7J9- make particular fearch for ftraggling feamcn tit for the 
fervice, and to fend alt that fbould be found to tbeneareft 
fea-port, that they mighc be fent on board by the fea- 
officer there commanding. Other methods more gentle 
and efie£lual were taken to levy and recruit the land- 
forces. New regiments were raifed, on his Majcfty's pro- 
niife, that every man fhould be entitled to his difcharge 
at the end of three years, and the premiums for inlifting 
Were incrcafcd. Over and above thcfe indulgences, 'Con- 
fiderable bounties were offered and given by cities, towns, 
corporations, and even by individuals, fo univerrally were 
■ the people poflefled with a fpirit of chivalry and adventure. 
The example was fet by the metropolrs, where thecoma 
mon-council refolved that voluntary fubfcriptions ffaould 
be received in the chamber of London, to be appropriated 
as bounty-money to fuch pcrfons as fhould engage in his 
Majefty's fervice. The city fubfcribed a confiderable fum 
for that purpofe ; and a committee of aldermen and com- 
moners was appointed to attend at Guildhall, to receive 
and apply the fubfcriptions. As a further encourage- 
ment to voluntiers, they moreover refolved, that every 
pcrfon fo entering fhould be entitled to the freedom of the 
city, at the expiration of three years, or fooner, if the war 
fliould be brought to a conclufton. Thefe refolutions 
being communicated to the King, he was pleafed to fig- 
nify his -approbation, and return his thanks to' the city, in ' 
a letter from the fecretary of fVate .to the Lord-Mayor. 
Large fums were immediately fubfcribedby difFerentcom- 
panies, and fomc private perions ; and, in imitation of the 
capital, bountleswere offered by many different communities 
in every quarter of iheuniied kingdom. Atthe fame time, 
fuch care and diligence were ufed in difciplining the mi- 
litia, that, before the clofe of the year, the greater part of 
thofe truely conflitutional battalions rivalled the regular 
troops in the perfeflion of their exercife, and Teemed to 
be in all refpcfls as fit for adual fervice. 

§xxx. 
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§ XXX. Before we proceed to record the tranfaflions chap. 
of the campaign that fucceeded thefe preparations, we (hall ^' , 
talce notice of Tome domelliclc events, which, though not ijjg. 
very important in themfelves, may neverthelefs claim a 
place in the Hiftory.of England. In the beginning of the 
year, the court of London was overwhelmed with af- 
fliction at the death of the Prlncefs Dowager of Orange 
and Naflau, gouvernante of the United Provinces in the 
minority of her fon, the prefent Stadtholder. She was the 
eldeft daughter of his Britannick Majefty, poflcffed of 
many per fonal accomplifhfnents and exemplary virtues* 
pious, moderate, fenfible, and circumfpe£l. She had ex- 
ercifed her authority with equal fagacity and refolution, 
refpeifled even by thofe who were no friends to the houle 
of Orange, and died with great fortitude and refignation*. 
In her will flie appointed the King her father, and the 
Princefs Dowager of Orange, her mother-in-law, honorary 
.tutors, and Prince Louis of Brunfwick afling tutor to her 
children. In the morning after her deceafe, the States- 
General and the States of Holland were extraordinarily 
affembled, and having received notice of this event, pro- 
ceeded to confiriA fhe regulations which had been made 
fortheminorityofthe Stadtholder. Prince Louis of Bruiif- 
wick.was invited toalEft in the aflembly of Holland, where 
he took the oaths, as reprefenting the captain-general of the 
union. Then he communicated to the aflembly the a£t 
by which thePrmcefs had appointed him guardian of her 
children. He. was afterwards invited to the affembly.of 
F f 3 the 

* 'Feeling her end appraacluDg, Ibt deliieECd a key to oac of her mend. 
aDttjdirefling him to fetch two papers, which flieGgoed with her o^n hapd. ' 

One was a contrafl of mjiiiage between her daughtet an,ii ihe Prince of 
NaSau-Wellhurg} theother was » letter to' the Statei- General, befeeching 
them to confent Co this mariiage, and prefem inviolate the rcgulationt'Oie 
h^d made, touching the education aod tutelage of the young Stadtholder. 
Theletwapjpen being lijned and feaied, (he fent foe her children, eihortei) 

to live In harmony with each o>heT. Th«n Hie implored heaten te Ihower ' 
iti bleffing] on them both, and embraced tham with the mofi.aAieftjng marks 
of malernil tendemers. She aFterwatd) continued to conieire calil4j and d4- 
litiEratcl^^Yf^ ^' frie^dt) aqd in a (cwhouce expired. 
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BOOK the States -General, who agreed to the rerolution of Holland 
^ ' J with refpeft to his guardianfhip ; and in the evening, 
if$9. the different colleges of the government fent foimal de- 
putations to the young Stadtholder, and the Princcfs Caio- 
line, hisfiAer, in whofe names and prefencethey were rc- 
Peived, and anfwered by their guardian and reprefentative, 
A formal intimation of the death of the Princefs was 
communicated to the King her father, in a pathetick let- 
ter, by the States- General, who condoled wilh him on the 
irreparable lofs which he as well as chey had fultained by 
this melancholy event, and afTured him rhey would em- 
ploy all their care and attention in fecucing and defending 
the rights and interefts of the young Stadtholder, and the 
Princefs his fifter, whom they confidered as the children of 
the republick. The royal family of England fuffercd 
another difafter in the courfc of this year, by the deceafe 
of the Princefs Elizabeth- Caroline, fecond daughter of his 
late Royal Highnefs Frederick Prince of Wales, a lady of 
the mod amiable character, who died at Kew in the month 
of September, before Qiehad attained the eighteenth year 
of her age. 

§ XXXI. Certain privateers continuing thetV exceiles 
. at fea, and rifling neutral fhips without dlftindion or au- 
thority, the government refotved to vindicate the honour 
of the natioii, by making examples of thofe pirates, who, 
as fafl as they could bedeEe<^ed and fecured, were brought 
to trial, and upon convii^ton facrificed to juflice. While 
thefe fteps were taken to refcue the nation from the re- 
proach of violence and rapacity, which her neighbours 
had urged with fuch eagernefs, equal fpitit was exerted in 
convincing neutral powers that they {hould not, with im- 
punity, contravene the la^v of nations, in favouring the 
enemies of Great'Britain. A great number of caufes were 
tried, relating to difputed captures, and many Dutch 
yeilels, with their cargoes, were condemned ■ after a fair 
Rearing, notwithftanding the loud clamours of that people, 
and the repeated rcmonftrances of the States-General. 

|XX3^II, 
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§ XXXII. The reputation of the Englifh was not fo CHAP. 
much affefled by the irregularities of her privateers, armed . ' _^ 
for rapine, as by the neg]e3 of internal police, and an in- 1759. 
gredientof favage ferocity mingled in the national cha- 
raifler ; an ingredient that appeared but too confpicuous 
in the particulars of feveral {hocking murthcrs brought to 
light about this period. — One Halfey, who commanded a 
merchant- (hip in the voyage from Jamaica to England, 
having conceived fome perfonal diflike to a poor failor, 
infultcd him with fuch abufe, cxpofed htm to fuch hard- 
ships, and punifhed him with fuch wantonnefsof barbarity, 
that the poor wretch leaped overboard in defpair. - His 
inhuman tyrant envying him that death, which would 
have refcued a miferable objed from his brutality, plunged 
into the fea after him, and ^ brought him on board, de- 
claring he fliould not efcape fo while there were any tor< 
ments leftto infli£t. Accordingly, he exercifed his ty- 
ranny upon him with redoubled rigour, until the poor 
creature expired, in confequence of the inhuman treatment 
he had fuflained. This favage ruffian was likewife indi£led 
for the murtherof another mariner, but being convicted on 
the iirll trial, the fecond was found unneceflary, and the 
criminal fuffered death according to the law, which is 
perhaps too mild to malefa£tora convided of fuch aggra- 
' vated cruelty.^ Another barbarous murther was perpe* 
trated in the country, near Birmingham, upon a flieriff's 
officer, by the fons of one Darby, whofe effeds the bailiiF 
had feifed, on a diflrefs for rent. The two young aJfalBns, 
encouraged by the father, attacked the unhappy wretch 
with clubs, and mangled him in a terrible manner, fo that 
be hardly retained any figns of life Not contented with 
this cruel execution, they ftripped him naked, and drag- 
ging him out of the houfe, fcourged him with a wag- 
goner's whip, until the fleOi was cut from his bones. In 
this miferaUe condition he was found weltering in his 
blood, and conveyed to a neigbouring houfe, where he 
immediately expired. The three barbarians were appre- 
hended, after having made a defperate lefiftance. They 
F f 4 w»c 
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BOOK were tfied, convified, and executed : the fons were hung 

, ' f in chains, and the body of the father differed — The wi- 
»7S9- dow of a timber-merchant at Rotherhithe being.crucljy 
murthered ID her awn houle, Mary.Edmonfon, a young 
woman, her niece, ran out into the ftreet with her own arms 
cut acrofs, and g^ve the alarm, declaring her aunt had 
been aflafHnated by faur men, who forced their way into 
the houfe, ajid that flie (the niece) had received thofe 
wounds, in attempting to defend her relation. According 
to the circumltances that appeared, this unnatural wretch 
had cut the throat of her aunt and benefaArefs with 2 
cafe-knife, then dragged the body from the waQi-houre 
to the parlour ; that fhe had flolen a w:atch and fome fiiver 
fpoons, and concealed them, together with the knife and 
her own apron, which was foaked with the blood of her 
parent. After having afled this' horrid tragedy, the bare 
recital of .which the humane reader will not perufe .wilhouc 
borrour, Ihe put on another apron, and wounded her own 
flefli, the better to conceal her guilt. Notwithftandjng 
thefe precautbns fhe wasfufpeded, and committed to pri- 
fon. "Being brought to trial, ihe was convicled and con- ' 
ilemned upon circumAantial evidence, and finally executed 
on Kennington-Common, though fhe denied the fafi to 
the laft moment of her life. At the place of execution Ihe 
behaved with great compofurc, and, after having fpent 
fome minuies in devotions, proteiVed fhe was innocent 
of the crime laid to her charge. What feemed to cor-- 
roborate this proteflation, was the condition and cha- 
rafler of the young woman, who had been educated in a 
fphere above the vulgar, and maintained a reputation 
without reproach in the country, where fhe was actually 
betrothed to a clergyman. On the other hand, the cir- 
cumftanccK that appeared againft her almoU amounted to a 
certainty, though nothing weaker than proof pofiiive ought 
to determine a jury in capital cafes to give a vcrdifl agajnft 
the perfoD accufed. After all, this is one of thofe proble- 
matick events which elude the force of all evidence, and 
Icrve to confound the pride of hutnan reafon. — A mlf- 
creanC, 



(i^K 



GEORGE II. 

crearit, wliore name was Haines, havihgerpoured thcdaughtct 
of a farmer in the neighbourhood of Gloucefter, who p6f- , 
fefTed a fmall'eftate, which he intended to divide among 
leven children, was fo abandoned as to fornrthe defign of 
poifoning the whole family, that by virtue of his wife he 
might enjoy the wliole inheritance. For riie execution of 
this infernal fchenie, he employed his own father to pur- 
chafc a quantity of arfenick ; part of Which he adminiftered 
to three of the children, who were immediately feiftd 
with the dreadful fymptoms produced by this mineral, 
And thecldeft expired. He afterwards mixed it with threie 
apple-cakes, which he bouglit for the purpofe, and pre- 
'ferited to the other three children, who uiiderwent thfc 
fame violence of operation which had proved fatal to tKe 
eldeft brother. The inftantaneous efFetSs of the poifoii 
created a fufpicion of Haines, ivho being 'examined, the 
■wh(i!e fcSne of villainy flood dffclofed. Nevertheleft, the 
"vlUain found means to efc^pe. — The uncommon fpirit of 
aflallination which raged at this period feemed to com- 
municate itfelf. even to foreigners who breathed Engiifti 
iair. Five French prjfoners, confined On board the King's 
■fhip the "Royal Oak, were convit^ed of having morthered 
one Jean de Manavix, their countryman Snd fellow pri- 
foner, in revenge for his having difcovered that they hsd 
forged pafies to facilitate their efcape. Exafperated at this 
'dete£tion, they feifed this unfortunate informer in the 
place of their confinement, gagged his mouth, ftripped 
him naked,,tied him with a ftrong cord to a ring bolt, and 
fcourgeJ his body with the moft brutal perfeverance. By 
"dint of'ftruggling'the poor wretch difengaged himfelf from 
the cord wlih which he had been tied : then they finifliSd 
the tragedy, hy leaping and ftartiping on his breaft, till the 
cheft was broke, and he expired. They afterwards fevered 
the body into fmal! pfeces, an'd thcfe they conveyed a^t 
different times into the fea, through the funnel of a con- 
venience to which, they had accefs ; but one of the othtr 
prifoners gave ihfdrmation of the m'uriher, in confequence 
of Whith they* were fe'cured, brcfughtto trial, condemned, 

and 
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BOOK and panithed with death. — ^Nor were the inRanccs of crac] 

\_ . ' . _f affaffination which prevailed at this jun£lurc confined 
J7J9. to Great-Britain. At the latter end of the foregoing 
year, an atrocious maflacre was perpetrated by two Ge- 
noefe mariners upon the mafter and crew of an Engllfh 
veflc], among whom they were enrolled, Thefe monften 
of cruelty were in difiercnt watches, a circuoiftance that 
favoured the execution of the horrid plan they bad con- 
certed. When one of them retired to reft with his fisllows 
of the watch, confifting of the mate and two feamen, he 
waited till they were fall alleep, and then butchered thent 
all with a kaife. Having fo far fucceeded without dif- 
covery, he returned to the deck, and communicated the 
exploit to his aflbciate: then they fuddenly attacked the 
mailer of the veflel, and cleft his head with a hatchet, 
which they likewife ufed inmurthning the man that flood 
at the helm ; a third wa« likewife defpatchcd, and no 
Engliihman remained alive but the mafter'g Ion, a hoy,- 
who lamented his father's death with inceflant tears and 
crie^ for three days, at the expiration of which he was 
likewife facrificed, becaufe the aflalEns were difturbed by 
his clamour. This barbarous fcene was a^ed within 
' fixty leagues of the rock of Li{bon ; but the vellel was 
taken between the capes Ortugal and Finifterre, by the 
captain of a French privateer called La Favourite, who 
feeing the deck.ftained with blood, and Ending all the pa- 
pers of the (hip deflroyed, began to fufpciS that the mailer 
and crew had been murthered. He accordingly taxed them 
with the muriher, and they confelTed the particulars. The 
privateer touched at Vigo, where the captain imparted 
this detail to the Englifli conful ; but the prize, with the 
two villains on board, was fent to Bayonne in France, 
where they were brought to condign punifliment. 

§XXXHL Wefhall clofe this regifter of blood wirii 
the account of a murther remarkable in all itscircum- 
llancesj for which a perfon, called Eugene Aram, fuffered 
at York, in the courfe of this year. This man, who ex- 
ercifed the profeffion of a fchoolmaAer at Knarcfliorough, 

bad. 
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had, 3B far back a« the year one thoufand fevcfi'hundred chap. 
and forty-five, been concerned with one Houfemani in f 

robbing and murthenng Daniel Clarke, wbocn they had 1759. 
previoufly perfuaded to borrow a conftderable quantity of 
valuable efFe^s from different perfons in the neighbourhood 
on falfe pretences, that he might retire with the booty. 
He had accordingly filled a fack with thefe particuJatSa 
and began his retreat with his two perfidious aflbciates, 
who fuddenly fell upon him, deprived him of life, and, 
having buried the body in a cave, took polTeffion of the 
plunder. Though Clarke dHappeared at once in fucb a. 
myfierious manner, no fufpicion fell upon the afiafiins ; 
and Aram, who was the chief contriver and agent in the 
murther, moved his habitation to another part of the 
country. In the fummer of the prefent year, Houfemait 
being employed, among other labourers, in repairing the 
publick highway, they, in digging for gravel by the road 
fide, difcovered the fkcleton of a human creature, which 
' the majority fuppofed to be the bones of Daniel Clarke. 
This opinion was no fooner broached, than Houfeman, 
as it were by fomc fiipematural impulfe which he could 
not refill, declared that it was not the fkeJcton of Clarke, 
inafmuch as his body had been interred in a place called 
St. Robert's Cave, where they would find it, with the 
head turned 10 a certain corner. He was immediately 
apprehended, examined, admitted as evidence for the 
crown, and difcovered the particulars of the murther. 
The (ke|eton of Claike being found exaflly in the place 
and manner be bad defcribed, Eugene Aram, who now 
a£tcd as uftier to a grammar- fchool in the county of 
Norfolk, was fecured, and brought to trial at the York 
affifes. There, his own wife corroborating the teHimony 
of Houfeman, he was found guilty, and received fentence 
of death, notwitbltandinga very artful and learned defenfe, 
in which he proved, from argument and example, the 
danger of conviding a man upon circumftantial evidence, 
{Ending ^1 Ki^ remonftrances inefFetSual, he recommended 
^imf^if in patbctick urms to the King's mercy } and if 
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BOOR ever murthcr was entitled to indulgence, perhaps it might 
' f have been extended, noi Impropefly, to this nian, whofe 
*7J)' ■ genius, in itfelf prodigious, might have exerted ilfelf in 
works of general utiiity. He had, in fpite of all the dif- 
advktitages attending low birth and llraitened circum- 
fiances, by the dint of his own capacity and ihclination, 
made confiderabl^ progrefs in ma them a ticks and philofo- 
ipby, acquired all. the languages ancient and modern, and 
executed part of a Cdtick didionary, which, had he lived 
to finifh it, might have thrown fome eflential light upon 
tfie origin and obfcurities of the European Hiflory. Con- 
vinced, atlaft, that he had nothing to hope from the cle- 
mency 6f the government, he wrote a fiiort poem in de- 
fehfeof'fiiioide; and, on the day fixed for his execution, 
opened the veins of his left arm with a razor, wluch he 
had concealed for that purpofe. Though he was much 
ve&kened by the eCFulion of blood, befofe this attempt 
was difcovered; yet, as the inftrument had milled the 
■artery, he did not expire until he wa8^:ar^ied to the gibbet, 
and underwent the lenience of the law. His body was 
conveyed to Knarefljorough-foreft, and hung in chains, 
hear the place where the murther was perpetrated, 
Thefe are fome of the moft remarkaUfi that appeared 
-among many other itjftan CCS of homicide; a CTime that 
prevails to a degree ^Hke deplorable and furprifing, even 
in a nation renowned for compalBon and placability.' 
Buithis will generally be the cafe among people whole 
paffions', naturally impetuous, are ill reftrained, by laws, 
and the regulations of civil fociety, which the licentious do 
not fear, and the wicked hope to evade. 

§ XXXIV. The Prince of Wales having, in the be- 
ginning of June, entered the two and-twentieth year of 
hisage, the anniwerfary of his birth was celebrated with 
great rejoicings at court, and the King received com- 
pliments of congratulation on the majority of a prince, 
who feenied born to fulfill the hopes and complete the 
happinefs of Great-Britain. The city of London prc- 
fciited an addrcfs to the King on this occalion, repleic 

with 
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with expreffionsof loyaltyand afFeflion, affuring his Ma- chap. 
jefty, that no hoftile threats could intimidate a people . ' j 
animated by the love of liberty, who, coDiidi.ng in the 1759. 
Divine Providence, and in his Maje(^y's experienced 
wifdom and vigorous councils, were refolved to exert 
their utmoft efforts towards enabljng their foveieign to 
repel the infults and defeat the attempts made by the an- 
cient enemies of his crown and 'kingdom. Congratu- 
lations of the hme kind were offered by other cities* 
towns, corporations, and communities, who vied with 
each other in profelQons of attachment; and, indeed, 
there was not the lead trace of difaffei^ion perceivable aC 
ihisjundture in any part of the ifland. 

§ XXXV. So little were the citizens of London di- 
ftreiTcd by the expenfe, or incommoded by the operations 
of the 'war, that they found leifure to plan, and funds to 
execute magnificent works of art, for the ornament of the 
metropolis, and the convenience of commerce. T'bcy 
had obtained an a^ of parliament, empowering them to 
build a new bridge over the Thames, from Black-friara 
to the oppofite Ihore, about midway between thofe of 
London and Wsftminfler. Commil3i oners were appointed 
to put this iQ in execution ; and, at a court of common- 
council, it was refolved that a fum not exceeding one 
hundred and forty-four thoufand pounds fhould be forth- 
with raifed, within the fp ace of eight years, by tnftall- 
ments, not exceeding thirty-thoufand pounds in one year, 
to be paid into the chamber of London } that the perfons 
advancing the money ihould have an interefl at the rate 
of four pounds per cent, per annum, to be paid half yearly . 
by the Chamberlain, yet redeemable at the expiration of 
the firfl ten years; and that the Chamberlain Ihould affix 
the city's feal to fuch infiruments as the committee might 
think fit to give for fecuring the payment of the faid 
annuities. Such were the firfl effectual fleps taken to- 
wards the execution of a laudable meafure, which met 
with cfa< moft obftinate oppofition in the fequel, from the 
narrow 
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BOOK narrow views of particular people, as well as from (he 
^ ' f pr^udice of party. 

1759. § XXXVI. The fpirit that now animated the citizens 

of London was fuch as fmall difficulties did not retard, 
and even confiderable lofTes could not difcourage. In the 
month of November the city was expofed to a dangerous 
conflagration, kindled in the night by accident in the 
neighbourhood of the Royal-Exchange, which burned 
with great fury, notwithftanding the alSftance of the fire- 
men and engines employed under the .perfonal direction 
of the magiftracy, confumed a good number of houfes, and 
damaged many more. That whole quarter of the town 
wasfilled with conftcrnation: fome individuals were beg- 
gared ; one or two pcrifhed in the flames, and fome were 
buried in the ruins of the houfes that funk under the dif- 
aftcr. 

§ XXXVII. The ferment of mind fo-peculiar to the 
natives of Great-Britain, excited byaftrange mixture of 
genius and caprice, paflion and philofophy, ftudy and 
conjefture, produced at this period fome floWersofim- 
pi'ovement, in different arts and fciences, that feemed to 
promifc fruit of publick utility. Several perfona invented 
methods for difcovering the longitude at fea, that great 
defideratum \Q navigation, for the afcertainment of which 
fo many nations have offered a publick recompen(e, and 
in the inveftigation of which fo many mathematical heads 
have been difordered. Some of thofc who now appeared 
candidates for the prize deferved encouragement for the 
ingenuity of their feveral fyftems j but he who feemed to 
enjoy the pre-eminence in the opinion and favour of the 
puhlick, was Mr. Irwin, a native of Ireland, who con- 
trived a chair fo artfully poifed, that a perfon fitting iii it 
on board a Ihip, even in a rough, fea, can, through a 
telefcope, obfcrve the immerlion and emerlion of Jupi- 
ter's fatcllites, without being interrupted [or incommoded 
I by the motion of the vcffel. This gentleman was favour- 

ed with the affiltance and proteiflion of Commodore, Lord 
Howe, in whofe prefcnce the experiment was tried in 
feveral 
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feveral fhrps at fea with fuch fuccefs, that he granted a 
certificate, fignifying his approbation ; and in confequence 
of this, Mr. Irwin is faid to have obtained a confideiable 
reward from the board of Admiralty. . 

§ XXXVIII. The people of England, happy in their 
lituation, felt none of the ftorms of war and defolatiori 
which ravaged the neighbouring countries ; but, enriched 
by a furprifing augmentation of commerce, enjoyed all the 
fccurity of peace, and all the pleafurcs of tafle and afflu- 
ence. The univcrfity of Oxford having conferred the 
office of their chancellor, vacant by the death of the Earl 
of Arran, upon another nobleman of equal honour and 
integrity, namely, the Earl of Wcftmorland, he made a 
publick en te ranee into that celebrated feat of learning with 
great magnificence, and was inftalled amidft the Encxnia, 
which were celebrated with fuch cJaJlical elegance of pomp, 
as might have rivalled the chief Roman feftival of the 
Auguftan age. The chancellor eleft was attended by a 
fplendid train of the nobility and perfonaof diftinfiion. 
The city of Oxford was filled with a vaft concourfe of 
flrangers. The procelSons were contrived with tafte, 
and conducted with decorum. The inllaliation was per- 
formed with the moft'flriking folemnity. The congratu- 
latory verfes, and publick fpeeches, breathed the fpirit 
of old Rome j and the ceremony was clofed by Dr. King, 
that venerable fage of St. Mary Hall, who pronounced an 
oration in pralfe of the new chancellor with all the flow of 
Tully, animated by the fire of Demofthenes. 

§ XXXIX. Wefhall condudetheremarkableincidenis 
of this year*, that are detached from the protecution of 

the 

* In tha (pring of this yeir the I'ltwriil iit9 luftaincd i limentible lola in 
the death of' George -Frederick Handel, the moflulebracedmalleriii mulick 
which (hit age had produced. He wai by birth a Oerman; but had Ihidied im 
liity, and afteiwards fettled in England, where he met with the moit 
favourable tecepdon, and tcGded above half a century, univerfally admired fot 
hii Snpendaui gtniui in the fublinie parts of rauGcal compolitioo. 

One would be apt. Co imagine that tiiere wai fometting in the canflitutlni 
of the air at this period, which wii particularly unfavourable to old age, 
■naliiiucb ■>, ialhecoinpalscf a fewmontlu, the fsllowiRg perfoni, itmark- 

*bte 
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BOOK the war, with the detail of an event equally furprillng 

. ^ ' . and deplorable : — A flpop called the Dolphin, bound from 
' >7:9* the Canaries to New-Yoric, met with fuch unfavourable 
weather, that (he wasdetatncd one hundred and fixty-five 
iJayG in the palTage, and the provifion of the Ihip was ai- 
together expended before the firft fifty, days were eiapfed. 
The wretched. crew had devoured their dog, cat, and all 
their {hoes on board : at length, being reduced to the ut- 
mofl extremity, they agreed to call lots for their lives, 
that the body of bim upon whom the lot fhouid fall 
might ferve for fome time to fupport the furvivors. The 
wretched vidlim was one AntonJo Galatia, a Spanilh 
gentleman and pafTenger, Him they fliot with a mufquet ; 
and having qut off his head, threw it overboard ; but the 
entrails, and the reft of the carcafe, they greedily devour- 
ed. This horrid banquet having, as it were, Scfbcd th^ 
famifiied crew, they began to talk of another facrifice, 
from which, however, they were diverted by the influ- 
ence and rcmonfirances of their captain, who prevailed 
Upon them to be fatisfied with a mifcrable allowance tp 
' each per diem, cut from .a pair, of leather breeches found 
in the cabbin. Upon this calamitous pittance, re-en- 
forced with the grais which grew plentifLlJy upon the 
deck, thefe poor objeils made ftiift to fubfift for twenty 
days, at the expiration of which they were relieved, and 
taken on board one Captain Bradfhaw, who chanced to 
fall in with them at fea, . By this time the whole crew, 
confiding of feven men, were fo fqualid and emaciated, 
as to exhibit an appearance at once piteous and terrible; 
apd fo reduced in point of flrength, that it was found 
jiecelTary to ufe ropes and tackle for hoilljng them, from 

one 

.Bile for theiiloagcvitj, died in theklngdamof.Scotlaad : William Sundi, 
who bid been abote feventy ycari a fervant in the family of Brodie, died 
then:, at the a£C o( one hundied and nine. Catharine Mackeniie died in 
Kofs-lhite, lithe age of one hundred and eighteen. . Janet Blair, deceafcrf 
«tMonemulk, in the Ihire of Aberdeen, turned of one hundred and t«lie. 
J^lexaodei Steeheni, ki Bimlllhire, at the age of one hundred and eight- 
Jacec Harper, at Baias-hole, at the age of one hundred and fecec. Daniel 
Cimejon, in Rannach, maniod when he wu turned of one hundred, aad 
(uivived hi> matriiEe thirty years. 
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one fhip to the other. The circumftance of the lot chap. 
falling upon the Spaniard, who was the only foreigner oh . ^1 , 
b.oard, encourages a fufpicion that foul play was offered to j^.^. 
this unfortunate ftranger} but the mod remarkable part of 
this whole incident is, that the mailer and crew Oiuld not 
contrive fome fort of tackle to catch fifli, with which the 
fea every where abounds, and which, no doubt, might 
be caught with the help of a little ingenuity. If im- 
plements of this kind were provided in every Ihip, they 
would probably prevehtall thofe tragical events at fea that 
are occafioned by famine. 

§ XL. Previous to the more capital operations in war,we 
fliali particularife the molt remarkable captures that were 
made upon the enemy by Tingle (hips of war, during the 
courfe of this fummer and autumn. In the month of 
February a French privateer belonging to Granville, 
called the Marquis de Marigny, having on board near 
two hundred men, and mounted with twenty cannon, was 
taken by Captain Parker, commander of his Majefly's 
. ihip the Montague ; who likewife made prize of a fmailer 
armed v.efiel, from Dunkirk, of eight cannon and fixty 
men. About the fame period. Captain Graves, of the 
Unicorn, brought in the Moras privateer, of St. Maloes, 
carrying two hundred men, and two and-twenty cannon. 
Two large merchant-ftiips, loaded on the French King's 
account for Martinique, with provifion, clothing, and 
arms, for the troops on that idand, were taken by Cap- 
tain Lendrickj commander of the Brilliant ; and an £ng- 
lifli tranfport from St. John's, having four hundred 
French prifoners on board, periflied near the Weftern 
Illands. Within the circle of the fame month, a large 
French fliip from St. Domingo, richly laden, fell in with 
the Favourite Ihip of war, and was carried into Gib- 
raltar. 

§ XLI. In the month of February, Captain Hood, of 

his Majefly's frigate the Veftal, belonging to a fma!l 

fquadron commanded by Admiral Holmes, who had failed 

for the Weft-Indies in January, being advanced a con- 

VoL. IV. G 2 fidsrablc 
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BOOK, fideable way a-h»d of the fl«t, defcricd and gave chitc 
^ ' ■ to a fail, which proved to be a French frigate called the 
1759* Bellona, of tiro hundred and twenty men, and two-2nd- 
thirty great guns, commanded by the Count de Beauho- 
noire. Captain Hood,, having made aftgnal to the Ad^ 
tniral, continued the chale until he advanced withm half 
ffluftjuet-fhot of the enemy, and then poured in a broad- 
iide, which was immediately retorted. The engagement 
thus begun was maintained wi[h great vigour on both 
fides for the fpaceof four houi^; at the expiration of 
which the-Bellona llruck, after having lofV all her mafts 
and rigging, together with about forty men tilled in the 
a^ion. Nor was the vi^or in a much better condition. 
Thirty men were kilted and wounded on board the Veftal. 
Immediatelv after the enemy fubnfitted, alt her rigging 
being deftroyed by the fhot, the topmafls fell overboard ^ . 
and fliewasotherwife fo damaged, that fhe could not pro- 
ceed on her voyage. Captain Hood, therefore^ returned' 
with his prize to Spithead ; and afterwards met wiAs 
gracious reception from ,his Majefty,. on aecoutitofthe 
valour and cnndu^ he had difplayed on this occafi'on. 
• . * The Bellona iTad failed in January from the ifland of 
Martinique, along with the FloriJlant, and another French 
frigate, from which fhe had been feparated in the paflage. 
Immediately after this exploit, Captain Elliot, of the- 
£o!us frigate, accompanied by the Ifis, made prize of 
aFrench fhip, the Mignonne, twenty guns, and one hun- 
dred and forty men, one of four frigates employed as convoy 
to a large fleet of merchant-fhips, near the ifland of Rhee. 
§ XLH. In the month of March, the Englifh frigates 
the Southampton and Melampe, commanded by the Cap- 
■ tains Gilchrill and Hotham, being at fea to the northward 
on a cruile, fell in with the Danae, a French fhip of forty 
cajinon, and three hundred and thirty men, which was 
engaged by Captain Hotham iti a fliip of half the force, 
who maintained the battle a confiderablc time with admira- 
ble gallantry, before bis confort could come to his alEllance. 
As they fought in the dark, Captaia GUchrift was obliged 
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to tie by for fome time, becaufe he could not diftinguilb c hap. 
the one from the other ; but no fooner did the day appear ^ ' f 
than he bore down upon the Oanae with his ufual impc- 1759. 
tuofity, and foon compelled her to furrendei ; {he did not 
firike, however, until thirty or -forty of ber men were 
flain: and the gallant Captain Gilchrift received a grape- 
fliot in his Iboulder, which, though it did not deprive him 
of life, yet rendered him incapable of future fervice : a 
misfortune the more to be lamented, as it happened to a 
brave officer in the vigour of his age, and in the midftof 
a fanguinary war, which might have afforded him many 
other opportunities of fignalizing his courage for the 
honour and advantage of his country. Another remark-', 
able exploit was achieved about the fame juni^ure by 
Captain Harrington, commander of the (hip Achilles, 
mounted with ilxty cannon, who, to the weQward of 
Cape Finifterre, encountered a French dip of equal force, 
called the Count , de St. Florentin, bound from Cape 
Francois on the ifland of Hifpaniola to Rocbefort, under 
the command of thcSieur de Montay, who was obliged to 
ftriice, after a clofe and obftinate engagement, in which he 
himfelf was mortally wounded, a great number of his men 
flain, and his £hip fo damaged, that ihe was with diffi- 
culty brought into Falmouth, Captain Barrington ob- 
tained the victory at the expenfe of about fivc-and-twenty 
men killed and wounded, and^l his rigging, which the 
enemy's (hot rendered ufelefs. Two fmall privateers from , 
l^unkirk were alfo taken, one called the Marquis de Bareii, 
by the Brilliant, which carried her into Kinfalein Ireland; 
the other called the Carilloneur, which ilruck to the Grace 
cutter, aflifted by the boats of the Ihip RocheAer, com- 
manded by Captain DufF, who fent her into the Downs. '' 

§ XLllI. About the latter end of March, Captain 
Samuel Falkner, in the (hip Windfor, of lixty guns, 

f:ruifing to tbft weftward, difcovcred four large (hips to 
eeward, which, when he approached them, formed the 
line of battle a-head, in order to give him a warm re- 
£eption. He accordingly dofed with the fternmoft (hip, 
G g 2 which 
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which fuftained his (ire about an hour : then the otbtt 
I three bearing away with all the fail they could carry, the 
ftruck her colours, and was conduced to Li(bon. She 
proved to be the Due de Charcres, pierced for fixty cannon, 
though at that time carrying no more than four-and- 
twenty, with a complement of three hundred men, about 
thirty of whom were killed in the aSion. She belonged, 
with the other three that cfcaped, to the French Eaft- 
Indra company, was loaded with gunpowder and naval 
ftorcB, and bound for Pondicherry. Two privateers, 
called La Ch3(reur and Le Conquerant, the one from 
Dunkirk, and'thepther from Cherbourg, were taken and 
carried into Plymouth by Captain Hughs, of his Majefty"! 
frigate the Tamer. A third, called the Defpatcb, frran 
Morlaix, was brought into Penzance by the Diligeoce 
floop, undrr the command of Captain Eaflwood. A 
fourth, called the Bafque, from Bayonne, furniflied with 
two-and twenty gun-:, and above two hundred men, fcif 
into the hands of Captain Parker, of the Brilliant, who 
conveyed her into Plymouth. Captain AnCrobus, of the 
Surprife, took the Vieux, a privateer of Bourdcaux: 
and a fifth, from Dunkirk, flruck to Captain Knight, of 
the Liverpool, off Yarmouth. In the month of May a 
French frigate, called the Arethufa, mounted with two- 
and-thirty cannon, manned with a large complement of 
hands, under the command of the Marquis de Vaudri' 
eul, fubmitted to two BritiOi frigates, the Venus and the 
Thames, commanded by the Captains Harrifon and Colby, 
after a warm engagement, in which fixty men were killed, 
and wounded on the fide of the enemy. In the begin- 
ning of June an armed ftiip, belonging to Dunkirk, was 
bro'.ight into the Downs, by Captain Angel, of the Stag ; 
and a privateer of force, called the Councefs de la Scrre, 
was fubdued and taken, after an obAtnate adion, by Cap- 
tain Moore, of his Majefty's fhip the Adventure. 

§ XLIV. Several armed fliips of the enemy, ahd rich 
prizes, were taken in the Weft-Indies, particularly two 
trench frigates, and two Dutch fliips with French com- 
modities) 
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moJities, all richly laden, by fome of the Qiips of the CHAP. 

fquadron which Vicc-Admiral Cotes commanded on the .^ ' , 

Jamaica ftalion. A iifth, called the Velotir, from St. 1758- 
Domingo, with avaluable cargo on board, being fortified 
with twenty cannon, and above one hundred men; fell in 
with the Favourite floop of war, under the command of 
Captain Edwards, who, after an obftinate difpute, carried ', 

. her in triumph to Gibraltar. At St. Chriftopher's, in, 
the Weft-Indies, Captain Collingwood, commander of 
the king's Ihlp iheCrefcent, attacked two French frigates, 
the Amethyfte and Berkeley j the former of which efcaped, 
after a warm engagement, in which the Crefcent's rigging 
was fo much damaged, that the could not purfue ; but the 
Other was taken, and conveyed into (be harbour of Bafle- 
terre. Nocwithflanding the vigilance and courage of the 
Engllfh cr;ii(crs in thole feas, the French privateers 
iwarmed to fucb a degree, that in the courfe of this year 
they took above two hundred fail of BritiQi ihips, valued 
at fix hundred thoufand pounds flerling. This their 
fuccefs is the more remarkable, as by this tiiAe the ifland 
of Guadaloupewas in poffeffioo of the English, and Com- 
modore Moore commanded a numerous fquadron in thofe 
very latitudes. , , 

§ XLV. In the b^inning of Oiflober, the Hercules 
flltp of war, tnounccd jvith feventy-four guns, under the 
command of Captain Porter, crliifing in the chops of the 

, Channel, defcried to windward a large Qiip, which proved 
to be theFIorifTant, of die fame force with the Hercules. 

, Her cortimander, perceiving the Hnglifli (hip giving chafe, 
^idnot feem to decline the ai^ion ; but bore down upon 
ber in a flaming dirc£lion, and the engagement began 
with grpat fury. In a little time, the Hercules having 
~ ]oft her top-maft, and a]l her rigging being ibot away, 
the enemy took advantage of this difafter, made the beft 
of his way, and was purfued tilt eight o'clock next morn' 
ing, when he efcaped behind the ille of Oleron. Captain 
porter was wounded in the head with a grape>ft>ot, and 
loft the ufeof one leg in the engagement. 
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f XLVI. Having taken notice of all the remarlcable 
J captures and exploits that were made and achieved by 
fingle Oiips fincc the commencement 6f the prefent year, 
we {hajy now proceed to defcribc the aiflions that were 
performed in this period by the different fquadron'stfaat 
conftituted the naval power of Great-Britain. Intelli- 
gence having been received that the enemy meditated an 
invalion upon fome of the Britifh territories, and that z 
number of flat-bottomed boats were prepared atHavre-dc- 
Grace, for the purpofe of difembarking troops, Rear- 
Adihiraf Rodney was, in the beginning of July, detached 
with a ftnall fquadron of fhips and bombs to annoy and 
overawe that part of the coaft of France. He accordingly 
anchored in the road of Havre, and made a difpofition to 
execute the inftru^ons he had received. The bomb 
vcflels being placed in the narrow channel of the river 
leading to Honflcur, began to throw their Ihells, and 
continued the bombardment for two-and-fifty faoun, 
without intermiflion, during which a niimerous body of 
French troops was employed in throwing up entrench- 
ments, erecting new batteries, and firing both with fbot 
and fhells upon the affailants. The town was fet on fire 
in feveral places, and burned with great fury ; fome of 
the boats were overturned, and a few of them rediiced to 
alhes, while the inhabitants forfook the place in the ut- 
moft confternation : ncvertheJefs, the damage done to the 
enemy was too inconfiderabic to make amends for the expenfe 
of the armanKnt, and the lofs of nineteen hundred fhells 
and eleven hundred carcafles, which were expended in 
this expedition. Bombardments of this kind ate at bcft 
but expcnfive and unprofitable operations, and may be 
deemed a barbarous method of profccuting war, inafmuch 
as thfc damage falls upon the wretched inhabitants, who 
have given no caufc of ofl^enfe, and who arc generally 
fpared by an humane enemy, u'nlefi they have committed 
fome particular aft of provocation. 

§ XLVli. The honour of the Britift flag was much 
more efFedually aflcrted by the gallant Admiral Bofcawen, 

who, 

i..,,i,,...,i^.t.)i,}t^ie 
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"wtio, as we have already oblerved, was entruftcd with the chap. 
«otidui3 ofa fquadron in the Mediterranean. It muft be , ' j 
■owned, however, that hisfirftattempt favoured of temerity. i7S9'] 
■Having in vain difpiayed the Britife flag in fight of Tou- 
lon, by way of defiance to the French fleet thai lay there 
-at anchor, he ordered three ftiips of the line, commandt^ 
fcy the Captains Smith, Harland, and Barjter, to advance 
and burn two fhips that lay clofe to the mouth of the 
■ 4iarb«ur. They accordingly approached with great intre- 
pidity, and met wiifa a very warm reception from divert 
tiatteries which they had jiot before perceived. Tw© 
fmati forts they attempted to deftroy, and cannonaded for 
;fome time with great fury; but being over-matched by 
Superior force; and the wind fubliding into a calm, they 
fuftained conftderable damage, and were towed oS with 
-great difficulty, in a very ffhatiered condition. The Ad- 
miral feeing three of his beft ftiips fo roughly handled in 
ahis eirterprife, returned to Gibraltar in order to refit? and 
M. dela Clue, the French commander of the fquadron at 
Toulon, fcifed this o|}portunity of failing, in hopes oF 
|)3flingthe Straits mouth unobferved, his 'fleet confifting 
^f'twelve large fhips, and three frigates. Admiral Bof- 
cawcn, who commanded fourteen fail of the line, with 
two frigates, and as many fire-lbips, .having refitted his 
-fquadron, detached one frigate to cruife off Malaga, and 
another to hover between Eftepona and Ceuta-point; 
vith a view to keep a good look-out, and give timely no- 
tice in cafe the enemy ftiould approach. On the feven- 
teenth day of Auguft, at eight in the everiiiig, the Gibral- 
tar frigate made a fignal that fourteen fail appeared on the 
Earbary fllore, to the eaftward of Geuta ,; upon which the 
^nglifli admiral immediately heaved up his anchor? and 
wenttofea: at day^light he defcried fevcn large ihipa 
lying-to ; but when the EnglKh fquadron forcborc to an- 
fwer their fignal, they difcovered their miftake, fet all their 
fails, and made the beft of their way. This was the 
gi;eater part of the French fquadron commandea by ,M. de 
4Jt Clue^ from whom five of his large fhips and three fci- 
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B o o K gates had fcparatcd in the night. Even now, perhaps, h« 

^^ -_- . t might have efcaped, had he not been obliged to wait for 
j;j$. the Souveraine, which was a heavy failer. At noon the 
wind, which had blown a frefti gale, died away, and al- 
though adaiiral Btifcawen had made fignal to chafe, and 
engage in a line of battle a-head, ^t was not till half an 
hour after two that fome of his headmoll Ihips could dole 
with the rear of the enemy.; which, though greatly out- 
numbered, fought with uncommon bravery. The Eng- 
iifti admiral, without waiting to return the fire pf the 
flernmoft, which he received as he paffed, ufed all his en- 
deavours to come up with the Ocean, which M. de la 
Clue commanded in perfon ; and about four o'cloclc in 
the afternoon running athwart her hawfe, poured into her 
a furious broadfide : thus the engagement began with 
equal vigour on both fides. This difpute, however, was of 
fliort duration. In about half an hour Admiral SoG- 
, cawen's mizen-maft and topfail-yards were flipt away; 
and the enemy hoifled all the fail they could carry, Mr. 
Bofcawen having (hifted his flag fr^m the N^mur to the 
Newark, joined fomc other fliips ip attacking theCeptaui;, ' 
of fcventy-four guns, which, being thus overpowered* 
was obliged to furrender. The Britifh admiral purfued 
them all r.ight, during which the Souveraine, and the 
Guerrier, altered their courfe, and defertcd their command- 
er. At day-break, M. dela Clue, whofe left leg had 
been broke in the engagement, perceiving the Englifii 
fquadron crowding all their fails to come up with bin), 
and finding himfclf on thp coaft of Portugal, determined to 
burn his Qiips, rathcf than t)]ey Ihould iajl into the hands 
of the victors. The Ocean was run aihore two leagues 
from Lagos, near the fort of Almadana, the commander 
of which fired three fl)ot at the Epglilhj another cap- 
tain of the French fquadron followed the example of his 
icommaiider, and bpth endeavoured to difembark their men ; 
but the fea being rough, this proved a very tedious and 
diffcult attempt. The captains of the Temeraire and 
Modede, inflcad of deftroying their IhipSj anchored as 
.' 4 near 
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■ear as they could to the forts Xavier and Lagres, in hopes c HA P. 
of enjoying their protedlionj but in this hope they were , 

difsppointed. M. de la Qluc had been landed, and the 17J9. 
command of the .Ocean was left to the Count de Carne, 
who, having received one hroadfide from the, America, 
firucic his colours, aiid the Engiifti took pofleflion ot 
this noble prize, the beft (hip in the French navy, mount- 
ed with eighty cannon. Captain Bcntly, of the War- 
fpight, who had remarkably fignalifed himfelf by his courage 
during the adion of the preceding day, attacked the Tc- 
pieraire, of feventy-four guns, and brought her off with 
little damage. Vice-Admiral Broderick, the fecond in 
command, advancing with his divifion, burned the Re- 
doubtable, of feyenty-four guns, which was bulged, and 
ybajidoned by her men and officers; 'but they made prize 
of the Modefte, carrying fij^ty-four guns, which had not , 
been much injured in the engagement. This vi6)orywas 
pbuined by the Englifli admiral at a very fmall expenfe of 
men j the whole number of the killed and wounded not 
exceeding two hundred and fifty on board of the Britilh 
fquadron, though the carnage- among the enemy muft 
have been much more confiderablc, as M. de la Clue', in 
his letter to the French ambalTadour 9t Lifbon, owned that 
on board of his own (hip, the Ocean, one hundred men 
were killed 01) the fpot, and feventy dangeroully wounded : 
but the moft fevcre circumftance of this difafter was the 
Jofs of four capital fhips, tn'O of which were detiroyed, 
and the other two brought in triumph to England, to be 
pumbered among the beft bottoms of the Britifh navy. 
What augmented the good fortutie of the vigors, was, 
that not one officer loft his life in the engagement. 
Captain Benlly^ whom the Admiral defpatched to Eng- 
land with the tidings of his fuccefs, met with a gracious 
reception from the King, who knighted him for his 
gallantry. 

XLVIII. As we propofe to throw together all the naval 
^ranfadions of the year, efpecially thofe that happened in 
the European leas, that they may be comprehended as it 
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were in one view, wc mufl now, without regarding tlic 
I order of time, podpone many previoua events of import- 
ance, and record the laft afiion by Tea that in the courlo 
of this year diftinguilhed the flag of Great-Biitain. The 
c^urt of Verfaillej, in order to embarrafs the BritiOi 
miniftry, and divert their attention from all external 
expeditions, had in the winter projefled a plan for invad- 
ing fome part of the Br!ti{b dominions; and in the begin- - 
ningofthe ^ear had actually begun to make preparations 
on different parts of their coaft fbrcarrying this dcfign into 
execution. Even as far back as the lattpr end of May, 
melTages from the King to both Houfes of parliament were 
delivered by the Earl of Ht^erndTc and Mr. Pitt, the twa 
fecretaries of ftate, fignifying that his Majefty had re- 
ceived advices of preparations making by the French 
court, with a defign to invade Great-Britain : that though 
perfuaded, by the univerfal zeal and afFedion of his people, 
any fucb attempt mufl, under the bleffing of God, end in 
the del}ru£tion of thofc who engaged in it j yet he ap- 
prehended he thould not ad confiflent with that patirnd 
care and concern which he had always (hown for the fafetf 
and preservation of his fubjefls, if he omitted any means 
in hia power vrfiich might be neceffary for their defenfe : 
he, therefore, acquainted the parliament with his having 
- received repeated intelligence of the enemy's preparations, 
to the end that his Majefty might, if he ftould think pro- 
per, in purfiiance of the late afl of parliament, caufe the 
militia, or fuch part thereof as fhould be neceffary, to be 
dra.wn out and embodied, in order to march as occafioR 
fliould require. Thefe meffages were no fooner read, 
than each Houfe feparately refolded to prefent an addrefs, 
thanking his Majefty for having communicated this in- 
telligence; afliiring him that they would, with their lives 
and fortunes, fupport him againft all attempts whatever: 
that, warmed with afteflion and zea] for his perfon an* 
government, and animated by indignation at the daring 
defigns of an enemy whofc fleet had hitherto fliunned the 
tcrrour of the Briiifli navy, they would chcarfully exert 

their 
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their trfmofl efforts to repel all inrults, and efteflually en- chap. 
able their fovereign, not pnly to difappoint the attempts of . ' j 
France, but, by the blelEng of God, turn them to their 17^). 
own confufion. The Commons at the fame time refolved 
Upon another addtefs, defiring his Majcfty would give di- 
rcflions to his lieutenants of the feverai counties, ridings, 
and places within South-Britain, to ufe their utrtiofl dili- 
, gence and attention in executing the feverai ails of par- 
liament made for the better ordering the militia. 

§ XLIX. Thefe and other precautionary fteps were 
accordin^gly takeii J but the adminiftration wifely placed 
their chief dependence upon the (trength of the navy, part 
of which was fodivided and Rationed, as to block up all 
the harboiirs of France in which the enemy wtire known 
tp make any naval armament of confequencc. We have 
feen in what manner Rear-Admiral Rodney vHited the 
town and harbour of Havre-de-Grace, and fcou red that 
partofthecoaft infucceflive cruifes : we have alfo recorded 
the expedition and victory of Admiral Bofcawen over the 
fquadron of La Ciue, which was equipped at Toulon, 
with a defign toaffiftin theprojeiaed inv^fion. Notwith- 
ftanding this difafter, the French minifiry perfided in their 
defign; towards the execution of which they had pre- 
pared another confiderabte fleet, in the harbours of Roche- 
fort, Breft, and Port-Louis, to be commanded by M. de 
Conflansj and re-enforcedbyaconfiderablebodyof troops, 
which wereadiually affembled under the Due d'Aiguillon, 
at Vannes, in Lower Bretagne, Flat-bottomed boats and 
tranfports to be ufed in this expedition were prepared in. 
different ports on the coad of France ; and a fmall fqua- 
dron was equipped at Dunkirk, under the command of an 
enterprifing adventurer, called Tl^urot, who had, in the 
courfe of the preceding year, fignalifed his courage and 
conduit in a large privateer called the BelleiHe, which had 
fcoured the North Seas, taken a number of fliips, and at 
one time maintained an obflinate battle againll two £ng- 
]i0i frigates, which were obliged to defift, after having re- 
ceived confiderable damage. This man's n^m^ became a, 

tcirour 
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terrour to the merchants of Great -Britain ; for his ra* 
p lour was not more remarkable in battle than his cojiduA 
in eluding the purAiit ofthpBritifh cruifers, who werp 
fucceffively detached in <]ueft of him, through every part' 
of the Germafi Ocean and North fea, as Far as the ifland 
of Orkneys. It mufl be lilccwife owned, for the honour 
of human nature, that this bold mariner, though deftitute 
of the advantages of birth and education, was remarkably 
diftinguilhed by his generofity and compaflion to thofe wh(> 
bad the misfortune to fall into his power ; and that bis 
deporcqient in every refpei^ eniJLled him to a much more 
hoqourable rank in the fervice of his country. The court 
of Verfailles were not infcnfible to his merit. He obtain- 
ed a commifljon from the French King, and was veftcd 
with the command of the fmall armament now, fitting out 
in th,e hd'bour of Dunkirk. 'I he UritiJh government 
being apprifed of all ihefe paiticulars, took fuch meafures 
to defeat the purpofcd invafion as rauft have conveyed a 
very high idea (if the power of Great-Britain to thofe who 
confidered, that, excluGve of ths force oppofed to this 
delign, they at the fame time carried on the mofl vigorous 
and important operations of war in Germany, America, 
the Eaft and Wed-Ind^. Thurot's armament at Dun- 
kirk w*s w?tch.ed by an Englifh fquadron in the I>owns^ 
commanded by Commodore Boys ; the port of Havre was 
guaided by Rear-Admiral Rodney ; Mr. Bofcawen had 
been Rationed off Toulon, and the coafl of Vannes was 
fcoured by ^ imal! fquadron detached from Sir Edward 
Hawke, who had during the fummer blocked up the har- 
bour of Bred, where Confians lay wilh his fleet, in order 
to be joined by the other divjfions of the Armament. 
Thefe diiFcrent fquadrons of the Britifti navy were con- 
ne£led by a chain of feparate cruifers } fo that the whole 
coaft of France, from Dunkirk to the extremity of Bre- 
tagnc, was diHrefled by an a£lual blockade. 

§ L. The French miniftry being thus hampered, forbore 
their attempt upon Britain ; and the projeSed invafion 
fccmed to hang in fufpenfe till the month of Auguft, in 

Ihc ■ 
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the begioningof which their army in' Germany was de- GHAP. 
feated at Minden. Their dejigns in that country being ^_ .' n f 
baffled by this difaller, they fcemed to convert their chief 1759, 
attention to their Tea- armament; the preparations were 
refumed with redoubled vigour ; and even after the defeat 
of La Clue, they refolved to try their fortune in a defcent. 
They now propofed to difcmbarlc a body of troops in Ire- 
land. Thurot received orders to fail from Dunkirk with 
the firft opportunity, and Ihape his courfe round the nor- 
thern parts of Scotland, thai he might alarm [he coaft of 
Ireland, and make a diverfion from that part where Con- 
flans intended to effectuate the difembarkation of his forces. 
The tranfports and fliips of war were aflembled at Brcft 
and Rochcfort, having on board a train of artillery, with 
faddles, and other accoutrements for cavaJry, to be mount- 
ed in Ireland ; and a body of French troops, including, 
part of the Irilh brigade, was kept inreadinefs to embark. 
The execution of this fchemewas, however, prevented by 
the vigiSance of Sir tdward Hawke, who blocked up the 
harbour of Breft with a fleet of twenty-three capital fhips; 
. while another fquadron of fmailer fhips and frigates, under 
the command of Captain Duff, continued to cruife along 
the French coaft, from port L'Orient, in Bretagne, to the 
pointof St.Gl!!e« in Puiioti. At length, however, inthe 
beginning of November, the Britifh fquadron, command- 
ed by Sir Edward Hawke, Sir Charles Hardy, and Rear- 
Admiral Geary, were driven from the coaft of France by 
fltefs of weatherj and on the ninth day of the month 
anchored in Torbay. The French admiral, Conflans, 
fnatched this opportunity of failing from Breft, with one- 
and-twenty fail of the line and four frigates, in hopes of 
being able to deftroy the Englifh fquadron commanded ,by 
Captain Duff, before the larger fleet could return from the 
coaftof England. Sir Edward Hawke having received in- 
tcHigence that the French fleet had' failed from Breft, ■im- 
mediately flood to fea, in order to purfue them ; and in 
the mean time, the government iflTued orders for guarding 
all thofe parts of the coaft that weie thought the mod ex.- 

pofed 
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BOOE pofed to a defcent. The UnJ-forces were put in motipB, 

y_, ' _ , and quartered along the fhore of Kent and Suffex : all tljc 

J7J9. fltips of war in the different harbours, even thofe that had 

juft arrived from America, were ordered to put to fea, and 

every flep was taken .to dtfconccrt the defigns of the 

enemy. 

§ LI. While tbefe meafur« were taken with equal 
vigour and deliberation, Sir Edward Hawke fleered his 
- courfc dire£t]y for Quiberon, on the coaft of Bretagne, 
which he fuppofed would be the rendezvous of the French 
fquadron : but, notwithflanding his uCmoft efforts, he was 
driven by a hard gale confiderably to the weftward, where 
be was joined by two frigates, ibe Maidftone and Coven- 
try. Thefe he direfled- to keep a-head of the fquadrcwi. 
The weather growing more moderate, the former made 
the fignal for feeing a fleet, on th^ twentieth day of No- 
vember, at half an hour pafl eight o'clock in the^moro- 
ing, and in an hour afterwards difcovered them to be the 
enemy's fquadron. They were at that time in chafe of 
Captain Duff's fquadron, which now joined the large 
fleet, after having run fome rifque of being taken. Sir 
Edward Hawke, who, when the Maidftone gave the firft 
notice, had formed the line a-breaft, now perceiving that: 
the French admiral endeavoured to efcape with all the ful 
he could carry, threw out a fignal for feven. of his Ihips 
that were.neareft the enemy to chafe, and endeavour to 
detain them, until they could be re-enforced by the reft 
of the fquadrcn, which were ordered to form into a 
line of battle a-head^ as they .chafed, that no lime 
might be loft in the purfuic. Confidering the rou^hnefs of 
the weather, which was extremely tempeftuousj the nature 
ofthecoaft, which is in this place rendered very hazard- 
.ous by a great number of fand-banks, Ihoals, rocks, and 
illands, as entirely unknown to the Britifh failors, as they 
were familiar to the French navigators ; the dangers of a 
fliortday, -dark night, and lee-fliore; it required extra- 
ordinary, refolution in the Englifh admiral to attempt ho- 
flilities on this'occafion : but Sir Edward Hawlcc, Reeled 
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*rilhthe integrity and fortitude ofhis own heart, animated chap. 
by a warm love for his country, and well acquainted with ^_ , -'-„ ^ 
the importaricftof the ftalte'on which the fafety of that »7J9- 
country in a great meafure depended, was refolved to run 
extraordinary rifques in his endeavoura to fruftrate'at once 
* boafted fcheme projcfled for the annoyance of his fellow- 
fiibjefla, With-refpcft to his fliips of the line, he had 
but the advantage of one in point of number, and no fupe- 
riority'in mon or metal, confequently, M. de Conflana 
might have hazarded a fair battk on the open fea, without 
any imputation of temerity : but he thought proper to play 
a more artful game, though it did not fucceed according 
to his cxpe^a'tion. He kept his Sect in a body, and re- 
tired ciofc in (bore, with a view to draw the Englifli fqua- 
dron among the (hoals and iflands, on which he hoped they 
would pay dear for their rafhnefs and impetuolity, while he 
and his officers, who were perfc£lly acquainted with the 
navigation, could either ftay, and take advantage of the 
difaller, or, if hard prefled, retire through channels un- 
known to the Britifb pilots. At half an hourafter tWtv, 
the van of the Englifli fleet began the engagement witfi 
<he rear of the enemy, in the neigbourhood of BelleiSe. 
- Svery (hip as fhe advanced poured in a broadJide on the 
'fiernnnoft of the French, and bore down upon their van, 
leaving the rear to thofe that came after. Sir Edward 
Hawke, in the Royal George, of one hundred and ten 
guns, referved his fire in paffing through the rear of the 
«nemy, and ordered his mafter to bring Bim along-fide of 
the French admiral, who commanded in peifon on board 
the Soleil Koyal, a fhip mounted With eighty cannon^ 
and provided' with a complement of twelve hundred men. 
.When the pilot remonflrated that he could not obey hi»' 
command, without th* moll imminent fiifque of running 
upon 3 (hoal, the brave veteran replied, " You hav,e_ done 
*' your duty in (bowing the danger J now you are to com- , 
•* ply with my order, and lay me aiong-fide the Soleil 
"Royal." His wifli was gratified : the Royal George 
ranged up with the French admiral. The Thefcc, an- 
S other 
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BOOK other large Ibip of the enemy, running up between tfietws 
1^ - ' , / commanders, futlained the fire that was referved for the 
I7SS- Soleil Royal i butin returning the firllbroadfi(]e foundered, 
in confequenceof the high Tea that entered her, lower deck- 
ports, and filled her with water. Notwithftandlng the 
boifterous weather, a great number of ibips on both lidei 
fought with equal fury and dubious fuccefs, tilt about foui 
in the afietnoon, when the Formidable ftruclc her colours; 
The' Superbe ftiared the fate of the Thefee in going to the 
bottom. The Hero hauled down her colours in tolcen of 
fubtnilTion, and dropped anchor ; but the wind was io 
high, that no bo ^t could be fent to take poiTeflion. fiy 
this time day-light began to fail, and the greater part of the 
French fleet efcaped under cover of the darknefs. Night 
approaching, the wind blowing with augmented violence 
on a lee-fhore, and the Britifli fquadron being entangled 
among unknown llioals and illAnds, Sir Edward Hawke 
made the fignal for anchoring to the weftward of the fmall 
iHand Dumet; and here the fieet remained all night in a 
very dangerous riding, alarmed by the fgry of the ftormj 
ajid the incelTant firing of guns of dillrefs, without their 
knowing whether it proceeded from friend or enemy; 
The Soleil Royal had, under favour of the night, anchored 
alfo in the midft of the Britifli fquadron ; but at day- 
break M. de Conflans ordered her cable to be cut, and fbe 
drove a-fliore to the weftward of Crozie. The Englifh 
sdmiral immediately madelignal to the Eflex to flip cable, 
and purfue herj and, in obeying this order, flie ran un- 
fortunately on a fand-bank called Lefour, where the Re- 
folution, another fliip of the Britifli fquadron, was already 
grounded. Here they were both irrecoverably loft, in fpice 
of all the alBftance that could be given : but all their men, 
and part of their ftores, were rave4, and the wrecks fct on 
fire by order of the admiral. He likewife detached the 
Portland, Chatham, and Vengeance to deftroy the Soleil 
Koyal, which was burned by her own people, before the 
Englifli Ihips could approach ; but they arrived time 
enough to reduce the Heio to afties on the Lefour, where 
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Ae had been Mo flranded j and the Jufte, another of th^r c ha P. 
great Chips, peri&ed in the mouth of the Loire> The Ad- ^ ' j 
miral, perceiving fevcn large (hips of the enemy riding at 1759. 
anchor between Point Penvas and the mouth of the river 
Vilaine, made thcGgnal to weigh, in order to atuclt them, 
but the fury of the ftonn increafed to fuch a degree, that 
he was obliged to remain at aochor* and eveni order the 
top-gall a nt-maflt to be ftruck. In the mean time, thq 
French fliips being lightened of th^ir cannon, their officer) 
took advantage of the flood, and a more moderate galQ 
under the land, to ent^ th? Vilaine, where they lay within 
half a mile of the enterance^ pTotefied by feme occalional 
batteries ^ce^ed on the fhore, and by two large frigatef 
moored acrofs the mouth of the harbour. Thus they 
were eiFeiAuaUy fecured from any attempts of fmall veflels 1 
and as for large dips, there was not water fufficient tQ 
^oat them within fighting diftance of the enemy, On 
the whole, this battle, in which a very inconfiders^ble num-^ 
ber of lives was loft, may be confidered as one of the moQ 
perilous and important adlions that ever happened in any 
Wfir between the two nations i for it not only defeated th? 
' projcifled invafion, which had hung menacing fo long 
(aver the apprehenfions of Great'Britain ; but it gave th^ 
jiniO^iing blow to the naval power of France, which wat 
totally difabled from undertalcing any thing of confe* 
quence in thefequel*. By this time, indeed, Thgrot hai 
^fcaped from Dunlciric, and dire^ed his coi}rfe to thf 
Nqrth-Sea, whither he was followed by Commodore Boys^ 
who ncverth'elefs wat difafipuinted in his purfuit ; but th? 
-fate of that enterpri&ng adventurer falls under the annals 
pf the enfuing year, among the tranfaSions of which it 
{ball be recorded. As for Sir Eijwaid Hawke, he conti- 
nued cruiling o(F the co^ft of Bretagnf for a confiderable ' 
Vol. IV. H h time 

• During this war, tfic EagliHi hid alnid> taken and deftniyed twenty- 
feven French (hips of ihe Jine, and thirty-one frigates ; two of their great Oiipi 
and four frigates ftiilhci ; to that ihcir whole lofs, in tbt) particuUu, amount' 
ed to Gity-fourj whereas, the lori of Creir-Britaia did notexceed (etenfiil i 

of the line, and live frigatu. It may be ealily conceived ^^w the French 
irfirft grtaiijr inferior to the naval power of Brit^j. m«*l*"^^^ 
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BOOK time after the vJifiory he had obtained, taking particular 

^ ' . care to block up the- mouth of the river Vilaine, that the 
1759' feven French thips might not efcape and join M. Conflans, 
who made Ihift to reach Rochefort with the Shattered re- 
mainsofhis fquadron. Indeed, this fervice became fucti 
a confiderable objeifl in the eyes of the Brttifb miniflry, that 
ilarge fleet was maintained upon this coaft, apparently for 
no other purpofe, during a whole year, and, after all, the 
enemy eluded their vigilance. Sir Edward Hawke, hav- 
ing undergone a long and dangerous conflict with tem- 
pefluous weather, was at length recalled, and prefented to 
his fovereign, who gratified him with a confiderable pen- 
fion, for the courage and condu£l he'had fo often and fo 
Jong difptayed in the ferviceof his country; and his ex- 
traordinary merit was afterwards honoured with the appro- 
bation of the parliament. The people of France were fo 
difpirited by the defeat of their army at Minden, and the 
difafter of their ftjuadron at Lagos, that the mintflry of 
Vcrfaillej thought proper to conceal the extent of their latt 
misfortune under a palliating detail publi(hed in the Ga- 
zette of Paris, as a letter from M. Conflans to the Count 
de St. Klorentin, fecretary of the marine. In this partial 
mifreprefcntation their admiral was made to affirm, that 
the Bricifli fleet confifted of forty (hips of the tine of battle, 
belides. frigates ; that the Soleil Royal had obliged the 
Royal George to (beer ofF; that the feven flii'ps which 
retreated into the river Vilaine had received very little 
damage, and would be Toon repaired ; and that, by the 
junction of Bompart's fquadron, he fhould be foon able to 
give a good account of the Englilh admiral. Thefe tu- 
mid alTertions, fo void of truth, are not to be imputed to an 
illiberal fpirit of vain glory, fo much as to a political dc- 
fign of extenuating the national calamity, and fuppoiting 
the fpirit of the people, 

§ LII. The alarm of the French invafion, which wa^ 
thus fo happily fniftrated, not only difturbed the qujet of 
Great- Britain, but alfo diffufed itfelf to the kingdom of 
Ireland, where it was produ^ive of fome publick dif- 
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order. In thfe latter end of 0£tojsr the two Houfes of chap. 
parliament, aflembled at Dublin, received a formal mef- ' 

Tage from the Duke of BcdFbrd, lord -lieu tenant of that 1739. 
kingdom, to the following effe^ : That, by a letter from 
the fecretary of ftate, written by his Majefty's exprefs 
command, it appeared that France, far from religning 
her plan of invafion, on account of the difafter that .befel 
)icr Toulon fquadron, was more and more confirmed ia 
her purpofe, and ewcn inftrgated by defpair itfelf, to at- 
tempt at all hazards the only refource the feemed to have 
left for thwarting, by a divcrlion at home, the meafurcs 
of England abroad in profecuting a war which hitherto 
opened, in all parts of the world, fo unfavourable a pro- 
fpeA to the views of French ambition: that in cafe the 
body of French troops, amounting to eighteen thoufand 
men, under the command of the Due d'Aiguillon, 
afTembled at Vannes, where alfo a fufEcient number of 
tranfports was prepared, Ihould be able to elude the Bri- 
tifh fquadron, Ireland would, in all probability, be one- 
of their chief obje£ts ; his grace thought it, therefore, in- 
cumbent upon him, in a matter of fuch high importance 
to the welfare of that kingdom, to communicate this in> 
telligence to the Irifti parliament. He told them, his 
Majelly would mike no doubt but that the zeal of his 
faithful protcRant fubjeiSs in that kingdom had been 
already fufltciently quickened by the repeated accounts 
received of the enemy's dangerous dcligns, and af^ual pre- 
parations made, at a vafl evpenfe, in order to invade the 
feveral parts o^ the Britifh dominions. He gave them to 
underhand he had received his ftwcreign's commands to 
ufe his utmoft endeavours to animate and excite his loyal 
people of Ireland to exert their well-known zeal and fpirit 
In fuppottof his Majefty's government, and in defenfe of 
b11 that was dear to them, by timely preparation to rcfift 
and fruftraie anyattempts of the enemy todiflurb the quiet 
and {hake the fecurity of this kingdom -. he, therefore, 
in the llrongef^ manner, recommended it to them to mani- 
{eQ, upoa this occafion, that zeal for the prefent happy 
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eftabli(hment, and that afFe^on for his^ajefiy's perfoA 
, and government, by which the parliament of that nation 
had been fo often diftingulQicd. Immediately after thii 
meflage was communicated, the Houfe of Commons una- 
Atmoufly refoWed to prefent an addrefs to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, thanking his grace for the care and cpncern he 
!iad fliown for the fafety of Ireland in having imparted 
intelligence of lb great importance { defiring him to make 
life of fuch, means as {hould appear to him the moft effe^ual 
f(}r the fecurity and defcnfe of the kingdom ; and alTuring 
liim, that the Houfe would make good whatever expenfe 
fhould be necelTarily incurred for that purpofe. This in- 
timation, and the ftept that were taken in confcquence 
of it for the defenfe of Ireland, produced fuch appre- 
henlions and diftraftion among the people of that king< 
ddm, as had well nigh proved fatal to the publick cre- 
dit. In the firA tranfports of popular fear, there was 
fuch an extraordinary run upon the banks of Dublin, 
that feveral confideraUe bankers were obliged to flop pay- 
ment.; and the circulation was in danger of being fuddcn- 
ly flagnated, when the Lord •Lieutenant, the members of 
Iwth Houfes of parliament, the lord-mayor, aldermen, 
merchants, and principal traders of Dublin, engaged in 
in allbciation to fupufort publjck credit, by taking the 
notes of bankers in payment ; a refoludon which efi^u- 
Ully anfwMCd the purpofe intended. 

§ LIII. Howfoever * the court «f VerfaiHes might have 
flattered itfelf that thetr invading army would in Irehmd 
lie joined by a great number of the natives, in all pmba- 
bility it would have been difappointed in this hope, had 
^cir purpofed defcent even been carried into execution, 
for no figns of difafFe£tion to the reigning fam^ily appeared 
at this junaurc. On the contrary, the wealthy indivi- 
duals of the KomiJh perfuafion ofTered to accommodate the 
government with large fums of money, in cafe of ne^ 
ccffity, to fupport the prefent eClabliOimentagainft all its 
enemies; and the Roman catholicks of the city of Cork, 
in a body, prefentcd an addrefs to the Lord-I^eutenant, 
cxpreffing 
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tJtpreffing their loyalty in the warmeft terms of aJTurance. ^hap. 
After having congratulated his grace on the unparalldetl ■ „- ^ , j 
fucceffes which had attended his Majcfty's arms, anJ ex^ 175V 
prcfled their fenfeof the King's paternal tendernefs for his 
kingdom of Ireland, they aclcnowledgcd, with the deepeft 
fenfe of gratitude, that protediion and indulgence they 
had enjoyed under his Majefty's mild and aufplcious reign. 
They pro f^ed the warmeft indignation at the threatened 
invafion of the kingdom, by an enemy, who, grown def- 
perate from repeated defeats, might poffibty make that 
attempt as a lad effort, vainly flattered with the imaginary . 
hope ofafTlflancc in Ireland, from the former attachments 
of their deluded predeceflbrs. They afllired his grace, in 
the moil; folcmn manner, that fuch' fchemes were alto- 
gether inconfiftent with thetr principles and intentions: 
that they would, to the utmoft exertion of their abilities, 
with their lives and/ortunes,joinin the defenfe and fuppoTt 
of his Majelly's royal perfon and government againA all 
invaders whatfoever : that they fhould be always ready to 
cx>ncur in fuch mcafures, and to a^ fuch parts in defenfe 
of the kingdom, in common with the reft of his Majefty'i 
Tubjef^s, as his grace in his great wifdom fliould be pleafed ' 

to appoint; and think themfelves particularly happy to be 
, under the direi^ion and command of fo known an aflcrtor 
of liberty, fuch an important and dillinguiOied governor. 
Finally, they exprefTed the mofl earneft wifh, that his 
Majefty's arms might be crowned with fuch a continuance 
of fticcefs, as Ihould enable him to defeat the devices of 
all his enemies, and obtain a fpeedy and honourable peace. 
This cordial addrcfs, which "was tranfmitted to the Earl of 
Shannon, and by him prefented to the Duke of Bedford^ 
inuft have been very agreeable to the government at fuch 
a critical conjuittJiure. 

§ LI V. Although no traces of difafTe^ion to his Ma- 
jefty's family appeared on this trying occafion, it muft 
neverthelefs be acknowledged that a fpiritof dllTatisfa^ion 
broke out with extraordinary violence among the populace 
of Dublin. TheprefentLord'Lieutenam was not remark* 

ably 
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' n?*^ «bly popular in his adtniniflratioii. He hadbefloAcd OM 

^ - - . place of confiderable importance upon a gentlemen whofe 
'75S> pctfon was obnoxious to many people in that Itingdom^ 
and perhaps failed in that afiabilitj and condefcenfion 
which a free and ferocious nation cxpci^s to find in the 
charader of him to whofe rule tbey are fubjedled. Whe- 
ther the oSenfe taken at his deportment had created ene- 
mies to his perfon, or the nation in general began to 
entertain doubts and jealoufies of the government's defigns ; 
certain it is, great pains were taken to propagate a belief 
among the lower fort of people, that an union would foon 
be efieSed between Great-Britain and Ireland; in which 
cafe this laA kingdom would be deprived of its parliament 
and independency, and be fubjei5ted to the fame taxes 
that are levied upon the people of England. This notion 
inflamed the populace to fuch a degree, thaj they alTembled 
in a prodigious mulritude, broke into the Houfe of Lords, 
infulted the peers^ feated an old woman on the throne« 
and liearched for the journals, wliich, had they been 
found, they would have committed to the flames. Not 
content witb this outrage, they compelled the members 
of both Houfes whom they met in the Hrects to take an 
oath that they would never confent to fuch an union, or 
give any vote contrary, to the true intereft of Ireland. 
Divers coaches belonging to obnoxious perfons were dc- 
flroyed, and their horfcs killed; and a gibbet was erected 
for one gentleman in particular, who narrowly efcaped 
the ungovernable rage of thofe riotous infurgents, A body 
of horfe and infantry were drawn out on this occaiion, in 
order to over-awe the multitude, which at night difperfed 
of itfelf. Next day addrefles to the Lord-Lieutenant wer« 
agreed to by both Houfes uf parliament, and a commit- 
tee of enquiry appointed, that the ringleaders of the tu- 
mult might be difcovered, and brought to condign puniOio 
ment. - 

^ LV. When the miniftry of England received the firft 
advice that M. Thurot had efcaped from Dunkirk with 
afmall fquadronof ai;med fliips, having on board a body 

«f 



GEORGE n. 471 

of landitroops, deligned for a private expedition on the eoall CHAP. 
ofScotUndorlrelandgexprcfles were immediately defpatched ' . 

to the commanding officers of the forces in North-Briuin, i7jg. 
with orders to put the forts along the coaft of that king- 
dom in the beft pollure of defenfe ; and to hold every 
thing in readinefs to repel the enemy, in cafe they thoiild 
attempt a defcent. In confequence of thefe inflruAions, 
beacons were ercfled for the immediate communication of 
intelligence ; places of rendezvous appointed for the re- 
gular troops and militia.; and QnQ. orders itCued that no 
officer flioutd abfenthimfelf from his duty,onany pretenfe 
whatever. The grcateft encomium that can be given to the 
character of this partizan, is an account of the alarm 
which the failing of his puny armament fpread through the 
whole extent of fuch a powerful kingdom, whofe fleets 
covered the ocean. Perhaps Thurot's career would 
have been fooner flopped, had Commodore Boys been 
victualled for a longer cruife ; but this commander was 
obliged to put into Leith for a fupply of proyifions, at 
the . very time when Thurot was feen hovering on the 
coaft near Aberdeen; and before the Englrfh fquadron 
wasprovided for aprofecutionofthe cruife, the other had 
faken fhelter at Gottenburg, in Sweden. 



END OP VOL. IV. 
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